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The Effect of Prohibition of Speaking of Igbo Langwage on the
Performance of Students in Igbo Language in Seconda
Schools

By

Chinenye Anthonia Ezema Ph.D
chinnyzemsfour@gmail.com
08037728086

Abstract

The study investigated perception of students om dffect of
prohibition of speaking of Igbo Language on thedrfprmance in
Igbo Language in secondary schools. One researe$tiqn guided
the study. Descriptive Survey design was employediie study.
The instrument for data collection was 8-item gio@staire on
Perception of Students on the Effect of ProhibitidrSpeaking of
Igbo Language on Students Performance (PSEPSILIRg
instrument was validated by experts in LanguagecBtion and
Linguistics departments from the University of Nige Nsukka.
The data collected were analyzed using mean anddastd
deviation. The findings indicated that students velne prohibited
from speaking of Igho language in their schoolsxdbperform well
in Igbo language in their schools. Based on thalifigs and
conclusion, it is recommended among other thingd #tate and
local governments in South Eastern Nigeria shouidlish the
prohibition of speaking of Igbo language in theiinmry and
secondary schools.

Introduction

Language plays an important role in teaching @adning
situations. It is man’s exclusive means of commaiig with each
other using symbols and sounds to express emotoiis wills.
Azikiwe (1998) views language as, “... a means ofaamntrol, it
is a collection of motor responses; it functionmbylically and so
is used for verbal communication.” Language perforihe
functions of transferring societal values from a@m@neration to the
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other. It is indeed a necessary or an essentialcag education. It
is for this reason that language has from the lméginoccupied an
important position in the National Policy on Eduecatand hence
the National Language Policy.

Prior to the introduction of formal education irigria,
Language like other aspects of education was irdbrrRormal
western type of education was introduced into tbentry by the
Christian Missionaries in the nineteenth centuryccéding to
Odadele (2006), for about four decades after thisiai date, both
the nature and main thrust of language educatighdrcountry was
left to those missionaries to decide. The missiesawhose sole
aim was to spread the gospel felt that the Africhidd was best in
his indigenous language. This made them to emphdbki native
language. It is not surprising that the teachingl darning of
indigenous languages received a much genuine iatteirt those
early days of western type of education in the tgun

Education which involves the principles and pieagi of
teaching and learning is the aggregate of all tieegsses by which
a child develops his ability, attitudes and otlwnfs of behaviour in
practical values that cannot be provided withoogleage. It is very
necessary that secondary school students are allaaveexpress
their ideas, thoughts and views in their indigentargyuages. But
due to the prohibition of the speaking of Igbo Laage in many
schools, students are denied the opportunity ofngustheir
indigenous language (Igbo Language) freely.

Despite that these students were not allowed ¢alspgbo
language in their various homes; they are equaibhipited from
speaking it in schools except during Igbo less&as.example, it is
always written conspicuously on the walls of classns, “Speaking
of Igbo language is prohibited in this class”, “Macular is highly
prohibited in this class”, and “Igbo speaking ig atiowed in this
class”, “Speak Igbo language and pay fine. Thisldeto be one of
the major reasons why students achieve poorly o lgnguage in
schools and in external examinations like WestoafiSenior School
Certificate Examination.
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Students are always flogged, punished or fined for
speaking or conversing with friends and colleagndgbo language
in the classroom and within school compound. Nwad2002) and
Eme and Nkamigbo (2009) supported the above viewnwthey
said that in many schools in Igbo land, the auttesridebar their
students from speaking their mother-tongue evertoupmposing
fines on students who speak their indigenous laggu&Vvhen a
student cannot express his feelings during intemaatith his peers
in his indigenous language orally, how can he hanerest in
writing that language?

The guideline of Federal Government of Nigeria in
National Policy on Education (2004) states thatoldhnguage
should be used as a medium of instruction in nyrgefirst three
years in primary schools, and as a subject in sErgnschools.
Government at different tiers should ensure thatidlws prohibiting
the speaking of Igbo language in our schools arelisited
especially in Igbo land. This mars the objectives National
Language Policy in making Igbo language one ofttiree major
languages accepted in Nigeria.

Due to prohibition of speaking Igho language iassks,
schools and homes, students do not develop intérelarning,
speaking and studying of Igbo language. During Idghoguage
periods, students are seen leaving their classasdtevant things.
This hatred towards Igbo language by students & tduthe poor
perception they have about Igho language.

Equally, the students also perceive that theichess have
no interest and respect for the subject (Ilgbo laggi Ohiri-
Anichie (2010) said that prohibition of speakinglgibo language in
many schools has made many students to neglect lagiguage.
Many of them see Igbo language as a subject fowdak students.
Likewise, Ejiofor (2010) asserted that studentsbmp@erception
towards Igbo language arises from the restrictibrtheir parents
and prohibition of speaking Igbo language in therious homes
and schools.
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This study therefore, was to find out the peramptof
students on the effect of the prohibition of spegkiof Igbo
language on their performance in Igbo language eénosdary
schools. Specifically, the study sought to:

1. Investigate the effect of prohibition of speakionf Igbo
language on the performance of students in Igbguage
in secondary schools.

Research Question

1. What are the effects of prohibition of speakiof Igbo
language on the performance of students in Igbguage
in secondary schools?

Method

The study was a descriptive research. Specificadly
descriptive survey design was used for the studys $tudy was
carried out in Nsukka Education Zone. Three Locav&nment
Areas make up this zone. They are Nsukka, Igho-Btitd Uzo-
Uwani. The population for the study consists of @e SS I
students in government- owned secondary schodleistudy area.
Stratified random sampling technique was used.sEmeple consists
of 2,288 students drawn from thirty schools in NeulEducation
Zone of Enugu State. Sixteen, eight and six schaelse selected
from Nsukka, Igbo-Etiti and Uzo-Uwani respectively.

The researcher constructed an 8-item questionnaire
Effect of Prohibition of Speaking of Igbo Language Students
Performance (EPSILSP) which was used for data atgdie. The
instrument had four response options of stronglyeeg agree,
strongly disagree and disagree with weights of 4,23and 1
respectively. The instrument was validated by etgpen the
departments of Language Education and Linguisticsanf the
University of Nigeria, Nsukka. The reliability dfi¢ instrument was
tested in another Education zone different from ahea of study.
The Cronbach Alpha was used to calculate the iiétiatof the
instrument (0.78).
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The data pertaining to the research question wak/zed

using descriptive statistics. The result was prieseim Table 1.

Result

Research Question 1:

What are the effects of prohibition of speakingIgibo

language on the performance of students in Igbguage in
secondary schools?

Table 1: Mean (75) and Standard Deviation (SD) Score on

Perception of Students on the Effect of Prohibitidn
Speaking of Igho Language on their Performance in
Igbo Language in secondary Schools

S/IN ltem

1. Non speaking of Igbo language in schools maldestts to perform poorl
in Igbo essay

2. Non speaking of Igbo language in schools maltdestts to perform poorl
in lgho grammar

3. Non speaking of Igbo language in schools malidestts to perform poorh
in comprehension passages in Igbo

4, Non speaking of Igbo language in schools makelestts to have poo
grades in Igbo language as a subject

5. Non speaking of Igbo language in schools maltdestts to perform poorl
in Igbo literature

6. Non speaking of Igbo language in schools makeesits unable to spe
Igbo words correctly

7. Non speaking of Igbo language in schools makeesits unable to write
Igbo words correctly

8. Non speaking of Igbo language in schools makdesits unable to write
words in sentences correctly

Total

Data in Table 1 shows the mean and standard dewviabif
perception of students on the effect of prohibitmihspeaking of
Igbo language on their performance in Igbo languagsecondary

13



schools. From the table, items 1, 2, 3 4, 5, 6nd & with mean
score of 2.88, 2.65, 2.60, 2.51, 3.33, 3.39, 3r&D3A52 respectively
were accepted likewise the total with 3.00 meamesco

Discussion

In this study, the students perceived that thdipition of
speaking of Igbo language in schools had bad eftecttheir
performance in Igbo language. None speaking of lgibguage in
schools by students have strong effect on themmalkes them to
have poor scores and grades in Igbo essay, gramoraprehension
and literature. After getting good grades in otlsebjects, the
students will have poor grades in Igho languaged&its were
unable to spell, write and use Igbo words corre@tpdents were
not allowed to discuss, converse and express theessen Igbo
language. Any student that speaks Igbo will be shaqd, flogged or
fined as the case may be. Nwadike (2002) strosgpported this
view that students who speak Igho language aré fine

Most students do not want to be termed or regaaed
unintelligent or illiterates because they speakoldhnguage in
schools and hence will prefer speaking English laigg to speaking
of Igbo language. These attitudes and behaviougrth Igbo
language make students not to have interest in lgfiguage, since
they believed Igbo language will never give thengniy and
respect they wanted in the society.

As one of the elements of Bandura’s theory, schbalve
effect on a child’s language development. The schtiended by a
child shows the type of teaching and knowledgectiikel will get or
have. If a child attends a school that prohibita/her from speaking
Igbo language, he/she will never have interest peak Igbo
language let alone writing it.

Conclusion/ Recommendations

Based on the findings, it is a fact that the pgtioa of
students on the prohibition of speaking of Igboglaage in their
schools affects their performance in Igbo languagne speaking
of Igbo language amongst students in the schootiertteem not to
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be proficient and fluent thereby not writing cohehg. Based on the
findings and conclusion, the following recommenolasi are made:

1. States and local governments in South Eastern Idiger
should abolish the prohibition of speaking of mothe
tongue (Igbo language) in primary and secondaryash
and impose sanctions against schools that contthae
prohibition.

2. States and local governments in South-Eastern sState

should encourage students to write and pass Igipuége
in external examinations by giving them scholarstop

study Igbo language as a course of study in higher

institutions.

3. A credit pass in Igbo language in S.S.C.E. shbeldnade

a compulsory prerequisite for admission into higher

institutions for every course in Federal, State Bnidate
Institutions in South-Eastern States of Nigeria.

4. |Igbo language should be done as a course in General

Studies Programme (GSP) in all the higher instingi
especially in the ones in Igboland.
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Ethical Norms in Igbo Traditional Religious Society

Charles Ogbuchukwu Okeke, Ph.D.2
Department of Christian Religious Studies,
Nwafor Orizu College of Education,
Nsugbe

And

Harriet Nwando Okoye?
Department of Christian Religious Studies,
Nwafor Orizu College of Education,

Nsugbe

Abstract

In Igbo traditional religious society there are tagr norms the
traditional man and woman have lived with and pcact long
before the advent of Christianity. Those norms waggeloped to
guide and shape their social life in particular #melr world-view in
general. The sacred, for instance, is somethingishset apart for
religious reverence, while profanity is oppositetbé sacred, the
profane keep their distance from the sacred so asdid risk of the
two coming in contact. Prohibitionng) is something that is
avoided; once committed it becomes abominatian/)( and it
usually attracts the wrath of the spirit or deiBertain taboos are
attached to these norms. Should anyone go agaipsifahem he or
she must appease the spirit to avoid impendingritiés. But with
the coming of Christianity to Igbo land, the perigidenlightenment
came and there came a remarkable shift by many fraditional
practice to Christianity. Many people became coteekrto
Christianity, although one may say that the peogie not yet
holistically converted to Christianity as some Isiihdulge in
traditional practices. This study, therefore, exptbthe concept of
the sacred, profanity, prohibitiomg) and abominationafu) as
well as their various types as understood and ksitad by
traditional Igbo. The study was carried out in Armen State. To
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avoid falling victim to error of overgeneralizatiaihe study adopted
subculture area approach. This approach is negelssaause of two
main reasons. First, what obtains in one subcultuag not be the
same in another subculture. Second, the researateefsom central
Igbo and are very well at home with the culturetioé people,
therefore, the study focused on Idemmili North aBduth,
Dunukofa, Njikoka and Anacha subculture axis.

Key Words: Sacred, Profanity, Prohibitions, Taboos, Nsg,
Aruy
Introduction

The word ethics is derived from the Greghkos,which
means custom, a habitual way of acting, charader Kinance,
1991). In Latin, the wordsnos and moris are derived from
ethos Frommoris, the wordmoresand the adjectivenoral are
derived. Etymologicallyethicalandmoral are synonymous, and
for this reason, their substantive form, the twordgare used
interchangeably. From philosophical point of vieathics means
science or philosophy of human action(s). Thatisat a person
is expected or ought to do and what he or she shaubid.
Ethics is that science or philosophy which guidesmbn
action(s).

Every society has its own set of rules or normscih
its members are expected to abide by and adherélhose
norms are societaéthos, or norms of the society. A society
without norms is like something standing on a vanuénd, of
course, no society exists on nothing. There mustds&in rules
set down to guide its members. Social norms areldged with
the age of a society. This means that as a sogeiws and
develops its norms that will help it in keeping améintaining
social order.

