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Abstract

Sexism is the belief that one sex is superior ¢oatier. Sexism is manifest in language. Names aignificant
part of culture which is expressed through langudgiés observed that there is a bias in some nagiesn to
different sexes in the Igho society. Such namestafbth sexes, the men, positively and the woregatinely. The
negative effects on the women hinder them frorastlfalization and positive contribution to the &g at large.
To find out the cause(s) behind this slant in laagg) the researcher adopted the survey researchadefhrough
verbal interaction, data comprising ninety namessveallected from native speakers of Igbo langudde data
were analyzed. It was discovered that the main eaafssexism in Igbo names is because the Igbo tgoicie
patriarchal. The Igho society value male childrebose the female. It was also discovered that theesois
dynamic and so is language. All these equally cefla some measure in given names which mark pafson
identities. The work recommends the reorientatibrihe society in giving sexist names as we are wreafare
named.

Keywords: Names, Sexism, Self-actualization, Patriahy



Introduction

Naming is partly a way of identifying someone. Nagqiis purely human. Emeka-Nwobia (2015, P.1)
argues that “Names are not just arbitrary labelsdva socio-cultural tags that function as commaiiie tools.
They carry a variety of semantic, pragmatic andosoualtural information, and mete out the ethogha people”.
The definition shows that names tell a story althatbearer and his or her community.Onyekwere anabhihe
(2015, p. 242) aver that “In African societies nanaee believed to have some great deal of contrahe bearer.
There is universal contention also that personalesado influence attitude, behavior, success,riiliuture and
character”. This exposition calls for caution. Tdés need for one to be cautious in giving namei$ afects the
totality of a person’s life.Jahodin Ubahakwe (198235) who worked on Ashanti names and their imahip to
personality observes that ‘delinquent boys fredydrave day-names that are associated with misfertr ill-luck.
It is as if the children were living up to the egfions of the ancestral spirit system of caugatidhis finding
corroborates the earlier statement that namestalffecotality of the bearer’s life.

Observation and research findings have shown tmettetis a disparity in names given to men and
women.Rapoo (2002) in Arua (2009, p. 67) obserliasriaming is a powerful ideological tool that iaded against
females. Naming practices reinforce stereotypesaldfa (2009, p. 58) research on naming in Tuniséaabic
shows that “there are hardly any derogatory FNMst(hames for males) while such names do existhgnfiemales
in TA (Tunisian Arabic)”. Men’s names tend to cata and denote strength and power. In EnglishxXample, we
have such names &$ng, Young, Strong, Lyons, Alexandard such like but the reverse is the case wheonites
to women.

The stereotype that the female is inferior mansfed$o in the value attached to the names giveiris
Nilsen (1977, p. 30) argues that though it is atatdp for a girl to take a boy’s name, it is regat@s unacceptable
for a boy to take a girl's name. Nilsen goes furtieesay that, because of the negative charactienivaf the
female, when girls have taken names that were acceptable for males like Evelyn, Carroll, GaylazEl, Lynn,
Beverly, Marian, Frances and Shirley, such los& firestige by becoming less and less acceptablmé#tes.

Naming practices have not been favourable on womMémen are renamed after marriage by taking their
husband’s name. Only men have a right of permanehttyeir names. This makes it difficult to trateef story’ but
not ‘his story’ (history). The fact is that namee fundamental to our identities. Women have natitles separate
from their father’s and later, their husband’s. ISuafair naming practices are part of the strategiggh which the
society renders women socially and politically sible. Romaine (1994, p. 127) claims that practies as taking
a man’s family name or using titles suchMis. or Miss are symbolic of women’s position as men’s property
represent their status as sex objects, whose bil#ylaor non-availability due to ownership by ahet male has to
be marked in a conspicuous way.

There is an element of sexism in the use of talenfiales and females in English language. The i o
before a person’s name merely identifies that peesa male adult. For the females, the titlesdvine andMiss.
These do not only identify the person addressedh agoman but also expose her marital status which is
fundamentally no one’s business. If women and mrerceeated equal, parallel language should be tasddscribe
them.

Feminine titles of honour such &3ueen, Governess, Madam, Mistress, Laayl Dame have been
degraded and have all in one form or the other lassnciated with prostitution or fornication. Moveg feminine
terms such as old maid, spinster and heroine, &egmaired negative connotations, because whileitsietfvo seem
to be taken to suggest ill- luck in the domain @frrrage, heroine is the name of a destructive drug.

These naming practices reinforce stereotypes. Alaegrto Fromkin, Rodman and Hyams (2007, p. 45t *
Sapir-Whorf hypothesis... proposes that the way guage encodes —puts into words- different categdike male
and female subtly affects the way speakers ofahguage think about those categories’.

Methodology

The method used for data collection was interviavesgions which were administered to fifty adults,
twenty-five males and twenty-five females. The egsber chose equal number of the two sexes in dodensure
equal representation of each sex group. The ireegs were from both urban and rural areas. Theg aiso
people from different educational backgrounds aifférént ages. Those in the rural areas were rehtiireugh the
telephone. The sampled individuals were interviewegarately on different occasions. The intervietied to
elicit from the interviewees, names of males amddies in the Igbo society, the meanings, the rajdrehind
such name given, and the expected effect(s) of saotes on the individual(s). The data are classdied analyzed
under four headings.



SEXISM IN IGBONAMES

The Igbo believe that there is something in a nadEvery Igbo hame has a myth it celebrates. Ubahg&®@@1, p.
103) notes that “names are part of personality oyos of the individual”. Several works have beemelmn
Igboonomastics(Ezeanya, 1967, Ubahakwe 1981,198Rpl@, 1986, lwundu, 1994,2000, Emeka-Nwobia,2015,
Onyekere&Nnabuihe, 2015). These examined Igbo ndroesdifferent perspectives, ranging from the stuwe to

the meanings. The focus of this work is on sexisnit gelates to Igbo hames. The manifestatioregfssn in Igbo
names will be discussed under first names, renargiergeral titles and occupational terms.

i. First Names

First names in the Igbo society are usually givehe head of the family. Ubahakwe (1982) givesnaight that:
... Igbo personal names reflect what the family igplgconcerned with and... names are part of
personality dynamicsof the individual. It followkat the pattern and frequencyof names reflect the
social values among the people that bearthe ngmes]).

Most Igbo first names depict a mark of distinctifon males and a sign of subordination for fematsme Igbo
female names project the woman as a commodity teolkin order to make money. On names given togtte
child, Ikekeonwu (2009, p. 30) asserts that suchasaindicate the following:

» The girl as an object of beauty and feminity.

* The girl as a chattel.

» Lamentation/disappointment it's a girl (lamentatlabels)

» The girl as prospective mother and supreme caregive

» Market day names.
Table one shows names that depict women as comemdit

Table 1: Names that Depict Women as Commodities

Names Gloss
1.  Nwaanyibuaku Woman is wealth
2. Unoaku House of wealth
3. Ujuaku Plenty of wealth
4,  Akuebsotu Wealth is not only one
5. Akuebingwa Wealth does not finish in time
6. Akubalgwu Prestigious wealth
7. Akuadili Wealth is established
8. Akuabia Wealth has come
9. Akudimma Wealth that is good
10. Uzoaku The path to wealth
11. Qdiaku It is wealth
12. AkUanata Wealth has come back
13. Akuabata Wealth has come in
14. Obuteakul Carrier of wealth
15. Akugke Wealth of Eke (market day)
16. AkUumijaeri Wealth | will consume
17. Akldzam Wealth has answered me
18. Ebiliomaawusaeg One who is embraced for a fee.
19. lguguaku Flowering wealth
20. Ubieg Field of money
21. Ndaluaku Let me be favoured with wealth
22. Ugboaku Boat of wealth
23. lhuaku Face of wealth
24. Mmiliaku Water of wealth
25. Ogbhényeéan Not to be married by the poor
26. Ugwoaku Debt of wealth




The first name in the examples states categorithly woman is wealth. The wealth comes in no oty than
when the woman is given out in marriage. This &swhish of virtually every Igho man for his daughfat least in
the recent past). The other names in the tableémaay or another suggest that women are commsdiita would
be sold at one time or another to accrue greattivéal the family. The second to the last namehie ¢éxample —
Ogbényean (not to be married by the poor) drives home thevalpoint. The last example in the list shows that
woman is sometimes given out in marriage in ordesettle a debt.

Most other names for the woman project nothing nieaa their beauties. Such names include:

Table 2: Names that Project Women’s Beauty

Names Gloss
1. Qnamnm Ornament of beauty
2. Uliona Beautiful ornament
3. Ugdmna Beautiful eagle
4. Ugodnnva/Nwatgo Eaglet
5.  Akwaugo Eagle’s egg
6. Agbomna Beautiful daughter
7.  Anyaagwu Beautiful all over
8. Nkilika Beholding is greater
9. Mkpulumma Seed of beauty
10. Omamna Continually beautiful
11. Akwaele Python’s egg
12. Thumma Beautiful face

The above names bring to the fore beauty in wonseifi that is all there is about their lives. Theleastands for
vision, strength and beauty. It should be noted tfzenever the eagle is mentioned in referencedmen as in
names three to five, it refers to noting more thaauty.Strength and vision which are other attebuif the bird are
exclusively reserved for men.

There exist other female names, which are moreegifet or lamentation that it is a girl child. Calesi the names in
Table three.

TABLE 3: Names for Women that Depict Lamentation

Names Gloss
1.  Enujioké The sharer is above(the creator)
2. Ejiakaédo No one choose for her-/himself
3. Onyejéelubech Who went to God’s house?
4. Akaekénnwa A child is not created by human hands
5. Qnaekennwa A child is not created by word of the mouth
6. Ahuluerianya Did anyone see above?
7. Awalumwelu Did | take with force?
8. Ejimakahalu Did | choose by myself?
9. Nkeonyelu The one that was given.
10. Nkehaluonyeowelu You take what comes to you.
11. Nkeobuna Anyone
12. Ajdatukwo Will one reject?
13. Onueglinwa (Words of the) mouth does not kill a child.
14. Nwaafinaasha (A) Child is not sold in the market.
15. Nwaanyierie Women have become surplus
16. Dimghalum My husband forgive me
17. Chigbatalumoso God come to my rescue
18. Chihatalum God, choose for me

The above names are filled with regrets, excusdspigas, all because it is a female. The firstabin names push
the blame of having a female child to the credar. the woman, she is helpless. She tries exongragrself by
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claiming she did not choose by herself or forcesiiéiinto having a girl child, rather, she acceptesl one she was
given (by God). The 14th name shows a strong liiitain determining the sex of the child. It is raaf a lament.
One would have preferred to go for a male chilghfildren are sold in the market. ‘Nwaanyierie’ (wamare
surplus) expresses the disgust of a man whosehaife girls in quick succession. The name, ‘Dimgmalimy
husband forgive me) summarizes the heartbeat dflam woman who had a female child when everyon&ddo
forward to a male. It is more of a plea that thelband should forgive her for having a girl. In aisty like ours, the
woman is made to take the blame for the sex othkiild when the reverse should have been the caseclear the
woman accepts the fault to be hers, hence, the pl@athe child, no one needs to tell her that isheot fully
welcome into the family. The adverse effect of sacimame on the girl child is innumerable. In thst lawo
examples, the woman resorts to God to come todseue, by giving her the expected choice.

Interpretations so far reveal that names for wostesw that they are objects of beauty, sources eftive
for the family and in some cases, not really theiréd sex, especially when they come in quick sssioa in the
family.

Names can either affect one positively or negagivéhe above names limit the vision of women from
childhood. The girl child either sees herself aoarce of wealth for the family when her hand isrgually given
out in marriage or as not fully accepted as in sofnthe names in Table three. On the other hanel nsight see
herself just as a beautiful ornament meant to atterdife of a man.

In contrast to the names given to women, namesidivenen make them have positive outlook in lifeeBgth and
valour are extolled. Such names make even one vaubdvhave been a weakling to work extra hard te lip to his
name. Consider the following names in Table 5.

TABLE 4
Names for Men
NAMES GLOSS
1. lkemefuna My strength will not get lost.
2. lkemba Strength of the people
3. lkenna Father’s strength
4. lkedha Strength of the people
5. lkedhi Outhouse strength
6. lkedi There is strength
7. lkeigho Strength of the Igbo
8. lkechikwiérika God’s strength is quite plenteous
9. lkeeghinam Let strength not kill me.
10. Nnabuike Father is strength
11. Ananyeile Let the land give strength
12. Ahamefuna/Obiefuna May my name not get lost
13. Onochieiba A replacement for the homestead
14. Obiajulum My heart is at rest/l am consoled.
15. Ntinugjala When the ear hears, it will be calm
16. Obidi There is an outhouse
17. Mmaduadichie There is now a replacement
18. Mbaagunye There is an additional member of the town

The names show disparity. It should be noted thaeqinlike women, men are always accepted whendbme in
quick succession. ‘Nwaanyierie’ (women are surphe no antonym. The male child is rather givenrthmes:
Igwebuike (multitude is strength), Igweéofit (plenfyjjoy), and Ubakamm(it is better to multiply). Names for men
show they surpass women in action and are morebltdihan they (the women) are. The names of wasuggest
they are created for men. The names affect bothsséxde (2010, p. 23) asserts that ‘naming hasinvportant
perspectives - the meaning of such names to thplgemd the revelation of such names about theireulbf
community and people’. It is very clear that theddhave preferential value for the male child aber female. The
male child is seen as a source of continuity ofaheestral lineage. The societal expectation onrtake child is to
be strong, stand and defend the father's houseeheames one to eleven center on strength. Namdgetwad
thirteen show the fulfillment of the inward desimfsthe Igbo man. The blessing of having a maldédchiought a
psychological relief on the man -he did not brdekltneage.
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ii. Renaming
Women are renamed at marriage. Her identity issulesl under her husband’s as she takes to her roatdm
family name. In most cases, she is referred thaswife of whoever she is married to. Most oftehew she gets
her first child, she is addressed in conjunctiothvthe name of the child. She answers ‘NneEmekaidla’s
mother) if the child’s name is Emeka. The man n@ins his name after marriage and is less likelygweferred to
as a husband to somebody. Umeh (2005, p. 281) kenidwat “the first evidence of an Igbo woman’s
marginalization is the loss of identity”.

iii. Titles
There exists a disparity in the general titlesrf@n and women in Igbo. While the man is referredddMaazi”
(Mr), age and marital status notwithstanding, & imdrawn for the woman. She is referred toMwaida” (Miss)
if she is still ‘nubile’ andNnaya-anu’ (father will marry),Ajadumkgke (a widow in the hut) o©nochilidbi(one
who occupies the outhouse) if she is assumed te passed the age of marriage. ‘Ajadl’ refers toidow.
Associating an aged spinster with it sounds biz&uethermore, there is no such association asdeghe males.

iv. Occupational Names
Men are the only ones seen as achievers and pimiaks This is explicitly clear with the use d@i' (husband),
and not Nwunye’(wife) as a prefix for most Igbo professions actiavements even when a woman is into such a
profession as the men. Table five corroboratesbiowe claims.

Table 5: Some Igbo Professions/Achievements

Profession/Achievement Gloss
1. Dinta A hunter
2. Diochi A wine tapper
3. Dinka Master craftsman
4, Dioka An expert
5. Diegwi A master musician
6. Dike A hero
7. Diji A great yam farmer
8. Dibia A doctor/medicine man
9. Diegbe A marksman/a sharp shooter
10. Dimghba An expert wrestler

The above examples show the dominance of the made the female. It is worth noting that women amei

traditional medicine. Many women are also into itiadal music like Loolo Chinyereude. Some Igbo tmswhave

records of women wrestlers.

Language changes in all its ramifications and sssdmames. The names of many people in biblicalstiike Jacob,

Abram, and Sarai's were changed to reflect thew status. Some people in Igbo society have alsagdththeir

names either for religious or social reasons. Owge& and Nnabuihe (2015) aver that:
Currently in Nigeria, quite a number of people halgo changedtheir own names and the names of
their parents and grandparents.The names of solteges have also been changed. There arealso
reasons to believe that names were changed in @atnAieica. This suggests strongly that there is the
belief in the force andpower of names in humantexigl commerce with the world.There is no
doubt that some of these changes may have hadjgos#sult...this can open a flood gate of
achievement. Thelgbo are not left out in this ursigehuman beliefp. 243)

One will not deny the fact that there are some ghanin female names in the Igbo society. Names lik
Nwaanyibuihe&voman is somethingNgozi‘Blessing’,Obiageli‘one who comes to eat’ and so many others are now
prevalent. This paper argues that hardly do arnth@ge new names have to do with strength or othsr positive
attributes that spur one to achieve great heighligei.

There is more than physical beauty in women. Wostesuld not be seen as tt¢herin the Igbo society. More
positive names should be given to women in ordetHem to self- actualize since the society bebetieat names
affect the totality of a person’s being. Life istrail about inheritance and continuity of linagenages in the
society have made adoption legal. One can now aalabtild with the sex of his or her choice. Thedglulture
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even allows a girl child that wants to remain aaide children in her father’s house to do so. Degpiese options,
the nameNkechinyertthe one god has given' which appears milder hanecdo replace names that depict
lamentations (which appear on Table 2) but the agesds still the same.This is not to say that woraem
competing with the men. The argument is that aefairaditional Igho naming practice will make forbatter
society.

Conclusion

This work has tried to explore Igbo traditionalnanees a cultural and linguistic expression thatigsdd against
women. The naming system reflects the culture efigho people. The world is going unisex. The afl@vomen in

our present society cannot be over-emphasized. dtgued that the Igbo society is not static. Charaye taking
place. For instance, twins are no longer a tabdthereis any involved in slavery. All these haveebalone away
with. The writer advocates that sexist names bedmmpletely away with, and be replaced by namatsréflect

the new spirit of women emancipation. The changé acit as a catalyst in raising the aspirationsvofnen to

greater heights.
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Abstract

It is discovered that Africa has passed througffesinys. This is occasioned by underdevelopmerititharevalent
in Africa. There are abundant human and naturaurees, yet majority of people in Africa live injatt poverty if
compared with the develop countries. Unfortunatallythe countries in Africa are known for beingdendeveloped
for so long without any improvement. There are baads, inadequate supply of electricity, poor istiracture,
hunger, low standard of Education, poor clothingorpsanitation, diseases and so on. The writer reovAfrica
considering the fact that for Africa to come out widerdevelopment and become developed there neust b
collaborating and collective effort to realize tlige long aspiration. It is widely believed amonfyigans that
religion has great influence on the society. Themeed to ascertain whether religion is an obstaxdevelopment
in Africa or not. Therefore, the paper ascertainied role played by religion that poses an obstaclehe
development of Africa in order to proffer solutiotet will remove her from the present situatioheTwork used
phenomenological approach. It was descriptive aradytical. The two sources used include primary secbndary
sources. It used primary source like observatioitenthe secondary sources include books, journadiscictionary.
The work revealed that despite the positive roleralfgion in Africa, religion has contributed a lod the
underdevelopment of Africa.

Introduction

Humans not only long for physical development, blgo they desire spiritual development. Religion
influences socio-economic, political and psychatagisphere of human existence. Political leadezsirdluenced
by their religious beliefs. There is no doubt thegtjor political policies have religious undertones.

Religion is seen by some people as an obstacleotyrgss since it ensures sustainability of theustgtio.
The religious belief negates the much desired spaiitical and economic change in Africa. Theraisaspect of
African culture that is anti-development and awitial. The advent of Christianity in Africa pavedawfor the
colonialists who exploited Africa and rendered bederdeveloped. It has to be stated that sincedtwmial rule,
Africa has not recovered from the exploitation. sTpartly accounts for its perennial underdevelogmirevious
writers have written on underdevelopment from aaltupolitical, educational and economic perspediBut, the
work examined the role of religion in the underdepenent of Africa in order to proffer solutions its
underdevelopment.

The work used phenomenological approach. It wasritive and analytical. The two sources used
include primary and secondary sources. It usedgrgiraource like observation while the secondarycesiinclude
books, journals and dictionary. Religion contriltlite the underdevelopment of Africa which has giviee to the
classification of Africa by the west among the umldweloped continents of the world. It was discedethat
religion is not inherently evil, but the coloniaisand missionaries hide under the cloak of refigim impoverish
Africa. The work revealed that despite the negaitiweact of religion on Africa, religion has contuiied a lot for its
development.

Conceptual framework
Religion

It should be stated that religion is a term thatifcult to define. There are various definitiookreligion;
due to every person defines religion from his pectipe. Madu (1996:19) observed that “religion desaman’s
moral relations with God, relations of creaturescteator. In it, man internally and freely acknosdes his
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dependence on God, as well as externally expresgesof cult either individually or communally”. #&mbodies
moral requirements that enable humans to realizelnd@velopment. McGuire (1997:10) quoted Melfopr§ as

saying that religion is “An Institution consistingf culturally patterned interaction with culturaliyostulated
superhuman beings”. Sociologically, religion cotssisf the way of life of a people. Muck (1993:2&joted Emile
Durkheim as saying “A religion is a unified systefbeliefs and practices relative to sacred thitigat is to say,
things set apart and forbidden beliefs and prastidgich unite into one single moral community aaléechurch, all
who adhere to them”. Religion unites people ofaléht political, ethnic and tribal affiliations. NmM(2008:13)
asserted “Religion is a response to what is expee@ as ultimate reality...” Religion offers man grportunity to

respond to the relationship initiated by the Suprdaaing. Tylor defined religion as * a belief inirgpal beings’.

Religion is a platform that enables adherents toedd on the spiritual beings believed to contr@ tiiverse.
Radcliffe-Brown stated that religion ‘is everywhexme expression in one form or another of a senskepéndence
on a power outside ourselves, a power of which \ag speak as a spiritual or moral power’ (Schar?(t91-32).

Religion endows life with meaning and purpose.

Underdevelopment

According to Wehmeier (2006:1604), underdevelopnoectrs when a country has few industries and low
standard of living. Underdevelopment is characeetiby diseases, indebtedness, chronic malnutritemyction in
life expectancy, insecurity, high mortality rategck of access to Medicare, unemployment, inflatippnor
infrastructure and so on. It is believed that depsient is natural while underdevelopment is unmtukgudosi
(2007:82) asserted that underdevelopment correspnd situation where humans cease to grow orawephis
environment and welfare. There is a perceptiondppte that Africa is caught in a web of stagnatiad quagmire.
The pessimism of development of Africa is borne @iuperennial underdevelopment which has led soeople to
think that Africa will never develop. Osunwokeh Z065) observed that Africa is a continent knowngdoverty.
For him, Africa is a miserable continent. It is trat note that Okon (2008:126) opined that “theraa possibility
of future improvement or development. Africans gtually are to be protected, supervised and mardtdny the
“superior” races”. The under rating of Africa hagated a sense of hopelessness among Africa esunthich has
demoralized them to make efforts toward development

Leadership

Leadership is vital in every organization. The leraid a person who is appointed or elected to octiu
helms of affairs. He is in position to manage blotiman and natural resources. Iroegbu (2004 : 13&yed that
leadership means the art of giving direction anidauce for a group of persons, organization oomatvith the aim
of achieving common objectives. For a leader tdizedis objectives, he must exercise authorityrdkie led. Ideyi
(2007 :166) maintained that leadership occurs wherrson exercises authority over a person or gobyersons.
Leadership can be formal or informal dependingiendondition a leader finds himself. A leader eisars authority
over others for the common good. Segun. J.,Oniarf8. Agbude (2012:162-163) observed that leaderiship
process in which the leader directs and motivate$diiowers to cooperate with him for the purpadeachieving
his vision. Agha and Nwaoga (2012 :6) stated teatiérship is the ability of a member of the stmextugroup to
have influence over other members. It is not ohét & leader should have influence over othersalsothe must be
ready to carry the members of the organizationgalon

Corruption

It should be stated that corruption is endemichi@ $ociety. Agha (2002 : x) averred that corrupi®n
derived from a Latin worccorruptio which literally means to decay, to be depletedrdf to degenerate, to
desiccate, to waste away and to lose dignity atefrity. For him corruption thrives in a situatiaere there is a
denial of justice, fairness and goodwill. Corrupticovers every aspect of life. Coker (2006 : 92%edsd
“corruption refers to the misuse of power for ptevhenefit or advantage....Besides money, the becefitake the
form of protection, special treatment, commendatgomotion or the favours of women or men”. Itedakhe form
of bribery when gift or gifts are offered with tlterior motive of perverting due process in an austrative set
up. lkubaje (2006:11) quoted Nye that corruptiof ésbehaviour which deviates from the formal dsitié a public
role because of private-regarding (personal, cfasgly, private clique) pecuniary or status gain;vlates rules
against the exercise of certain types of privatgréing influence”. Holistically, corruption hastea deep into the
fabric of the society.
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Poverty

Poverty is a miserable condition. Okwueze (2003):akserted that poverty takes place when thdeeks
of basic needs of life. It is a condition of wretdmess and scarce means of livelihood. Povertyreathen there is
absence of decent living condition. Chukwuemekad42®1) sees poverty as lack of goods that arefuielpr
normal human living. Ntamu and lkwun (2006:113)mpsid that poverty is a state of lacking basic reties of life
that is occasioned by unavailability of resourd¢gsverty is a condition of human existence thatlew standard of
living. Kalagbor (2008:141) maintained that poveigya situation in which a person is unable toséathis basic
needs of life like food, clothing, shelter, healttansport, education and so on. It consists ofidafjon of human
basic needs that make life worth living. Ebuara Akgaitan etal (2008:78) opined that poverty isvang condition
in which the citizens of a country cannot afforédmemic, social, educational, political and envir@mtal needs.