African traditional societies are among the soeigtihat
have from ages developed the norms that have hefjretd
continue to help in guiding and shaping their sbaader.
People are expected to live by those norms. In Ilghditional
society, for instance, certain norms have helpetl @mtinue to
help in maintaining social order. There are certadnms that if
one goes against, one is said to have committeabamination
and that that abomination must be appeased. Thasemsn
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include, for instance, having sex with a biologiaalation,
cutting tendril of yams, committing adultery withveoman in
her husband’s house, a woman passing urine on aamedng
others.

There are also certain trees set apart for relgiou
reverence such as iroloji), silk cotton plant g¢kpu), detarium
senegalensepfp) among others. These trees are not cut or felled
at will. They are set aside as sacred. They haligioes value
and significance attached to them by traditiondddgnan and
woman. They are not treated or tampered with jilst kny
other tree. Certain taboos are attached to theseddrees, that
if any of them is abused, certain rituals must leefgrmed to
calm or ward off impending calamities that wouldfdie the
individual as well as the community (Okeke, 2012).

It is against the above background that the redesisc
have decided to embark on the above topic. The otilvgs
which the study is set to achieve are the followittge role of
the sacred in socio-cultural life of the traditibrigbo, why the
traditional Igbo attach so much importance on thiags sacred;
how the traditional Igbo see prohibitionasf) and taboos or
abomination &ry) and what must be done when one has
committed an abominable act.

Conceptual Clarifications

e Sacred in Igho Society

In traditional Igbo society, the terms ‘sacred’dan
‘profane’ throw some light of the attitude the pémmdopt
towards the world and other material things. TRiglso evident
in other religious societies like Christianity, dsh, and Judaism
and so on. Among the traditional Igbo, things aegarded as
sacred if they are appropriated or dedicated toeiydor for
some religious intent. Things which are held deardeity or
appropriated to some persons; made holy by relgiou
associations; which are safeguarded by tradition noade
inviolable or held sacrosanct are sacred. And tisaseed things
says Durkheim in Robertson (1971) “are to be tredatéth a
certain specific attitude of respect” (p. 55). Tihgplication of
this statement by Durkheim can better be apprediate they
apply to the cultural axis understudy.
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The term ‘sacred’ to traditional Igbo, includeseth
untouchables and the taboos of the people. As DBainkhin
Robertson puts it, “... that which par excellence gm®fane
should not touch or cannot touch with impunity” ¢8). Sacred
are things forbidden; they have indwelling beingfarce, which
is represented in the object. This means that thioisgs we see
and call sacred are mere symbols of the realityhef unseen.
For instance, there are sacred bushes dedicateelrtain deities
in some Igbho land. It is not the bushes or the dré®at are
sacred but the deities to which they are dedicatkchebe
(1998) made this observation in Things Fall Apatten he
narrated the wrestling tournament that was to falleee on the
ilo of Umuofia. According to him, “The whole village men,
women and children assembled at tlee behind them was the
big and ancient silk-cotton tree, which was sacr8girits of
good children lived in that tree waiting to be bbo¢p. 33).

In the above sense, what makes the tree sacréukeis
spirit that lives in it. In Eziowelle, for instancthere are bushes
dedicated to some deities just as in other townd wailages
understudy. There arefia Udike (the bush dedicated tddike
deity), ofia Aro (the bush dedicated tAro deity). In Abatete,
there isofia Omaliko (the bush dedicated t©Omaliko deity). In
Umunnachi, there ispfia Okpimodu(the bush dedicated to
Okpimodudeity) and so on. Some animals are also dedicated t
one deity or another. Such animals include the @ytlyoat, and
cow sheep and so on. Some waters, streams, rinertaies are
also dedicated to one deity or another. Thdsmili river in
Nnobi is dedicated tédemili, so also Agulu lakellas; river in
Okija/lhiala is dedicated td/lasi. These objects like animals
dedicated to a particular deity are not touchecttesithey are
mere symbols of the indwelling forces of their resfve
deities.

Helen Hemingway (1984) sees sacred as “power,ghein
or realm understood by religious persons to behat dore of
existence and to have a transformative effect air thves and
destinies” (p. 755). On sacred places, Helen Hemayg(1984)
describes them as ‘sites where the divine or sairespecially
present, a point of juncture between the transcenaed earthly
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spheres. They are places where heaven and earth wiesreby
apprehension of ordered cosmos becomes possihl&5).

On the other hand, sacred can represent persons or
things, which are protected and, therefore, isalatem the
profane. Hence, Boyle (1981) says “Sacred is sépdraom the
common profane world; it expresses ultimate totalue and
meaning of life. It is that which is protected, wiher or not by
religion, against violation, instruction or defilemt” (p. 217).
On this note, for instance, priests are separaseldody persons,
responsible for the temple, shrines and rituals,ictvhare
separated as holy places or things where men amdewaould
worship and behold the divine presence. Thus sacoedd be
found both in animate and inanimate things.

Going further, the kings, chiefs and titled men
(especially thepzo titled men) in their respective positions are
sacred and are protected from other people. They given
special honour, and are not buried in the same wasythe
ordinary man is buried. These sacred persons as&ithin food
and actions in order to protect their sacred positiThey do not
eat food prepared by women who are in menstrualogeras
such women at their period are regarded as prof&aered
persons or things are held in veneration as sesvahgods, or
possessing god-like properties and, therefore, haffectual
protection against molestation and harm. In thissseosu
(outcast) omhu (slave) is held sacred; hence he is dedicated to a
deity. Okeke (2012) explains that “the fact thattam animals
(or persons or things) are dedicated to a deitgrarther confers
the quality of sacredness to such animals” (p. 12).

Among the traditional Igbo, certain words are not
pronounced freely. For instance, the names of éxeasgan are
not freely used. Besides, children would not memtibe name
of the male or female organs to the hearing of hé& one
does, one receives the challenge and shun by otNenmes of
deities are not freely shouted. The sex organsaceed because
life comes through them and life is sacred in Iglociety. Life
is the highest goodSummum Bonunfllogu, 1974; Arinze,
1970). The people detest the destruction of lifespilling of
blood, hence a person who commits murder performs
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purification of ostracisationigba oso ochy). In his Things fall
Apart, Achebe (1998) narrated how Okonkwo’s gunledpd at
the funeral of Ezeudu and a piece of iron piercdzb@'s heart.
The only course open to Okonkwo was to flee from than. It
was a crime against the earth goddess to kill astctean, and
who committed it must flee from the land. AchehE948)
further describes the consequence of Okonkwo'oacti

As soon as the day broke, a large crowd of men
from Ezeudu’s quarter stormed Okonkwo’s

compound, dressed in garbs of war. They set
fire to his houses, demolished his red walls,
killed his animals and destroyed his barn. It

was the justice of the earth goddess, and they
were merely her messengers. They had no
hatred in their hearts against Okonkwo. His

greatest friend, Obierika, was among them.
They were merely cleansing the land which

Okonkwo had polluted with the blood of a

clansman (p. 87).

The above scenario depicts the fact that among the
traditional Igbo, blood is sacred and life is blodgkhd for this
reason, even when animals are killed for ritual pmses the
blood is sprinkled on the carved images, stonesdmitiles.
Profanity

The word ‘profane’ comes from two Latin worgso
and fane. Profane is opposite of sacred. To traditional Igbo,
profanities are those things that are not set apartsacred.
Helen Hemingway (1984) defines profane as the léwant use
of names, or irrelevant reference to attributegualities of God
or of holy persons or things held in esteem becaofse¢he
relationship to God” (p. 826). Helen Hemingway het states
that “profane, however, involves no positive inteiot show
contempt for holy things. Rather, it does them lbesour than
is their due by careless, or too frequent, or imappate
reference to them” (p. 826).

One of the essential characteristics of the sawredld
be its superiority over the profane. The sacred @residered
relatively superior in dignity and power to thingsofane and

22



particularly to man, when he is only a man and hashing

sacred about him. Superiority of the sacred, ingptheat a thing,
in order to be sacred must almost in all cases uperor to

profane. This is very remarkable. For instance, shered cow
belonging to the deitro in Eziowelle orOmaliko in Abatete
would enter a man’s farm to eat up the crops, withaffending

the man. Whereas the domestic animal of a neigelters the
same man’s farm to pluck a few leaves of the ctuptakes a
serious offence and would if possible kill the anlmThe reason
for this is that sacred and non-sacred are condeia® two
distinct classes, having such demarcation thatetienothing in
common (Okeke, 2012).

Generally, there are laws or taboas/y) which are
made so that the profane keep their distance fioensticred so
as to avoid risk of the two coming in contact. O&e(012)
clearly explains that “the profane things whetherinzls or
plants have no divine nature in them. But once mgthis
dedicated to a deity, it becomes sacred, and tihés turned to
the priest of the deity” (p. 14). The profane oltjean be passed
to the rank of the sacred through initiation ritEsr instance, an
ordinary man can pass into the sacred rankomf after the
process of initiation. Arazu (2005) states that &vimakeszo a
special title distinct from others is the rite @ual of initiation”
(p. 185). Similarly an ordinary man can pass irtte tank of a
priest. The ordinary goat, cow, ram, and so on, gass into the
rank of the sacred animal by presentation or dédinato a
deity. For instance, in lower animals or objecks sacrelization
or making of profane things sacred takes place itesser
degree. In higher animals and objects, it involvdse
performance of rituals and ceremonials, which nel§eta lot of
money and weeks to accomplish. Obinwa (personargw,
November 2% 2007) emphasizes that the traditional Igho man
is very sensitive to whatever that is sacred. Theisays,

Due to the taboos attached to the sacred, the
traditional Igbo make every effort to avoid any
action that may lead to profanation of the
sacred. For instance, it is an act of profanation
of the scared kolanut, or for a woman to climb
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the tree or pluck the fruit, or for ageo titled

man to defecate beside sacred kolanut leaves. It
is an act of profanation for someone to harm a
sacred animal dedicated to a deity.

In Igbo religion, each of the profanation is attadh
with some kind of rituals for cleansing, since #& akin to
abomination #ru/aly), although abomination has a stronger
character. However, Metuh (1987) states “In thetfplace, it is
normal conscience that pronounces judgments orgtoeiness
and/or the badness of any action regardless of henethe
norms governing such actions are in fact, taboasstams,
social, religious or moral” (p. 235). Elaborating profanity, A.
Ikemelu (personal interview, November 27, 2007)mittes,

To the Igbo, profanity ishe rury ary that is,
separated from the sacred. It is abuse. It is
opposite of sacred. Sacred has a link with God,
while profanity has no link with God. It is not
abomination however, because abomination is
stronger. Profanity comes from abomination
but abomination has stronger character. For
instance, to curse a person by word of mouth or
to sayChukwu amzikwp is a profane language,
but they are not abomination. Profanityiie
na-enyesighi Chukwu opuru (disrespect to
God), whereas abomination has to do with evil
or crime.

Considering the above statement, the researchenk t
that Ikemelu explained the concept of profane fr@mristian
point of view. If profanity isihe rury aru, what about a woman
who is in her menstrual period? Can one say thatistprofane
(o ruru ary)? Again, the statemer@hukwu apzikwp does not
always seem to be a profane language, though i¢aspto be.
But in one sense, it does not imply positive intemtdishonor
God. Rather, it implies a type of prayer of an a@sbad person
who invokes or beckons on God for help, a prayeargjuish.

The researchers think that the fuller meaning of
profanity as lkemelu submitted i#he na-enyesighi Chukwu
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nsopuru (disrespect to Go) ookwu wry ary (irrelevant use of
language against God, sacred object or person).

However, in the course of this investigation, the
researchers discovered that the traditional Igheehbhe sense of
profanity, but clear-cut demarcation is lacking vbe¢n the
concept of profanity and abomination or taboo. Hemme is
akin to the other. Take for instance, a woman in fenstrual
period, in Igbo traditional society must purify heody after her
period, in order to become clean again. And it talaoo for her
to cook for her husband during her menstrual exe®. The
guestions are: should a taboo be attached to this & natural
experience since taboos are attached to abominaticnme? Is
it an abomination for a woman to see her periothattime she
is supposed to see it? If a menstrual woman sholgdnse or
purify her body after her normal menstrual peridden it is
understood that she is profane. Thatoly onye wuru ary and
so, it is a taboo or an abomination for her to cdok her
husband. Is it reasonable to say that a woman inmnfenstrual
period is profane?

The above questions explain the reason the resewsc
hold that traditional Igbo have no clear-cut demagian between
the concept of profanity and abomination and samestjons
led the researchers to investigate the conceptrohibpition,
which in Igbo impliemso(ihe a na-ag ns) and therefore, must
be avoided. It is abominatiqiary) or taboo to commit it.

e Prohibitions and Abominationdsp andAru
Concept oNsp andAru

Among the beliefs that influence the socio-moréd bf
the traditional Igbo of the central areansy and ary, which
may be categorized into collective and individual
responsibilities (Isizo, 1998), all aimed at théabsishment of a
moral community. The termsp emphasizes that the prohibition
is total and absolute. It is, therefore, abomimati@ry) to
infringe on any of them. Metuh (1987) descrilmss andaru as
“ritual or religious offences believed to disrugdationship with
the supernatural forces” (p. 240).

Furthermore, the wordsp, according to Metuh (1985),
may mean two different correlated things: one niegaand one
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positive. Nso means literally, ‘avoidance’ or ‘prohibition’, that
is, what one must avoid, or what one is prohibitedlo. This is
the negative sense. In some other context, the saomnd nsp
means ‘holy’. It would appear that prohibitions ate or
preserve the status of holinesasq), while the breach of
prohibitions results in pollution or ungodlinesiNs are
therefore, ‘sacred prohibitions’.

In Igbo land, each deity has its own prohibitionda
taboos attached to it. The most serious taboogharge against
the earth deity. These, more than others, are\osdi¢o threaten
the stability of society itself as well as that mdture. lkemelu
(2005) enumerated some of these prohibitions as:

Having sex with another man’s wife, having

sex with a biological relation, having sex with

an animal or a mad person, having sex with a
sister’s husband, having sex with a brother’s
wife, having sex with a husband’s brother,

having sex with a father’'s wife, having sex

with a mother’s sister, woman having sex with
woman, man having sex with man, having
extra-marital sex and so on (p. 14).

Other instances afsp andary include:

Cutting tendril of yamsdmej) and cocoyams,
or digging of crops before fruition, or maturity,
setting ablaze farm, leaving a goat or other
animal to birth in tetters, robbery, murder,
disinheriting of legitimate property, being
wicked to domestic pets or caricaturing a
handicapped because of natural impairment or
deformity (Ikemelu, 2005).

Other realities ofnsp and ary are: jko mmad: ogwy, itolu
mmadu ns(sending poison to another persoime mmadwgwy
(charming a personjta mmad amusu(being wicked to another
person) and telling a deliberate lie against a @er@kemelu,
2005).

Furthermore, it ims and aru to kill a sacred python,
cow, or goat; committing suicide, stealing of yamayealing the
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secrets of the masquerade cult, having sex witimahiand so
on. For married women, it is abomination to climipam tree
with rope, or top of a house, kick yam, push dowstanding
wall, cook for anozo titled man.Nsp and ary are meant for
everybody irrespective of age, sex or status. Of&droos i)

are broken but once broken, immediate actions aken to
cleansing them in the acceptable way of the comtyuim some
occasions, Nri priest would be invited to perforie tcleansing
ritual (Arinze, 1970). One may hide a taboo brokémt an
untreated case may be unearthened by future misfertOn
this, Ikemelu (2005) observes,

Every custom has inbuilt consequences and
repercussions for fouling or desecrating it,
whether secretary or publicly committed. It is
not, therefore, an enactment or sentence to say
evil shall overtake those who foul custom and
tradition, sooner or later; it is merely stating a
fait accompli(p. 8).

So the traditional Igbo of central subcultural eoand
by extension, every Igbo man and woman, sge(prohibition)
and ary (abomination)as norms i(v(), the breach of which,
whether voluntary or involuntary unleash some nuoati
sanctions not only on the individual but also ore thntire
society. An abomination can be contained only bysidally or
ritually removing the cause of the breach or preeng its
effects.

Categories oNsp andAru

There are different kinds afsp. There are personals,
nsy of the different deities, and spirital{si). Personahsy are
those observed by an ordinary individual. Someheim may be
natural, others are acquired. For instance, cerfaimds or
activities persistently avoided by a person sinighbare his
naturalnsy. Other prohibitions could be acquired on the advice
of a priest or diviner. Metuh (1985) enumerates saategories
of nsp andary as:

1. Sex Prohibitions:
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* Having sexual relations with certain categorieskof
(distant kin)

e Adultery with non-relatives

* Having sex in the bush even with one’s wife, ortha
bare ground

» Having sex with a menstrual woman

* No woman should have intercourse while cooking,neve
with her husband.

e Adultery with a woman in her husband’s house may
cause the death of the husband and her childrewtif
confessed and purified.

2. Food Prohibitions

e To eat horses; certain parts of the internal cbegans
may cause madness.

e To eat animals prohibited by custom.

e To eat food prepared or touched by a menstrual
woman.

* No body may eat new yams until sacrifices are ntade
the ancestors andlla (earth goddessBreaches of this
was punishable by one year exile and sacrifice &@ma
to Ala and ancestors.

3. Death Prohibitions

e To bury a woman with an unborn child in her womb.

* To bury those who died during the month sacredl&
(Bury here means traditional funeral rites).

e To mourn those who die of infectious diseases
especially smallpox, leprosy, or elephantiasis bé t
scotrum.

» Violent death by accidenbwuike).

e For a woman to go outside the compound during
mourning period.

+ For a woman to visit the shrine oAla before the
completion of funeral rites of her husband.

The above are minor prohibitions against earth mioth
They are not abominations. They become abominatiomse
breached. However, the state of pollution and pumisnts
resulting from their breach are less severe thaosdh of
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abominations or major pollutions. This is probabbcause they
are not believed to pose a grave threat to the moamd social
order. In most cases, culprits are not ostracizatections of
defilement are in some cases limited to those wdnelintimate
contact with the culprit, for instance, the husbaaofl an
adulterous woman. The mystical sanctions may Hayed. It
may even affect the culprit's relatives after hisath. And the
costs of the items for the purification rites agsd expensive.
Other minor prohibitions according to Metuh (1985)
include matrimonial prohibitions and, place and dim
prohibitions.
4. Matrimonial Prohibitions

« For a woman to declare herself widow while her
husband is alive

» If a woman pushes her husband down.

* To have sex with a girl before her first menstroati

 For a member of the family to sell any part of the
family land without the consent of the living membe
and the ancestors.

e Adultery of the wife not involving incest threatettse
life of the husband and the child born after it.

5. Place and Time Prohibitions: A house is deemedaan if
the following take place in it:

» Birth of a child; menstruation; if a woman criesiin

* A compound is considered unclean before a festival
must be ritually cleansed.

* A bed is unclear if a woman passes urine on it.

As sexual offences affecting women are believed to
cause difficulty at childbirth, or serious illnessd frequent
deaths in the family, confessions are encouragedsametimes
demanded. A woman is obliged to confess all serffeinces on
arrival at her husband’s home, before childbirthd @ometimes
during her husband’s illness (Metuh, 1985).

In case of time and place, any offence againstethes
must be purified. However, there is no prohibitiot
menstruate, or to cry in a house, but there is lligation to
avoid persons and places affected by these a@svitPersons
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and things affected by pollution must be purifiddijure to do
so is believed to herald misfortunes attributedht® anger of the
earth mother and the ancestors who are protectiotseohome
and family (Metuh, 1985).

Conclusion

This study has to some extent dealt with the cphoé
the sacred, profanity, and prohibitions in Igbo diteonal
religious society, particularly among the centrgbd. Among
the people of this subculture, certain objects padsons are set
aside as sacred and are reverenced as such. Tited salgjects
and persons have indwelling force which is représegin them.
Certain taboos are also attached to these objéctd. because
certain taboos are attached to them, the traditiogteo man and
woman make every effort to avoid any action thatyrtead to
profanation of the sacred. Sacred and profane areng the
beliefs that influence the traditional Igbo man awdman of
this subculture.

Nsp andary are also among the beliefs that influence
the traditional Igbo of this axis. Metuh (1987) debesns and
ary as ‘“ritual or religious offences believed to disrup
relationship with the supernatural forces” (p. 24Dhey have to
be avoided, shunned, because committing them tantamto
violation of the moral order guiding the societigeinelu (2005)
confirms this when he says:

Both ns andaru disorganize, pollute, defame
in dignify, dehumanize, demonize,
immortalize, and destroy the sacredness of man
and society. Both may occur by omission or
misbehavior or misdeed, hence they may also
be termed or described assp an and
aluluman (p. 14).
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Abstract

Resources control system in Nigeria is not havimpsitive impact
on the lives of the people and that forms the bfasisnost resource
conflicts in the country. There is a strong indigatthat things have
gone absolutely wrong with the way resources anegbeontrolled
in Nigeria. But there can be a turn around whemnrethis an
integrative action towards achieving democraticlgdar the local
communities. The problem is not bearing from the/ermie
generated from oil sales neither is it bearing frdva death of
resources. The problem is hinged in the negligeficke people by
the government, mal-administration, waste of resesirexploitation
of the common purse, looting of the revenue by igubfficials,
corruption etc. These factors cumulatively occasf@nconflict and
glitches which are experienced in the resourcedralorystem in
Nigeria. This paper addresses the issue of pdliteducation
towards solving resources control problems in Nager
Conclusively, it is recommended that there is nfleedhe masses to
be educated politically so that they will resoriother ways such as
negotiation, dialogue etc in solving their problerather than
violence, vandalization, bombing etc.

Keywords: Resource control, conflict, political inductionjgeria,
mal-administration.

Introduction

Resources control is a germane issue in Nigerian
government and politics. This is largely becausetlsd value
attached to resources by the government and theleoednose land
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and resources are domiciled. The fact that hugeftisrare reposed
in resources is self evident. There are two sideslabate over

resource control in Nigeria. On one side is theegoment and the
other is the people. The government argues thagridig state needs
resources to sustain the daily administration efgbvernment and
by the exploitation and the sale of resources; gogernment

acquires some income with which to state withossland deficit in

the democratic space, as Parkinson (2012) notegkrgment is

expected to provide for its people and must utikzery income

made from resources exploration to the best intefdabe people.

The state is also expected to furnish an arenaldeit
enough to host its human society without glitches eatastrophe by
allocating the right values and privileges to- gemple living in the
various sections and regions of the state. Thisaabe done if the
state is in chaos and /or is witnessing an instgddace in its
resources administration process. The other sid#ebbte features
the people whose land and the resources belong. [@geclaim to
the fact that, since the resources are domiciléleir land, that they
have every right of decision regarding its explom@and usage. To
express and achieve this, the people who claine o lownership of
the resources, form fraternities and groups to gfam their
agitation over the resources control system. Fatairce, in the
Niger Delta region of Nigeria, there are movememtthe survival
of Ogoni people, ljaw Youth Council, committee oil @Producing
Areas, the Oloni Bill of Rights, the lkwere ChartdrDemands, the
movement for the Emancipation of Niger Delta etese groups
and their activities are all connected to influeigcresource control
in that region. Most times, their agitations aréexted when they
make strict demands from the government, by isstlimgats and
sanctions to the government.

These two contrasting viewpoints- from the governine
and from the people -regarding how resources shbeldllocated
make resource control a critical issue in Nigefibe spirit of this
debate has resulted to several conflicts and tiageidh Nigeria
owing to disagreements from both sides on whosenaggt to yield
to. But most scholars have argued that, regardiégbe control
issue of resources control there are complemerftatprs which
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affect and influence the way in which resources @etrolled in

Nigeria. These factors are politics conflict aagvl This research
work seeks to find possible ways through which @l education
will ameliorate the problem of resources contraNigeria.

Conceptual Clarifications
Resource Control

Scholars disagree as par the exact meaning of nesou
control. Roberts and Oladeji (2005), pointed outthwhile one
group conceives it as the total takeover of theusses located in
the resource producing states by the people oketlstetes, others
understand it to mean that the stakeholders irrdbeurce bearing
area should manage greater proportions of the ressiharnessed
in those areas. This implies that scholars and eggiators define
the concept largely from different and individuiisperspectives.
Ifedayo (2010) cited in Dickson and Asua, (2016firmfs that
resource control involves the access of communided state
governments to natural resources located withinr theundaries
and the freedom to develop and utilize these ressumwithout
reference from the federal government.

Henryik (2009), defined resource control as thetmdand
management of resources by state or local govensnfiemrm whose
jurisdiction the resources are extracted. The state local
governments would manage the resources from tlenitdries
under federal guidelines (especially, environmentas), and then
remit prescribed percentage to the federal cefifeimum (2005),
cited in Dickson and Asua, (2016) further opinectthesource
control is the principle that every federating umitust be
empowered to be self-governing. It amounts to apression of
self-determination by the zone which places a bollative duty on
other parts of the country to assist the zone énréalization of their
objectives.

Afoyemi (2013) , cited in Dickson and Asua (201&serts
that resource control is the way and manner themorent revenue
is shared among the various tiers of governmentféteral, state
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and local government, as well as how resourceslablai are

harnessed and determined Yau (2001), cited in Bitkend Asua
2016, resource control may be taken to mean thstantive power
for the community to collect monetary and other dfég accruing

from the exploration, exploitation and use of reses in their

domain and deploy same to its developmental pugo3de

seventeen Southern Governors forum as cited innDaé (2001),
explicitly defined resource control as the pradicef true

federalism and natural law in which the federatingts express
their rights to primarily control the natural resces within their

borders and make agreed contribution towards thetemance of
the common services of the government at the ceRirem the

definitions above, it is obvious that resourcesdpring areas ought
to have control over resources located in theiasrevith minimal

intervention from the federal government, as ipiacticed in the
United states of America, Canada and Switzerlanongst others.