Theoretical Framework

The work used the theory of imperialism. The tempérialism became popular through the writing of

Lenin in 1916. Lenin explained imperialism from somic perspective. For Lenin, imperialism was tlghbst
stage of capitalism. Karl Kautsky (1854-1938) agglthe term imperialism in describing the relatfopsbetween
advanced nation and underdeveloped nation. Theiagsrialism when advanced countries politicallyrdoate
underdeveloped countries (Mcgrath 1993:27). Thily sgenario creates room for the underdevelopetbmab
depend on the developed nation for survival. Kgglif94:16) argued “the underdevelopment of the poantries,
as an overall social fact, appears in its truetliglas the historical by — product of the developtnef other
countries”. This is evident in a situation wherehricountries in a bid to develop their countriepleit poor
countries. It creates inequality between the riod the poor countries. In this situation, thereigawning gap
between them. The rich countries become richerenthi# poor countries become poorer.

Religion and Governance

The church intervenes in politics on the groundshef belief in theocracy. There are cases where the
church has supported political leaders in ordeddahe will of God. The Divine Right of kings empizes that
political power is given by God which demands tetiégiance. Political leaders are seen as meregeptatives of
God who rules the world. Therefore, failure to okibgm is tantamount to disobeying God (Umoh, 2040:4
Ozumba, 2006:72). In African traditional religicthere is also a belief in Divine Right of kings. @b (1977:54)
averred that in Bantu-speaking Southern Africa,kimg or chief (Mulopwe) was a recipient of auttpifirom the
ancestors. The problem that is associated withn@iRight of kings has to do with producing politidectators who
extremely exercise power to the detriment of tlie Mo wonder |zibili (2004:16) asked “what of thewers of field
marshal Idi Amin Dada when he was the undisputéer f Uganda? What do we say of the power of Emper
Bokassa, the sole ruler of the short — lived céitfidcan Empire? Were these also ordained of GRdfhaps, these
autocratic rulers drew their inspiration from thiviBe Right of kings that held sway then.

The Divine Right of kings does not influence pckii leaders alone, it also influences religiousiéza.
Historically, religion has influenced governanceeatfpires, kingdoms and countries. Okere (2005:n@diptained
that “the popes became the highest authoritieméiand human on earth, made and unmade Emperoisraysd.
History has shown that popes of the Roman Catl@itiesrch have abused the infallibility of pope intbgblitical
and religious matters. Ozumba (2006: 72) collalogaguipped

It is this tendency that led to papal dictatorshiphe early church. The vestige of the wide seddese of
the holy is still noticeable today. We thank God fbe courage of Martin Luther who initiated the
reformation in the 18 century and his courage to challenge the monstautocracy in the church of the
living God.

The reformation initiated by Martin Luther brougttanges in the church that occasioned schism irstizmity.

It is pertinent to note that the advent of Christigin Africa is traceable to Europe. Okere (20253)
noted that it was only Egypt that was excluded friy@ missionary endeavour of Europe. Unfortunatelysope
imposed Christianity on African people. There was megotiation between Africa and Europe concerrthmgy
acceptance or rejection of Christian religion. Web$1965:22) asserted that apart from some aréssianaries
had treaties with Muslim kings like Malay Statesl &orthern Nigeria, Africa was helpless in the fa€énposition
of foreign religion.
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The missionaries came to Africa with ulterior mesv Okon (2008: 122) observed “early missionaries i

west Africa had a dual purpose to promote legitartedde between Africans and Europeans and to coAfricans

to their own religion”. The receptivity and opensesf African traditional religion worsened the sition. Gray
(1978: 95) affirmed “with their eclectic insistenae practical results, African religions have bdélexible, open to
innovation and thoroughly capable of assimilatiryvnconcepts”. The missionaries took advantage ehoess,
flexibility and pragmatism of African traditionakligion to destroy the religious heritage of AfricBhere is no
doubt that the missionaries resorted to attackcAfritraditional religion and political structuresa bid to establish
Christianity and colonial government.

It is worthy of note that there was no aspect afc&h culture that was not affected by coloniakrikon
(2008: 121-122) opined that Jomo Kenyatta the frssident of independent Kenya claimed that cal@sm
deprived Africa of their land, government, condethtteeir religious ideas and eroded their understendf justice
and morals. However, the colonialists find it diffit to admit that colonialism was a plan to impaste Africa.
Okon (2008: 120) further argued that Africa was istate of underdevelopment prior to the advewbtifnialism in
Africa. Colonialists were attracted to Africa owitgtheir savage condition that needed urgentvetgion. Prior to
the colonial period, Africa had no defined boundsriMgbada (2007:118) quipped that it was the d¢alonasters
who hastily created countries and boundaries iicAfiHe further maintained that

Colonial boundaries in Africa date back to the Bewest African conference of 1884 — 1885, which
invariably climaxed the scramble and partition loé tontinent. The scramble is used to qualify thstyh
and hectic struggle with which the European poweBsitain, France, Portugal, Spain, Germany, Belgiu
and Italy — carried out the partition or allocatiof various parts of the African continent among
themselves.

The colonial powers ruled Africa with cruelty andbgected her to perpetual bondage. It is discovéhed the
creation of boundaries and states has been a mbgbacle to unity in Africa. Gwamna (2010: 78) atexkthat
colonial governments created perennial ethnic eaefand antagonisms by creating artificial stated boundaries
without considering ethnic, historical and cultysekuliarities.

Under development in Africa

The high rate of underdevelopment in Africa hasobee worrisome. Gustavo (1973: 24) argued that in
order to measure the level of development in Afrivar gross national product or its per capita meawill be
compared with developed countries. Okafor (2004av8rred that per capita income is a strategy byednited
Nations to determine the capacity of individualsieet their basic needs based on their incoméolild be stated
that per capita income in Africa is at its lowestdl| if it is compared with the per capita inconfeadvanced
countries.

Nyerere (1997: 112) asserted that in United Stalesincome per capita is $3,200 a year while Taiaza
has $80 income per capita a year. The resultaattei that it will take a Tanzanian forty yearsern what an
American earns in a year. He maintained that tiveldped countries increase the income per capithsif citizens
with the sum of sixty dollars while Africans receiless than two dollars a year. This has createdognic chasm
between Africa and developed countries.

The rural nature of many African countries necassé African people to depend largely on pastuck an
land for livelihood. This has caused environmemtegradation. Mwikamba (2000:34) observes that Affias
witnessed environmental damage due to poverty apllgtion growth. Some African countries like Budyn
Rwanda, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia and Mauritania haiteessed 80% of damage in pasture. He furthéedthat;

A combination of high population densities and lowestment has caused arable land per person to
decline from 0.5 in 1965 to 0.3 hectares in 19&feeially in countries like Burundi, Lesotho and
Kenya. In some African countries the standardwifgj is actually falling. Zaire’s population grew an
average of 3% annually while it GNP shrunk by 7%ween 1973 and 1986.

It must be stated that Africa is a continent tlsaaverse to population planning and statisticsrifeioto control her
population density. There is no gain saying thato&fhas remained underdeveloped owing to too mamyths she
feeds on daily basis. Until African culture thatearages production of too many children is dedl wopulation
explosion will continue to be one of the major tvades that confront Africa.
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Africa has passed through ordeals due to underdenednt. Obeng (2000:29) maintained that
underdevelopment has made provision of basic néegmssible. He asserted that underdevelopment has
occasioned oppressive injustices, corruption amriem. This has caused psychological stressrtfetes peace
elusive in Africa. In order to survive harsh ecomnomreality, people resort to alcohol while othersgage in
prostitution, thuggery and armed robbery. GetuiO(288) opined that in African countries like Nairothere are
uncollected garbage, traffic Jams, shortage of maipply, electric power failure, clearing of remtienal park for
building construction, inadequate supply of essértbommodities and shanty dwellings. Those who bhivel
shanties experience consistent overcrowding andestion which may cause health hazards like epickemi

Factors that are Responsible for underdevelopment

1. Neocolonialism: Africa liberated herself from clutches of colongati since fifty six years ago when many
African countries gained independence. But, Aficandependent in principle not in practice. Inlabbration with
this statement, Uduma (2008:242) argued that Aftemanot be said to be independent when her econsyatem
and political policy are directed from outside. Kgre (1997:110) intoned that Africa sells her naltoesources at a
lower price and buys machines at higher cost inntenational market. It becomes a problem whencafclaims

to be independent politically but economically igrecountries control the means of livelihood of bitizens. For
instance, many African countries like Nigeria isiggling to survive as a result of fall in oil peic

2. Corruption: Africa is a continent where corruption has dwinldheer meagre income.
Kanu (2012:493) observed that according to 200&hgparency international corruption index, out of rabst
corrupt countries, 15 are African countries. Pufgd16) noted;

It is argued that giant spectre of corruptioraiguably more harmful than terrorism as it siphans
estimated $1 trillion from developing countries aalty, wastes about $40 billion in direct aid aritk
an estimated 3.6 million of the world’s poorest aally through inadequate health care and poordivin
conditions. A CBS TV report says at the extremeeca®rruption causes people to lose faith in
government, states to fail and violence to eruph@éform of organized crime and terrorism (p.20)

It should be stated that corruption is a clog i Wheel of development. In corrupt countries, mobeggeted for
development is diverted to private pockets. Misappation and stash of public funds to foreign tmhkcome the
order of the day.

3. Indebtedness:Most of the African countries are indebted to deped countries. It is

sad that corruption is a major factor that is resjiule for indebtedness in Africa. Kanu (2012:48®j)intained that
in most cases, the indebted countries incurredsdbittaking loans for projects that were never etext or
completed. He further quipped;
Of 46 African countries, 8 have debt less than0$26r capita, 22 have each a debt of between $200 a
$500 per person.... Most heavily indebted are 10 tmmthat owe between $500 and $1,000 for each
citizen, while cote d’ivore, Angola, Tunisia and i#ania owe between $1,000 and $1,500 per person.
Congo has an estimation of $2,000 per person, atdGsuffers from an estimated $3,500 per person.
One of the resultant effects of this ugly situatisrthat the indebted countries spend nationalrmeon servicing
loans alone which affects other sectors adversely.

4. Bad Leadership:It is pathetic to note that Africa has sufferedtie hands of bad leaders. According to lIroegbu
(2004:100), the major challenge that confronts &fris sit tight on power, lack of political will dcommitment to
development. Adjei-Brenyah (1982:362) averred $tate of non-development associated with most AfriStates

is directly attributable to the prevalence of trexwlethargic, most unproductive political chiefimioperating as
“imperial-Lord” life- presidents”. Many African cauries that claim to practice democracy, deprive ¢lizens of

an opportunity of benefiting from the dividendsd#mocracy. Ongong’a (1999:12) maintained that spafiicians
abandon their campaign promises immediately theyetected into power. Some African leaders refoseatate
offices at the expiration of their tenures due dtitigal power offers an opportunity for amassingalth, acquiring
prestige and undue privileges.
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5. Ethnic Conflicts: Ethnic conflicts have caused incessant unrestsveard in Africa where both human and
material resources are lost. Anyacho (2009:80-pinea that African countries that have experiended wars as

a result of ethnic and political conflicts inclutiégeria, Sierra-Leone, Angola, Burundi, Lugandahdtria, Ivory
Coasts, Congo, Sudan and so on. The breaking ocitvibfwars have resulted to the displacement ajpbe. In
South Sudan, it has been discovered that more3B6/000 people have been displaced from JanuaBctober
2011 as a result of conflict. There was inter-athuiblence that took place between 2007 to 2008dlaémed 1,300
lives and 500,000 people displaced in Kenya. Camseity, many Kenyans were raped, property lootetl &mson
committed (Crooks and Mouradian, 2012:6, Misolo26). Ethnic conflicts cause great loses to Afiaca subject
them into perennial poverty. It also creates ettamd political tensions that stifle economic growitd national
development.

Contributions of the Church to Development in Africa

There is a wide belief that the church occupiestal yposition in the development of any country.eTh
pivotal role of the church is realized through kecial services. It is the responsibility of theidh to improve the
welfare of the poor masses. Ekpunobi (1993:62) miskthat the missionaries contributed a lot indegelopment
of many countries in Africa by constructing roads duilding hospitals for them. The church condedaoads to
ease problem of transportation of goods and sex\fioen one place to another. It is unacceptablehferchurch to
emphasize on other- worldly at the expense of thaidly. Therefore, the church should strive ttvance people’s
social and economic status.

The church should emulate missionaries who madiiymampact in Agriculture in order to save a laft
people from malnutrition. Ekpunobi (1993:62) funtlmesisted that most of the improved varietiesrafté and seeds
that have improved the economy of African countriegge brought by the missionaries. The missionavies role
model in massive agricultural production that aéfemployment opportunities for the youths.

Missionaries invested in human development in A&fricoegbu (2004:178) argued that developmentishat
not centred on human development is not worth his Taccounts for the establishment of schools lg th
missionaries in order to provide formal educatiom the people. lwuagwu (1996:121-122) affirmed ttize
missionaries through mental and intellectual upléht give Africa her Leaders and professionals ggecialize in
Medicine, Engineering, Law, Politics, education asxbnomics. Some of the Nationalists who fought tfor
independence of African countries were productsigsionary schools.

The missionaries used enlightenment to educateais on the need to get rid of some obnoxious reultu
that impedes development. In the past, killingwihs, albinos and human sacrifice were prevalerifiica. But,
today some of these ugly practices have becomgghih the past. Ugwu (2002:61) asserted that tlhecbhhas
curbed bribery, nepotism, authoritarianism andtiwali crisis through preaching and open condemnaiothese
evil practices. The church has reduced the levettufic and political unrests by preaching peackeanbarking on
reconciliation to reconcile aggrieved parties, lewceating an enabling environment for economidvisiets to
thrive in Africa.

The church has not lost sight of the reality of mpioyment that has bedeviled the youths. Haselbarth
(1976:37) opined that for the church to contributeural development, she has to take cognizandeghf rate of
unemployment and low agricultural production. Therch is not resting on her oars. Efforts have beade by the
church to eradicate unemployment by establishirilgratquisition centres and processing industnelsere greater
number of youths are employed. The church is cotethitn empowering the youths through skill-acqiosit
centres to enable them be self-employed and ssi&isied.

It has been discovered that the church has dootia hlleviating the plight of poor people in setgi. In
Nigeria, the church has built homes for widows asthblished orphanage homes. The church has psjitéddills
for the poor and awarded scholarships to indigardents. All these are done to alleviate the plighthe poor in
society.

The church has intervened in politics by educatimg citizens and politicians on the necessity adyo
governance. According to Misolo (2013:5), in Kentfgere is Ekklesia Foundation for Gender EducatieifOGE)
that was founded to cater for gender Justice amlidg in Africa. He maintained that with the paetship of
Johannes Angela, Bishop of the Anglican DioceseBofhdo, a one-week civic and Leadership training was
organized. It is observed that 160 church and conityleaders attended the seminar.

The topics handled in the seminar include Peacdgfdtions, Leadership and Kenyan general elections,
democracy and rule of law, devolution of power ae@v constitution. It must be noted that the orgaiion ensures
that there are good governance, rule of law, divildeof democracy, Justice, free and fair electiaoth patriotism
which are hall marks of development. Obeng (2000@0pped that a church has indicated interestuirchmasing
Kentucky Hotel in Harare. The church has also a®reid engaging in bus service. He further averhed the
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church of the province of Kenya has establishecomathicle training institute at Murang’a for traig of women
as automobile mechanics. All these efforts areegbémwards eradicating poverty and attracting dgprakent for
the people.

Religion and underdevelopment in comparative analys.

Religion has caused doctrinal differences amongattas. Uzoho (2006:115) observed that doctrinal
differences ensue due to disagreement among clumméburial of a dead member during or after Hutiae
doctrine of the Holy Trinity and infant baptism”hére is no doubt that they have caused rivalryridig and
schism in Christianity. Aguene (nd:12-13) maintairtbat disunity and hatred have gone to the extesit in
Nigeria, particularly in Igboland it is difficultof a Roman catholic to marry an Anglican and vieesa. The
prejudice and sentiment that exist between Romahaoia Church and Anglican Church on marital grositéve
deprived many people from marrying their lovergréfby causing family problems.

Doctrinal differences resulted to the emergencBl®i Religious movements that have bedeviled Africa
The New Religious movements have spread heresgyamtetism. In most cases, fake Pastors engageeihical
and unwholesome practices with the ulterior moti’exploiting their victims and rendering them pooishould be
noted that world religions like Christianity andals emphasize other-worldliness and play down wosldliness.
Some religions condemn adherents who aspire tongaizh socio-economic and political ambitions. This led
people to become lazy dormant (Ugwu, 2002:64)cdbants for the high rate of poverty in Africa.

Church abolished barbaric cultural practices thet lsway before the advent of Christianity. Althbug
some of the obnoxious cultures still persist titlay. In many African societies, cannibalism andati killing are
still going on despite Christian teaching that tisball no kill. Some of the cultural practices thedr ugly heads are
widow hood rites that subject women under torturd mmhuman treatment. They are deprived the oppiytwf
inheriting their late husbands’ property, therelmposing poverty upon them. There is a culture thdtices women
to mere chattels of the men. Uka (2013:12) dedfiedcondition of women when he described them ftestels
who are given up, sold into marriage (and a manpachase as many as he pleases), in a societhichwhe
myths, the folklore, the proverbs, the taboosgcalispire to dehumanize and oppress womanhood... feTieeno
doubt that in patriarchal society; women are netgiopportunity to contribute towards the developta the
society.

Church has disorganized the African society byuting instruments of social control like divinatiand
consultation of oracles (Aguene nd:10). It has eomded cleansing or purification rites (ikwa alajtracism,
banishment of offenders, useadb, and payment of fines which hither to were usedhieckmate criminal offences
like stealing, telling lies, murder and so on. Ehare anti-social acts that range from armed rghbédnapping,
fraud, murder, bribery and corruption that are étothe wheel of progress.

It must be noted that when the missionaries intteduwestern education, not everybody had the
opportunity of acquiring western education. Thei@n traditional religion has made it possible young girls to
enter into forced and early marriages. Apart frarlyemarriage depriving women the opportunity oboking their
husbands, it has deprived them the opportunitycgliing formal education. As a result of lack aefskc skills for
employment, many women are unemployed, backwardpawd. The African culture has reduced the digwoity
human beings to nothing by institutionalizing thetaast system. It is difficult for the outcasts dontribute
meaningfully to the growth and development of tleeimmunities. They suffer discrimination, segregatiabuse,
insults, mockery and humiliation.

Recommendations

1. Adherents of religions in Africa should emphasizerenon peace which will help to reduce incessant
political and ethnic tensions.

2. Religious Leaders should partner with governmemtréwide basic amenities for the people.

3. Religious Leaders should make moral developmeit phierity which will contribute in no small measau
in increasing and sustaining development in Africa.

4, Religious Leaders should encourage tested ancettuaembers to participate in politics with the am
producing political Leaders who have fear of God.

5. The religious Leaders should act as watchdogs litfqad Leaders in order to checkmate political esses.

6. Political Leaders in Africa should make integritydsaccountability their watchwords.

Conclusion

Africa has witnessed underdevelopment not duedk ¢ human and natural resources, but as a rebult
bad leadership. The underdevelopment in Africdtribaited to both internal and external factorsslinternal in the
sense that some political leaders in Africa areugir They divert public funds to their private aaats, thereby
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depriving the masses the opportunity of havingdasienities of life. The external factor is visiblehe manner in
which the developed countries exploit the undertbgexi countries for their enrichment. However, gieln in
Africa has played crucial role in providing basioenities, skill-acquisition centre and formal edigrathat have
helped to develop Africa.
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Abstract

The return of Nigerians to democracy at the daw@%May, 1999 has created a new basis for the sreses of
literature outputs since then. In seventeen yefiEvilian administration, how do writers responal the socio-
political changes in the country? The upsurge dlitipal cum religious conflicts, ethnic rivalriesnd new
international relations would have naturally attealcliterary artists to more creative works, b thverse appears
to be the case. This situation is very criticapeesally in a discipline like literature where veiis are regarded as
the mirrors of the society. This paper examines dhse of corruption, poverty, apathy and disillosi@nt in
Nigerian literature. It traces corruption to thegblian colonial legacy and links the globalizatiaentors (especially
the internet social and professional media andratbmputer software) as some factors of neo-colisniaposing
serious threats to the Nigerian democracy.

Introduction

When | began to think about writers in my own ceynt saw that the reasons why many of them have
written as they have are centred more in the sedi@tion they share than in their individual eiffnces
of talent and temperament. Nadine Gordimer “Thegéland the Nation in South Africa”

Corruption is a negative term that connotes gerdeahy and moral laxity in the society. Corruptibrives where
there is no discipline and strong moral principless aided by a society with majority of ignorasitizens and loose
moral values. The terms immoral, depravity, diststyeand impurity of thoughts are often associatath w
corruption. This is often seen in the cases whdfering and acceptance of bribes exist as well esual
exploitations, unhealthy rivalry, gossiping, unresagy gluttony, illiteracy, ignorance, easy virtzesl nepotism.
Corruption generally weakens the economy and cseate opportunity for mass poverty and disparity agno
citizens of a nation, working peers and people bcial leaning or affiliation. Only few individusaknjoy affluence
in a corrupt atmosphere, while others who are énntiajority suffer and are made dependents.

The history of Nigeria is replete with strong ewvides of bad leadership. Starting from 1960 when the
country gained her independence to the presemymion has continued to manifest in the novels ather genres
of Nigerian literature. These include Chinua Achgh® Man of the Peopleand Anthills of the SavannahFestus
lyayi's Violence Wole Soyinka’sMadmenand Specialists The Interpretersand his autobiographical nov&he
Man Died, among others. Corruption and Poverty are stroimflyenced by materialism and other imperialistic
attitudes inherited from the British colonial systef administration. This is more evident in theipés succeeding
the independence of Nigeria. Chinua Achebe creatgucture of the materialistic society indicativéits kin
brother corruption in his novél Man of the People According to Odili who was the narrator in thevab

The first thing critics tell you about our ministepfficial residences is that each has seven lmedsoand
seven bathrooms, one for every day of the weekl édin say is that on that night there was no roomy
mind for criticism. | was simply hypnotized by thexury of the great suite assigned to me. Wheryl la
down in the double bed that seemed to ride on hicuf air, and switched on that reading lamp saad
all the beautiful furniture anew from the lying dowwosition and looked beyond the door to the glegmi
bathroom and the towels as large daspga.| had to confess that if | were at that moment enadninister |
would be most anxious to remain one for ever. (3p-3

What really prompted Odili to rise to a positionaffluence overnight was the fact that the protégan the novel,
Chief Nanga “has risen overnight from poverty amslgnificance to his present opulence. “ (37).
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This state of corruption and poverty far reachésh@l segments of the Nigerian society. The in@das
cases of political violence, prostitution, sortiagmed robbery, kidnapping, ritual murders, gangsteand cultism
are the results of what the society see as théegl@and bounties of such nefarious and dubiousitées. The
church is not left out. Priests and laity membearsdwink at and often commend such sudden riseftoeate of
members of their congregations without asking theces of such wealth. Among the religious grolnesrselves,
there is no love for their members who fail to @ionally share the booties of office or occasignallvard
contracts to the influential members of his denation. Even when the truth is known about the sesiaf wealth,
the church easily hides under the umbrella of naii@ation claiming that God has really blessedrthembers.
Corruption has risen to so much magnitude in Neggéstay that the country is now rated as the tmodt corrupt
nation on earth.(Adeodi: NigeriaNews. Com). Theiaibn is such a worrisome one that an averageatitee
scholar could compare corruption now in Nigeriawbat was obtainable in Ghana which Ayi Kwei Armah
portrayed in his novehe Beautyful Ones Are Not Yet Bas ‘dirty and smelling’. An upright man is regadda
Nigeria today as a big fool because he does natedike the others’. The obvious manifestatiortto$ evil wind is
seen in the high rate of poverty of citizens amsteiety without conscience or sense of direction.