Concept of Political Education

Political education is a form of socialization theiables
the citizens of a country to adapt in their soci¢tyough the
provisions made adequate by governments. Poliidatation is the
process of educating citizens on their rights, efutiand
responsibilities in order to empower and motivéien to influence
positively on governmental processes towards inipgpthe quality
of governance at both local and national level.

According to Easton, in Oriaku (2000), politicaluedtion
is the study of political ideas, facts, theoriealues orientations,
political institutions and agencies and all theated disciplines that
affect political attitudes and behaviours. Nnan2{i(3) states that a
“universal political education must be affordabkffective and
sustainable to prepare people to be informed votensarticipate in
public discussions and to work across ethnic boueslalin the view
of Ball (1984), political education refers to thstablishment and
development of attitudes and beliefs of the peaplaut the political
system. Following the same view, John (1991) dsfipelitical
education as all the learning processes that emugpinto political
life, and make one literate and good citizen.
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Political education is the best educational sethgi can
ever bring development and educate those in poaserth manage
the limited resources equitably without fear ordian Considering
Godwin’s definition political education can elimiea today’s
bribery and corruption, ethno-religious culturatriiers practices etc
in Nigeria, which will lead to peace and unity aaldo promote
national development in Nigeria with the knowledgfe political
education, Nigeria government has tried to buildgeeand resolve
conflicts in the country through the entrenchmerd arotection of
the fundamental human rights in the constitutiom ao segregation
in that respect is condoned.

The Concept of Conflict

A dominant view in peace and conflict studies isitth
conflict is inevitable in human societies (Akinwa009). Conflict
is a state of anarchy. It features a chaotic sanatvithin the
society. Various factors lead to conflict. Jacksond Jay (1993),
Baumeister and Vohs (2007) and Sidanius and P{a®@9) argues
that in any human society, inter-group hostilitydammpetition can
result to conflict involuntarily (Shepsle and Boech, 1970). These
values were fortified by men as social mechanismsetrve their
interests these could include democratic, admatist, religious,
philosophical systems of values which are constéddland pursued
by groups and individuals. Even though men haveolatgcal
identities with these systems of values, they ass likely to agree
within themselves, thus generating conflicts afSooups are made
up of people with both common and individual instseand it is
normal that “people who live in the nearly 200 stabf the globe
want their independence, separate cultures anereliff languages”
(Nye and Welch, 2007) and this quest for indepeceaesults to
conflict.

Apart from the constant violation of the constibatiwhich
conflicts portray, it does, to a large extent canswtsome good time
and fund form the state often channeled to resglitinit sprinkles
some flakes of trauma in the polity and of coursent one’s
advantage. It fixes the entire state into a wha&e~mould; a mould
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which certainly will reshape the socio-politicader and inflict fear
of survival, terror and tremor.

Also group integration is a feature of the stateicwh
bequeaths segregation and much contest withindtiety. Groups
segregate against one another, both as individoelsnging to
different groups and as groups with individual rets. Groups
bring segregation between its people and the gocidtere its
people belong. It is certain that by creation obuy’s identity,
groups give an impression which ends up makingmtmbers
mildly different from others within the same sogieAnd because
of the constant competition, conflict is occasianed

Sidanius (1999) identified two types of conflichi-group
conflict and Out-group conflict. In-group confliotcurs within the
members of a group, while out-group conflict occhetween two
groups; one group against another. So whether ibasveen
individuals or groups, conflicts must be experighae the society.
Resources control in Nigeria has had conflict castéeched to it
especially as it has to do with “who gets what”idewces abound.
Kidnapping of oil workers, the vandalization of elimes with
explosives, massive killings of community resideatsd security
officials by the militants. These are initiated kgroups and
individuals who claim that they were short-changby the
government in the sharing formula of the benefitent oil
resources.

Theoretical Framework

This study adopts the Realist Group Conflict (R@&&ory
to explain the relationship between Resource cbmtnd conflict.
The realist group conflict (RGC) theory saw itssfidebut in the
work of Cambel (1965), titled: Ethnocentric and esthAltruistic
motives. Realist theory is built on the logic thatnsidering the
complexity of human society, conflict is inevitabknd considering
the quest to get what he wants, man is bound toentakstant
negative encounters with his fellow man, by act andans of
conflict.
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Scott (1992) and Esses et al (1998) argue thadbiety is
a competitive one. One that is replete with mudtijhterests by
many. Most times, the level of competitivenessas persuaded by
individuals alone but groups. Also individuals agibups seek to
maximize their skills and potentials, collectiveiynd with joint
force, improving on them, as much possible in otdeachieve their
aims.

The realistic theory correspond with the Hobbesian
demonstration of man’s natural state of anarchyckhit believes
never seizes to exist wherever man is found. Therthadvocates a
steady and never ending competition within the hustiety in the
contest for supremacy. In line with the realistsibe we see the
tendency for acquisition of power and dominance dmg man
against the other. We see the natural tendenciesnfand his quest
to obtain strategies requisite to compel obedieridas fellow man
by any possible means. Here we see politics beingjar tool of
control. So, in securing an edge over others, ntiéineuthe veracity
and omnipotence of political power to rule the woof men around
them.

The Realist theory has no room for cooperate social
existence within the society. It believes that homanay , most
likely be made to conflict with themselves, by meaof their
conflict of identities and fraternities and quest fcquisition of
power.

The Nexus between Resource Control and True Federsin

There exist a significant relationship between
control and true federalism. These two concepts ualiyt
complement each other. A true federal state pregticesource
control, while resource control functions vibranitya true federal
state. Put together, resource control is an indicatf the practice
of true federalism (Odje, 2000).

Azaiki (2003) opined that one key trait of the Nige
union which was to persist for many years was tiethree regions
of the North, West and East retained control ofirtheatural

38



resources. This was one positive aspect to the tipeac of

federalism in Nigeria. Azaiki went further to sdat while resource
control is a basic economic theory grounded in fiw that land
(rent) labour (Wages), capital (interest) and gmeeeurship (profit)
are factors of production within the context ofdeation, it implies
that the component states within a federation havsight to

primarily control the natural resources within thborders and to
make an agreed contribution towards the maintenafic®mmon

services at the center. This was the case with ridigentil the

military struck in 1966. With the advent of the itaity in 1966,

federalism suffered in Nigeria. The independencthefregions was
compromised as a hierarchical command structurergad. A very
powerful central government came into being amhiy encourages
promotes and sustains subservience and dominationthe

component strata by the centre.

The failure of Nigeria state to uphold the prinepbf time
federalism is responsible for the persistent aallrésource control.
This is because true federalism guarantees resaamctol. True
federalism protects the fundamental rights of bibid individuals
and the federating states. It affords states timefiie of deploying
their resources for their own development.

Recommendations

Resource control should transcend the narrow cesfif
crude oil to include coals, hides and skin, timdstone, groundnut,
rubber, cotton, palm oil and solid minerals on lea@onsequently
any state that is endowed with any of these ressungill be
empowered to control and manage same upon paymeakes to
federal government. Above all, resource controll wifimulate
healthy competition among the component states ershtually
lead to even development of the country.

When barriers are broken, more resources will be
discovered and managed for the benefit of the Nigestate. The
fact is that resource controls will lead to divéesition and
revamping of solid minerals sector which has beegletted. To
this end, the belief is that the practice of reseucontrol will
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improve the pace of economic development of thelevhountry in
general and particularly make the respective statédentify their
comparative advantages which best serves the gountr

Conclusion

For an effective and efficient resources controktoerge
in the Nigerian polity, there is need for a demtcraesource
control measure, which should create attractionvioat we need in
resource control. A democratic agenda is one whsebkks to
engender democratic dividends by promoting cooperat
participation in governance and patriotism of thiézenry. A
democratic resource control should have a goodttaird identity of
the people. This means that government and polglosuld be
targeted at the welfare of the masses. The cishenld be properly
informed through political education, that violenceandalism,
massive killings, kidnapping, bombing is not thesto&vays of
resolving confliction any given society.

The citizenry should be made to understand through
political education to surrender their loyalty teetnation state and
also to defend the territorial integrity of theation. Finally, there is
need that resource control should shift emphasisrode oil to
other areas, such as hide and skin, tin, limestgmeeindnut, rubber,
cotton, palm oil and solid minerals on earth. Thizenry should be
politically educated to see themselves as peopla fone common
entity in spite of their different cultural religis backgrounds.
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Abstract

Economic Recession has sent tsunami, ripples andg whocks
across the different socio — economic and politiesfitutions in the
present Nigerian environment. Recession is chaiaetk by its
length, abnormal increases in unemployment, fathim availability
of credit, shrinking output and investment, numarbankruptcies,
reduced amounts of trade and commerce, as waighty volatile
relative currency value fluctuations mostly devéiluss, financial
crisis and bank failure. Tension is mounting ewdrgre as job cuts
are on the increase, while many corporate orgdaizatare shutting
down their operations and a few are declaring hagotky. This
paper tries to discuss the impact of economic séerson human
recession management. This paper reviews the cbotegonomic
recession, human resource management and suggeste s
measures through which the problem of human resourc
management can be curbed to the barest minimum. pEiper
recommends that the staff should be encouragedjextively give
their assessment of where the organization wasrewheis and
where they believe the organization should be ahdtwhould be
done to survive the recession.

Keyword: — Economic recession, human resource management,
unemployment, meltdown, Nigeria.

Introduction

The Nigeria economy faces the rippling effecttaf global
economic crises resulting to breakdown and dedlineconomics
vigor. The effects find expression in downsizing, ass
unemployment, and crashes in the money market. feus is need
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to understand the dynamics of the present globanaoic
meltdown with careful study and examination of igsues involved.

The Nigerian economy has continued to witness redew
and sustained recession, characterized by gallppinfiation,
unemployment and declining business. The genersinbss cycle
of recession’s effect human resource managemech fctors as
interest rates, inflation and economic growth hdgtermine the
availability of workers and figure into organizatal; plans and
objectives. Decision on wages, overtime and hirimglaying off
workers all things on economic conditions. The Kige situation
has been tagged feeble due to the negative eftbetsglobal
economic meltdown has had its fair share of theities and
companies are licking their sores with resultafeafon the masses.
While retrenchment and downsizing appear to beyaou there is
no sense in making it massive. This contributesh& growth of
jobless individuals will find themselves attacheldemw retrenched in
one.

Therefore, the thrust of this study investigatesimpact of
economics recession on human resource manageremtl &lso
proffer strategies how to curb the problems of homnmasource
management to the barest minimum level.

Conceptual Clarifications
Economic Recession

According to Farabiyi (2016), “economics recessisra
period of economic recession slowdown featuring lowtput
liquidity and unemployment”. On the other hand, ©mukwu
(2016), opined that “recession is characterized itsy length,
abnormal increases in unemployment, fall in theilakdity of
credit, stinking output and investment, numerousmkbaptcies,
reduced amounts of trade and commerce as wellgigyhvolatile
relative currency value fluctuations, mostly dewions, financial
crises and bank failures”. The World Bank and thterhational
Monetary Fund (IMF) in the 1980s offered the frearket doctrine
to many African countries through the Structural justiment
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Programme (SAP) introduced and enforced on theamtgo

Though the failure of the SAP in most African caiet is still

visible till today in form of increasing povertytsifree markets
doctrine persist in the form of flexible exchangstes, market
determined interest rates in the financial sectad apngoing
privatization of hitherto public owned enterpriségr over three
years now, the global economy has experienced tist traumatic
moments in many decades. Although in some quatieese seems
to be a glimmer of hope, the dimensions in whick trisis

manifested itself have made analysts to descrikesttuation as
perhaps the worst economic recession since thé degaession of
the 1930s. Indeed, for the first time, the worldoremmy has
witnessed stagnation or minimal growth since mdrant seven
decades. At the root of the recent financial cngs the “search for
yield” by financial institutions and investors. Thiecreasing
integration of financial markets and the apparelative stability of
advanced economies, led investors and financittutiens to begin
to search for profitable investment opportunitiesicls resulted in
over optimism, speculation and leverage.

Human Resource Management

Effective human resource management has become a
serious issue especially in views of the preseaball economics
crisis. Human Resource management refers to theageament of
people at work in organization. It is concernechwtite development
and effective utilization of human resources toieeh organizations
goals and obijectives. It is the management fundtivough which
managers recruit, select, train and develop orgéiniz members.
French (1998) affirms that human resource managemneders to
the philosophy, policies, procedures and practiegated to the
management of people within an organization. Ithat part of
management which is concerned with people at waortt their
relationships within an enterprise. It consiststlé design and
implementation of policies and all the practiceatthan assist in
promoting efficient utilization of human resourcésng before the
guestion of global economic meltdown, the manageémé&human
resources in Nigeria has witnessed stories of fiatheodulations.
Human resource management specialist determinauinmder and
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type of employees that a business will need. They then
responsible for recruiting new employees to repthose who leave
and for filling newly created positions. With tHes iof man — know
— man there is no gain saying the fact that thetjpe of authentic
human resource management has been more of aliabla reality.