The termPovertyas a noun defines a state of being poor, lackiegottsic necessities of life and suffering
from inferiority as a result of this condition. A&son suffering from poverty lacks access to basgessities of life.
These necessities include food, shelter, clothpogtable water, health care, education and enablgpprtunity to
enjoy a decent living. The negative result of powés suffering, violence, sickness, dehumanizaaod in some
cases death. The two states of corruption and powere depicted by Festus lyayi in his novalence While the
protagonist in the novel, Queen already owned tvealem storey buildings in New Benin and was settipgher
own hotel along Sakpoba Road, at the same timelibgilanother house at Ugbowo, - outside her husbavin
hotel building; Idemudia could not afford to feeidhkelf and his wife Adisa, not to talk of providitige shelter and
clothing required of a husband. lyayi presentgtupe of a hopeless state of poverty as follows

Idemudia shook himself free of this thought. If hisuse fell, he knew he would lose nothing
except perhaps his own life. He wouldn’t lose mpobperty. He hadn't any to lose.

He knelt down on the bed and made a short prayéot.
‘You should be praying in the church, not here,igsdtold him coldly.

‘Anywhere you can pray is a church,” Idemudia §upack.” | am hungry. | want something to
eat. ' He felt back on the bed with a groan. The lerieked. (2)

In the midst of this situation, Idemudia couldIséihgage in menial labourer’s job, carrying blod&s
masons to build homes for politicians, prostitutd® Queen, and swindlers, and equally selling bisod
occasionally to blood dealers so as to earn maiefgéed’. Poverty is a common disease in Nigeriatiom so much
that it has assumed a part of the government systdime forty-nine years of nationhood of Nigeridne World
Bank report of 2000 states that Nigeria's Gross Bstin Product (GDP) at the end of 1999 is US $8fi(cppita at
1995 purchasing power parity. In the words of Chujekwe, “whilst Mauritius had a GDP per capita & $9800,
Nigeria’s GDP per capita in 1975 was US $1000 whhat of Mauritius was US $3500 for 1975. Thus laththe
average Nigerian became poorer by 20 percent tbeage Mauritian became richer by 150 percent.”Gg)er
factors like the infant mortality rate and adutetacy show that Nigerians are below the averageoirerty while
“the UNDP believes that 70 percent of Nigeriang Ibelow the poverty line of US $1 per day,” (op.ci

The resultant effects of corruption and povertyNigeria are general apathy and disillusionment in
Nigerian literature, indicating that democracylisséve to the people. These developments havéntad to reflect
as major themes in the Nigerian literature thatexsi have chosen to address these issues, noa®uolhjtics, but as
leaders of their own standing, teachers, moralistecknowledged legislators, prophets and evenuictsts.
According to Achebe, the writer's duty is “to expédn depth the human condition. In Africa he carperform this
task unless he has a proper sense of history.” (8)

While the Nigerian novels published in the 1950svststrong evidence of colonial contacts between
Nigerians and Europeans, the novels of the 60s7&sdshow serious increase in corruption and poveriphe
Nigerian political scene as a result of this contakhe resultant effects of these are general gpatid
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disillusionment on the side of the citizens. Steytirom the 1980’s to the present, there is a gdmgwn turn in the
enthusiasm of authors in Nigeria to write books.ef¢hbooks are written, they are published with cenonal gain
as a primary interest of the writers. What areflotors that can be attributed to be the causki®fproblem?

Theoretical Framework

Corruption and poverty can be so destructive tgystesn that they could cause all sorts of danger and
damage if not properly addressed. It is on thisumggion that this research is based on the difteceitical
viewpoints in literature. As a conceptual issugyanents of the theories give different interpretadi to the root
causes of corruption and poverty. Since these iheare limitless in scope, this paper is limitedhte topic’s facial
meanings, while concentrating on the resultantcesfef corruption and poverty, which in this coriteavers apathy
and disillusionment in Nigerian literature. Thigiglence rates the assessment of democracy in Higery low.

The theoretical dimension in this paper is charmhele the holistic approach to literature. It isréfere
pre-supposed that corruption is a developed hahibhan largely caused by a materialistic societynéterialistic
society like Nigeria where the masses believe gtyom the outward appearances or on wealth adiprisat all
cost is bound to have problems of corruption, pgyepathy and disillusionment. The secondary taswll sorts
of social ills seen within individuals and the eatsociety.

Corruption and Poverty in the Nigerian Literature: Historical Origin

The history of Nigerian literature cannot be congleithout tracing the origin of written literatune the
country. Before the advent of written literaturegétians were making do with traditions of oraktdture.The
advent of slave trade and colonialism exposed Migsrto Islam and Christian religions. Western @mebic
education, literacy and other new forms of admiat&in thereafter took hold in the Nigerian nation.

This reference point is necessary as it remindsatbed of the ‘primitive’ Nigeria, with its innocer,
ethnic norms and mores, religions, methods of¢astind orientations. The story of Olaudah Equianbri89 on his
life as a slave, the reports of Richard and Johmdees on their explorations of River Niger befo83Q cum J.F.
Schon versus Samuel Crowther’s reports on the ijigtbslave trade, all testified to the innocence urity of
Nigerians in politics before the arrival of the wehinan. Although Chinua Achebe made an analogywtépicted
Nigerians as being innately corrupt, when he dzéd t

Anyone who has given any thought to our societytnb@ésconcerned by the brazen materialism
one sees all around. | have heard people blame Ewope. That is utter rubbish. In fact the
Nigerian society | know best - the |bo society s leways been materialistic...All the four titles
in my village were taken-not given- and each ond hsa price. African Writers on African
Writing: 12)

The above view is to say the least defensive oftcthenial masters. It is the opinion of this pafieat the
high level of materialism in Nigeria is a recenwvel®pment that became well pronounced after theimgpmof the
white man and not a part of our culture, as thees&whebe affirmed this view in the character of Gkwo of
Umuofia who had to work hard to make his wealththnpwing Amalinze the cat in a wresting match aaidrtg his
titles after that incidence in AchebeT$iingsFall Apart. Acording to Achebe in that book, “Okonkwo was well
known throughout the nine villages and even beydtis.fame rested on solid personal achievementsa $sung
man of eighteen he had brought honour to his \éllag throwing Amalinze the Cat. “(3) Hard work wtee
yardstick for measuring success in the pre-colgméaiod of Igho land and a man’s wealth was meakhyehe size
of his barns and a number of wives he married théerefore logical to say that the introductiorcofrency into the
Nigerian economy created grounds for corruptiorméd robbery, swindling, exploitation of masses anbery
became easy and rife due to the fact that the mefa@sonomic exchange turned framade by batato the use of
currency. These factors were very alien to the IgbNigeria where Achebe came from, but these bectma new
order of the day after the coming of the white mBaday, this factor has grown to higher proportion.

In the 1950s, Nigerian written literature came istéstence with the publication of Amos Tutuold@ke
Palm Wine Drinkard in 1952. The work was a big surprise to the Waestorld, but later lost most of its glory
when it was discovered to have developed from tbeulya mythologies. Cyprian Ekwensi in 1954 publgsiés
novel, Peopleof the City and based his narrative on the problems of urii@nas found in a place like Lagos in the
early fifties. This novel and many of those he wriatter are however not very successful in teclhisiease, as they
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failed to master the formal aspects of fiction likem, characterization, dialogue and themes. GhiAchebe’s
ThingsFall Apart (1958) really opened the eyes of the world toNiigerian literature. The work qualifies as both
anthropological and classical literature of Nigerteaditional village life and equally has its esse in technical
sense.

Democracy and Disillusionment: the Post Independeriligerian Literature.

The aftermath of independence in the history ofeNin literature was marked by disillusionmenthie t
whole aspects of living in the society. Evidenceowi where the colonial legacies inherited by Nayes
manifested a large scale corruption, abuse ofesfitawlessness and other types of negative teretedetrimental
to the stability and progress of the nation. Nigesi took stock of the period and reflected on thiure of
independence to bring individual freedom and soem@ality. Some of the novels published in thisiqzbrare
Chinua Achebe’sA Man of the People Wole Soynika’sThe Interpreters Gabriel Okara’sThe Voice and T.M.
Aluko’s Chief the HonourableMinister. Democracy connotes the participation of the ratethe government; as
such, it is obvious that Nigerian writers lost et in the whole essence of the new styled demgdrdroduced
into the country by the Western world.

Narcissism in Nigerian Literature

Since the early seventies, the thematic concetheoNigerian literature has taken various new disiars.
A random survey of the literatures of nineteen asées, eighties and nineties show that while sofrthe writers’
project new political thoughts and ideas, embraditayxism, socialism, feminism, psycho-analysisusturalism
and surrealism, others embrace the romantic visjoreonstruction of the Nigerian landscape. Untike pioneers
and early Nigerian writers who were consciouslyinconsciously inspired by the negritude movemdret,fhodern
/ new Nigerian writers lost their central focuslgawith each individual veering off into any arehtheir interest.
These areas of interests peculiar to the individudtiers and their peculiarity of styles, themesl aettings have
been classified under narcissism.

The Fourth Democratic Era and the Nigerian Literature

The word democracy has many definitions. Out o§¢héefinitions, one obvious factor is that demograc
has to do with the people and government. Accorthrigious inMicrosoftEncartaPremium2009,“democracy is a
political system in which the people of a countyerthrough any form of government they choosestatgish.”
The Oxford AdvancedLearner’sDictionary of CurrentEnglish defines democracy as “government in whith a
adult citizens share through their elected repttesees.” (229)

According to theEncyclopediaBritannica the word democracy literally means, “rule by fleople. The
term is derived from Greedtemokratia which was coined frodemog“people”) andkratos(“rule”) in the middle
of the 8" century BC to denote the political systems thestieg in some Greek city - states, notably Athens.

A careful study of the Nigerian polity reveals tihddtory repeats itself in the development of thigekian
literature. Looking back at AchebeA Man of the People and Anthills of the Savannahthere is an immediate
knowledge of events revealing them selves in ttudospolitical scene of the Nigerian literature. Bgisubjects to
the societal demands of get-rich-quick syndrome,etta of censorship in the Nigerian literature diasl. One can
hardly see such works that passed through the tigbrbands of the editors of the African Writersi&&AWS).
Such renowned publishers like the Heinemann, Lomgmidricana Fep., University Press, Ethiope and rifou
Dimension Publishers among others have gone agrafindt totally moribund. A careful selection afdrature
works published between 1999 and 2009 shows tlesé tis no uniformity in what the authors are wagtirrive
novels that are studied within the said period hdiffeerent themes and each of this novel's pubiaratwas
sponsored by their authors. The poor quality ofieglithese novels, coupled with their poor bindnlities show
that poverty is a contributing factor to these deficies. Out of these five noveMpneyis not Everythingby Ndidi
Chukwuemeka;The Tangle by Donatuslloanya, A Tourneyto Hell by Gentle Ejiofor,My Hero by lkechukwu
Asika andDameand the Den by Gentle Ejiofor, only the last one has a quatityer and reputable binding, plus
printing because of the particular theme it handded the personality projected in the novel. Thisra new
development in the history of the Nigerian literatu that of praise singing, which the last ndvaimeandthe Den
explored and gave some returns to its author. Blvelrprojected the achievements of the then incunn@®vernor
of Anambra State, Dame Virgy Etiaba, who found ékii& the Governor’s seat by chance or circumsta@f the
novels listed, almost all of them underwent ‘lauinghceremonies’ to raise money, where the authousdcafford
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to organize such. This is good evidence that thigeksr of these novels had aims of making moneyadfuheir
works instead of correcting the ills in the sociétyhere the novels were not launched, the auth@senserious
efforts to have them recommended for studentshods so that they could make some gains out af warks. No
matter what, every writer has the right to chodeeline of action to take in life. It could be take much money
(i.e. commercial writing), to make name or to cimtte to the development of society in which heipart of.
Amuta says that, “in certain social situations, eommiters end up being irrelevant or plain traitofgheir people.”
(29). The issues discussed in the five novels ropad earlier are not very relevant to the socidtipal scene of
the present Nigeria nation, but best qualify ascisaistic writings embracing religion, friendshighild
development, growth and superstitious beliefs. Qidydi Chukwuemeka’$1oneyis Not Everythingaddressed the
problem of materialism and its dire consequencds Book uses its protagonist Obinna to expose tlile e
consequences of get-rich-quick syndrome which legetiled the Igbo society from where the authorea@binna
who suffered because of the syndrome of get-ridbkgicame to realize the evils of this problem ahelir dire
consequences to the people and their society &l tts change the mind sets of the young ones dnsbciety
towards educational pursuit before other things.

D.S. Izevbaye said that “the critic requires sdmaning in discrimination to enable him to acceypt
reject, and to praise or blame.” (3) From persquhts of view, it is observed that almost all fhee novelists
studied in the fourth democratic era had littlenortraining in the field of literature before delgiinto writing their
novels. There is equally poor editing of those worutside the problem of poor handling of themethle authors.
Only Chukwuemeka had her M.A. in English from theilérsity of Nigeria, Nsukka before writing her reds.
Apart from her educational qualifications, Chukwweda has worked in the government circle for yeafore
writing. The only problem with her novel is thathias a foreword written by the then Governor of Wbea State
whose administration was not well accepted by ttieenis, due to the arrears of salary he owed werkethe state
and the teachers in general. 1zevbaye furthersstht, “if a literary culture has not a criticeadition in which its
critics can be trained, the critic must receivenirgy in an existing tradition elsewhere.” (3) Thevels studied in
this writing lacked such critical traditions, exteme. There is therefore problem of paucity ofksoas there is few
or no literary culture that existed in the fourmabcratic era.

The Modern Nigerian Writer and the International Ma rket

From the inception of nationhood, Nigerian writdrave been confronting one problem or the other.
Starting with the colonial legacy left behind bytBuropean world, the writer has to contend with phoblem of
political tussles occasioned by the ethnic diffeemnand opposing regions of Southern and Northarts pf the
country. The different poles of Nigeria and theimas ethnic and historical backgrounds of the Haasd other
Nigerians created margin and room for occasionfigal cum religious conflicts, ethnic rivalriesia all sorts of
marginalization. To worsen the situation, the récarculation of knowledge of computer components dhe
internet uses has turned the world into a glodige thereby enhancing exploitation and deprivatibbasic rights
of citizens.

The average Nigerian is still battling with meetitige modern demands of aesthetics in literature and
educational concepts and is further thrown off bed¢aby the new scientific and technological disci@ge This
seriously places the Nigerian writer at a seriosadiantage in the world - wide politics and atigg. In all these
situations, much is still expected of the writeccarding to Chinua Achebe, “the writer cannot expede excused
from the task of re -education and regenerationh riinzst be done. In fact he should march right anffr For he is
after all... the sensitive point of his communitfXfrican Writerson African Writing: 4).

The point is that the Nigerian writer is a beingefl to time and space. As an individual with lirdite
knowledge of global events, he cannot offer whatibes not have. Emenyonu suggests that, “whethaeleet for
the Nigerian student what he reads or leave hisetect by himself we should be familiar with sortrategies that
would make it possible for him to derive from hésding a considerable amount of knowledge and ypledq17)

While Nigerians wait for the time when her citizendl meet up with the modern global scientific and
technological advancement, writers as part of thoeesy are moving along with others. The corruptioat prevails
in the country is caused by human beings as wedbaerty and other social factors. Apathy is a psjyagical state
of being indifferent to the society due to the riagatendencies prevalent in that society. It carekperienced by
the writer while reacting to the contemporary isswues well as felt by the masses against the Ishigeof their
nation or against a literary artist. Disillusionrhen its own part is a state where one’s mindes from illusions.
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Nigerians have followed the white people blindlyathigh degree that their minds are no longeridlusd.
There is an awareness that a big gap still existwden the whites and the black men. Although rhtzstks feel
that colonialism has ended, there is a new consoiss that the blackman is still enslaved and higRkploited
through the modern global economic systems. Thi®fadvanced free exploitations can best be desdras neo-
colonialism. As Powell states, “it is doubtful ifumit as large as a nation can work as a pure dempcThe
relevant national experiences today are found litigad systems where representative leaders aoserhthrough
competitive elections. “(3)

Conclusion

From the analysis carried out, there is every o that corruption and poverty developed outhef
colonial encounter of Nigerians with Europe anddfter effects of this encounter. Before the adwedmlonialism,
Nigerians were known for egalitarianism. Exposusethie European ideas made each postcolonial Nigdda
struggle to make his wealth through self strugdleere was little or no corruption in the pre-cokinNigeria
because the means of exchange then was physicstheabs vis-a-viz staple food, livestock, laboul ah some
time later cowries were introduced to aid the meainsxchange. A poor man then was distinguishethfeolazy
man. Only when somebody refused to work hard ta ediving did he become poor. Such example wasddity
Achebe in a character like UnokaThingsFall Apart, whose son Okonkwo struggled hard and “washethdmisls
to join the elders on the table.” This paper issgty of the view that the introduction of Europeanonetary system
made it easier for people of Nigeria to steal ahdat. Armed robbery, trade in human beings, assssms,
election rigging, swindling (i.e. 419) and othergaBve social and religious life became rife as atimg,
exploitation and extortion of money was made edsyethe simple act of rascalism and playing trioksfigures.
Lazy people, outcasts and even slaves startedgtalpnthe positions of authorities like that ofditeonal rulers,
opinion leaders, business magnates and villageshiealdbo land and some other parts of Nigeria bseaf this
easy means of economic exchange anchored on casb. idnemployment and poverty became higher evgrgda
only few individuals that closely transact businegth the civilized countries get richer daily. Asstem of
monopoly was introduced in Nigeria where only fesople are rich and large number of others is made. pWhile
Nigeria and other developing countries get pooveryay through the introduction of the internaibmonetary
exchange, the civilized countries get richer thtoogeasures and fiscal policies that reduce th@iedgants to mere
beggars.

The paper therefore suggests that originality afagl and one’s contentment over the values of his
achievements in life is the starting point to miéguand wealthiness. While it is not the opiniontbé writer that
Nigerians should dissociate themselves from theriietional market, the paper recommends a pragmapgicoach
to the problem of Nigerians, - that is to say us@momber six’ in every situation. In this caseetd should be some
level of political, religious, psychological, phdophical and economic independence on the sideigdridns, as
well as their re-visitation of their sense of valui order to abate the problem of corruption, gy apathy and
disillusionment. Leaders on their own part should to reach a high level of maturity before asmrito that
position and equally maintain transparent honestgetgain the confidence of the masses. This egaglplies to
literature authors as they too are leaders. Nigsrighould learn to be creative, innovative and hewdking to
overcome the shackles of poverty. That is a goodirgtt for restoring confidence in them and in tredrship of
the nation.
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Abstract:

Marriage among the Igbo of Nigeria is a rite ofgsge which everyone, man or woman must undergo @ancmre

in a life time. When a girls passed the age of “sehdaughter the Igbo say, she gets to the age a$evhife.” It is

same to a boy who has gone through adolescenseafitpassage after which beautiful maidens willnfeking

attempts to be his chosen one. To the Igbo, marigdor life. Unfortunately, for one reason or thiber, some
couples are seen getting divorced. The questionisevirere was the love before marriage? What isateeof such
separated family? It beats people’s imagination tiva would come together to make children all baradon such
product of theirs to the mercy of hardship. Thelgtwas carried out in Igbo land of Nigeria in A&icThe Igho
people believed to have migrated from among thes e lovers of children. Abandoning their childtersuffer is
a taboo which their ancestors frown at. Unfortulyates a result of Western influence, they seenelshifted from
their traditional life to practice what they leafrdm the white man hence the enormous problemisdabem. In
view of this, the paper tried to highlight the cesiof divorce among the couples and the consegsefcguch
misdeeds. The study therefore suggests that cogbleuld try and settle whatever differences thay mrise in
their marriage so as to avoid abandoning the ptodlutheir marriage to waste and become a problkemwdrld

peace.

Key words: Effect, Divorce, Igbo, African, Children
Introduction:

In the process of Igho African rites of passagerdlygets a stage in one’s life time where one peeted to perform
a rite of separation from adolescence and initiatido adulthood. The rite is celebrated by mald female with
different nomenclatures. The names vary accordingptality in Igbo land. Among)mabala Igbo, the rite for
female is calledneezi while other parts of Igbo land especially; the lera Abia areas know it éasumgbede. This
is for grown up girls and it is a rite which a mettperforms for her daughter to appreciate herkémping her
virginity till the time her age mates are ripe fmarriage. It is a ceremony whereby the girls arpared for
marriage. It is therefore a ceremony after whidltoss: start to come for the girls of their choic8®metimes when
a girl gets married before the turn of her age maigerform the rite, the husband has to do ih#rin conjunction
with the mother. In this case, the girl is honof@dnot bring shame to the family. Among the Iglemple of Africa,
it is a thing of joy for a female child to preserver virginity for whomever that may become herbarsl even if
she is betrothed to a man.

On the other hand, before a male child could be wabe taken as a man among the Igbo, he perfthrenste of
separation from adolescence and the rite of imtainto adulthood. These rites are two in one kitewn asiba
mmanw, ;ma akwaor jwa akwadepending on the dialect area of Igbo. It is atés rite that a male child is set to
join or form age grade through which one gets imedlin the affairs of one’s community. During oteafthis
ceremony, one is expected to begin to look for aiageable girl. Christian Holy Book, The Bible say... a man
shall leave his father and mother and be joindddavife, and the two shall become one flesh. 8¢ tire no longer
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two, but one flesh” (Matt, 19:5-8)(Gen; 3:243, when a boy gets a girl and they agree to martly thie consent of
their parents, they undergo several rites of uaiccording to Igbo culture known &dw oku, ije okwr igba nkw.

Contraction of marriage between a man and a womantithe business of the two persons alone buiukimess of
families of parties, their friends and kindred. §hs why the Igbo people take their time to makequiries
concerning personalities of either of the coupld¢oand history of each family. In so doing, onlce marriage
consummated, the lady so married is not owned bglyhe man she is married to but by the entire ffarnd
relations of the man. She is therefore calfedinye m (my wife) by everyone from the man’s extended fgnthe
belongs alone to the man only on bed. At the same, tall persons from the extended family of thieldar call the
man,ege m (my in-law). This is to say that Igbo family exmnwith contraction of one marriage or the otheicivh
makes it unique. Any child out of this marriageaiso owned by all and trained by all hence theIgay thanwa
bu nwa ¢ra (child is owned by all). It is surprising that @ée the uniting capacity of one marriage, it iscal
capable of disintegrating a people for life. Disigrtation comes in when the love that exists betveelkasband and
a wife goes sour causing divorce. Many things douate to souring love and divorce.

Causes of Divorce

Contrary to Western concept and reasons for maryriafricans especially the Igbo of Nigeria get im@arriage
with sole aim of procreating in order to have ahifhey know that it is only when a man and a womenin
contact sexually that they may procreate. Theyefloee frown at hearing that a man is married tell@d man or a
woman being married to a fellow woman as found modgnized in some Western nations. In same vam #iey
are against a man making himself a eunuch as atiti@iramong Catholic Priests. They see the pradtfidhe
Catholic Priests as a temptation to God’s injunttto mankind thus: “Go ye unto the world and prate&
(Christian Holy Book). From the above citation, one may understandeitiagr of the couple does not rejoice if he
or she finds out that his or her partner is infertas infertility of one of the couple amounts tefident in
procreating. “The divorce was caused by many yehtkings that | did wrong. | was not a good hugbavly own
insecurities meant not being able to show love towife” (Paul R. Amato and Denise PrevitiExpectation of
relatives from a couple for pregnancy within threenths of marriage is high. After three months aagregnancy
in view, the couple, their parents, relatives atehfls become apprehensive. Either side of thawslimmediately
starts to trade blames on either of the coupldalerdelay or misfortune. Some may start going tpiire for the
cause of the delay through divination or a seerel$olution is not forthcoming, divorce sets in.

Among the Igbo people of Nigeria, there are certaiteria that people consider in giving out thelldren in
marriage. Some of these criteria are the bridegtedamily’s wealth, their farm lands, societal st&bor hierarchy,
etc. These criteria during initial inquiries couldt properly be obtained and the marriage contda@®ode (1956)
found that high status divorcees tended to repersgmality problems and conflict over values asaega for
divorce, whereas low status divorcees tended tortéack of economic support from their former haiss One
needs to understand that in some marriages edpeanidifrica, are not based on love rather on catigh from an
agent that the spouse to be is nice, from goodlyaanid other good qualities. Of course, one mayewstdnd that
one man’s meat may be another’s poison. And ser,lathen the lady finds out that what she was &tidut the
man is not exactly what he is, there looms trowtiéch leads to divorce. On this note, perhaps liesé reasons,
wive; are more likely than husbands to initiateodde (Albrecht, Bahr, & Goodman, 198&oode, 19586;Kitson,
1992).

! The New American Bible. Matthew, 19:5-6. Mak@ity-Philippines: St. Paul's Catholic Book PublisbiCo.
ISBN: 971-504-616-92012:43

2 Genesis, 3:24. P. 6

3 Christian Holy Book

* Paul R. Amato & Denise Previti People’s Reasons for Divorcing: Gender, Social Class, the Life Course, and

Adjustment The Pennsylvania State University

® Goode, W. J. (1956)Vomen in divorceNew York: Free Press.
® Albrecht, S. L., Bahr, H. M.,&Goodman, K. L. (1983). Divorce and remarriage: Problems, adaptations,

and adjustments. Westport, CT: Greenwood.
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In some marriages, there are too much gap betveeage of the man and that of the woman. In théimild, it was
normally the man giving the woman many years ah&€hdre are cases where a man could marry a daughtés

female age mate. What this means is that the maroidar than the girls with about twenty five tarth five years.

An instance was the case of Nigerian former Presidéo was 70 years when he married his last wHe was 17
years old was giving her a gap of 53 years. Sonestim the past, a Northern Nigerian Governor whs afaout
65years, got married to a 13 year old Egyptian ginis type of marriage is meant to keep the agiag alive but
that does not happen because, such a youngergjimitdly would not be satisfied sexually by theakeold man. In
such a situation, the girl likes to meet her male mates outside or even within the husband’s hodmen she
enjoys sex with. Of course, she may not continugngasex in hiding and so, likely to initiate diva. One
understands the reason for this as long time’siageris said to suffer disruption when ones’ spogests outside
marriage sex partner.

Associated with the above is a situation where a ocwauld not meet the demands of the wife. The deimanuld be
fiscal, behavioral or sexual. Levinger (1966) fouhdt low-Socio-economic status divorced individuebmplained
about financial problems, physical abuse, and @rmkwhereas high-Socio-economic status divorcelividuals
complained about lack of love and excessive demémts their spouseS Some of these are unusual demands
which some married women which should not be, n@kintheir husbands and not meeting those leadsdnean
into unholy acts. An unholy act in marriage is ddfity. Goode’s (1956) research revealed that camfd of
infidelity, drinking, and the general quality of me life increased with duration of marriage, whereamplaints
about personality and value conflict decreaSed.

With respect to perceived causes of divorce, woragpear to be more likely than men to refer to iahai or
emotional issues, such as basic unhappiness amdnpatibility (Cleek & Pearson, 1985),former spouses’
personalities (Kitson, 1993,and a general lack of love (Levinger, 1966Former wives also are more likely than
former husbands to refer to a cluster of negatiggnger behaviors, including physical abuse, emati@buse,
substance use, going out with “the boys,” and reegiehome and children (Bloom, Niles, & Tatche®85:** Cleek

& Pearson, 1985’ Kitson, 1992*° Levinger, 1968'). Emotional and moral stability is very importantmarriage.
In every society, there are men who excessivelykdindulge in hard drugs, engage in extra masiéxl, abuse and
bully their spouses. At same time, such peopleatdake proper care of the family. They would ratstay out late.

” Goode, W. J. (1956). Women in divorce. New York: Free Press.
¥ Kitson, G. C. (1992). Portrait of divorce: Adjustment to marital breakdown. New York: Guilford.

° Levinger,G. (1966). Sources of marital dissatisfaction among applicants for divorce. American

Journal of Orthopsychiatry36, 803-807.
9 Goode, W. J. (1956)Vomen in divorceNew York: Free Press.
1 Cleek, M. G.,&Pearson, T. A. (1985). Perceived causes of divorce: An analysis of interrelationships. Journal of

Marriage & the Family, 47, 179-183.
2 Kitson, G. C. (1992). Portrait of divorce: Adjustment to marital breakdown. New York: Guilford.

} Levinger,G. (1966). Sources of marital dissatisfaction among applicants for divorce. American Journal of
Orthopsychiatry, 36, 803-807.

% Bloom, B. L., Niles, R. L.&Tatcher,A.M. (1985). Sources of marital dissatisfaction among newly separated
persons. Journal of Family Issues, 6, 359-373.

15 Cleek, M. G.,&Pearson, T. A. (1985). Perceived eausf divorce: An analysis of interrelationshipeurnal of

Marriage & the Family47, 179-183.
'® Kitson, G. C. (1992). Portrait of divorce: Adjustment to marital breakdown. New York: Guilford.
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Not many women could endure these kinds of attiaglé breads frustration. Some psychiatric pasiewho have
been examined, tested positive to being victimthefunholy behaviors of their spouses.

Among the Igbo, a wife is expected to manage thmendn managing the home, she has to take catedamily

by making sure that the children do not lack arigghmaking sure that the husband and the childiemot go
hungry and be sure of the neatness of the houselfi@ddvife lacks these characteristics, even thigre extended
family of the husband will join hands in gettingrimacking where she never steps on the sand dhathidy again.

A respondent informed this study that he sent hfe wacking because she did not know how to prepageod
soup. He narrated how his mother-in-law came tar theuse during his wife’s period of enclosure gdpared
onugbu(bitter leaf) soup (a popular type of soup amdmgy lgbo of Nigeria) with complete chicken parts aed,

the soup could not be eaten by any one. It was eagsng indeed because though, the soup is knewittar leaf,
it tastes good and it was expected to taste betterchicken parts still, the expectation was natnfs a result of
that and the wife’'s other dirty characteristics,go¢ another wife for himself and divorced thetfifBhis was why
the Igbo normally say that a good maiden could gaiyher husband through stomach. It is so inligireparing
good edibles for one’s spouse, a husband nevepettisle his house.

In contrast, men, more often than women, blamelitherce on external factors, such as work or proislevith in-
laws (Kitson, 19922 Levinger, 1968). Some mother-in-laws do constitute parasiteshersbn-in-laws’ purse. It is
a problem when young man tries to have a settleehmyrgetting married to a maiden but could not cahend the
amount of demands being experienced on daily biaseshis wife’s relations. A male divorcee in apesse to a
question, said that he separated with his wifetdustrange character he started noticing in hig wifmediately his
mother-in-law left their house for home after hesitto them during his wife’s period of enclostenugwo). He
said that his wife’s attitude changed immediatedy imother left; that he did not know that while siteyed with her
mother as he was away for work, the mother tuttvedon some evil behaviours and she never considbeclove
they have for each other and tried to practice vghatwas taught. He queried, “... how could | hayreored her
since we have been living peacefully and happilfotee her mother’s visit.” He said, “I sent her pixk and
initiated for divorce since she could not realizg move to show her love and she failed to undedstaham sure |
did not marry to die” he said.

The life course perspective (Elder, 1984with its emphasis on the timing and duration wérgs, incorporates
factors such as age at marriage, duration of nggriand the presence of children. With respectjtoa marriage,
individuals who marry at younger ages tend to repare marital problems and experience a greatkrafi divorce
than individuals who marry at older ages (Bumpasal.e 19915 Problems that lead to divorce among married
couple of Ighbo decent have been traced to earlyiaggr being practiced in Igbo land. There are sitna where a
baby girl is born and a family friend to the paeenf the baby girl would go and betroth the baby tgi their own
son who also is a minor. They two families woul@rttbe exchanging gifts and visits, relating on Hebfathe
minors as in-laws till they grew up. At about 111& years of age, they will get married withoutittensent. A
respondent whose mother married a baby of 7yedrsvben his own age was 12 narrated how he thobgltthe
girls married for him, was his sister. He came tmwWw her as his wife when she came up to 12 andntbider
wanted them to start having sex. He couldn't belibis mother, he said. He said that immediateky,|dlve he had
for her as his sister diminished. Because of thengperception they had for their relationshipytbeuld not stay

1 Levinger,G. (1966). Sources of marital dissatistactamong applicants for divorcémerican Journal of
Orthopsychiatry 36, 803-807.
¥ Kitson, G. C. (1992). Portrait of divorce: Adjustment to marital breakdown. New York: Guilford

° Levinger,G. (1966). Sources of marital dissatisfaction among applicants for divorce. American Journal of
Orthopsychiatry, 36, 803-807.

° Elder,G. H., Jr. (1994). Time, agency, and social change: Perspectives on the life course. Social Psychology
Quarterly, 57, 5-15.

21Bumpass, L. L., Martin, T. C., & Sweet, J. A. (1991). The impact of family background and early marital factors on
marital disruption. Journal of Family Issues, 12, 22-42.
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long as a couple and divorced. This is why Whit@9() says, With respect to duration of marriageoiies occur
more often in the early rather than the later yedmnarriage. Consequently early divorces are disprtionately
due to the discovery of basic incompatibility, datfin values, and personality clashé®\evertheless, Paul R.
Amato and Denise Previti say that couples in mgesaof long duration face challenges (such asngishildren,
boredom with the relationship, and gradually diveggnterests and attitudes) that differ from tho$éndividuals
in marriages of short duration.

Some girls are married to deities without knowihgn contracting such marriage, such a girl andgeople are
deceived into thinking that the girl's husbandhe Priest to the deity. Sometimes, the unsuspetdihgmay not
even know that the man seeking her hands in mariim@ priest to a deity. And so, it is not easkiow this
because the priest is in charge of giving babiesvéVer, whenever the girl or her people find oiNprte is the
only action left for them.

Prior studies indicate that education and inconeditate marital success (Voydanoff, 1993 Education promotes
more effective communication between couples, thelping them to resolve differences. In contrase $tress
generated by economic hardship increases disagreemeer finances, makes spouses irritable, andedses
expressions of emotional support (Conger et aBp1¥ These days in Igbo land, education and or econamaith

of either partner in marriage serves as facilitatoany marriage contract. However, it was obsemed many

divorce cases arose as a result of loss of jobnieypartner whose economic down turn could not albaw or her

contribute to the up keep of the family. Accordilmga respondent who is a divorcee, “I initiatedagec of divorce
against my husband for his reneging from his premispay for my higher education till | graduateilethe was

trying to make me believe him.” Becker (1991) adjtizat people generally have imperfect informaabout their

partners during courtship but learn substantiallyerabout their spouses after marriage.

Many men have deceived their women whom the matréestd on such promises. One may understand that ma
women do not belong to the kitchen as said by NagePresident Buhari (2016), “My wife belongs to kitchen
and to my bed room and other rooms.” Gone are déngs1 women are calleatiaku. Those who belonged to this
group of women suffered when their husbands pass&y. As a result of this, some women have divotbedit
men for keeping them at home.

In fact, reasons for divorce cannot be exhaustemhanpaper. However, one needs to know that ortsneet thing
in marriage is love, true love. Marriage crumbldseve the base is not on love. We now come to thblgm of
early marriage or forced marriage as practiced antba cultural groups of Northern Nigeria. In thertthern part
of Nigeria especially among the Muslims where neayei is by force, divorce comes easy. A lady foroced
marriage runs away once she is let out of the cammpound with a serious guard. A similar casdotaed
marriage is marriage by inducement due to charmesfpondent fronOmabala area of Igbo land could not hold his
emotion when he was responding to a question pimsain. He told a story of how his friend’s motHered him
into marrying her last daughter. He said, | wasedexd into believing that the girl loved me. | didt know that the
woman used charm on her daughter and because nadigvant to disrupt the long relationship | haveeatly
established with the family, | foolishly entereddrthe short lived marriage. The study understdad the woman
in question charmed the young girl into loving ken’s friend and though, the charm did not actuatfgct the girl

> White, L. (1991). Determinants of divorce: A review of research in the eighties. In A. Booth (Ed.), Contemporary
families: Looking forward, looking back (pp. 141-149). Minneapolis, MN: National Council on Family Relations.

2 Voydanoff, P. (1991). Economic distress and family relations: Areview of the eighties. In A. Booth (Ed.),
Contemporary families: Looking forward, looking back (pp. 429-445). Minneapolis, MN: National Council on Family
Relations.

2 Conger. D., Elder. H., Lorenz, F. O., Conger,K. J., Simons, R. L., Whitbeck, L. B., et al. (1990). Linking
economic hardship to marital quality and instability. Journal of Marriage & the Family, 52, 643-656.

* Becker, G. S. (1991). A treatise on the family (enlarged ed.). Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.
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as found from her behaviors towards the man, shimeged confusing the man into believing that the'sy
character would change after wedding. This coulba’hence, the dissolution of their marriage adtgear.

Effects of Divorce on the Products of such marriage

Marriage in traditional Africa especially among tlybo is for life, even if the couple is unhappyesially when
the marriage is blessed with children though, peakbappiness of an individual is more importamintiputting up
with a bad marriage. Nevertheless, when the ceatnéd not hold for the couple, they part ways whilcie none of
them any good. It has been a saying among thepgbple of Nigeria that by steadily urinating inartular point
at a time, ones urinal is liable to foam (alkyo nwarriri onu o ghoo ufufu). In other words, united we win the war
or we make progress. For instance, in a footbattmevhere there is coordination among the teanoryds surely
theirs but in disarray, they will lose a match. g1s the reason why the Igbo believe that no omgopeis capable of
giving a complete training to a child in a family.

In an ideal Igbo traditional family, everyone hafuaction to perform in building up a family espaity in bringing
up children who are the joy of making a family. T@kristian Holy Book, the Bible says, bring up ttéld in a
better way and he will grow up with it. It is a kmo fact that a child is an umbrella of the parehis.is an asset. He
stands as a premium to one’s life assurance. Bhahy childless Igbo couples do not rest till tlygt solution to
their childlessness. They can go to any lengtrearch of solution to their problems. The womareisdy to drink
urine, feaces, or any other rubbish offered toldyea herbalist so far as she is assured of gettweg her bareness.
Not being able to make children is too embarrassingouples of Igbo decent. And so, when a coupleléssed
with any, they do not play in giving them propegiting.

However, one needs to know that in a situationrisfes, the condition of the fruits of the marriaganever better
than that of the grass where two elephants fighivals understood that in a traditional Igbo fam@ging out to
fetch food for the family, was the responsibilitftbe man alone whereas managing all that the naanbhought
into the family was on the woman’s hands. For thoke were farmers, if the woman would help in thenf work,

it would be only in weeding the farm and duringveesting; and this is only when she is not pregnawéery other
hard job is for the man.

The study observed that training of the male cisilduite different from that of the female chilchig is because it
is not all needs or problems of the female childt tthe father knows and solves directly. It is atext all the
problems of the male child that the mother knows swives directly. The man has a responsibilithaedles alone
for the male children as the mother has for thealernhildren.

Now, as the Global society changes, the Igbo spégehot an island. It changes too with the fanstyucture
changing whereby both man and woman work and eantributes to the up keep of the family. Howevehew
trouble sets in and divorce initiated, the childsdife dwindles. The effect is normally great dmildren of broken
family. In concert with this, Patrick F. Fagan ataron Churchill January 11, 2012 say, each yeagr avmillion
American children suffer the divorce of their paserDivorce causes irreparable harm to all invoJveat most
especially to the childref.

It was understood that when a husband and wifeaglittonal Igbo family separate, the woman takes dhildren
and train them in her own father’'s house. Takirggritio her father’'s house does not mean that thikgedse to be
the man’s children. What happens is that the man mhby start living his life with another woman, da®ot care
about the children though, they continue to beamtlan’s name.

As mentioned earlier in this study that providdhtiausband and wife each has a responsibilityringing up the
children, when the whole responsibilities rest be twoman alone, she could only perform those duties a
woman could do for the children and leave the asiat should have been done by the man. Thesenstjiities
that should have been done but left undone duébseree of a man make the children improperly tchiné
respondent, who is a child of divorced parentsfessed that because he did not experience fattamntiyre, he
could not behave like a man due to his mother'stsafidling. He said that his mother does not chamtwhen they

*® patrick F. Fagan and Aaron Churchill (January 11,23. The Effects of Divorce on Children. Marri Ragch
Marriage & Religion Research Institute
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do wrong like they see children with fathers beflagged for misbehaving according to cultural wdytraining
children. In view of the respondent’s narrativée student understood why the Ighbo say theta nwaany zuru
na-atakp akwagkuko (a dog trained by a woman that eats hen’s egggatWtis means is that though divorce “...
might be shown to benefit some individuals in sandividual cases, over all it causes a temporagrase in an
individual’s quality of life and puts some “on awdoward trajectory from which they might never futcover.?’

In the course of this study, a respondent toldoaysdf his experience with a harlot in city in Nige He narrated
how he was driving late in the night and came aceokady standing by the road side. She flaggedduiwn and he
stopped to ask her in. When she got into the cdrrendrove off, he asked her why she was standimeyavhe
collected her alone. Her response was that shadatace to stay as she was visitor. The man &aidhte took her
to his house and showed her way to his bathroonrevilee had shower. According him, the girl mighteha
expected that he had intention of having canal kedge of her but she was wrong because instedtagfhe tried
to help her. He asked her, “What do you do fovagj?” she answered, “Nothing.” Then, why are yauhe city
where you do not know anyone? He asked. She resdohd. just to look for help but since no help camstood
where you met me to see if | could have a mandepswith” The man then, tried to inquire of hergrdas and
relations but she didn’t mince words to tell themtlat she was a victim of a broken family; that ttad divorced
her mother who could not take care of her. Sheecliise penis that had impregnated her mother. ®tlgg type of
hatred arising from a victim of divorce case, PRulAmato and Juliana M. Sobolewski, say, “Divordsoa
permanently weakens the family and the relationbkipveen children and parentg.”

In another situation, an interviewee regrettedausons that led to divorce action against him sy dx-wife. He
said that he would have committed suicide afteirigagexual intercourse with a lady he met at hatedm he later
through interrogation found that she was his owoodl given to him by his former wife. According thet
respondent, his former wife was pregnant for hifoteethey got divorce the product of which he hex with.

It was observed that divorce sometimes; dividenailfainto warring parties. In a community in AnanabBtate of
Nigeria, a story was told how a quarrel betweerptasibrought division among the children. The ceuphd four
children who got involved in their parents’ quarfghe children sided their parents equally; twodach parent; one
boy and one girl each. When they finally divorcedch set of two that supported each parent, wehtieed with
them accordingly. It continued till date. Surprigin when any of the parents passed away, eacbrgahized the
burial ceremony alone without the other set. Rigbtv, according to respondent, it remains two of ¢chidren
because the two parents have died and two of théreh, one from each side have also passed avilgytise
remaining two are had to be reconciled. As if Pamlato, professor of sociology at Pennsylvania Sthiesersity
knew this family, he said: divorce leads to “digiaps in the parent-child relationship, continuitdigcord between
former spouses, loss of emotional support, econdmmidship, and an increase in the number of otbgative life
events.? They are not even in good talking terms.

It was also observed that divorce cause the chiltbebe sexually promiscuous. It frequently leaalsléstructive
conflict management methods, diminished social atence and for children, the early loss of virginis well as
diminished sense of masculinity or femininity fasung adults*°This is because such children lack full parental
care. Sometimes, it is either what they learn fawhich parent they stay with. The Igbo say thae ewu na-ata
agbara, nwa ya na-ele ya anyapni. That is to say that when a sheep eats a scrgttdanes, the lamb watches her
mouth. In other words, when a mother or father dmgkthing he or she should not forget that thédchn are

?_paul R. Amato, “The Consequences of Divorce for Adults and Children,” Journal of Marriage and Family 62
(2000): 1269.

% paul R. Amato and Juliana M. Sobolewski, “The Effects of Divorce and Marital Discord on Adult Children’s

Psychological Well-Being,” American Sociological Review 66 (2001): 917.

»_ paul R. Amato, “The Consequences of Divorce for Adults and Children,” Journal of Marriage and Family 62
(2000): 1282.
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watching and learning from them. Divorce leads s&ea parents to start see outside partners whihdo in the
presence of their children who learn from themdding so, the children also find it hard to leadagppy married
life when they grow up. For that reason, the Igboagtoid marriage with children of divorcees forrfed getting
involved in broken homes.

The Igbo believe that if a child of a divorcee findimself or herself in a high position, he coutd do well. The
reason is that they are most times, emotionallyalms judging from their background. They beliekattdivorce
destroys a society in the sense that each of trwraties belongs to a family, community and theetgct large.
Their unstable life of course, affects everyonaiatbthem which affects the entire society.

Conclusion

Marriage is not what one should wake up in the nmgrand gets oneself into. It involves maturity benhe Igbo
idea that before a male child should be allowethi® a wife, he should first of all be given a daggot or any
domestic animal to tame. This practice is to exantire boy’s ability to be patient with a woman &edable to feed
her. The reason is that the Igbo associate the wandésturbing tenderly attitude with those of datie animal and
so, whoever that would properly take care of thersenals, could also take care of a wife. That dreukl be telling
stories of having divorced a wife or a wife divargi him is really annoying among the Igbo in viewthé
implications on the children. Children are the ueflarto any parent and so, divorce for whatevesgraloes much
harm to the children and the parents as well. hdicorce case, in as much as the children areeateiceiving end
in the first instance, the parents of course, ddfind it funny at the old age. This is becausehasigbo would say
thatas a kpro nne na-emetuta nwa y# other words, hatred for mother is always tfamed to the children.
When the children discover that their father halbesn, it creates deep wound in their relationshih wheir father
hence their abandonment of their father at old age.

It is on this note that this study wants to sayt tfi@orce is an evil wind that blows no one goothetiefore it is
advised that anyone trying to marry should lookobethe lips. Marriage is not and should not be iy daisiness
and therefore it calls for endurance at leastHergrotection of the children
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Abstract

Edufais written within the African traditional contexit borders on a society that is controlled by safigous
belief, a society full of medicine men who act asdmators assuring the protagonist that he can pgolas life
through substitution. This can be done throughreskir luring one to accept death on another pessbahalf.
Through a critical analysis &dufg we are shown a serene African environment wriateivoid of the influence of
Western culture. There is also the symbol of an @ich traditionally represents doom as well aschorus in the
form of women mourners which all linked to Africaral tradition. Sutherland iBdufahas succeeded in blending
the elements of African folklore to achieve dramaticcess. It is therefore clear that Sutherlamdidwaked inward
into the African tradition and has been able tatethrough cultural influence, a play that isplgeooted in the
oral tradition of her people, and has successfatipveyed this through the vehicle of contemporafgicAn
dramatic form relevant to the needs of the modean.rilowever, in spite of all the African influendesthe play,
some critics accuse the playwright as adaptingpedes’Alcestesfor her to produce her own. Such accusations are
unfounded and this is what this research has se¢b@orrect.

Keywords: ritual, death, superstitious belief, substatida,

INTRODUCTION

Efua T. Sutherland’&dufashows an indebtedness to oral tradition in the efesacrifice, which is made
to counter the potency of the charm by washingréed of purification. In the play, the issue ofidation to know
what the future holds for the people, the symbokofowl, which traditionally represents doom, adl we the
chorus in the form of women mourners are all linkedAfrican oral traditionEdufais based on the traditional
belief that the action(s) of a person or groupedgle can be controlled by more powerful peoplpesson. In other
words, the play borders on the traditional belyftem that a person can pawn the soul of a belowedprobably
for riches, power or long life. In Sutherland’s sy as explicated ikdufa it is the medicine man who acts as a
mediator between the people, their gods and arrsedtisually in most traditional African settings,is believed
that the gods are mediators for men and are ofteshipped by men through the ancestors.

In Edufa we are presented with Edufa, a very importansqeality in town, and as Sutherland puts it in
the blurb of the play, we are made to understand highly placed Edufa is. According to her in therds of
Edufa:

Ask the town. They know who Edufa is and what hetsth. They can count you out my value in the
houses that eat because | live. They rise in deferérom their chairs when they say my name. Andaca
man allow himself to lose grip on that? A positiike that!... Edufa’s obsession with maintaining hi
privilege leads him to barter his wife’s life agstifoss of prestige.