Theoretical Framework

In this study our analysis will be anchored on
Modernization Theory, presented by Toye (1994). okding to
him, the main plank of the modernization theoryhat the present
state of the Less Developed Countries (LSCs) i®réginal state,
through which the developed countries passed throtigerefore
for them to develop means they must move away fibeir
traditional society and follow the path of modeynitSimply
translated, this means they should struggle tcateniind look like
the west. Development in this instance is equatedh w
westernization. As they move away from the traddiosociety,
they develop purely western features of a modeciegothese are;
social patterns of demography, urbanization ancerdiy,
investment, trade and government finance, and eumnpatterns of
production and consumption, psychological attriuteof
nationality/calculability, ascriptive identity andachievement
motivation.

For countries that are desirous of developing efoee,
efforts should be made to bring about the aboviufea. However,
it was observed that the present traditional stéitthese societies
meant the prevalence of certain features and @gtituvhich acted as
an obstacle to the process of development. Thestadbs were
identified by Szentes (1971) as (a) capital sheri@) prevalence of
crude technology (c) high birth rates and hencé Ipigoposition of
dependents per adult, (d) high rate of illiteraey ihsistence on
traditions and the attitude of the population ta¥gamecessary
changes (f) lack of modern industries and low cdigétion on land.

Based on the above obstacles, some solutions were

proffered, which was felt would automatically trforen the
traditional societies into modern ones. These molatwere: import
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substitution, industrialization, population  control capital
accumulation, human resource development amongsothe

Human resource managers create workers compemsatio
plans and benefit packages for employees, but wthenough
scrutiny is made it will only reveals that thisfésfetched for some
organization in Nigeria and the result has beenplagement of
mediocre instead of professionals or capable hamdegndle jobs.
Globenock (2006) holds that “businesses rely oeatiffe human
resource management to ensure that they hire aeg k®od
employees and that they are able to respond tdictsnbetween
workers and management”.

Yinusa (2004) opines that “there are so many facto
militating against effective human resource managgnin the
country, for instance, it could be blamed on higtibwe relate it to
the colonial experience, and if we probe into pqmlitical
leadership and ineffective manpower planning byanizations, the
answer will not be farfetched”. In truth, poor leaship is closely
related to the problem of human resources developmeNigeria.
There are indices that show that the problem carblamed on
economic recess and the global meltdown in worlohemy. The
ripples of financial crisis is experienced not orly financial
houses, but also by blue chip organizations arahedworld and
also on.

Causes of Economic Recession in Nigeria

In Nigeria, it is important to statet the following are the
major causes of economic recession:-

- Fallin crude oil price

- Infavourable exchange rate policy

- Removal of fuel subsidy

- Late passage and signing of appropriation bill

- Introduction and implementation of TSA

- Suspension of Amnesty Program and stoppage ofiRépel
Contracts.
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Fall in Crude Oil Price:

The recent economic recession withessed in Nigerder
the present administration is traceable to theifatirude oil prices
in the global market. For instance, crude oil pratemped from
over 100USD per barrel during past administrationldss than
60USD per barrel towards the end of immediate gdstinistration
and the fall in price of crude oil continued tilhet present
administration took oath of office on 29lay, 2015. A mono-
product dependent economy like Nigeria is easilijué@nced by this
fluctuation in the global market. Based on thig #hock emanating
from the fall in crude oil price leads to the in@hiof almost all the
states of the federation to pay workers salarieslewBome
experience delay in salary payment. In fact, bamsservicing
companies, manufacturing firms, construction congmand other
multinational firms have to lay off some staff atinis worsens the
unemployment situation in the country.

Unfavourable exchange rate policy

The replacement of fixed exchange rate with thatiig
rate increased the foreign exchange rates in thatgoand led to a
situation where dollars are sold at different pgiageboth the official
market and the parallel market. With this situat@mm ground and
considering the fact that Nigeria economy is imptependent, this
activity results in high commodity prices and d fadck effect on
the standard of living of Nigerian masses. (Fariaydl16).

Removal of fuel subsidy

Subsidy is a form of financial aid or support exted to an
economic sector (institutions, business firm ornvittlial) generally
with the aim of promoting economic and social palidPut
differently, it is a form of price manipulation wkeby the
government fixes the price for sale to consumerd pays the
retailer the difference between the actual markétepand the
regulated or official price per liter. The remowal fuel subsidy
ushered in the regime partial deregulation in thermstream sector
of the oil and gas industry in Nigeria. Through tpelicy was
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intended to remove the cabals in the petroleum simgubut its

effects on the economy were very severe. Thisd¢sitee in Nigeria
everything revolves around oil. That is why eadhetithe pump
price increase, like recent time where the pumepepiricreased from
N87 to N145 per litre, this caused serious inflagignpressure in
the economy

Late Passage and Signing of Appropriation Bill:

The present administration’s first two years inicdf they
witnessed a delay in passage and signing of thé appropriation
bill into law. According to Farabiyi (2016), “this delay suffocate
economic activities in Nigeria due to zero-basedddating
technique adopted by the managers of the econonighwias
rendered ministries, departments and agencies/gmestt
parastatals (MDA'S) inactive since there were npite& votes for
project implementation”. The lateness in passage thé
appropriation bill generated other attendant pnwbseich as budget
padding which hindered the full implementation.

Late Formation of Cabinet:

The delay in forming the cabinet by the present
administration also contributed to the economic esson
experience in Nigeria in 2016. This is evident fie ffirst eleven
months of the present administration, when it wasning like a
sole administration against the international bpsactices of
forming cabinet within the first three months irfioés (Farabiyi,
2016). The absence of the cabinet creates vacuutadision claim
which gave room for leakages in the economy.

Introduction and Implementation of TSA:

In an attempt to bring sanity, block loopholes, psto
corruption, mop up liquidity in circulation and tmnsolidate all
revenue accruing to federal government, presideiaB mandated
all MDA'S of the government to, henceforth, tramsdl funds with
commercial banks, together with revenue accruing federal
government to the central bank of Nigeria. The digtwal of huge
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deposits from commercial banks stifled credit dogatability of
commercial banks and general economic activitighéncountry.

This is because government deposits with commercial
banks form a very reliable source of deposit tokisan the country.
This policy of federal government had to stop sdva@ks from
funding projects halfway thereby stymied its fudinapletion. The
grave effect of the withdrawal of t6he federal goweent huge
deposit from banks led to the sacking of bank warke

The Impacts of the Recession on Human Resource Magament

Prior to the impact of the meltdown in Nigeria, themking
sector was swimming in a pond of false confidemcéhe financial
policies. There was a crash in the stock marketptites of oil sky-
rocketed and left many financial homes depresséh the fears of
an impending crunch. The crash affected the econdtmgduced
the ability of the economy to fight off the undenlg sicknesses of
unevenly distributes wealth, agricultural depressand banking
problems. With the crash, it was apparent thatNigerian economy
faces the crippling effects of global economic isrieesulting to
breakdown and decline in economic vigor. OpeyemdO&
observes that “there are cases of unemploymermngnetments,
downsizing and layoffs, which served as indicatibmsa troubled
economy”. According to her, “what is worse is thatividuals have
nowhere to turn to, except indulging in miscondaod societal
condemned activities such as militancy, armed rohbedvanced
fee fraud, ritual practices for fetish money amatiger things and
our leaders sit almost helpless”. In her wordsefithhas become a
wide spread of distrust in the competency of tharitial sectors as
the question of fund availability in banks pervadee minds of
right thinking Nigeria.

There is a season of job losses as the Nigeriaoeopris
playing host to the visit of the economic slowdowror instances,
the manufacturing sector in the country is alreadfected by
massive decline in capacity utilization resultingnfi high exchange
rate of the naira and congestion at the ports. €hsis has
compounded the challenges faced by the manufagtwéctor. In
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2008, Dunlop Nigeria Plc the tyre manufacturingyoslrviving

company, shut down its plants and laid off hundoédts workers

and put some others on half remuneration. In théleéesector,

about 5,000 workers were forced out of job in 2088. Recently,
the Nigerian auto assembly company, Peugeot Autdendligeria

(PAN), sacked 565 workers of its 753 workforce gidced the
remaining staff on half salary. Similarly, the cectionery maker,
Cadbury Nigeria Plc has fired 300 staff, while ne tbanking sector,
which seemed to be the worst hit, massive sacke baen carried
out and is still ongoing. The International LaboDrganization
(ILO) recently revealed that as many as 51 milliworkers were
fired in 2011 globally, while 30 million more jobare at risk
(www.askgeeves.com

Conclusion

Every organization has the right to protect iteiast and
thus create modalities is for time survival in ashaeconomic
condition Nigeria contemporary development has mestained by
extreme dependence on one single primary commoaithisy, it oil,
and it account for more than 95% of the export iegs Crude oil
also contributes more than two —thirds of governmmemenue and
12% of the GDP (UNDP), 2001). Extreme dependencehef
Nigerian economy on crude oil has rendered it mosterable to
the instability of market forces with grave implicens to foster
economic stability and become a full partner in ghkebal economy
of the 2% century, Nigeria must embark on export diverstfma
and take advantages of this huge stock of natugaburces.
Nigeria’s diversification approach should cover darction and
export, including agro-processing, manufacturingl aervices. It
should also extend to nontraditional agriculturabods and
eventually non-traditional industrial products (WbBank 2000).

Recommendation

Based on the findings of this work, the followirecommendations
were made:-
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There is need to create new job functions. Jobtiorea
should be primary; employment should be taken as
important and vital. Sahdev (2003) observes that
“companies are not expected to employ for the sdkbe
word, rather adequate assessments should be done.
Organizations should proactively employ good hatals
make their relations better and effective”.

There should be genuine reasons to layoff or daensi
preserve staff or employ more.

Human resource practitioners must dedicate time to
positive reasoning. This involves holding town hall
meetings with staff and management on ways to ¢aitid
challenges of the downturn. This gives room forceie
invectives and inputs, which may turn the orgamnirat
around for good.

Staff should be encouraged to objectively give rthei
assessment of where the organization was, whéseaitd
where they believe the organization should be ahdtw
should be done to survive the recession.

There is need for effective and efficient
leadership/governance which will ensure adequatéd an
proper administration of the entire society finafigi wise.
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Abstract

This paper uses the concept of feminism to exploeeexpressions
of conflicts of identity between culture and humaghts- on the
avalanche of stigmatization of women in Igbo cuwtuNigeria.

Under the concept of feminism, the stewardship atire here is
understood as integral to the renewal of cultuteerathan being
constructed as a program of human rights globakhvdor the

protection of women across the globe. To validhis paradigm of
“Social Re-constructionism” of feminism in Igbo turde, this

research provides the theoretical and epistemiméveork of gender
parity underlying in the Igbo ontology between maled female
gender. This is very essential because the comddpiman rights-
rightly or wrongly- is often seen as a western imp®o precipitate
this, it has to show that the African indigenousirses have to be
available to prove the authenticity of feminismAfrica. The paper
provides comments on some of the social, religimadional and
political nuances involved in modernity generalodernity with

its reorganization of institutions of state in &fi most especially in
Igbo culture, brought new sets of cultural andifnsbnal changes.
It usurped the power of the old Igbo indigenouguwrel and changed
the role of women. Hence, at the period of modgmibmen were
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highly discriminated upon the grounds of the catand biological
differences.

Introduction

This work draws from the general data on the conoépeminism
in Igbo culture, South East Nigeria. It examineg tbultural
inhibitions on the part of women, in the Igho stgiand explores
the genuineness of human rights in the intervestwithe cultural
orientations of feminism in Igbo culture. Among thmore
compelling reasons for embarking upon the studyeafinism in
Igbo, Nigeria is to underlie their socio-politicaind economic
importance in pre-colonial period. Studies haveegated a variety
of accounts of women’s economic and social rolesnational
development. Indeed, detailed studies of women’ktiged and
economic roles began to appear in the avalanchetheir
stigmatization at the colonial and post-coloniaigas. Prior to that,
although gender differences in political mattersraveaid to be
unnoticed, there were no real differences in theirder. The system
at that period was holistic, reciprocal and collaboe. The system
relates to the networks of civic engagement thstiefosturdy norms
of generalized reciprocity. It encouraged the emecg of social
trust among members of the community; and emboitiedspirit of
collaboration with others, which serve as a cultwaity and
political democratization of the people (Nmah, 20@&incipally, it
allowed women in the building of socio-politicalpital with men
on the basis of equality before the law.

Nonetheless, feminism is indicative when the soaaltural and
political make-up of the post-colonial administoatiis critically
assessed on the basis of differences in the emplolyrolls. Thus,
women were consented to leave their pre-coloraaitional roles to
compete with men in the labor force (McMichael,200Bamily
patterns were altered by change in the reprodudéebnology as
well as by alterations in divorce laws and mobilitylabor. These
developments took place against a backdrop of ase@ access to
education, longer life expectancies, better statglaf health and
child care; and increased general prosperity.Tihisjn the light of
this consideration that modernity has led to th@rganization of
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institutions and social conditions of state in A#i It brought a lot
of changes in the African socio-political systemhelle were
changes in marriage and family institutions; angirtignificances
were rehabilitated by employment outside the hoimg, rising
divorce rates and decreasing family size. At themesdime the
families became more dependent upon the earningegzoof both
spouses, and women became less dependent upon men.