In other words, Edufa, afraid of dying and losinigatvhe has worked for including his prestige ansltjpm, decides
to substitute his life with the death of a belowwt and thereby postpones his own death. He (Edieefore,
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asks a medicine man to prepare a charm for hirhaoat beloved one who accepts will die in his plaeé his life
be prolonged. After the preparation of this chaEuufa comes home and puts a question to his faméiybers; he
carelessly throws the question into the air aseifriever meant his words. Unfortunately, “Edufa’emapt to
substitute someone to die for him becomes a sugpoille which boomerangs” (Asgill 177). Instead o§ Hiather
whom he thought will accept the “offer”, his wifAmpoma, speaks up first accepting the fact thatvgiedie in
place of her husband. And to worsen matters, Edaés not want to make a public confession in ordeemedy
the situation.

The play opens with Abena (Edufa’s sister) as sigages in sleepless nights in order to collect ghou
dew water in the pot as she has been ordered byro#ter, Edufa, even though she does not understasn
implications of what she is doing. As Abena says:

The last drop of dew has fallen. There's enough dexer in the pot ... My brother
Edufa, your orders are done, though | obey withmaterstanding... (4).

But soon after, we are made to understand thadelhewater is to be used for the bathing in hettes ;performance

of some ritual to counter death which Ampoma haspited. However, this ritual performance turnsmmitto be

helping matters, and according to Seguwa:
It seems to me that the time has come now to sesle ®ther help. All this bathing in
herbs and incense burning; | don't see it bringimgch relief to your wife Ampoma in
there

As the story unwinds, the true picture of what &pening begins to unfold; we get to understand why
Ampoma is sick.

AMPOMA... Over me, the sun is getting dafkVith great agitation] my husband! Watch the death
that you should have diedshie frets from place to place as if escaping framj.IStay over there in the
sun. Children! My children! If | could cross thisater | would pluck you back from the mountain
side....
EDUFA [Catching hold of her]: Oh, wife of my soul.
You should never have made that fatal promise.
AMPOMA: That | love you? My love has killed me ...1(1
From the above exchange of feelings between hdshaad wife, we are made to understand that
Ampoma is sick and about to die because she méalkalgpromise to die in place of the husband jostthie love
she has for him. Just as Kankam (Edufa’s fathetg jpu

KANKAM: You had willed that some old wheezier likee should be the victim. And | was the first to
speak. ‘Not me, my son’, said | joking. ‘Die youwro death. | have mine to die’. And we all laughiead.
you remember? My age was protecting me.... Then Angpspoke... Yes, | see you wince in the same
manner as you did when she spoke the fatal wowmtsddsy and condemned her life. ‘I will die for you
Edufa’, she said, and meant it too, poor, dotingnan (17).

Unfortunately, all attempts made by Edufa later Aonpoma to forswear the oath, which she had sworn
innocently, were futile. In fact, the more he tries make Ampoma to forswear the oath, the more iemai
Ampoma becomes, swearing away her life for love@fhusband. Edufa later makes it plain to his wWitedanger
she is in for having taken the oath, and despiteffirts to counter the potency of the charms, Amp dies. All
these things are brought to light as Kankam regresibis son, Edufa:

KANKAM: You know you killed your wife that day. laaw fear in your eyes when she spoke. | saw it, but
| didn’t understand. | have learned that in youasrober that night, you tried to make her forsweardath
she had innocently sworn. But the more you pleattegimore emotionally she swore away her life for
love of you; until, driven by your secret fear, yioad to make plain to her the danger in which sbeds
You showed her the charm. You confessed to hgvatger to kill whoever wept? She had spoken and
made herself the victim. Ampoma has lived with thahger ever since, in spite of all your extravagan
efforts to counter the potency of the charm by wagh and rites of purificatiofWith great concern]
Edufa, | am here because | fear that time has ¢orokaim that vow (18).

It becomes very clear that the death of Ampomasia eesult of the oath she has taken. Some peaple m
think that Sutherland’s attitude towards the supenmal seems to have contrary values due to furtl@ence
which she brings in that help in making the dedtivlsich Ampoma swore by to be very potent. But plo¢ency of
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this oath is reduced when she (the playwright)dsim other factors such as the hooting of the tvd,obliteration
of the sign of the sun on the staircase, the \imtadf the rule that Ampoma should not fall threeds on the floor
as well as the idiot servant’s inaudible utteran&mme people may see these as constituting sorbigaity thus
making it difficult to ascertain what caused Ampdsneath.
These signs notwithstanding, the cause of Ampordaath is made clear by the playwright through
Seguwa (a matron member of the household) as gke sa
SEGUWA: (Out of control) Bad signs. They would po® menace if no oath had been sworn, and we
were free to read in her present condition nornigdilities for which remedy is possible. As it ke
reality of that oath makes Edufa for all time guilho matter how or when she meets her end (55).

Within the traditional context, Edufa belongs tcsaciety that is controlled by superstitious beliedfs
society full of medicine men who act as mediat@sMeen the characters in the play. To these meditien, one
can prolong his life, that his death can be avoithedugh substitution. In other words, someone etsebe used as
a substitute for his death; a beloved one can beght to die in his place. This can be done bynasér luring one
to accept death, and for the one who is supposelietoffering some sort of sacrifice, which candagéd to be
commensurate with the gravity of the offence ad a®the social status quo of the individual afelct

Edufa, therefore, afraid to die, resorts to sulbstin in order to avert his doom. Unfortunately,uld
wanted the father to accept to die for him or pnesd that the father will accept to die for him indtead of that,
his wife accepts to die for him. Every attemptHurjufa to reverse the process he has set in maitm b the long
run, victory eludes the protagonist, and the plagsetragically. Even though he decides to fallkbaic traditional
remedies like the consultation of diviners, burnofgncense, and the ritual of bathing in herbs dad;, the wife
eventually dies. The playwright has really excelladher effective use of myth as a dramatic modee 8Bas
successfully created a believable world where mahtamd supernatural forces are in conflict, and et women
are caught in the web of that conflict.

INDEBTEDNESS OF THE PLAY TO AFRICAN ORAL TRADITION
In terms of the play being greatly indebted to édn oral tradition, the playwright has performeftat.
Apart from propagating the oral tradition of heopke, Efua Sutherland has alsoBHdufa succeeded in examining
and thus enriching her cultural heritage by poitrgyher people’s numerous festivals, rituals arigjimus rites. At
the very beginning of Act One of the play, the plaght basically uses a Ghanaian chorus of women atfe
performing an annual religious affair: a ritual feemed in order to chase vile away from home. Ipéstinent to
point out here that this idea of a chorus is goth®y playwright from an Akan group of old women whsually
perform during traditional festivals. These grombsvomen known as the “Kununku”, which can be ligdrto the
“Umuada” in Igbo land, are very artistic, provetbéand form a strong social group. When they ariiveany
person’s home, the person does everything wittsnrésich to make them happy. The importance of tloeus in
the play cannot be over-emphasized. It is theiy ttuexorcise evil from homes. As it is very cléaat there is some
evil intrusion into Edufa’s house, this ritual pmrhance becomes imperative.
CHORUS: [Chanting to the rhythm of wooden clappers.]

Our mother’s dead,

Ei! Ei-Ei!

We the orphans cry,

Our mother’s dead,

0! 0 -0!

We the orphans cry (6).

The chorus is used to present the society’s vieintp@hey even try to explain the significance béit
performance. According to them, they are not onbuming the dead, but also crying for their owntbeaThe
mood of the chorus as they enter Edufa’s housbkaisdf gaiety; they tease Edufa and his wife, AmaoBut as
they enter into their ritual performance, their dathanges as they start singing, dancing and makingjc with
their wooden clappers: their mood becomes formdlsamious.

In the play, equally, there is the use of song, imasid dance which are typical of African festivals
folktales and traditional performances. Music arahae form a very important part of the play; intfabey are
integral to the plot. Many parts of the varioussaate sung and danced. As a result, there is horduhent in the
play. In the play, music is complementary to damdgch is pertinent in African traditional performamn It is
important to reiterate the statement of Nwabueze:
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Dance is very important in African traditional thea because it is an intricate means of
communication. It is a comment on the happenindgaiman life and a pantomimic representation
of the acts which a society reveres or abhors.

He continues:
African dancing is varied and intricate and theref@annot be fully understood without
considering both the text and context of danceitkdtinction is discerned since music and dance
in Africa play more vital roles than mere entertagnt (102).

The use of language in the play is also of paramiboportance. Just as she didTlihe Marriage of
Anansewato evolve a language which is very appropriatetiercharacter of the play that is communally baties,
playwright makes a direct translation of the Akanfuage into the English. These transliteratioassident in
the statement of various characters in the play.

CHORUS: Crying the death day of another is cryingryown day. While we mourn for another,
we mourn for ourselves (26).

In the above statement of the chorus, there isslitaration of the Akan language into the Englisihduage
without due consideration to its grammatical camess, but with a purpose to pass across the ietemessage to
the audience or reader. There are some cases Wigefkan language is used as it is, and there iattempt to
give further explanation. The audience or readexx@ected to understand the implied meaning evesanwie/she
does not understand the Akan language.

KANKAM: [Shocked.] Nyameabove! To say Father and call me mad, mgro within you
shivers with the shock of it (17)!

Other examples abound where transliterations aé unsthe play:

ABENA: [Beginning slowly and sleepily]
Night is long when our eyes are unsleeping
Three nights long my eyes have been unsleeping.
Keeping wakeful watch on the dew falling,
Falling from the eaves... (3).

It is also necessary to mention the presence dfelis, medicine men, the bathing in herbs and ofes
purifications. Through a critical analysis Bflufa we are shown a serene African environment whsctieivoid of
the influence of Western culture. But life goesrseben Edufa, afraid of death, seeks to know whatftiture holds
for him through the diviners. He is told that deathaits him, but it can be avoided if there is bpbed one who is
ready to die for him. When Edufa puts the reqteesitis family members, his father refuses to diehion. But his
wife, out of the love she has for him, takes arhaatdie for him without knowing the implication @afhat she has
done to herself. Edufa’s efforts to persuade bdptswear the oath fails, and he then tells herdhnger she has
put herself into. Frantic efforts are made to s&goma, but it is too late to cry when the headffsEdufa’s wife
finally dies.

Furthermore, there is the symbol of an owl, whielditionally represents doom as well as the chortise
form of women mourners; all are linked to Africaralotradition. To the modern audience, the playjutes a food
for thought; there are many incidents that cantipeitmodern audience in a rather confused stateliliteration of
the sun which leads to Ampoma’s death, the hoatingw! which is a bird of ill-omen; the gift of bda curiously
given to Edufa by Ampoma,; the uneasy steps of Angarhich result in her falling thrice against therming of
the medicine man; and the wooden clappers whiclehibeus leaves in Edufa’s house after their eadymmg ritual
performance.

Having said all these things, one cannot but bpriaed when some people claim that Sutherlaidisfa
is an adaptation of Euripideflcestis.As the companion to African Literatuputs it “Basing her play specifically
on Alcestis, Sutherland sought to exploit the similarities bmtw the world views of ancient Greece and
contemporary Ghana” (91). In the same vein, Asgiflerts, “Sutherland has worked on a Greek themEhis’may
well be admitted but for Asgill’'s contradictory sment that the so-called Greek theme which Swthdrhas
worked on “... is familiar as it is indeed a populdrican mythical belief, also, that a man could fpagie his own
death by the substitution of another’s life. Thascording to popular belief, is an inclination bétaffluence and
successful in life to prolong unduly their hegemofiy’6).

In the same waylhe Companion to African Literaturegrees with one important fact:
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Although some of the most powerful momentEntufaowe a debt to the Greek play, there are points at
which local inspiration takes over and the Gharsmiweract, and the character of Senchi is drawn to
appeal to a distinctively West African sense of bun{91).

In fact, one can therefore say without mincing veotidat there is hardly any basis to say that Edugan
adaptation to die in place of the husbandEdufa,Ampoma accepts to die for her husband, Edufahabthe latter
can live. In the same vein, i cestis,Alcestis accepts to die in place of her husbandnéts. Be that as it may,
Asgill, too, agrees that in as much as this is eae&rtheme, it is also a “popular African mythicalief.” It will
amount to an unfair supposition for one to belied®le and entire that Sutherlandslufais based on Euripides’
Alcestis.At critical look at the two plays will show a lof marked disparities. In the first instanéd¢estisbegins
with Apollo playing a mediatory role even thoughthwaut success. IBdufa before the play begins, everything has
been decided; there is no mediator.

Also, in Alcestisthe handmaid does not hide anything from the ch@hs makes them understand clearly
the state Alcestis is in: she is almost dying, tivad she is dying because she accepted to diade gif her husband.
But in Edufa even though Seguwa talks to the chorus abouth#mppenings in Edufa’s household, she talks in
riddles. That makes it difficult for the chorus nderstand what is really happening. It is importanpoint out that
in Alcestis Admetus (the husband of Alcestis) is a King. Mehife, Edufa is a mere opportunist who was lucky to
make money, and is respected for his generosity.

Above all, the two visitors in the two plays (Sehahd Heracles) are worthy of mention. Heraclesp wh
visits Admetus inAlcestis,has mystical powers. He wrestles with Death, anféét, brings Alcestis back to life. On
the other hand, Senchi (Edufa’s visitor and friehdjl no such powers. He can only sing melodiougsofs a
result, when Ampoma (Edufa’s wife) dies, she hadopportunity to live again. Thuélcestisends, and the
protagonist, by a miraculous turn of events livad the play ends happily. On the other hand, Slathéis Edufa
ends up as a tragedy: Ampoma dies and never coackstd life.

At this point, the analysis of Paul O. lheakaramtlo& influence on Clark'he Raft (1964py Stephen
Crane’s “The Open Boat” (1897) readily comes to dniA critical study of his (Iheakaram’s) article Imshow
remarkable similarities in the two works of artragards the titles, the desires of the men, theackexization, the
natural forces that harass the men, their identitathods of appealing to those they expect assistiom, their
feelings and fear about imminent death, their simgongs, and the general atmosphere in the twaswbte,
therefore, rightly concludes in support of Dathdsretatement:

The Raft would have been a better story as prose fictidarkOmay have chosen the stage medium in
order to achieve greater aesthetic distance, bsijtite clear how close he is to his source. gérallels
between “The Open Boat” afithe Rafitannot be attributed to mere coincidence (lheak&8).

Having said these, it is important to reiteratet t@meone who says flatly that Sutherlan8dufais an
adaptation of EuripidedAlcestisis not being fair to Sutherland. It will not beamg if one says that the critics in this
“boat” belong to the evolutionary school of thougtitose blind-folded by the Eurocentric views oaia. As
Enekwe states, “Drama thrives best when its stractsi indigenous to the society for which it is atesl. If
borrowed elements are permitted to displace tiathii ones, the resulting drama tends to be defettg9)

CONCLUSION

In Sutherland’€€dufa the format of presentation is its forte. The pardetween SutherlandBdufaand
Euripides’ Alcestismay be mere coincidence. Sutherland’'s play iselgrdpased upon the oral tradition of her
people. This indebtedness can be clearly noticélderarea of sacrifices, which were made to couhtepotency of
the charm by washing and rites of purification®réhis also the burning of incense. In the play, tiviners are
consulted to ascertain what the future holds fer geople, the symbol of the owl, which traditiopakpresents
doom as well as the chorus in the form of womennmmexs. All these things are linked to the Africamldradition.
It can therefore be said that folklore has a domtinafluence in the culture of any group, and inriéd as
elsewhere, folklore reflects the people’s way fd. li

The play is based on a very popular African mythizgief that a man can live longer by substituthig
death with another person’s life. In other wordse @an die for another person thereby postponiagiéath of the
person he has died in his place. In this casehdiye of diviners to ascertain what the future hdtatsa person and
that of medicine men to prepare the charms areaukeatlis from this belief system that SutherlanBtdufa has
successfully developed a new art form, which iptiemoted in the tradition of the Akan people digha. She has
succeeded in blending the elements of African @okklto achieve dramatic success.

In the play, the use of language is characteribéefly by repetition.

CHORUS: [hanting to the rhythm of wooden clappgrs.
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Our mother’s dead,

Ei! Ei-Ei!

We the orphans cry,
Our mother’s dead,

0! 0 -0!

We the orphans cry. (6)

The stage direction makes us understand that grereepetitions of the chanting. It is thereforeyvdear
that Sutherland had looked inward into the Africanal tradition and has been able to create, througtural
influence, a play that is deeply rooted in the ¢radlition of her people, and has successfully egad this through
the vehicle of contemporary African dramatic forelewant to the needs of the modern man. Throughusieeof
language, character, music and structure, shextatiently converted the folklore of her peoplediirama thereby
showing that folklore has a major influence on eomporary African drama.

Names very common to the Akan-speaking people @@tare used. Such names as “Odum (Name of a
rich and powerful man in a folktale), Abena (dawghif Odum who got married and had not been prepfarethe
difficulties that she encountered)” go a long watittress the fact that the play is heavily ingdltb oral tradition
as well as signifying the importance of marriagéoleone gets into bearing children. There is #&mention of
nysnyswhich is “a vine used in ritual ceremonies, bediévo have the power to purify and avert evil f6r@&® and
49).
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Abstract

Aristotle enjoyed the credit of being referred toame of the most famous and influential philosoploé his time,
the ancient Greek era. His monumental Nichomaclihics (NE) was considered as the first classigslesnatic
ethical literature to which most subsequent writers indebted to. In chapters eight and nine oflktbek, he
discussed extensively the issues regarding frigapdmhd affections in various degrees of relatiopshihe great
philosopher asserts that all human actions ainoresends but the ultimate end of all human actisrgppiness
(eudaimonia). However, he hints that the attainmentrue happiness is impossible without moral udrtsince
happiness is an activity in accordance with virtlrehis understanding, friendship is a virtudsla prime necessity
of life for no one would want to live alone. Shayiaurselves with others is the highest degree ppimngss and it
should be highly valued. Everyone is involved ieffidship but in various categories. He distinguistieee objects
of liking that correspond to three major forms wéMmdship, namely; friendships of utility, pleaswaed goodness.
According to him, having and maintaining good amdlging friendship style is one of those moralttrahat
produce moral excellence. The hallmark of goodnfighip is the reciprocal disposition of ‘good wi(Bunoia).
Aristotle is convinced that friendship binds thentan community together. “Friendship holds citiegetiher and
law makers seem to take it more seriously tharigeist Friendship is so highly valued that it supersegdetce.
Where there is friendship, justice is no longerassary because those involved are already justomanhere there
is justice, there is still need to establish frighigs. “...indeed friendliness is considered to Istige in the fullest
sense. It is not only a necessary thing but a dieone.™ The love in friendship is higher than honour. wisuld
say, to be is to co-exist (esse est co esse). @dsigi genuine efforts, a critical assessment ®falurk reveals that
his explication of friendship is not an all-encorsgiag theory as it pays less attention to certadtofs especially
with regard to our dynamic and changing society.

Key Words: Ethics, Friendship, Utility, Pleasure, Goodnésappiness, Affection, Moral virtue.

Introduction

Together with Socrates and Plato, Aristotle enjoyfesl credit of being one of the most famous antuénttial
philosophers of their time, the ancient Greek €fmugh dead, his works and writings keep him alivéhe minds
of many scholars worldwide because of the invakiabputs he made in the field of knowledge. In #nea of
philosophy, he made plausible imparts in the aspefclogic, politics, metaphysics, psychology aituias. History
reiterates that the first classical systematic cathiiterature known adNichomachean Ethic¢NE) to which
subsequent writers are indebted to, was writtethbygreat Aristotle.

Friendship is an outstanding topic of moral phifdspthat was much discussed by the Greek philossphe his
Nichomachean Ethics (NE), Aristotle devotes bodighteand nine to the explication of friendship. Actding to
him, friendship is “a kind of virtue it implies ¥ires, and it is also most necessary for livitigt’is seen as an
enlargement of the self for a good person relaidsig friend in the same way that he relates tosklfrsince his
friend is his other self.

Many sayings and different opinions that ensue amoren about friendship and attractions of interpeas
relationships are matters of debate, anyway.

Some uphold the views that:
¢ Like aims at like
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¢ Like is drawn to like
¢ Birds of the same feather flock together
Others assume contrary positions and argue that:

Opposites attract

Opposites unite

Likes repel

Two of a trade never agree

From the differences comes the fairest harmony
The earth like a lover longs for rain

All things come from strifé

ST O

In his laudable NE, Aristotle gives us differentt boteresting reasons why people establish relatipps with
others; the three objects of liking that corresptmthree major kinds of friendship. This articlédl\give a general
but brief meaning of ethics and Aristotelian parér concept of it. With the clear notion of whéhies is all about
and our author's understanding of it, it will exgate his theory of friendship and the various formfist with
particular references to books eight and nindhefNichomachean Ethics.

Ethics in General

Philosophically, ethics and moral philosophy arenaswymous terms and are often used interchangeably.
Etymologically, moral is derived from the Latinos[pl. mores] which means custom or mode of behavand
which has the Greek equivalentBthos(0oc) that has also conduct, character, custom, digposimanners, and
the like as its meaning. Hence, ethics is consilex® a study of voluntary human actions with theppse of
determining what types of activities are good, trighd to be done and what actions are bad, wrodgt@rbe
eschewed so that man may live well. Ethical stuiligdy investigations into the ways of life, ruleconduct and
what manoughtto do. Consequently, the subject matter of ethicsaluntary human actions. Ethical concepts
encapsulate good, bad, right, wrong, justice, girttice, choice, freedom, responsibility, will, ¥in, etc.

Ethics defined:

Ethics can be defined as “a practical normativersm of the rightness and wrongness of human comgumown

by natural reason’”It is a practical normative science and an agiroper behaviour; a systematic study of human
conducts as known by natural reason from the pafiniew of their rightness or wrongness wherebytigctions
are executed, while the wrong ones are circumventeas a science that discovers, explains and detnates the
rules of right conduct.

Purpose of Philosophical Ethics

Philosophy is a man-oriented discipline. The saofgghilosophical ethics has the practical object¥delping man
to translate knowledge into good actions. It guilifesfor a just pursuit of good that leads to meawell being and
his upliftment. Accordingly, it has the sacred dofyconsidering how best to order man’s free aotsaf happy
living by analyzing and clarifying moral concepts.

0 As a practical science, ethics directs man todive act rightly.

0 As a normative science, ethics lays down normsidttful living.

0 As an Art, ethics applies the rules to the conaddichan for a good life.

As already mentioned, the subject matter of etisicsluman Conduct’ (Voluntary responsible actiortdgnce, the
central questions about ethics are:

o0 What should man do to live in conformity to hisurat?

o What are the right standards of judgment that déter good and bad actions?
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Consequently, Ethical theories study systemati¢dhyfundamental principles of morality.
Aristotelian Ethics

The Aristotelian NE presents ethics as having eotefical nature. Our author chiefly concerned leifngvith
human actions as they are conducive to man’s gdedasserts that those actions that lead man tattaiement of
his good or end are right actions, while those tiggiose the attainment of his end are wrong actidhe great
philosopher asserts that all human actions tersioe ends. He clearly pointed out that the endhictwall human
actions tend is an endless chain. Thus, one aasder to attain at something which in turn aimsadther thing
and so the chain continues. But the ultimate eralldgfuman actions is happiness (eudaimowiadse attainment is
impossible without moral virtue since happinesarisactivity in accordance with virtue. So, he desda “every art
and every investigation, and similarly every acténd pursuit, is considered to aim at some goodcelethe Good
has been rightly defined as ‘that at which all gsimim’.™" He therefore concluded that the goal of every man
realize himself to the fullest through the realizatof his talents and abilities. For our philoseptself-realization is
the highest good as man'’s realization of himseH In his full use of his reason which brings abusthappiness.
Man’s rational attitude again consists@olden Mean The Aristotelian concept of golden mean denotés@py
medium characterized by the avoidance of extrememe’s actions. Hence, a good life for him is #dity to
strike a middle balance. The capacity to achieigltbs in the constant practice of virtuous a@sause virtue lies
in the middle ¥irtu in medio stat

Aristotle strongly asserts that ethics providesmieans for the achievement of an ultimate happir@sacquired
habit of the human intellect enabling its possessoeason to true conclusions about the kind ofidiu actions that
are calculated to bring man to the attainmentw# trappiness. At this juncture, it becomes ripdisouss the virtue
of friendship according to the virtuous philosopher

Friendship and its Forms

In the eighth and ninth books of his NE, Aristatliscussed the notion of friendship and its varifarss. In his
explications, he strives to prove that every maedsdriends at various spheres of life meant fifedint purposes;
the reasons for their occurrences. Let us now dgsbis understanding of friendship and the varfotrss it takes.

What view has Aristotle about Friendship?

Who is a friend for Aristotle? Our philosopher urstands a friend to be one who possesses goodwilirfother.
Friend so conceived, friendship becomes a nobleaasidendid phenomenon of life. As a virtuous and of the
finest acts of life, friendship remains a neceskitythe rich, the poor, the young as well as tlik e clearly stated
that the rich men who are in possession of offivé @ominating powers have more need of friendsdmguing that
prosperity cannot be celebrated, safeguarded @epred without friends. For what need, he continisethe
possession of wealth and posterity if they areexarcised towards others by allowing them the bheoéthose?
The poor on the other hand take refuge in theanfis in times of misfortune. The youths who arthéir prime of
life are stimulated by their friends to dischargeble actions, avoid mistakes and attain laudableesements,
while the old have their friends care for them amdister to their needs especially when they arabiento help
themselves any longer due to natural frailty andkmess. In our author’s thought therefore, frief@&hthe bond
that holds a community and state together. Withnfils, men are spurred to good and noble actionfioiever,
admonishes that man’s relationship to his frienoufth be as good as his relationship to himselgesinis friend is
his second self. In other words, the hallmark gbad relationship is the goodwill. Although, heteeated that the
goodwill builds into friendship only when it is ipcocated. So he writes, “...friends must be welpdised towards
each other and recognize as wishing each otheod.tji Consequently, the friendship meant here bears tipon
feelings and affections for animate objects for siraple fact that only animate objects can retdfaction and
reciprocate goodwill. He strongly upholds thatriidship is a virtue; a prime necessity of life forene would want
to live alone. Sharing ourselves with others is tiighest degree of happiness and it should be yigalued.
Everyone is involved in friendship but in varioustegories. In his explications, he discussed ektelysthe issues
regarding friendship and affections in various @egrof relationships. In his view, friendship difédrom affection
in that the latter is a feeling while the formeaitrained habit of the mind.

Affection resembles a feeling, but friendship istate. For affection can be felt
equally well for inanimate objects but mutual affec involves choice, and
choice proceeds from a [moral] state. Also whenppeavish what is good for
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those whom they love, for their sake, it is notira feeling but in accordance
with a [moral] staté&.

He distinguished three objects of liking that cepend to three major forms of friendship, nametiendships of
utility, pleasure and goodness. According to hiawihg and maintaining good and enduring friendstyte is one
of those moral traits that produce moral excellefite hallmark of good friendship is the reciproglposition of
‘good will’ (eunoia). “Friendship in the truestrse, then, is friendship between good meExXplaining further he
States,

“But each one of them applies to the good manlatioc: to himself (and applies
to others in so far as they suppose themselveg tgobd; in every case as we
have said, the standard seems to be [moral] gosdehie good man) for he is
completely integrated and desires the same thiriths every part of his soul.
Also he wishes and effects the things that areensto be good for him (for it is
the mark of a good man to direct its energies tatvidrgood) and he does it for
his own sake (for he does it on account of thelledtial part of him, which is
held to be the self of the individudl).

Continuing, he elucidates, thus goodwill seems ¢otlie beginning of friendship, just as the pleadar¢he
beginning of love; for no one falls in love withofitst feeling pleasure at the person’s appearargaodwill is
undeveloped friendship, which in course of timegewlit attains to intimacy becomes friendship- bait friendship
based on utility or pleasure for these never in éacuse goodwill With the above lines, Aristotle brings us once
more to the consciousness of the purpose of ouahuife and existence; to be good, think and petfapble acts.
As Lawhead remarks, “...a morally good person issiwiply one who performs morally right actions baeavho
has developed a habit or disposition to do whaigist which manifests itself not only in what we dat in our
motives, desires, our likes and dislik&$.Friendship is so highly valued that it supersgdetice. Where there is
friendship, justice is no longer necessary becdligse involved are already just men but where tigejastice,
there is still need to establish friendships. “..eéad friendliness is considered to be justice inftilest sense. It is
not only a necessary thing but a splendid dfieHaving learnt that Aristotelian friendship is atoal recognition of
goodwill, a discussion on its various forms wouidurally follow.

Forms of Friendship

Aristotle distinguished three major forms of friship, namely; friendships of utility, pleasure agmbdness. The
formation of any of these relationships is deteediby the reason of the affection stimulated. Adioway to him,
different reasons arouse various states of emdtepradities vis-a-vis different forms of friendship

¢ Utility ( Nuetdich) Friendship

The sort of friendship that is based on the groohtenefit is what Aristotle termed utility or uséffriendship.
Utility friends are commercially minded people wiaild a business form of relationship based on wihey derive
from each other. Examples of such relationshipfemed among state alliances, foreigners, business and even
more among elderly men. As Aristotle observes,

Utility is an impermanent thing: It changes accogli to
circumstances...Friendships of this kind seem to ocoore frequently,
between the elderly (because at their age what @y is not pleasure
but utility) and those in middle or early life wlewe pursuing their own
advantagé’

According to him, this is the lowest form of friestdp where friends relate to one another specijidat the sake
of profit they gain and not for their personal diies. Unfortunately, this type of friendship vamés as long as the
occasions for benefits cease to be.

¢ Pleasurable {ust) Friendship

Pleasure kind of friendship is grounded on the qlezs derived from one another. Aristotle estabsthat
pleasurable friends find themselves pleasant amygl dhe mostly youths who are chiefly regulatedhmsirtfeelings
and momentary satisfactions. “Friendship betweenyibung is thought to be grounded on pleasure,usecthe
lives of the young are regulated by their feeliragg] their chief interest is in their own pleasamne the opportunity

49



of the moment"' The amorous youths quickly fall in and out of lo@¥dinarily, this type of relationship is known
by the common folk as an erotic one. Friends arelhedesired as objects to be used and gratifiedoQrse, this
sort of friendship does not so much endure. Itaigs easily when the reasons for such relationfstti@part. Our
author also relates that as the youths advanocgeintheir interests change their affections. Consetly, things that
please them begin to dissipate giving way to andtiren.

At this juncture, it is important to note that Ad#e considers both useful and pleasurable forfrfsiendship as
accidental in nature simply because they possasseleduring characteristics. Resultantly, theyeasily formed
and dissolved for they are built on non-essentialigds.

¢ Friendship of Goodness\(Vohlwollen)

Aristotle illustrates that friendship of goodnessestablished by those who wish each other goodcéjét exists
between those who are good in themselves and wvitsérsogood as well. Effectively, it is built on heocal
goodnessgood qua goodin other words, people love themselves for whetlitptively they are.

For these people each alike wish good for the ajbagood, and they are good
in themselves. And it is those who desire the gafdtieir friends for the friend’s
sake that are more truly friends, because eacts ltheeother for what he is, and
not for any incidental quality...such men last sogas they remain good and
goodness is an enduring quality. Friendship of kinisl is permanent, reasonably
enough; because in it are united all the attribtitasfriends ought to posse¥s.

Unfortunately, it is noted that this category obpke is rare to come by. The Greek philosopherrassus that this
type of friendship endures because it has a chaisiit of true and perfect intention of ‘goodwillhich is the

hallmark of an ideal relationship. It harbours gdlod qualities of good relationship and it is a game time
reasonably useful and pleasant. Hence, it is caleeérfect friendshipgood qua goodin this state of friendship,
each feels that the other will not purposely do mgoAugustine of Hippo would say, love and do whateyou

wish.

Other Forms of Friendship

Apart from the three major types of friendship dissed above, Aristotle recognized also other foohs
relationships. These are the copulate friendshigvdeen couples, filial relationship between pareatsl their
children, fraternal relationship between siblindhat of master-servant relationship, etc. Intengdyi, our
philosopher distinguished the major three friendskiyles from other ones with the reason that twenér
relationships are built on equal planes, whileltier ones are found among unequal persons. Thguah&iends
he argues, do not and should not expect equal ibefrefm each other. As a result, the better persast be loved
more, so do the more pleasant and the more usefsibps in order to achieve a state of proportionali

Aristotelian Friendship: A Critical Evaluation

It is not to be disputed that the Greek philosophAestotle did contribute invaluably to ethicaligtes and exerted his
influence on many scholars, especially as he wasobrithe earliest philosophers who dealt with ethinatters. In
spite of the fame and plausibility of his theotyisi still found lacking in some good features timatke it susceptible
to criticisms, just as every other good theory veay.

In the first instance, it is interesting to notattAristotle made less effort to clearly distindulsetween friendship and
love as he relates one to the other. It is obsetlvatlhe uses both terms interchangeably. His éndehate use of
friendship and love makes it difficult to underddahe degrees of commitments in the relationshigaebus spheres
of life. Naturally, there is a significant differem between friendship and love. The later hascmgér feeling of and
consequently deeper level of dedication than tieéo. For simply defined, friendship is a relatioipsbetween two
or more persons and a friend is one who is welMkmand liked, usually not a member of the family.Whereas
love is an affection, a primary impulse by whichr power of willing is set in motion, the impulse thich we are
drawn towards persons and objects which we per@svgood for us. No wonder, St. Augustine whoseihgrheart
of theology is love, regarded as the greatestoithe spirit that determines human existence $ly dpscribes it as a
gravity when he points out, “My love is my weiglppfdus meum, amor meui takes me everywheré™ It is clear
that both friendship and love acknowledge a centalationship between ¥8, but then the concept of friendship
makes sense only within the ambient of man and @nivhile love can be used not only to refer to rmad animal
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but also to objects. For example, | love Janevéleating garri, etc. Besides, love possessesoager wish and
feeling for somebody or something.

Again, one is tempted to ask, is there any relatignwithout certain benefits, pleasure and gocsiagisiched to it?
For Aristotle to have clearly separated the thaadrs does not give him much credit. His concdpfriendship
recognizes no dynamism. Further more; his ideaeofept friendship seems utopia, for how can imperfeeings
have perfect relationships. | would rather suggestange of that term to ideal, good or likely apts. Nevertheless,
his view of a perfect relationship implies thatlif static and that good friends remain so andneaer change no
matter any given circumstance. However, Aristotterteither clearly explain his qualifications ofaginess nor make
attempt to give forces that keep or sustain thisdgess within the realm of friendship.

If in our philosopher’s opinion, a good relationskhould last forever, he seems to justify the esgion that old time
friends are as comfortable as old shoes. But ag teally so? | wonder what he will say of this eatiidiomatic
expressions that ‘familiarity brings contempt, mtumy kills interest and variety promotes life’. Moso, our author
limited the determinants of friendships specifigath three factors, namely; usefulness, gratifaratind goodness. |
should think that he made a great mistake of nosidering natural human factors like the needsaftitiation,
protection and even intimacy where sharing andalsce of personal information occur. Other eleraexs physical
attractiveness, proximity, loneliness, complemetytaetc. were not also taken into account as robtsiterpersonal
attractions.

Lastly, Aristotle stated categorically that therasibe equity in relationships. Equity theory stateat partners will
be comfortable in relationship only when the r&@ween their perceived contributions and benefiegjual. In other
words, partners give and receive in equal proporfidne equity theory can be summarized as:

Perceived Contribution of X Perceived Contribution of Y

Perceived Benefit of X Perceived Benefit of Y

Quite well, it is comprehensible that a returnafd demands certain relationship of equality, sttaaind concern for
one another but then, the question remains whetheity can really be achieved among friends indbese that
Aristotle emphasized it? The answer to this quastiight be a research step further into the ethilcabry of
Aristotelian friendship.

Conclusion

Aristotle made us to understand that three form&iendship exist for the three reasons of utilgyatification and

goodness. In this way, bad and good men alike eafnidnds. Although, friendships established fa siole purpose
of the usefulness or because one finds the otleasaht do not endure because they are based onntapynand

impermanent interests. On the other hand, frieqpdbhilt on the ground of goodness of each othewnality is an

ideal form of friendship which is the charactedsif endurance.

Our philosopher also demonstrated that friendshia state, an activity and a feeling that are sotilaed to lifeless
objects because they do not possess the capacigipfocity. For example, one cannot say that tsheswine well
because the wine cannot wish himself or anothekiwekturn. For this reasofrjends qua friendexist only among
human beings and only when the feelings of goodarl reciprocated, that is, a mutual recognitiorgaddwill.
However, he called those who reciprocally wish eaitter well but do not live togetherell-disposedarguing that
although distance cannot break a relationshipaiitioterrupt its activities. Where silence ensitesan cut the bond
of friendship.

Although Aristotle did a recognizable contributitm ethical philosophy, his theory pays less attentio certain
factors especially to our dynamic and changingetgcDespite his genuine efforts, his explicatidfriendship is not
an all-encompassing theory in that regard. Welé oan understand his predicament considering ddeters such
as, his background and the period of writing.
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Linguistic stylistics explores the linguistic feeds of a text; it is primarily concerned with theewf language and
its effect in a text. This study is aimed at analgzthe language structure/system of Wole Soyinkdight’ and
‘Death in the Dawn’ to render a linguistic desdopt that is, identifying the linguistic deviantfeires of Soyinka's
poems and describing how they deviated from thevniules to create effect. Some aspects of Nia@aitam'’s
(2010) framework, as well as Onwukwe’s (2012) cqhe# foregrounded irregularities at the lexicalntctic and
semantic levels were adopted in the analysis ofittta collected from a selection of deviant wonad structures in
the poems. Findings reveal that the syntactic |easlthe most deviant structures while the lex@ag| has the least
deviant lexemes and that the language system oé\8oyinka’'s poems deviated in ways that make worid¢ate
the class to which they originally belong, infleabrds which do not require inflections, create comuds not seen
in the lexicon of the language, make structuretatéothe selectional restriction and category and give rise to
figurative language. In conclusion, the choice afrds in a literary work is very important as it @&t@s certain
effects on the readers of that work which is whayiska accomplished by deviating from the knowrglistic
norms. This research hopes to contribute to thenstanding of Soyinka’s poems and serve as a refengoint for
scholars who wish to carry out a similar research.

Introduction

Style is the basic thing which gives uniquenessviery writer. Stylistics is derived from style aoould be
said to be a combination of style and linguistltss the scientific study of style; it is also thtudy of variations in
language use. Stylistics according to Syal & Ji(@8atL0) is that branch of linguistics which takbke tanguage of
literary texts as its object of study. Stylistissviery important in literature because each litetaxt represents an
individual's use of language which reflects hisque personality, thoughts and style. It helps &niidy how and
why a text has deviated. ‘The goal of most stydisiis not simply to describe the formal featureseafs for their
own sake, but in order to show their functionahsfigance for the interpretation of the text; orarder to relate
literary effects to linguistic ‘causes’ where these felt to be relevant’ (Nordquist, 2015).

Linguistic stylistics explores the linguistic feats of a text. It is primarily concerned with thseuof
language and its effect in a text. It has to dohwvet stylistic study that relies heavily on the stie rules of
language in its analysis.

About the poems

Soyinka’'s (1976: 119) ‘Night’ is a poem written friplets with the first and third lines of eachrsta
rhyming. It has five stanzas and fifteen lines. Ploet describes nightfall and its effect on hinoyiSka's (1967:
64) ‘Death in the Dawn’, on the other hand, is eefverse poem in seven stanzas and thirty-fives lofevariable
length. It is a poem that presents itself in a nhogwe, and addresses the reader as a “traveled” aamarrative
account of life as a journey and a form of passaffaough it sounds like a form of lyric, the tittdeath” might be
expected to take place in the evening but annouheesontradictory concepts the poem will explore.

Review of literature
Introduction

Concepts like style, stylistics and linguistic &fits, related to the topic under discussion nsei here.
Style

Style is a difficult concept to define accuratebchuse of the different views people have abo(thiat is
to say that style as a concept has no single aecdedinition and as such is defined differentlydifferent scholars.
Adejare (1992) makes this clear when he said thé¢ $s an ambiguous term. An author decides tooshoa
particular way of writing a text because of certai@as in mind which the author will want the readef that text to
understand; so, for every style in writing whicleates an effect on a reader, there is a partiquigsose to it.
Lawal (1997) describes style as an aspect of laggytlaat deals with choices of diction, phrasesiesmes, and
linguistic materials that are consistent and haim with the subject matter. He added that it ives the
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narrative technique of a writer in terms of choérel distribution of words and character. Leech &rE2007: 9)
view style as the way in which language is used given context to portray a particular idea.

Therefore style is the basic thing which gives ueigess to every writer. The language of poetry is
different from the language of other literary genr8tyle is involved in both, spoken and writteéterary and non-
literary types of language but it is particulargsaciated with written form of the literary texihe definitions on
style given by these different authors have theesareaning in that an author’s style greatly depenmd¢he idea
he/she has in mind which he/she is trying to passsa and this is achieved through a selectioredhin words,
phrases and sentences.

Stylistics

The word stylistics is derived from style. The stuaf the term stylistics has long been associatéd w
literary criticism, and stylistics has been consédeas a branch of literary criticism. Later orgufe moved from the
study of the author’s style to how meanings andatéfare produced by literary texts. Thus, therg averitical need
to change the field from a branch of literary cigim into a field on its own (UKEssays, 2015).

Stylistics is defined as the linguistic study detary appreciation (Anagbogu, Mbah & Eme, 2010). T
further elaborate, Finch (2000: 189), says thalisstys is concerned with using linguistic methddsstudy the
concept of style in a language. Carter (1988) ighef view that stylistics is a bridge (link) diskiye between
linguistics and literature. *“It is a branch ofduistics which studies the features of situatigndiktinctive uses
(varieties) of language, and tries to establisimgiples capable of accounting for the particulavicbs made by
individual and social groups in their use of langgia (Crystal, 2008: 460).

Stylistics aims to account for how texts projectamiag, how readers construct meaning and why readspond to
texts the way that they do. It studies how indialdumake language choices in different situati@mrsdifferent
purposes. It also tries to point out the rules imgiduch choices made by individuals and desclibemt

In Seboek (1964), stylistics is defined as a cphtigat relies on linguistics in some way sincdestannot
be clearly defined without reference to grammais the study of style used in literary and velbaguage, and the
effect the writer/speaker wishes to communicatéht® reader/hearer; it tries to explain why indidbdu make
particular choices in their use of language, suehagialization and the production and receptiomeéning (Niazi
& Gautam, 2010: 3).

“Every time we use language we necessarily adgbyla of some sort: we make a selection from aeang
of syntactic and lexical possibilities accordinghe purpose of the communication” (Finch, 200®)18The study
of style has traditionally been the preserve efdity criticism, but since the rise of linguisttbgre has been a more
systematic attempt to provide a ‘linguistic’ foutida for literary effects”, (Finch, 2000: 189). Bhineans that the
study of style has always been restricted to tieedry aspects, but with the evolution of time]estyan be studied
through a linguistic perspective and this is wha tvork tries to achieve.

Linguistic Stylistics

Linguistic stylistics focuses on linguistic theotit.is about doing stylistic analysis in orderttst or refine
a linguistic model- in effect, to contribute to dimstic theory”, (Jeffries & Mcintyre, 2010 in UKEays, 2015).
Linguistic stylistics was introduced as a completagnapproach to literary criticism where the limgjic study of
texts was absent. It is different from literaryticism in that while literary criticism rests solebn the subjective
interpretation of texts, linguistic stylistics camtrates on the ‘linguistic frameworks operative tire text’
(Ayeomoni, 2003: 177). This gives the critic a pattto follow, what to look out for in a text, ahs point of view
can be verified statistically.

Poetry

Wordsworth (nd) in Abrams (1981: 115) sees goodrgaas “... the spontaneous overflow of powerful
feelings” and strong “emotion recollected in traitigu” “Poetry communicates human emotion; it lsetvoice of
the heart”, (Robbins, 1997). Poetry is used to espthow we feel about particular situations in. Iffe poetry,
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aesthetic effect cannot be separated from theieeemtanipulation of the linguistic code”, (LeechShort, 2007: 2).
Ike (2005: 110) asserts that the poet’'s choice afd® (vocabulary) reflects his mood which couldheitbe one
reflecting harsh or short words, sad or light-heéirtlenotative or connotative words. By denotative,mean the
exact/specific meaning of a text, and by connotgatiwe mean that which is implied by the text, iz.text
suggesting something else which is not overtlytemit

In Malmkjer (2002: 513), literary language and the languafypaetry in particular is different from
ordinary language for day to day use because dfigisly patterned nature and the fact that it tedathe rules of
grammar and lexis.

Theoretical framework

For the linguistic stylistic analysis of Soyinkgd5976: 119) ‘Night’ and (1967: 64) ‘Death in thed in
this study, the foregrounding theory, using theick of deviation only, is employed.

foregrounding theory

According to Niazi & Gautam (2010: 107), the Pra@ahool of linguists has termed “foregrounding” the
differentiating factor between poetic and non-poésinguage; its function being to attract the readattention
towards the subject matter of the poem. Linguidiwiations are easily noticeable and so have a wepprtant
psychological effect on the reader. Those parttheftext which are heavily foregrounded have tadien into
account when interpreting a poem. We can understamdrd, phrase or sentence, which is linguistyoddiviant by
comparing it with the normal paradigm. This medmet &2 poet violates the rules of a language inrai@ereate
effect and this effect can be understood by compadtiwith the normal norms of that language.

Following what Niazi & Gautam (2010) and Onwukw®12) stated, deviations at the different leveldéirajuistic
organization were selected. These selections which the framework of this study are as follows:

1. Lexical level- Lexis deals with the words/vockoy of a language. Being able to recognize théediht word

classes, and their associations, and identifyieguthrd patterns, idiomatic phrases, collocationsl, o on, can be
useful in interpreting the meaning of the text. iRodiction refers to a distinct tendency of redtrig the language
of poetry to a specific kind of vocabulary. Thepétic vocabulary) are the words that form the faitiwh of every

literary work. Violations of the rules of word foation to create new words give rise to lexical déen. The

significance of the words, their semantic posdibgi irony, emotional associations and other &ffdms to be
deeply analyzed. The evocative power of words terd@ned by the particular connection between dlictand

imagery and context of usage (Niazi & Gautam, 200®).

2. Syntactic level- Syntax is the study of the stute of phrases, clauses and sentences. Gramh{atintactical)
deviation is a phrase containing a word whose gratimal class violates the expectations created Hey t
surrounding words (Niazi & Gautam, 2010: 107). Bumply, they are deviant sentences and structuhes,is,
sentences and structures that do not conform tandinmal syntactic rules of their constructions irpaticular
language (Onwukwe, 2012: 14).

As Onwukwe (2012: 50) stated, Category rule violatand collocational violation or selectional rieston rule are
instances of syntactic deviation. Linguistic itear® meant to function in their categories in a eecd. Category
rule violation occurs when a word in a particulategory (example, a noun or a verb) begins to fonas a word
belonging to another entirely different categoryaf@ple, a pronoun or a noun). Collocation is ugedéfer to the
habitual co-occurrence of individual lexical itemSbme lexical items exhibit a natural tendencgdeccur. When
this habitual company is broken, we have collocetioviolation. For instance, when a lexical itematths
[+animate], [+human] co-occurs with a lexical itémat is [-animate], a breach of collocation ruls keken place.

3. Semantic level- Semantics is the study of thaenmimg of morphemes, words, phrases and sentenesii) gets
foregrounded through the selection of lexical itetret do not usually go together in a context. Seinaleviations
occur when the meaning of words violates the extieets created by the surrounding words. They Uswallate
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the rules of selectional restrictions which are skenantic restrictions that a word imposes on therenment in
which it occurs (Niazi & Gautam, 2010: 107). Acdaglto Onwukwe (2012: 53), they are deviant becahse
meaning in them is not conveyed through literal mregfulness. Semantic deviations are the figurespefech that
abound in the language of literature (Onwukwe, 2GR} like;

a. Personification- This is giving a human qualdyobjects and things. For example, ‘the cloud péapin the sky’
(Onwukwe, 2012: 21).

b. Simile- Here, two unlike things are comparechgsiike’ or ‘as’ to point out their similarity. Foexample, ‘I
wandered lonely as a cloud’ (Onwukwe, 2012: 21).

c. Oxymoron- According to Crystal (1997) in Onwukw2012: 21), oxymoron is when two semantically
incompatible expressions are placed side by shdes forming a non-literal interpretation. For exdenpdelicious
torment’, ‘living death’, etc.