In fact, such improvement was in part a reflectdrthe dynamism
of a general social progress made possible by thmeah rights
activists who utilized the exigencies of the ch&adn United
Nation, to empower women in Africa. If this had teten realized,
the African women would have been locked up in pladriarchal
infusion of colonialism in Africa, which replaceleir pre-colonial
model.

Theoretical Framework

The work is based on the cultural theory of sociahstruction

which envisages the differences in cultural hedtat supports the
convergence in the issue of gender parity. Thuesc#ntral concern
of this study is the political roles it aggravatadhe feminist gender
politics in Nigeria. Ryan (1999) corroborated thig saying that
“men hold almost all positions of political and eomic power, and
economies work in such a way that women are mdmylito be

rich” (p. 101). The assumed norms in the role fioms, have
recalibrated the Igbo traditional institutions irkis concept of male
domination and such continue male dominance isnsesuence of
male violence against women, and other social vtbes inhibit

them in Igbo culture. McMichael (2000) acceptedstidea by
saying that:

When we trace the development of feminism,
we find that it has circled back toward recovery
of this sense of the commons. The journey has
been practical and theoretical — moving from
bringing women into development to an
alternative conception of the relationship of
women to development. It began with the
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movement to integrate  women into
development to an alternative conception of the
relationship of women to development (p. 260).

Thus, it is in the light of this background thamfi@ist empiricism is

an idea of social constructions theory, to chakebgth the idea and
the possibility of a separate realm or identity dth®n women’s

experience. It is aimed to reduce the hiatus betlee two genders
and enhance productivity and economic growth ireNay

Conceptual Clarifications

Feminism: The Oxford Advance Learners Dictionary of Current
English in Wehmeier (1998)defines “feminism”, akéetbelief and
aim that women should have the same rights andrapptes as
men; the struggle to achieve this aim”(p. 430).Adony to
Chukwuma (1990) in Odinye (2010), “feminism is gection of
inferiority and striving for recognition. It seeks give women a
sense of self as a worthy, effectual and contnritguthuman
being”(p. 40). Feminism as a social theory and museat is a
reaction to such stereotypes of women, whereby wioane seen as
indeterminate  human beings, vulnerable, dependenilible,
voiceless, meant to bear children and to take cathe family; all
these deny them a positive identity and fulfillmerit what they
want to become in life. Kiura (1991) observes tmatwadays
women always try to reassert themselves.

Empiricism: Empiricism in the philosophy of science emphasize
evidence, especially as discovered in experimefts.is a
fundamental part of the scientific method that lafpotheses and
theories must be tested against observations ohateral world
rather than resting solely on ‘a priori’ reasonirgtuition, or
revelation. Empiricism, often used by natural stss, says that
"knowledge is based on experience" and that "kndgée is
tentative and probabilistic, subject to continueelvision and
falsification" (Wikipedia free encyclopedia, 2017@Pne of the
epistemological tenets is that sensory experieregtes knowledge.
Thus, it is not by reason that we know the existeotthe female
and male gender, but experience gives us the edéioof human
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understanding, it shows that the female gendercoampete with the
male gender in the society, and as such the Nigeviamen have
the potentials as men in political, social and ecoic matters.

Feminist Empiricism: Feminist Empiricism focuses on the real
issues of women in the real world including theeef§ of war,
globalization, cultural inhibitions, religious beis, slavery, and
prostitutions etc. In many countries in Africa iengral and Igbo
culture in particular women are faced with the tgstbarriers of
becoming self-fulfilled. This is experienced in sBcultural sphere
where women are quiet members of the communitytlagid homes.
They are financially dependent on their husbands a&nthe same
time bear children and care for their families. Wontraditionally
had been regarded as being inferior to men, phiicand
intellectually. In Igbo culture, the strengthenedengent of
indigenous male dominance or patriarchy has a grffatt to the
development of Nigeria. Gordon (2007) argues thatince
independence, Africa’s male leaders have continded add
lamination to the patriarchal structures which thelyerited from
their colonizers”(p. 294). Hence, this is an expm@s of
anthropological structure of male dominance in éfriand how it
became prominent in the continent. Feminist emigmds a form of
social constructionism or women’s empowerment fairt genuine
rights in the society. The emergence of feminismNigeria has
helped in the economic development of the countty.also
empowered women to the status of political procasd high
mobility of labor for national productivity. It imn avalanche of
rights of women in the society to live as human gndtect
themselves from the male dominated world. It fosusa the real
issues of women in trying to emancipate from thgnsatization in
the society and liberations from the world of men.

Cultural Rights: InEncyclopedia.com (2017),the term “cultural
rights” refers to a claimed entittement on the paft identity
groups—typically based on religion, ethnicity, laage, or
nationality—to be able to express and maintainrtheiditions or
practices. Such an entitlement usually implies séorma of political
or legal recognition.

58



Cultural rights are also rights that relate toaatl culture, an under
developed category or human rights that relates tparticular
culture. It is a right that relates to a group agmizance of respect
of one’s culture. It means the right to preservesocultural identity,
for example, the cultural preservation of the fesnalaginal
mutilation in Igbo culture, is the passage ritesferhale gender.
Furthermore, in pre-colonial period, the Igbo womeesre endowed
in feminism as part of their cultural rights, buitlwthe emergence
of the European patriarchy, the situation changetb ibeing
dependent on men.

Human Rights: Human rights are the inalienable rights to whadlh
human beings are entitled, irrespective of racdjonality or
membership to particular social group. They spetlify basic and
minimum conditions for human dignity and outlinee ttbasic
conditions for human existence (Francis, 2006).Afrecan Charter
on Human and Peoples Rights on their eighteenthfe@emce of
States and Government of Organization of AfricarityJ(OAU)on
June 1981, in Nairobi Kenya, proclaim equal rightboth sexes as
well as of nations, Article 1l states that:

Every individual shall be entitled to the enjoyment
of the rights and freedoms recognized and
guaranteed in title in the present Charter without
distinction of any kind such as race, ethnic
group/colour, sex, language, religion, political or
any other opinion, national and social origin,
fortune, birth or other status (Olakanmi, 2007, p.
28).

Presumably, there are critical issues in the caneEpuman rights
over the universalistic and cultural relativistanceptions of human
rights. Thus, under the feminist ideologies, thisr@bvious clash
between the cultural rights and the universaligiights. The
ideological and cultural specific conceptions ofrfan rights have
conflicted with the universalistic conception ofhits. The African
systems emphasize duties of community, while thesteva
approach to human rights stresses individualisrd;this affects the
positions in their relative approaches to feminismligbo culture,
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feminist interpretations are beclouded in the ganeswll-being of
the society instead of the individual personalriesés.

Normative and Institutional Changes in Igbo Culture A
Consideration for Feminism

The colonial structures with its reorganization inestitutions and
social conditions of states in Africa brought soat@nges in the
African ontology. The colonial division of labordsided women a
lot; brought drastic changes on the pre-colonialcstire and
devastated the African socio-economic and politgrawth. It also
affected the producing communities; their craftd amgriculture
based systems. With the colonial conquest, thecafrieconomic
production was mainly on production for export afsk crops.
McMichael (2000) expresses it thus: The shift oflesainto cash
cropping disrupted formerly complementary genddescof men
and women in traditional cultures. Women'’s traditib land-user
rights were often displaced by new systems of peiyaoperty (p.
13).

The colonial structure in fact, led to the remowélthe African
people from their communities and their dispersionthe urban
areas to resolve the labor shortages in the cdloné&ropolitan
cities. This had a great effect in the alreadytegsgender parity in
pre-colonial period.

More so, during the pre-colonial period, the ingtitnal structure in
the Igbo culture embodied a lot of concepts whicplans the
hiatus between the male and the female gendersumgebly, the
system has a lot of cultural inhibitions which wemet visibly

identified as discrimination or marginalizationwwbmen in the pre-
colonial era. Thus, modernity with its concomitanmpact has
helped in throwing more lights on feminism. Perhapsler it, some
normative questions arose as why do sexual diferém behavior
and sexual inequality exist? What really accounts these
differences among the two genders? Is it as atre$the cultural,
psychological and the biological differences?
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Alternatively, our point at this juncture is thdtete are numerous
variables that support the emergence of feminisihghio culture. In
Igbo culture, certain factors manifest themselvesmf which
implicit origins of the phenomenon of sex discriation can be
adduced. Subsequently, it corroborates the reasorhé intense
desire for the rise of feminism in colonial and poslonial periods.
These factors include: the ontological conceptiopstrilineal
heredity and communal living.

Perhaps, the above factors embody both the soaakavior,
psychological and cultural attitudes toward thesogafor intense
desire for feminism in colonial and post-coloniaéripds. It
envisages the true nature of marginalization arpbittedness of
women in the Igbo culture before colonialism. Isalreveals that
there is practice of patriarchy in Igbo culture.

The Paradigmatic Design of Patriarchy in the Igbo Wrld View

In the Igbo culture, patriarchal practices shape gerpetuate
gender inequality and strip women of any form afiady with men
due to the following:

The Ontological Conceptions

All social structures, legal society like the onefdve us, are
manifestations of that society’s ontology or thedncept of being.
This is the meaning of existence. Beings are inological
relationships with each other, that is, that thegract and influence
one another. They see themselves in similar relsliips with other
forces namely, ancestors, spirit, the dead, théndjvanimal,
vegetables and minerals and above all, the supbeing Chukwy).
In fact, they conceive the entire world as onedfl@ioherent unit in
which all these forces interact. There is a thie Ibetween any two
sections of reality.

Man as the Igbo conceives him is the center ofutigerse. Lower
down the ladder are innumerable spirits and foredéch are under
man’s control. Man is the visible realm of natutenvg). Man is in

the center of creation. They are the main actorthérdrama of
existence and life. Their actions evoke reactisomfgods and have
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deep implications for other lower beings like womemimals’
vegetables, minerals and gases. In the dramaegfifin is the actor
while pure spirits Chukwd (the Great God) and lower forces
including women are the agents. Reporting the sitneamong the
Igho’s, Nwala (1985) opined that, “if life’s dranis.a game, then
chessman is the chess player, the disembodiedsspirthe rank of
deities and ancestors are the referees while thma#s) birds and
other animate and inanimate beings are pawns"3@). 1

On a related note, the evidence shows that the woimetheir

ontological hierarchy have not been accorded timeesaghts with

men. Although, they are structurally in the saméolmgical level

with man, but then are still inferior to men; arldstdemands a
resurgence of feminism in Igbo culture, which wétaffirm them to

their rightful position in the society. A radicahange in patriarchy
will resuscitate to feminism which just commencedthe post-
colonial period.

Heredity

The patrilineal form of organization is a systemendby every form
of inheritance and control is on the male line,chhis the male head
of a family. The entire human race is consideredrakropocentric,
hence the concept of mankind, or human race iesepted by the
term “real man” Madubuik®. Reporting this situation among the
Greeks, the Sophist, Democritus asserts that, ‘isiée measure of
all things” (Sahakian, 1968, p. 26).

The patrilineal form of organization has some uonfable effects to
the position of women in the Igbo culture. One iitablem for this
is that women are treated as objects rather thasubgects with
rights and obligations. They have no property iithace rights and
no civil rights or the entrance into any importdamily lineage
meetings such asdJmunnd (kindred). In fact, the only important
rights accorded to them are things like protectioriues, behaviors
and goddess of divinities, Agbard). “The rights of women are
infringed in areas of property and land holdingpeeglly with
regard to married women. The property of a marneoman
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including her good self-belong to her husband” (Ktuma, 1994,
p. 156).

The authors of this paper contend that women agagsd in
cultural inhibitions, which put them into low selteem in the
society .Chukwuma (1994) reiterated further that:

Most African women are trained and oriented

from infancy to realize themselves and their true
worth outside themselves, thereby negating any
knowledge of self. This is so when we consider
the essence of women'’s fulfilment. A woman’s

greatest aspiration is finding a mate and
thereafter bearing children. Every other thing is
secondary. All these are sub- summated to
marriage and motherhood (p. x).

This very factor accounts for the reason women hateriority
syndrome. Thanks to the Nigeria national policywamen, that has
started to give support for the emancipation of fér@ale gender
discrimination. Now women are taking up challengd arojecting
their feminism properly to the standard of the ol policy goals.