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

The data illustrate cases of linguistic deviatioriviio poems, Soyinka’'s (1976: 119) ‘Night’ and ‘Bre#
the Dawn’ (1967: 64). The data are organized adgagrib the linguistic levels they represent; lekisyntactic and
semantic levels. For ‘Night’, the notation ‘N’ ised while for ‘Death in the Dawn’, ‘DD’ is used.should be noted
that features at one level may reinforce or expfastures at another level. By ‘features’, is methiolse words,
lines, or structures in the poem that immediatelyagpart a particular style. Such features aretsalx stylistically
significant features of the text. All the data arelyzed descriptively. Data are presented by mgitlown deviant
lexical items and structures present in the poemnd;they are analyzed using some aspects of Niaza&tam’s
(2010) framework, as well as Onwukwe’s (2012) cpce# foregrounded irregularities at the lexicaglntctic and
semantic levels discussed in the theoretical fraonkewThe data presentation at each level is folbbviey an
analysis.

la. Data presentation of lexical deviation

The following are examples of lexically deviant werfrom the poems. They illustrate deviated userarening
from the known norm.

) sands (N, stanza 3, line 8)

2) misted (N, stanza 5, line 14)
3) dog-nose (DD, stanza 1, line 3)
4) Cottoned (DD, stanza 2, line 6)

The poet lexically deviated from the two poems digju@here are two instances of lexical items déwm@from the
known rules by violating the class to which theyong. The other two are instances of deviation framord
formation: inflection and compounding.

1b. Data analysis

(1) is conventionally supposed to be an uncounnneith no inflection, but instead, the poet attathesuffix (the

plural suffix-s) to the word possibly to create drapis, making it a count noun. This also is nonsieethe

vocabulary of the language. (2) is a lexical itefrth language which violates its class; it is abvased as an
adjective of the noun ‘calls’ in the poem possitdyrelate to an unclear concept. (3) is a word (ooumd) formed
from compounding two nouns; may be non-existerthévocabulary of the language and it is createthbypoet to
create a relationship between the moisture of #rtheand that of a dog’s nose. (4) is a lexicahifgresent in the
lexicon of the language, but it violates the classvhich it belongs. It is a verb used as an abjeadf the noun
‘feet’ and it is likened to the noun ‘cotton’ inrtes of meaning, probably to show how soft the feet
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2a. Data presentation of syntactic deviation

The following are examples of syntactically devibstructures from the poem. They illustrate caseategory rule
violation and selectional restriction rule (colltioaal violation). There is also an instance of iamgmaticality.

(5) Your hand is heavy, Night, upon my brow. (NMyrsta 1, line 1)
(6) | saw your jealous eye quench the sea’s
Fluorescence (N, stanza 2, line 5-6)
©) Dance on the pulse incessant
of the waves. (N, stanza 2-3, line 6-7)
(8) Night, you rained
Serrated shadows through dank leaves. (N, stadzdirge 9-10)
9) Sensations pained me, faceless, silent as thighttes. (N, stanza 4, line 12)
(10) These misted calls will yet
Undo me; naked, unbidden, at Night's muted birthgtdnza 5, line 14-15)
(12) Let sunrise quench your lamps. (DD, stanzm&,4)
(12) Not twilight's death and sad prostration. (Bifgnza 2, line 8)
(13) Racing joys and apprehensions (DD, stanzae 10)
(14) A naked day. (DD, stanza 2, line 11)
(15) To wake the silent markets (DD, stanza 2, 1i8g
(16) When the road waits, famished. (DD, stand:8,25)
a7 The wrathful wings of man’s progression... (Bgnza 4, line 31)
(18) Silenced in the startled hug of
Your invention (DD, stanza 5, line 33-34)

There are more instances of syntactically devitmictires got from ‘Death in the Dawn’. They whalata under
syntactic deviation were instances of selectioaatriction (collocational violation) except one waiiiis an instance
of category rule violation. There is also an ins&@rf ungrammaticality. The way the structures ated the
selectional restriction rule was explained usirgy[thanimate] and [-animate] feature.

2b. Data analysis

(5), (6) and (7), gives ‘Night’, which has the fewd [-animate], the feature [+animate] [+human] @heése are
instances of instances of selectional restrictamilgcational violation). (5) sees ‘Night’ as sotmely that possess a
feature only humans do, ‘hand’. (6) sees ‘Nighsasiething that possess the feature of an ‘eye’aangbmething
that is able to get jealous. (7) sees ‘Night’ amsihing that can dance. In (8), the verb ‘rainezkgh’'t go with the
noun ‘shadows’ but rather goes with ‘water’, andgit’ cannot perform the action ‘rained’; these arstances of
selectional restriction. (9) is an ill-formation thfe sentence and it can be seen as ungrammatisal.'sensations’
is given the [+animate] feature when it is sees@sething that could be silent; instance of sedeetli restriction.
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(10) is another instance of selectional restricasrcan be seen with the verb ‘misted’, which hassture attached
to it, selecting the lexical item ‘calls’. ‘Misted$ also a word which portrays an instance of aatgegule violation
as it violates the class to which it belongs; iaigerb functioning as an adjective in the poensoAlNight’ is seen
as [+animate] that can be given birth to. In (149nrise’ which has the feature [-animate] is vieves one with the
feature [+animate] which can perform the verb ‘qglénan example of selectional restriction. In (1yilight’
which has the feature [-animate] is seen as orte tvé feature [+animate] which can die and assimagosition of
a sad prostration, an instance of selectionalictisin. In (13), ‘joys’ and ‘apprehensions’ whicheaalso [-animate]
are seen as ones with the feature [+animate] wtachrace, an example of selectional restrictior(14), ‘day’ [-
animate] is given the attribute [+animate] becaiisgelects the lexical item ‘naked’, an instancesefectional
restriction. In (15), ‘markets’, [-animate], is giv the attribute, [+animate], when in the poentai awaken, an
example of selectional restriction. In (16), thadp[-animate], which selects the lexical itemnifshed’, is now
regarded as one with the feature [+animate] bedagsa be seen as something that can be very fiuagiinstance
of selectional restriction. In (17), ‘man’s progges’ [-animate], which selects the lexical iterwirigs’, is now
perceived as [+animate], an example of selectiggstiction. In (18), an ‘invention’ [-animate] kas up the feature
[+animate] when it is seen as something that cafope the action ‘hug’; an instance of selectioredtriction.

3a. Data presentation of semantic deviation

The following are examples of semantically devistntictures in the poems. They illustrate devianamregs which
give rise to figures of speech.

(19) Your hand is heavy, Night, upon my brow. (Mnza 1, line 1)
(20) | bear no heart mercuric like the clouds (fdnga 1, line 2)
(21) Woman as clam (N, stanza 2, line 4)
(22) | saw your jealous eye quench the sea’s
Flourescence (N, stanza 2, line 5-6)
(23) dance on the pulse incessant
Of the waves. (N, stanza 2, line 6-7)
(24) And | stood, drained
Submitting like the sands (N, stanza 3, line 7-8)
(25) Sensations pained me, faceless, silent as thigives. (N, stanza 4, line 12)
(26) Let sunrise quench your lamps. (DD, stanzm&,4)
27) Racing joys and apprehensions (DD, stanzae 10)
(28) A naked day. (DD, stanza 2, line 11)
(29) To wake the silent markets — (DD, stanzar®, [i3)
(30) When the road waits, famished. (DD, stand:n8,25)
(31) The wrathful wings of man’s progression... (Rifgnza 4, line 31)

There are more instances of semantically devianttsires gotten from ‘Night’. Most of the structsrgive rise to
personification. The others give rise to simile ané gave rise to oxymoron.

3b. Data analysis
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In the above sentences, meaning is foregroundedha&ntirings about figurative language. In (19)igN’
is perceived as [+animate] and this gives risests@nification. From the meaning of the structtiie,poet possibly
tries to say that when night comes, the reades fdekpy, his/her eyes begin to close. In (20)etieea comparison
made between ‘heart’ and ‘the clouds’ using ‘likeid this gives rise to simile. In (21), there isomparison made
between ‘woman’ and ‘clam’ (a large shellfish tkah be eaten) using ‘as’ possibly to state thabman behaves
like a clam in some way. This gives rise to simite(22), ‘Night’ is given a human attribute whogsalous eye’
can ‘quench’ the sea’s flourescence. This gives t@s personification. This structure may be usedng&an how
‘Night’ comes with the passing of the sun whichhligup the sea and makes it sparkly. In (23), ‘Nighalso given
a human attribute that can ‘dance’. This also giss to personification. This may also be usechemn how the
waves of the sea are dark. In (24), there is a enisgn made between the readers’ ‘way of submissind ‘the
sands’ using ‘like’ which may be one of total subsion possibly with the way sand submits to thedwirhis gives
rise to simile. In (25), there is a comparison mbdeveen ‘faceless and silent sensations’ and tritghves’ using
‘as’ which may mean how we have unexpected feelargk this gives rise to simile. In (26), ‘sunrisg’given the
attribute of a human who can ‘quench’ something tigl gives rise to personification. This structaray stand to
mean that with the coming of the sun, lamps whiehwsed in the dark are no longer needed. In (R§)’ and
‘apprehensions’ assume the feature of a human &hdrace’ and thus gives rise to personificatiohisTstructure
may be used to mean how the reader’'s mind is thgnkast and is not certain about how the day akatdbe. In
(28), ‘a day' is seen as a human who can be ‘nakbds, gives rise to personification. This maydtto mean a
new day that has not yet had any events recordédimthat hasn’t been clothed with any events e{(29), the
‘markets’ can be seen as an entity bearing theufedt-animate] which can be awoken and this givss to
personification. It can also be seen as an instahogymoron with the two semantically incompatilebepressions,
‘silent market’, placed side by side. They are setoally incompatible because in the real worldmarket is
usually very noisy. The whole structure may enta@ beginning of activities in the market with ttart of a new
day. In (30), ‘the road’ is seen as an entity with [+animate] feature which can get ‘famished’ #mid gives rise
to personification. The structure may mean thatrtda hasn’t had any record of an accident that pesple their
lives for the day and may possibly be waiting fmedo occur. In (31), ‘man’s progression’ can bernsas an
animate entity that has ‘wings’ and this gives ts@ersonification. The structure may mean that gen go to any
length and do anything, good or bad, to progresigein

Conclusion and Recommendation

This work has handled the linguistic study of W&8eyinka’s ‘Night’ and ‘Death in the Dawn’. It has
buttressed the fact that Soyinka’'s works are oreadilthough his use of language can be complex thmes
Soyinka in his quest for style deviated from thewn linguistic norms at the levels discussed taeffect as can
be seen. The choice of words is very importantianthpable of expressing effectively the thougfeslings and
emotions of the poet and passing across the interm#ssage of the writer to the reader of the wbhiks work has
shown that there is a distinction between a linguitylistic analysis and a stylistic analysisepio and non-poetic
language as a means of defining literature. Thguage used in the two poems discussed in this simdy
manipulated in ways that signal it as differentirmrdinary language’. The product of this manipiga should not
be seen as errors but as the writers’ style.
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Night

10

15

Your hand is heavy, Night, upon my brow,

| bear no heart mercuric like the clouds, to dare
Exacerbation from your subtle plough.

Woman as a clam, on the sea’s crescent

| saw your jealous eye quench the sea’s
Flourescence, dance on the pulse incessant

Of the waves. And | stood, drained

Submitting like the sands, blood and brine
Coursing to the roots. Night, you rained

Serrated shadows through dank leaves

Till, bathed in warm suffusion of your dappled sell
Sensations pained me, faceless, silent as nightdhi
Hide me now, when night children haunt the earth
I must hear none! These misted calls will yet

Undo me; naked, unbidden, at Night's muted birth

Death in the Dawn

10

Traveller, you must set out

At dawn. And wipe your feet upon

The dog-nose wetness of the earth.

Let sunrise quench your lamps. And watch
Faint brush prickling in the sky light
Cottoned feet to break the early earthworm
On the hoe. And shadows stretch with sap
Not twilight's death and sad prostration.
This soft kindling, soft receding breeds
Racing joys and apprehensions for

A naked day. Burdened hulks retract,

Stoop to the mist in faceless throng
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15

20

25

30

35

To wake the silent markets — swift, mute
Processions on grey byways....

On this
Counterpane, it was —
Sudden winter at the death
Of dawn’s lone trumpeter. Cascades
Of white feather-flakes ... but it proved
A futile rite. Propitiation sped
Grimly on, before
The right foot for joy, the left, dread
And the mother prayed, Child
May you never walk
When the road waits, famished.
Traveller, you must set forth
At dawn
| promise marvels of the holy hour

Presages as the white cock’s flapped

Perverse impalement — as who would dare

The wrathful wings of man’s Progression ...

But such another Wraith! Brother,
Silenced in the startled hug of
Your invention — is this mocked grimace

This closed contortion — |?
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Abstract

This article examines the need for peace in Nigeeeause the complex nature of Nigeria seems tgoond the
moral fibre, attitude to economic and social issiredife. Due to moral decadence of the countrpécomes
imperative for religious functionaries to urgendyercise their prophetic functions. This paper #sldpnctional
approach as a plant form for understanding the agesef repentance and the quest for peace in Migetin the
Baptist's message of repentance if critically exaadi unfolds strong and effective teaching on secimaomic
challenges that call for deeper insight and apfdioaof non-violence to societal problems. This lgative study
employs secondary source to examine the quesefeepin the light of John the Baptist messagepdmance. It is
observed that without peace no meaningful and madike development based on justice, equity andgfahco-
existence can take place in Nigeria. Thereforegc@é&aa collective responsibility that calls forlends on deck.

Key words: John the Baptists message, repentanest,qpeace

Introduction

Nigeria is going through hard and perilous timegea is not alone in these challenges but it sad pity to
observe according to Folaranmi (2012) that:
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Mention anything negative; corruption, violationlmiman rights, fallen standard of education, elatto
malpractices, epileptic power outage, incessarikesty lack of security of lives and properties,
unemployment, fraud, greed and the rest, Nigeriia ke forefront. (p.vii).

The above situations have been blamed on the lgaldev enforcement agents and the populace. Theyago
image, attitude and moral disposition of Nigeriaairbad light. Our political leaders cannot be exatesl from
Nigeria’s woes. It is no longer news that Nigeriaswranked among the most corrupt nations of the Nilgeria
seems to be going back ward everyday in all aspédife. Hence Lawal (2012) says that:

While corruption is on the increase our life expacty seems to be decreasing, poverty and powegsssn
are the order of the day. People’s life are beisgabsed of cheaply through different means sudrasd
robbers, hired assassins, kidnappers and pot boletost of our high ways. (p.ix)

The implication of the above statement is thatuation breeds poverty and insecurity in NigeriaeYlare roots of
sin which should not be compromised but neededradt attack in pulling down this stronghold.

Nigeria is more complex than Palestine in whichnltte Baptist addressed. His message extends tswiaed
Judeo-Christian world in particular and humanityganeral. In Nigeria, there are also the threegoaies John the
Baptist addressed. The crowd, the tax collectos the soldiers were the principal actors whosevitiets were
characterized by corruption, exploitation, degremhgtavarice, selfishness, and other forms of baagie which had
to dangerously deteriorated the moral life..

The above moral dilemma is no exception in Nigevitgn over 180,000,000 people, more than 800 langsiamnd
dialects. Nigeria’s pluralism is compounded by lonijtary rule or effective occupation which explad avarice,
corruption, armed robbery, kidnapping, bad leadprstirug-pushing, fake drugs and other vices wiield cast
aspersion on Nigerians as indecent, notorious &utateful.

There is a saying that for evil to triumph, evergdSfearing person has maintained mute indifferesmeg cold

complexity. John the Baptist message of repentamdenperative not only to launder the damaged imafje
Nigerians, but to re-interpret John’s message fiigerian perspective. It is significantly observibat the anti-
snake poisons we need, therefore, is a regeneratigpiritual rebirth and a national repentances 3dime God who
called John’s audience to repentance through hisage is calling on Nigerians to get back on thlettrack. This

response would advance moral and spiritual devedmprand character molding of Nigerians by subsuoghib a

system of prohibitions to limit the range of thepke.

Conceptual Clarification

The concepts used in this study need to be clearglgrstood. They are John the Baptist messagentame, quest
and peace. Their improved understanding will offeeper insight into the functional quest for peaddigeria.

John the Baptist Message

John the Baptist message is the message of repentarfiorgiveness of sins. He points out that Jeanse to seek
and to save that which was lost. John the Baptmtigimed Jesus as Redeemer, Lord and the diviviersa a
universal sense. John’'s message portrayed Jesofeaisng forgiveness, redemption and salvation lfrée all
irrespectives of race, sex and merit.

Repentance

Repentance is turning away from sin to God. Itoigurn to the Lord with all the heart, soul and htigt means
turning from the fierceness of God’s anger. Repmgaconsists according to Douglas (1963) of a eddic
transformation of thought, attitude, Outlook anckediion.

Quest
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Main (1998) defames quest as a search or hunyragyg especially one undertaken by someone in dodbring
about some forms of self-improvement or self-disggyv

Peace

Peace is a term with variant meaning with the faraitd religious circles. Peace therefore signifiespleteness,
wellbeing and welfare of others. Similarly, peasealso associated with harmony, material prospepitysical
safety, spiritual wellbeing, righteousness anchtrieaae is God’s gift to man.

Mairi (1998) says is that peace freedom from oreabs of war, a treaty or agreement ending in wdreedom
from or absence of noise, disturbance or disorgeietness or calm, freedom from mental agitati@resity”.
(p.1014). This definition appears literary and fit$o social spheres of life. It does not being the Christian
ethical symbol which promotes or compliments thepomsible citizenship in Nigeria.

Okere (1974) defines peace as the resultant efffettie acknowledgement and harmonious living, tritstice,
love and freedom from sin and its enslaving burderman. It should be noted that these are soclaksavhich
have led man to the reign of peace. This is madsiple if man submits to the rule of law.

Iwe (1991) on the other hand notes that “peackdgé¢sultant effect of balance and harmony amoagdmstituent
elements and forces of an organism for man asdividual moral being, it is the price of rightecarsd goodwill”.
(p.95). The above explanation seems descriptileerahan definitive. The environment and sociotfil setting
of man may colour his meaning of peace. Given teve, peace could mean the highest political gobidiwtends
to consist the harmonious operation of the forddssosocial life. The spiritual life seems ignor@&kace should rest
upon that order that is founded on truth, built mgostice, nurtured and given life by charity an@ught into
functional effect under the auspices of freedom.

Uche (2009) states that “peace is not given totifigh or quarreling but connotes calm, quiet, unbfed,
undisturbed especially by noise, worry, fear orietes”. (p.113). There is substance that peacegeus conflict
and it is the natural state of being. The New WetsDictionary (1991) describes peace as:

The condition that exists when nations or othemgsoare not fighting, the ending of a state of wifae,
treaty that marks the end of a war, friendly relasi between individuals untroubled by disputessdicen
from noise, worries, fears, public order and segu(882).

The peace of God which passes all understandimyéstigated, in this paper. It is above all otktes of peace,
hence pleasing to God. It is on this peace the agessf John the Baptist anchored.

Nigeria is a country in dire need of Peace. Howeirmessant communal and religious conflicts hawenthe
quest for peace more imperative in Nigeria. Peaebeen defined bghambers2Ist centuryDictionary among
other derivatives to mean; freedom from or absefogar, a treaty or agreement ending a war, freeffom or
absence of noise, disturbance, or disorder, qusstoeclam, friendship.(p.1015).

Other derivative meanings include: restfulness)qudlity, serenity and placidity. Gregory (1976)sebves that the
concept of peace implies:

Cessation of hostilities between nations, the at¥sei civil or ecclesiastical, disorder, and fremdoom dissension
between individuals through positive situations ebhian individual has prospered materially, or islthg or

possesses a tranquil freedom from mental or splriarturbation, to condition where there is a mimin of noise
or activity (p.666). Ibeanu (2006), states thatdpeis a state of perfection, an earthly expressidhod’s Kingdom
that is yet uncorrupted” (p.5).

Theoretical Background
Several theoretical approaches have been extendbe message of repentance and the quest for pealigeria.

These range from functionalism to internationalisnd anomie. However, our main focus on this artitiall be
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restricted to functionalism with emphasis on thection and interaction it renders to moral in Nigen spite of the
anomic tendencies in Nigerian leadership and fahgw

Functionalism also known as functional theory was propoundecEhyilie Durkliein (1856-1917). The theory
explains that all aspects of the society or sdotitution serve a social function and are neagska the survival
of that society. Functionalism pinpoints the fuan8 of social structure in John’s message of reeet
Haralambos, Holborn and Heald (2008) say that:

Societies have certain basic needs or requirentieatsnust be met if they are to survive. How theiacstructure
functions reoccupies the minds of functionalistsingtionalism examines the social relationship betwéhe
different parts of the structure and their relastoip to society as a whole. (p.7)

When the above point is anchored on John the Baptissage of repentance, the theory reveals tlotidas or its
effects on people, institutions and relationshipsligeria. John’s message of repentance appe&lg&rians to sit-
up in the quest for peace in Nigeria. The centtehiof functionalism according to Henslin (2010bhiat “society is
a whole unit, made up of inter-related parts thatkwogether” (p.25). If we must look at both sture: or how the
parts of a society like Nigeria fit together to reathe whole and function or what each part doetiaw it

contributes to Nigeria, the message of repentanfieictional in Nigeria’s quest for peace.

Interactionism is a social theory propounded by Blummer on fosume small-scale interaction rather than society
as a whole. As the name implies it means actiorchivbs considered meaningful between two individiralelved
and interaction of the meanings that the actors givtheir activities. Interactionism is anchoredtbe interaction
between John the Baptist as a fore-runner of JeShsst and his audience exemplified in the crotd tax-
collectors and the law enforcement officers. Tresdms of the message helps in the interactioneoétidke holders

in peace initiatives that are capable of contrglline tide of anomie in Nigeria

Anomie as a social theory was put forward by Robert Krtbte It refers to normiessnes or a situation where
anything goes, or norms no longer direct behavand deviance is encouraged. Haraiambos, HolbonHsadd
(2008) say: “Anomie can result from changes in etyciwhich disrupt existing relationships and briexgsting
values into question”. (p.667).

Durlthein (1951) notes that anomie describes tbe tf direction felt in a society when social cohtf individual
behaviour has become ineffective. This purportedesof normlessness that typically occurs duringedod of
profound social change and disorder. It is a platem explaining which as the economic exploitatialienation
and corruption that characterized Palestine araal to Nigeria situation. The word of God by J&aptist which
is based on repentance, spiritual transformatiahraaral rebirth will bring about the desired change

Palestine before John the Baptist Message

The historical background of Palestine is significiea understanding its relationship to NigeriahiJs message of
repentance and the quest for peace in Palestindligmdia. There are observed similarities accordmgborgunrin

(2012) “between the situation in Nigeria today dhat of the first century Palestine”. (p.xv). Siaily, Omotoye

(2012) says “John the Baptist teaching could berpreted as rebranding of the old order for a bstteiety. This

act took place over two thousand years ago. leigbed that the “rebranding” message of John taptiBt is still

relevant in Nigeria in the 21st century, considgrihe political manipulations, social decadence lkibery and
corruption etc (p.31).

Palestine underwent pains of thirty year rule ofddethe king. He was a despot and embarked on weaspending
on his building projects which were of little beitgfto the masses who were mercilessly and hesaigd. Tax
fanning was introduced and paid off to the Romathanity. Roman soldiers were drifted to enforce tiodlection
of taxes and other levies. They were ruthless Illecting the exorbitant taxes. This impoverishee thasses who,
according to Aborgunrin (2012) were already vergmo

The economic and financial predicaments did notrawg during the early Christian era. Huge debtsiired by
Herod which had no bearing weakened the need ahtsses. Similarly, it greatly weakened their sefiseorality
and demoralized the people who were forced to nebigmselves to oppression and abject poverty.
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The death of Herod did not improve the situati@her taxes as a major source of revenue remathitantly

high, nation wide bribery and corruption especiatong the officials of government and the law erdment

agents became the order of the day. Poor agrialiffigld or produce did not help. There was sevangine which

drew a gap between the rich and the poor who wepelbssly wretched. The above situation was congeditby

the priestly aristocracy which supported the Hcagainst the Jews. Jerusalem and a few other tideame the
heaven of beggers. Some of these beggers pretémdexiblind, dump, lame, deaf and handicapped. Haeged

around places of worship, pilgrimage, festival apecial celebrations by the rich. Outside the gdtes were not
left out of such attractions.