Communalism

Igbo traditions allow dilemmas of collective actitm be resolved
peacefully in a rational order through a democrptiocess. It is a
human dialogic arrangement which ensure that athbees in the
community are in existential relationship. Thusthivi this realm of
societal culture, everything is in the order ofiedty or superiority
cum inferiority. There are fathers-mothers, sonsgtiders, uncles-
aunts, males-females, etc. Each has his or herpwoper place in
the society. Just as there are hierarchies of beimgorces, so is
there a natural suppression in the human hieraathworking in an
interconnected way to achieve social harmony. & fsrm of social
construction where every member unites in unisoritfe benefit of
the community. Generally speaking, it is in thisnmer that every
individual Igbo citizen upholds his virtue altrucstlly. An action is
good or bad, not in reference to selfish interegtly the love of
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others in the political community. The position wbmen in the
Igbo society is always lower than men in the a$faof the
community. A woman is always in subordination tman, wife to
husband, and sons and daughters to parents. Tdeitiure of this
was expressed by Ruch (1981) who sees the commeiatibnship
between man and woman in this way: It is a kindpoWer-grid
connected to a distant power station with no corapbindependent
of the others, in which the various beings neithley equal part or
equally in the overall forces available(p. 151).

Every person and forces are connected to each.dthéact, this
reveals the extent the Igbo women are lopsidetiersbciety, since
they are not in the same level with men. They amg Wnferior to
men in all respects and as such were not accordedsame
privileges in the colonial institutions. Corrobdngt this,
Chukwuma et al (1994) opined that: This includes female
differences, lack of brown brute force and theniges of incapacity
as their monthly cycle, pregnancy and lactation.eseh are
interpreted as nature’s way of inflicting inferiggrion the female (p.
150).

The physical difference interpreted as weaknessherpart of the
female has led to the exclusion of women in denisiaking
positions.

Patriarchy and Feminism: Theory and Practices in Idpo Culture

The greatest problem to feminism in Igbo cultureaty is the
strangle-hold of patriarchy. Generally, the mogkitg thing about
this issue of patriarchal practices is patrilingatheritance. It is
inheritance according to the line of fathers. luysay that every
inheritance is patrilineal then does it mean tharghing that is
owned by the father is inherited by the son? Thaeeecertain things,
which must be allocated to the daughter as well.éxample, in the
Igbo culture, the cocoa-yam farms are normally gite daughters,
also when animal is killed; there are certain pmgito women.

However, this notwithstanding, the succession tfienheritance
right is always for exclusive right of the male den and not the
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female gender. This shows that patrilineal naturdgbo culture,
indirectly excludes the females from their linaged from active
participation in the political affairs of the comnity. Women were
only involved in the socio-economic activities likede, farming,
and domestic activities. Hence, it is against tHesekdrops that we
should discuss the rise of feminism in the Igbogkimms and the
roles they played in the nation building in Nigeria

Prospects for Feminism in Igbo Culture, Nigeria

Feminism is understood as the fight for rights aetf-affirmation
by women. It is not an end in itself but a meansato end
(Chukwuma, 1994, p. 150). Feminism in actual semeunts to a
form of class struggle by women to change theusagion in their
respective society. It is an act of consciousnesk areaction for
change into something better and perhaps similamém in all
respects. On a related note, regarding this verty faminism in the
Igbo culture, resumed in respect with the varioosnmative and
institutional changes in Igbo culture during theipe of modernity
in Africa. It began with the revolutionary womennwve out from
their burden, and discriminations in the societyhwd, it was a
reaction to the traditional and cultural inhibit®im pre-colonial era;
and for the emancipation of the pervasive and haddbnial laws
which have adverse effects on the colonial subjeatel most
especially women. Presumably, women’s intensity féminist
ideology has been strongly influenced by their \é&th against
colonial rule. Nmah (2003) observes that:

Agents, traders and missionaries mostly from the
Western world, consciously or unconsciously,
introduced their own definitions of the roles of
women. These to some extent have contributed to
women loss of status. For instance, the Igbo
women war of 1929 was a turn of reaction to
colonial administrators who throughout Africa
sought “spokesmen and headmen” but never
“spokes women” and “headwomen” (p. 153).
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Hence, the impact created by the ‘Aba women riot1929 led to
dismantle of colonialism in Nigeria. The ‘Aba womaeaiot’
illegitimated the colonial system of taxation; gdperly engenders
women into the right epistemic framework to reaot Bther
injustices against the female gender.

In actual fact, at colonial and post-colonial pdep modernity
interfaces with the principles of social activismdaindividual

consciousness for the justifications of human sgativocates for
the self-realization and preservation of life aleothe world. This
attitude brought a lot of changes in the institasioand social
conditions of the individuals in their respectiates. Thus, in this
regards, there was an integration of cultural &boetransformation
of the development model into the universalistimazption of
feminism. It involved a redefinition of feminismoim cultural rights
to human rights. The redefinition symbolizes a nmeat from the
negative atavistic cultural practices to univetsahan rights.

Interestingly, this cynosure of proposition has soelements of
conflict. It explores the conflict of identity betdwn the cultural

rights and human rights — on the nature of stigmatibn of women

in Igbo culture. Relating this proposition to theriinist struggle in

the Igbo culture, there is an indication of sociahflict on the right

ethical process to the concept of feminism. Geiglabout socially

and culturally defined sex roles, attitudes anduesal which

communities and societies ascribe as appropriateofie sex in

his/her cultural community. Thus, in the Igbo cudtuthe issue of
the ritual female genital mutilation formerly knowars female

circumcision retains prominence in the Igbo culturapite of their

feminist struggle to remove it. It is often seen‘asulture’ and

nothing else. It is a rite of passage from youndetnales. Global
opposition to the ritual in the name of human rightlefended as a
valued culture and ritual. It is generally accepiedthe Igbo

kingdom as a form of cultural rights. The justiticas for the ritual

include a custom originating in religious practice.

On the other hand, the human rights activists viemale genital
mutilation as a violation of the rights of womerhely claimed that
its pain and harm to women’s sexual pleasure, physand
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psychological health is cruel and unnecessary. @gtudifferent
Non Governmental organization (NGQO’s) and powerugso have
tried to change women'’s attitudes towards thesetipes, but were
met with stifle opposition as cultural imperialism.

The incentive for ending this has been creditetthéofeminist group
who bridged the hiatus with such a mere symboltoals. To

validate cultures and their practitioners, altexgateremonies have
evolved with the use of symbols in the correctioh these

anomalies. This was as a result of the numerousthhéazards
associated with such practices. It could exposentibe Human

Immune Deficiency Virus (HIV) and Acquired Immunesfiziency

Syndrome (AIDS), and can compromise childbirthdarelife. The

insensitivity of the African feminists to focus dhe individual

rights of the females has some negative effectsthrem. The

problem with feminists in Africa is that they wefaced with the
different task of finding an activism that turnsthxisting gender
hierarchy into something that is at the same titherdting for

women to offer a valid political alternative.

Moreover, in this contest of African feminism, thas a problem of
validation of the cultural norms over its inter@tidn to the concept
of human rights. The hermeneutics understandinghisf is real
problem for the feminist struggle in Nigeria. Thare critical issues
of universalistic concept of human rights over tlealtural
relativistic concept of human rights, which needb® properly
evaluated to give face to the right interpretati@fisfeminism in
Africa. The African feminist agenda emphasize th#ied of the
community, whereas the western approach to femirsess their
rights from the individual aspect. Thus, for theomtan rights on
feminism stresses on the amelioration of individhmal In Igbo
culture, feminists’ struggles are beclouded in ttiemocratic
dispensation of civil responsibility to the dut@fsthe community. It
embodies the spirit of collaboration, collectivagd reciprocity with
others. In other words, it engenders women intddmg of social
capital with men on the principles of equity aneceThus, it is in
this consideration, that the feminist struggle inida is a renewal of
consciousness and a restructure of institutiordéofor the benefits
of all in the society
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Conclusion

The discussion of this paper basically focusedhenimportance of
feminist empiricism from the colonial to the postanial periods. It
emphasized on the real issues of women, in tryogngnhiancipate in
the avalanche of the stigmatization in Nigeria. §hii is on this
consideration that the African women have been &dated to take
their lives back on the concerns of legal and fwalit rights,

violence, reproductive rights and abortion, sexudberty,

employment and discrimination, political particijpat and

representation. Formally, in pre-colonial periottere were no
issues of sex and sexism as a form of discriminaiioAfrica. It

was the western gender ideology at the colonialioderthat
promoted the male dominance in Africa, and sinentthe African
women’s movement has been strongly influenced draped by
activism against colonial rule and racist ideolsgieAfrican

women’s activism cannot be seen separately frontatfger context
of repression and exploitation of both men and wanidaus, it is in
this light that it has given rise to feminism aretidsm primarily

aimed at changing their social and humanitariarditimms.

However, as part of this debate, in being part af the real sense
of the word, the authors are of the view that #mdle gender was
highly marginalized not only in colonial and postanial periods,

but also at the pre-colonial period. In fact, oéar significance is
the height of marginalization of women in the podenial period.

The obvious question therefore is: what is realtg Epistemic
framework, empirically understood as feminism irriédn culture?
As the Igbo culture is part of the African essensbat is their

orientation to the concept of feminism at post-oa@bd period?

Should it be cultured towards the classical versibrihe western
model or could it be reverted back to the pre-calonime?

Amadiume, is a feminist scholar who has joinedhis tebate. She
is of the view that the theoretical misadventurésthe western
scientific investigation, with the use of theoriesacademics do not
allow them to see reality in another form. Accogdio Amadiume
(1997):
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It has become increasingly clear that there is a
major point of difference between Eurocentric
scholarship and an Afrocentric scholarship
perspective... It is these key differences in the
understanding of matriarchy that | am attempting to
highlight... and | shall, hopefully establish the
possibilities for creative theoretical formulatiof
gender and empowerment in African social
histories (p. 71).

With specific reference to the African situationgch®lonu (1988)
argues that this represents:

An obvious distortion of relationships between
men and women in traditional Africa where
gender inequality did not exist. Women'’s roles
were complementary to those of
men...colonialism and the development of the
capitalist system of production demobilized
women and placed them further below their male
counterparts (p.14).

There is no doubt that women are part of natioreatetbpment
because; there can be no development in a natienewhalf of the
population is subjugated and disaffected. This wisrkmportant,

because it explored the ethical and political disi@ms of feminism
in the Igbo culture, Nigeria. It covered a widegarof areas in the
social change dynamics of the structure of pre+galpcolonial and

post-colonial period in Nigeria.

Recommendations
The paper makes the following recommendations.

e Many women in Africa in general and Igbo
culturespecifically have actually provided the Igbo
productivity and dignity of womanhood in national
development,yet efforts on women empowerment should
continue.
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* Feminist Non-Governmental organizations (NGO's)udtio
be better organized and coordinated to be ablecdtoilire
women for more positive actions in all spheres adia,
political, and economic development.

* Women should organize themselves from community,
village, local government, and state levels inrtisgiuggle
against critical issues such as leadership disoatian of
females, harsh widowhood practices, wife beatiragper
sexual abuse, prostitution, women trafficking, tgghof
inheritance; and same sex marriage.

* Infact, one prevalent disturbing issue in somespair Igho
culture is the high cost of traditional marriagegeneral
and high ‘bride price’ in particular. Women shoaldo rise
up to the challenge by creating awareness andngetti
stakeholders find ways of making costs affordabde t
enable those who are ripe for marriage to achiesie &im.

e Finally, government at all levels should be morspdsed
in assisting feminists on their quest, especialtyr f
empowerment of women for political posts and leskigr
positions in the country.
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Abstract

The crawling nature of music as a discipline in éfig is not an
over statement. It is a global fact that needsceddittention by the
stakeholders. There is need for a radical charmga informative to
the transformative scholarship. Drastic steps nedik taken by the
policy makers if we are to move forward and theyowmlay is

positive transformation. Music is a flexible artwhich technology
can contribute both positively and negatively te trevelopment of
a nation. The computer technology for instance aesr on the
bases of garbage in garbage out. For music tecgynatocontribute
positively to national development of Nigeria thansformation of
the musician’s mind who is the manipulators of teehnology is
imperative. Information and communication technglog/olves the
utilization of GSM, computer, internet and theikels to gather
information on a meaningful manner in one formh® other. In the
past, the expertise of integrating modern technologo every

aspect of music was a problem to every educatoXigeria. In

recent times some have acquired computer literdogreby

improving their technological skill, while one iver whelmed by
the challenges of notation, software, internet digital media, the
need to incorporate technology unto music is muathrfow than

before. Against this backdrop, this paper aimsxatréning the use
of computer technology in the enhancement of madigcation in

the teaching and learning process as well as iricnagsnposition,

music production, preservation and performancalsih highlighted
the various impacts of computer technology in mesiacation. The
paper concluded with suggestions on improving theity of music

education through the inculcation of computer tetbgy.
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Introduction

This paper needs to explain some key words thah thie
topic of this study. Such words are incorporatempguoter,
technology and music education. Incorporate isadionfinto the
body, to combine into one mass or embodied, to takput into
ratio.