Those who were unable to settle the heavy taxdsitied their lands and were forced to sell therthetax farmers
or their agents at a lower price. These the laveresfnent agents sold to the Herod. The tax farrmedsthe law
enforcement officers became agents to Herod. Aboingy2012) succinctly says: “The family of Heroevied
more than half of the land by purchase and acdpi$it(p.xvi). There were others who did genuineibess and
were rich. Children whose parents could not payhievy taxes were enslaved. This explains the larggence of
slaves, the widespread of unemployment and the lszgle exploitation of the poor.

The rich priestly aristocracy in Jerusalem considua political class with internal wrangling amotingm. The
Jewish-Gentile dichotomy gathered momentum. Thénacry that arose when the Sadducees acceptedcpbliti
appointments with Roman government did not go devefi with the Pharisees. The terrorist's activitiésthe
zealots became a source of worry in Palestine.eKpectation of Davidic Kingdom was very high bug¢ gociety
was polluted with different forms of sacrifices,nmaralities and teaching.

It was under the above situation that John the iBajt message of repentance was launched. Spidtiizities
seemed to have shifted to the wilderness, mountaidsdeserts. The Essence were foremost in atiioglgpiritual
renewal. People from different walks of life cansebie spiritually renewed. In Nigeria, the aboveis@Tonomic
and political challenges existed and then exactadmpressure on the available resources. It waspgeople so
helpless in such a pathetic situation that JohrBtqgtist as a fore-runner of Jesus Christ declaretbral revolution
of the oppressed. Similarly, the attitude of the rand those who controlled the political powealimost the same
as the Nigerian situation. John’s reaction to thkeys, rough edges, roads was understandablev&tising about
the futility of life of disobedience, earthly welaland exploitation is important in exploring Jolsnaafore-runner.

John the Baptist as a forerunner

John the Baptist was called to be a prophet. Heat@dained by God to this office. Prophet Isaiatiified to this
divine vocation. He wore camel’s hair, leather @irdound his waist and his food was locusts andl wibney.
Forerunner is a title which John the Baptist hetdduse in him, the idea of preparing the way thmguggaching
and going before the face of the Lord to prepaseways found its fulfilment. A forerunner is of $eBnportance
than the person or persons for whose coming havsg the way. John expects his audience to folhaw in due
course. A forerunner prepares a place for therhemtany dwelling places of his father's house. fomeer offers
the assurance that one day audience would enteneaeenly bliss as Christ has did and would enfy dlory
which is now His. The forerunner is also the wayhjich after long following, the whole church woulglach at
last the father’'s house.

John as a forerunner gave a new impulse that smnfiointh to make ready a people prepared for thellL @ k 1:1).

Douglas (1963) says after the spirit of propheaypeaipon him, he quickly gained widespread fame peacher
calling for national repentance. Crowds flockech&ar him, and many of his hearers were baptizehifoyin the
Jordan, confessing their sins.

John the Baptist’s attitude to the established roirdésrael was one of the radical commendationdody was bold
and courageous enough to state that the axe isitdadthe roof of the trees. He denounced theicelfgleaders of
the people as a broad of vipers, and denied tleat tivas any value in the bare fact of descent #naham. This
radical departure gave rise to the question: whalt sve do?

A new beginning was necessary; the time had conmalioout from the nation as a whole a loyal remnaho
would be ready for the imminent arrival of the CamiOne and the judgment which He would executen dbla
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Baptist’s aim at giving the loyal remnant a distamid recognizable existence is suggested by thenstat in
Josephus that John was a good man who bade the@d@nactice virtue, be just to one another, amdipitoward
God, and come together by means of baptism. Repenfareceeds baptism and regeneration of life.

A religious community is entered by baptism. Jde Baptist, therefore, preached a baptism of repest for the
remission of sins. John’s baptism was of delibetataing away from the Jewish religious beliefs grdctice
which blinded the spirited reality expected of tmership of God. His teaching was characteristichaf age of
restoration of au the devil had taken from the peapd offers hope in the saving grace of God.

Lessons from John the Baptist Message of Repentanard the Quest for Peace in Nigeria

John’s message of repentance is a message of gagi@bing light in the redeeming work which Johe Baptist
heralded to the world. He made it clear that Jegusm he prepared the way for came to seek andviorsat Jews
alone or adherents of Judeo-Christian religion,thase who were lost. In the same vein, he offéoegiveness,
redemption and salvation freely to all who williggbbediently and graciously receive him.

This u-turn is essential in the message of JohrByatist which Nigerians need to embrace. John’ssage of
repentance remains a message of change from eakness, exploitation, alienation, degradationamcuption to
a spiritual inner renewal which encourages Nigeriam practice what is considered loving, ideal, lachnd
trustworthy.

Nigeria political leaders cannot be exonerated ftbennational woes. They seem cold, complacentimsghsitive
to the social, economic, political and spirituatal of the day. Hence, there is lack of the pdlitigill, moral fibre
and inability to pursue the sworn prophetic verdithis weakness has a negative effect on the sgirlife of
Nigerians and has weakened the quest for peace.

The oppressed Nigerians need liberation from thgaressors. They may not be political actors beitdévil. For an
effective moral revolution, repentance must be ekdzhupon. This is a renunciation of the agentdaskness in its
entirety. The quest for peace is based on thistyedligerians need to learn that peace is linkethgrace, life,

righteousness and comes as a gift from God. Thstdoepeace in Nigeria is practical in establishiompleteness,
soundness, well-being and harmony. For effectivestfor peace in Nigeria, one seeks the face of t@amligh the

word of God, prayer, material prosperity and spaitwellbeing of others.

God is still interested in the welfare of Nigeriaasd does not leave Nigerians without a word, ngessand
prophecy aimed at social transformation. John thgtiBt message of repentance shows that God conritégerian
religious leaders to bring people to God.

Okanlawon (2012), states that John’s baptism wledchaptism of repentance and his message wasedeah
repentance and the forgiveness of sins. By imptinaiNigeria needs a repentance that leads to agehaf attitude
and righteous lifestyle. This as a change Nigeeieds for positive transformation.

Nigerians especially the masses, the business, thestaw makers and the armed forces are to e bation in

high esteem. John the Baptist was salt and lighti®fpeople, so should men of God in Nigeria. Aeragf

reformation, men of God should bring hope, loyatipedience and should not place loyalty above triitie

message of repentance should bring out true huynamithe masses, business class and political acidre

conscience and true humanity of their audiencelaaters should be appealed to for a better resdlimproved

guest for peace in Nigeria. John the Baptist's mgs®of repentance is the hallmark for peace iniNig&he choice
is ours either to bear good fruits or the revef$e reward depends on our choice. In Luke 3:8ays,dear fruits
that befit repentance. The blessings of Abrahamdarthose not with stony hearts but a generdtiahbears good
fruit. They are not cut down and thrown into the fiThe message of repentance is good news bechtise love

and selfless sacrifice, charity and compassionatearn it displayed. If Nigerians are at peace wittmselves and
with God, the challenges to peace as containedike I3:3-6 would not affect them. They make thethpatraight,

filled every valley and mountains and hill brougdw, crooked made strength the rough ways made gneaua all

flesh shall see the salvation of God. Peace io&ehlet Nigerians give peace a chance.
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The message of repentance if well articulated pgbke of reducing political unrest, insecurity,réthclashes, threat
by armed bandits, ritual killing, religious intogrce and immoral behaviours. Folaranmi (2012) thefview that:

We are also living in the hot climate of econoimézdship. There is no nutrient in our bodies beeaithe
above. The things we used to cherish are no lothgee. Honesty, faithfulness and godliness areongdr
considered as necessary and valuable good nanmresstiipfaithfulness and godliness. (p.viii).

There is a strong indication from the above redlitgt Christian values especially the ones inditatkove are
hallmarks in Nigeria's quest for peace. The in&pito accept this fact probably explains the reaseny our
lawmakers fight physically in public over trivialatters. They have by this show of shame becoméltaakers.

The message of repentance by John the Baptist &ds @hristians in particular and Nigerians in gahdifferent
if we must trek the path of honour. The systematid expository message has either made us or Hrouglthe
light and salt in Nigerians. The quest for peaceNigeria starts with the word of life which has thewer to
penetrate even on stone or rock. Christians asreat permeate and penetrate every sphere ofléfen has taught
Nigerians to cherish peace in their efforts toehawhealthy and stable Nigerian society.

John the Baptist’s message of repentance caljsigtice in the family, church, government and tbeiaty. There is
substance in holding that without justice, fairypéand the fear of God, the quest for peace is nmgéess and may
elude Nigeria. Religious leaders should not be umed developed by political leaders. John the Bags a
forerunner had compassion and had to inject stdttime society. Christian leaders ought to do #maes without

compromising their vocation at the alter of matésia and other worldly pleasures. Christian godigmacter such
as filial devotion, good conduct, and compassiot@ae for mankind, filial piety and fear of God muysenetrate
Nigerian society as was the case in Palestine. vedice to the above lesson will reduce criticisnseisitivity to

Nigeria’s perilous time and improve understandimat it is only God that is good and perfects.

All hope is not lost in being architects of our Ipiems. John the Baptist has given us ways to rexzinio help
Nigeria in her quest for peace. The gospel of Jbh27 says: “Peace | leave with you, my peace ¢ ginto you,
not as the word giveth, | unto you. Let not youaiibe troubled, neither let it be afraid. The wofdsod sooths
preserves and liberates people irrespective oé.trolour and creed from all oppressions of thald&he Bible

holds the key to Nigerian’s quest for peace. Re#tiom, regeneration and compassion need to sterinwi

It is evident that there are different types of ¢&eas articulated by scholars. Ibeanu (2006) refe8t. Augustine of
Hippo who distinguished two cities namely, the aitly God which is founded on perfect heavenly peacd

spiritual salvation and the earthly city of man,iethis founded on appetitive and oppressive impylge corrupt
and torn by strife (p.5).

In a related distinction, Kaigama (2010) made tugtiinictions between negative and positive peacs:thu

Today people talk of what is termed “negative peattet is the peace that springs from an absefhabrect or

systematic violence, but which does not mean thegtpons are not easily available or social conditioinlife have

improved to the extent that hunger, ignorance dadades have been drastically reduced “Negativeei¢a my

mind is the sort of peace enjoyed by Nigerians yotaositive peace” however, is what we years fod ahould

work for. Positive peace springs from the presesfc@stance throughout society with opportunities &ll, a fair

distribution of power and resources, protectiomfroarm and impartial enforcement by law. Positieage means
the elimination of the root causes of war, violeaod injustice.

Nigeria is in need of peace

The imperative of peace in Nigeria is focused ormcpe justice, forgiveness and reconciliation whete

inextricably linked to each other in buttressing thignificance of reflecting on the communalitiestvieen

Christians and Muslims in Nigeria. Chapman (1998)ssthat “one way to break out of the dead loclate@ by
centuries of controversy between Muslims and Ghnistis to start with basic convictions that arenown to both
faiths and from there move to explore differencgg’’77). There is substance in holding strongly geace, justice,
forgiveness and reconciliation are ingredients ofi-miolence which Nigeria needs in order to chapathway
towards inter-religious peace.
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Christian-Muslim dialogue contains strong and dffecteachings on themes that call for deeper wstdieding and
application of non-violence approach to insurgemcyigeria. The Christian-Muslim relations show ttiNigeria
has experienced religious tensions conflicts, igency, insecurity and violence because non-vicdgmroach has
not been appropriated in insurgency in Nigeria.

The scriptures provide enough resources to seekepigathe world. “Shalom” is used in the Old Testamto
describe prosperity of a material sort.

Another lesson is in becoming giants of the kingdufnGod. The message of repentance calls us to k. It
requires working in obedience to the Kingdom’s dedsaand heritage. Solomon loved the Lord and woiked
obedience in the status of David his father orityg(8:3). Abraham worked for God in love and obed&nrAnother
kingdom giant was David who was glad when askeoetin the presence of God. Joseph was obedientdoaGd
feared God. If Nigerians love God, they must oleword. The word of God does not only renew a rigfitit
within Nigerians, but it revives the souls of Nigers, makes wise simple, encourages testimoniesrlightens the
eyes. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdPsalm 19:11 says they have great reward. Kgepimy from
the sin leads to righteousness which exalts améiie Nigeria.

Conclusion

The word of God as contained in John the Baptissage of repentance remains an index for meastiingssons
of peace in Nigeria. A listening ear would appreeihat sin is a reproach to Nigeria. Uche (20@&csctly states
that:

Corruption has remained one of the oldest, mospl@eing, dysfunctional concepts because of man’s
grace for absolute power which corrupts absolutglying rise to incurable cancerous body politics,
public exploitation and abuse of public office. @gtion points to the transience of the presentidvor
order which is subject to decay as contrastedrtb@riuptible inheritance reserved for believers1¢i).

The weight of corruption goes beyond the aboveityedt reduces the overall wealth in Nigeria bysaburaging
business to operate in such corrupt setting andageeincome is more than three times lower. Thegepaor
funding of education, lack of equipments, poor aesle grants, disease, hunger, unemployment whgthadcount
youth violence in Nigeria. It may be observed thatollective will of the Nigerians, institutions cfiunctional
relationships may not stamp out corruption whicthesbane of Nigeria's woe.

Peace of God which is linked with grace remove&s ®nmity through the sacrifice of Christ. This iamd peace is
built on the word of faith which John the Baptiseached to the crowd, the tax collectors and lafereament
agents which are relevant to the contemporary Mggtuation. John the Baptist is message usheréukei messiah
whose birth, ministry, death and resurrection ateimvain. Inward peace is built and sustainedhsyword of God
and flows unhindered. Nigerians have learnt thay tinust be active to promote peace not merelyasglimination
of discord but as the harmony and true functiomihthe body of Christ.
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Abstract

Communication is one of the basic skills in langaisgarning. It is the first activity a child engage the process of
learning or acquiring a language. This goes to stimtzcommunication plays an important role in firenation of
speech habit of a child in later life. As such,ldt@n should be encouraged to develop and cultitreehabit of
being good communicators early in life. It is a Melown fact that ability to communicate well wilsually reflect
in the quality of response a person gives when cagkeestions or for information. Since the main esseof
language is to achieve communication through detmn, it becomes necessary to make such commtiorica
effective in order to achieve the intended meanirge paper aims at giving answers for the followinugstions:
What is communication, types of communication, im@oce of communication, how to develop effective
communication skills in students and impedimentgffective communication. It will also suggest &tes that
could be used to teach effective communicationisskib students. Suggestions on how to attain effect
communication in the classroom were made.

Introduction

The word communication is understood in many wdyssome, it means feeling or simple exchange of
words, message and ideas between two or morergerSome include the written form in which inforinatis
written on paper by means of signs and symbols. eSothers include signs and body language as part of
communication. Yet some conceive it as involvingtinments used in the process of disseminating agess All
these interpretations represent the basic condepiromunication. That of conveying our thought dedlings to
other people through various means. Communicatsomot limited to human beings alone but essentiabyare
concerned with human communication which is thenfof communication by which people interact ancoptuate
social relations. This involves human languageher meaningful processing and interpretation of epemunds,
signs and symbols produced by human beings. Tdfbetige, communication demands dissemination ea&lor
knowledge. The disseminator must posses the abiliput across the ideas intelligently, lucidlydaronvincingly.
The recipient on the other hand must have whakig to comprehend and assimilate the ideas faowbveasons,
the Igbo language is precisely the chosen langoagium in this work hence it enhances effective momication
among its speakers. However language generalheiptimary agency or medium through which commuiooas
affected. For interaction and communication amardjviduals to be effective, language must be maieth and
sustained and transmitted from one generation ¢oadtiher. Since the main essence of language ish®\ae
communication through articulation, it becomes 8saey to make such communication effective in otdexchieve
the intended meaning.

What is Communication?

The word communication is understood in differeatys/by different people. Some see it as a messabe a
ideas between two or more person’s. Some see symbols and signs. Others see it as anything thatget
message across, be it radio, television, newspapers

In this paper we are talking about communicatisraaool in all facets of life. Communication hazb
defined by different scholars. According to Berk2010:9-12) communication is “the activity of conisy
information through the exchange of thoughts, mgssa information either by speech, visual, signatsting or
behaviours. Jayaweera (2004) defined communica®m@n interaction process through which persongraup
relate to each other and share information expeei@md culture.

In this case we are talking about communicatioit affects language intoto. Communicating in thisrk
is defined as the act of conveying our thought feelings to other people and receiving in returgirtlactions in
accordance of the act. We are saying that in elieiytone does in life there must be communicaticin & teacher
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teaches well because he is able to communicatemitélithe students. A student does well in the<lzescause he is
able to be a good listener in the class.

Effective communication is the glue that helps yaeepen your connections to others and improve
teamwork, decision making and problem solvingnkildes you to communicate even negative or difficidssages
without creating conflict or destroying trust.

Effective communication is also a two way stre&. ot only how you convey a message so that it is
received and understood by someone in exactly thg you intended, its also how you listen to gaia fhll
meaning of what's being said and to make the gikeson feel heard and understood.

Types of Communication

Aliu (2001) outline the four main types of commuations as follows:

a) Written Communication: Written communication includes email, letters,ganes, books and anything
else transcribed into typed or handwritten words.

b) Verbal Communication: This includes speaking, music, sounds and lamguégis theorized that
language developed from sounds and gestures.

c) Non-Verbal Communication: This include signs, eye contact, sign languagealpsure, body movement,
dancing, facial expressions, body posture and physiontact, the tone of your voice, the way yook|olisten,
move and react to another person tells them maratajour feeling than words alone ever can.

d) Visual Communication: This type of communication involves a visual thsp such as pictures,
illustrations, charts, graphs, topography, televisind other teaching aids (instructional matéyrials

Elements of Communication
According to Ahmad (2004), there are six elementsomponents of communication. They are:

a) Source (sender, encoder)The source is the person, who originates or ieisidhe action of speaking nor
writing. In our case, the teacher is thereforegtheoder who wants to convey a message to his ggiden

b) The Message: It is the information which has been carefullyegpriated by the source for transmission.
If be without a message there will be no commuivcat

c) Channel (Medium): This is medium through which the message is &eit$ target. It could be verbal or
non-verbal or in written form.

d) Receiver(Decoder, target Audience):lt is the person who receives the message andldsdp reacts to
it and sends a feedback where necessary. In oer ttesstudents are the decoder.

e) The Response:lt is an initial reaction exhibited by the receivarthe message. It is also described as a

change in behaviour. Response occurs before fekdlhanay be positive or negative and may give tse
favourable or infavourable feedback (reply).

f) Feedback: This is the reply that comes after response. Akteeiving the message, the decoder interprets
it from the codes or symbols used. Feedback iegidturther communication processes such that the
receiver now becomes a sender of a new messagthé.eeply) and the former sender now comes the ne
receiver and so on till the message or communicat@t is terminated. Feedback thus makes
communication a two-way process of reaching mutndierstanding.

Importance of Communication
The importance of communication cannot be over exsigbd because it is very important in learning a

language and other subjects generally. For a letorige able to exchange views and communicatifacgfely, he

must be a good communicator. Effective communicati® an important life skill that enables us totdet
understand and connect with the people. Communitgiiays a fundamental role in all facets of lifde art of
communication involves listening and speaking ali a® reading and writing. Teachers make excelteathers
because they are able to transmit knowledge skiltkvalues at the same time they communicate ¢heing for the
students. Word Bank (2003:4) commenting on theifsagmce of communication in the classroom, stetest

“...since language is the medium in which thinkinges place, effective communication aids thinkingl an

understanding in the classroom.”

Impediments to Effective Communication
There are many hindrances to effective communigatime of them itack of agreement or dissonance.

When a teacher does not agree with the studentemtudents do not agree with the teacher. lbisasy to pass

the message. A language could be used to commanidagn there is mutual agreement between the spaake

the listener.
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Another important factor is thenvironment. If the teacher and the students are in a noisy@mwent, the
voice of the speaker may be drowned in the noisyaphere. In that case, it does not reach thettatgkence.

Another setback in communication liesiliiteracy or level of the understanding of the listenergaily, a
message may be overloaded thereby making it difffou the audience to catch up. In language, ewpsaker is
expected to choose the right word or words formhéssage. It is only when this is done that the Iprotof speech
redundancy will be reduced. Every language makemning when the speaker uses the right word antistesers
are ready for the message. No meaningful learnnagsaction takes place where there is breakdown in
communication

How to Develop Effective Communication skills in Sidents

A classroom environment relies heavily on the duatif communication taking place within it. As a
teacher, taking steps towards improving the compatitn skills of your students will contribute pigly towards
your classroom climate. Students with effective oamication skills will be more likely to contribut® class
discussions, will be more productive members irugrprojects, and will ultimately gain more from ithexperience
in class. The following steps can be implementetimorove your students’ communication skills wittetintent to
strengthening the classroom experience.
Steps for Improving Students Communication Skills

» Encourage all students to participate in classudision. Avoid focusing on the students that areagbv
willing to answer. Look for responses from the entilassroom, and be willing to take the time fam to
emerge.

» Assign frequent opportunities for small group dssian. The more often students work together irioral
contribute to the larger discussion, the more cotabte they will become within the classroom
environment, increasing their willingness to comimate.

> Establish the ground rules and norms for classudson early on specific elements, such as when a
speaker should raise their hand, and more intamgifibects such as the tone for the classroom enwinat
you establish, will help your students understamd bommunication works within the classroom.

» Adopt a policy of openness with your students. When make a change to the class structure, oragive
assignment, be open with your students about yateniions and seek their feedback. By treating them
with respect and openness, you will help fosteemvironment of trust with your students, increagimgjr
likelihood of open communication.

Strategies for Effective Communication

Communication is both receptive and expressivecheas must be skilled at listening to their studeagt
well as explaining things clearly. Teachers needitgl of thought to present the material.

The teachers must be able to breakdown complesidgo simpler parts and smaller steps to trangmit
their students. The teachers must be able to alleptmethods of communication to all students reéigas of the
ability or learning style.

The teachers are able to “read” their studentsaaiaght to the needs of the individual.

Effective communication includes transforming thering into the interesting and having good
presentation skills. Good teachers care about shedlents’ progress and let their students knaw &l times.

The teachers learn their students’ names earthenschool year and use their names when addressing
them.

Good teachers get to know their students’ homessfand preferences and communicate this knowkedge
their students.

The teachers communicate their appreciation foatviieir students do by celebrating their succeards
constantly encouraging them. This helps studemisréeognized and validated.

Recommendations
» A conducive environment should be provided forhess.
» Teachers of communication skills should be goodeted
» The teacher of Igbo must be very knowledgeabl@éénlanguage. He should have a good command of both
the spoken and written forms of the language.
» The teacher makes use of visual displays, suclcages, illustration, charts, graphs and otherappate
teaching aids (instructional materials).
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» The teacher should become an engaged listenerd a@eoninating the discussion, allow your students to
say their mind — good listening skills and showiaggenuine interest are attributes of a successful
communication.

» Teacher should ensure that his students are itedr@s the topic/discussion. Students learn fagtére
lesson is interesting, challenging and relevaihéir needs.

» Teacher should appreciate their students by cdlagrtheir successes and constantly encouraging.the
This helps students feel recognized and validated.

» Teachers must be able to breakdown complex idéasimpler parts and smaller steps to transmihéar t
students.

» Teacher should ensure that they “read” their sttedand adapt to the needs of the individual.

» Teachers should care about their students’ progresset their students know it.

Conclusion

Since language is the medium in which thinking sakétace, effective communication aids thinking and
understanding in the classroom. Teachers of Igbaldhitherefore, endeavour to create channels ofraamcation
between them and their students in the teachiegrnlng process. The teachers should be able ttogithe above
mentioned techniques and strategies in his teachiaghould not hold on to only one method, butaiseriety of
methods to avoid monotony and boredom. The teasheuld be able to satisfy the interest and alslité the
different pupils in the class. This will go a lomgy in their students to derive benefit from whas been taught
thereby resulting in improved performances in stislén the subject.

References

Ahmad, M.M. (Ed) (2004)Studies in English and communicati®fol. 2. Zaria: Nasif printers and publishers.

Aliu, M. (ed) (2001)Linguistic and literature in languages arts (anroductior). Kano: Rainbow royal publishers.

Berko, A. (2010)Communicating with teachers - A scheme for teaeldecation London: Oxford university press.

Jayaweere, F.I. (2004Fommunication strategies for secondary readin®j' ). Delawere international reading
association. London: New York publishers.

Word, B. (2003).Innovative approach to teacher training (A trainimganual for teachers, head teachers and
teacher educatianLagos: Stirling horder publishers Nigeria.

75