Computer is a machine which primary purpose is to
compute data and store information. Nwajiobi (2@D5views
computer as “... an electronic machine that is capablaccepting
in a specified format and following a sequencenstruction given
to it and processes the data to produce desirquubutHe further
explains that

Computer receives a data through the input devices
such as the keyboard and after processes or
manipulates the data achieved according to
prescribed instruction or programs already stored
in. It produces result called information or output
devices which is communicated to the user through
output device like monitor or printer

Technology: A definition of technology is necessary here tosdssi
us in our focus. It may be defined as the discowarg usage of
tangible and intangible tools, materials and teghes to control
environment and to carry out necessary tasks amdpmve various
human conditions and standard of living and makagth easily
done as challenges of development increases. And#imition of
technology is the exploitation of the scientificudy for the
betterment of human race.

According to Liddell and Robert (2013), technologfers to The
making, modification, usage and knowledg®f tools,
machines, technology techniques, crafts systemsnaethods of
organization in order to solve a problem, improvera-existing
solution to a problem, achieve a goal handle anliegppnput
relation or perform a scientific function.
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Olaniyan (2006) says that a computer is an eleiutror
electro-mechanical device that accepts, storegpameesses data to
produce useful information under the control ofpstey step
instruction called programme.

Music Education:

Music in its simplest form is the organization and
combination of sounds that is pleasing to the éacording to
Liddle and Robert (2013), music is not just a cambibn of sounds
but a mysterious force which throughout ages exar{zowerful
influence on man.

Education:

Education in its general sense is a form of leanim
which knowledge, Skills and habit of a group of pleo are
transferred from one generation to the next throtegching and
learning. The first word educate means "to lead wiile educate
means to form or train or mould" (Ighoabuchi anajéhe) (2010:
3).

Federal republic of Nigeria (2004: 4) sees edoocadis “...
an instrument par excellence for effecting natiodetelopment.”
Dewey, 2013 says "Education as a process of tegctining and
learning especially in Schools or Colleges to imeré&nowledge,
develop it, is worthy to know that music educatimvolves a
deliberate effort to educate people in music agegialization. It is
a field of study associated with the teaching aairiing of music.

From all these definitions that are related to tthgic, we
now see that there is need to incorporate comgetdmology into
music Education. That is the incorporation of catep and its
associated hardware and software to assist study.

The effect use of computers in music technologytiral
classes, recordings, performances, compositionsjcniype-setting
and online exchange of musical materials and idedsare possible
even in Nigeria but the question is "have our musiticators
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considered it necessary and are ready to utilizsethfacilities
properly?. To some Nigerian music educators, thisnputer
technology is strange to them as pianos, organso#trat musical
instruments.

There is need to properly apply and utilize coraput
technology in Nigeria music education as it wil@be beneficial to
Nigerian music students and teachers at variousldeVt is very
necessary that the students and teachers be physicelved in
teaching before learning can take place. It ismmon knowledge
that the mode of presentation is the power of wtdading"
considering the importance of music education ie thation’s
development. There is need for a professionallynéih music
teacher to disseminate theoretical skills meanedqaip learner's
worthwhile music knowledge with computer technoldgysustain
student's interest in the materials presented dueaching.

The use of machines, computer programme instruetto
has made it possible 'for learners to learn wittbathuman music
teacher. Music education should not lag behind nwakise of
related information technology in enhancing thech#ag and
learning of music.

Music Educator and the Computer

Rudolph (1996) in Olasumbo Loko (2013) says thatd
exist two types of technology devices for musicsdd&e and
interactive devices are those technology devices$ pinovide the
user with some useful perceptive with materialsnéormation but
do not allow or permit interaction with device e.d.istening to
music in such situations is passive exercise bectngslistener only
perceives the sound of the music as it is beingyesl by the
cassette player but does not have further intenastith the player.
On the other hand, interactive devices are thoseicés that allow
interaction between the user and the device itegdf using a
computer. For the purpose of this study; discussiilirbe based on
interactive music technological devices, with speceference to
computer.
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The importance of computer technologynegal can
easily be witnessed and understood by mami iareas of life
endeavour in .Nigeria today. On the side of musiacation, it is
important to find the place of computer technologyin  music
education from these three perspectiveAccording to
Olasumbo (2013), they are:

1. Teaching and study of music
2. Composition, production and preservation of music
3. Performance of music

The Teaching and Study of Music ,

Chamberlain, Clark and Svengalis (1993) state ihat
music is to stay as a viable part of the schooficulum and meet
the needs of the students, it must combine techyolwith,
traditional skills as other subjects are doing vgtod intention not
to discourage or eliminate traditional method oécteng and
studying music. Proper incorporation of computeht®logy in the'
teaching and learning of music will go a long wayenhance the
entire system of music education for greater andenpwoductive
teaching and learning experiences.

Byrne and MacDohald (2002) emphasized htve
new technologies have been particularly influentialithin
educational environment and in the music classré@mmexample,
the uses of keyboards, computers and recordinqitdadpies. This
enhancement will be evident in the teachers’ sefiggofessional
development and personal growth as computer tecgpgirovides
the music teachers with tools for the developmehnsldalls and
knowledge. Such tools include various software hadiware that
satisfy diverse needm almost every aspect of music education a
million times faster than as it used to be as madiacations in the
21% century. We need to prepare students better torbecself-
directed learners and to create situations thdtmake them apply
higher levels of thinking and learning to music.agking students
using technology as a tool facilitates problem sgwvand develops
social and collaborative skills that are necessatiie 2" century.
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In these enhancements, students are not left hebith the
computer. A student can easily compose and doculmenor her
own original work, record them with ease and modeays of
making music faster than they have ever done befitelents also
have enhanced level of comprehension of musicatemnas a
result of the computer ability to interact with thger and a picturing
example and analysis of concept under study.

Composition, Production and Preservation of Music

In these areas of music making the usefulness and
importance of computer technology is clear and wheiming.
Computer technology is very essential to the compdsom the
time she conceives her ideas till when he roundheffcreative job.
The computer makes the' composer easier by enddingp listing
to her work as she notates them by using the caanpstopposed to
the initial reliance on practice or rehearsal as émly means of
having a feedback on her work. It enables the c@@pachieves
easy, faster, and cleaner scoring and arrangingsadirectly into
the system and record immediately without lookingr fany
instrumentalist during music production at the rdowy studies this
is very necessary especially when the composeroisanmulti-
instrument, it also provides the studio engineethwivays of
correcting mistakes without tempering with the entivork that is
being recorded.

In the area of music preservation the computemwedland
ensures easy, faster, and neater scoring and ttipgsef music and
even better finishing' touches for the publishetaaple of such is
the women in colleges of education anthem printestaff notation
with computer.

Performance of Music

The computer stands as an important device in the
contemporary Nigerian performance scene. Computakem it
possible for few individuals to play roles that udhave acquired a
large number of performers or even an orchestraerumsbrmal
circumstances. This may be done with the use ofiesszer as a
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device that records and plays back. Performing rinftion
sequences make it possible to save or store peafareninformation
usually on a computer disk.

The storage capability will allow one to retriethee data
and play back any song at a later time without igd re-record,
edit, store and play back digital data that represe musical
performance.

The computer also helps to improve and contraiurexof
sound and the accuracy of pitches in our performsan&risten
(2002) recognized the potential that exist when amplies
computer technology to music instruction in theaawé performance
as developing more capable performers and alsoowirgg students
skills in listening to, analyzing, describing, amsdaluating music
and music performance.

The question now is whether Nigerian music edusadioe
utilizing these possibilities or not? It is verysdouraging that many
Nigerian music educators are yet to be computeralie. There has
not been significant evidence of adequate use amykep utilization'
of our computers for musical purposes. Researdiars shown that
apart from word processing and other common compute
programmes used by every computer literate persaoly, a few
Nigerian music educators have made effort to delte the use of
computer music programmes and applications. HoweéRaymond
and Charles (2002) gave some reasons for resistant® use of
computer technology in the classroom. "Fear of omkm lack of
proficiency in using the technology, none perceiahefits and
insufficient understanding of its potentials".

Negative Impact of Computer Technology

Whatever that have advantages often have lateral
disadvantages. Computer technology is not left afuthis. The
following are some of the side effects of eithex #xtreme use and
application of computer technology or its impropgplication.

1) It is very possible for computer to replace various
individual roles and inputs in a performing groinereby,
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rendering those concerns useless in such groups. Th
creates unemployment for musicians who make liavsh
and performance, their means of livelihood.

2) Teachers and learners of life musicahstruments
are being discouraged to put on more time effuait,
since what they spend much time 'and energy toiecqu
through practice and rehearsal can be achievechg usi
computers in few minutes.

3) Finally, most composers now depend wholbpn
the computer for a good composition sinoe t
computer has made it possible, for a composer tcage
instant play back of what he writes and changesa ae
feels that do not agree or rhyme with what he hasind
at the moment of writing.

Recommendations

Having discussed the place of computer technologhe
enhancement of music education in Nigeria andatgmtive impacts,
the following suggestions are made to improve ttendard of
music education in Nigeria. Njoku (2006) explainddat in
developed countries, the classroom is simply adeitre, virtually
every teacher has a computer and one or two studawh a
computer, right there in the classroom. The ersjléabus runs life
on the internet. In line with this, standard, thégeédian music
education should be reviewed in order to make giomifor the use
of computer technology in music education as teldgyocontinues
to grow and evolve. It is 'incumbent on music edoisato ensure
that their knowledge and teaching skills are curreith music
teaching in the 21 century, computer technology is making'
demands on the educator while creating new and tiegci
opportunities for teaching and learning. Music edars are
implored to equip themselves with the tools andisskb be able to
make the most of these opportunities.

The music institutions in Nigeria needo be
properly equipped in the area of comptgehnology and
increase the number of good and competent musicagohs. Every
music educator should strive hard to become comfiiteeate to be
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relevant to the profession in its present techrioldgstandard. With
various possibilities brought about by computerhtexdogy, one
explores the need to make positive move and etgayse.

Conclusion

The impact of modem technology has been partigular
influential within educational environment and imet music
classroom. For example, the range of possible afd®yboards,
computers and recording technologies is extendivéhas been
observed that proper incorporation and utilizatioh computer
technology at all levels of Nigerian music educatiwill surely
enhance the teaching and learning of music in Nigén view of
this, Nigerian music educators should work hardlitb music
education to the level of those developed counttieough
computer technology.

Finally, computer technology should not be seen as
solution to all our problems in Nigerian music edhimn but should
be seen as an enhancement. Nwamara (2006) opaes therely
contributes to competence through instructiongjystand practice.
Therefore, computer technology should be seen adfactive way
of supplementing what has been in existence.

References

Alvan-lkoku, (2006)The Nigerian Musicologist Social Commitment
and Computer Technology Paper Presented at the
6" annual Conference of the Musicological
Society of Nigeria.

MSN at NnamdiAzikiwe University, Awka, Anambra
State.Chamberlin et al (1993) Success with
keyboard in middle schodlusic educators
Journal.

Dewey, J. (2013).Democracy and Education.The free press,
retrieved AprilS, 2013, from
http://www,wikipedia.

80



Igboabuchi, B.O and Ofojebe, W.N (201®hilosophy and Theories
of Education. Onitshd,ince! publishers.

Kristen, A. Albert (2002): Using Educational Teclogy to
enhance Music Learning.Journal of the
international society for music educatiamp. 57-
67.

Liddell H.G and Robert S (2013). Greek English lexicon at
Perseus. Retrieved March 22, (2013) from
http://www.en. Wikipedia.org/wiki/music. Muro.
D. (1993) the art of sequencing fl, Miami, Belwin,

Njoku, Steve (2006)Teachers, ICT and the Challenge oj the zr
century, 2sfAOCOEMDistinguished lecture series.
AdeniranOgunsanya College of Education,
ato/ijanikan, Lagos State.

Nwajiobi, E,N (2005) Basic Computer Knowledge, Ghé.
NextGen computer Press.

Olanitan, A.0.(2006). Computer Appreciation and usd
Application Packages.

OlasumboLoko (2013)Journal of Nigeria, music education in
Nigeria (COMEN).

Raymond, A.R and Charles.Byne (2002) Teaching &iies in the
classroom; Impact of Information and
Cornmunication: Technologies. Journaf the
International society music Educatidio 1.
Pp.44-53

Rueliuph, T.E (1996) Teaching Music with TechnoloGhicago,

GIA. The National policy on Education FRRN,
2004.

81



The Problems of Dance Education in Tertiary Institition In
Nigeria

by

DR. A. OACHU,
Nwafor Orizu College of Education Nsugbe

Abstract

In Nigeria society as in other African societieande is an integral
part of the culture of her various language groupsAfrican, it

forms part of her indigenous religion which is dwerized by
magic and rituals used in communicating with th@esunatural,
disseminating massages from the gods or goddessisspmirit

societies therefore, having dance to reflect tioalture belief and
practice. This is dramatized in their dance movamemd steps.
Every society therefore has religion and ritual adaras well as
social dance. In the social dance, it is expediatiévery member of
that society should practice as it is a medium dommunal

entertainment as well as solidarity display. Tha af this paper is
to look into dance as a very important aspect af culture by

explaining what dance is, dance education, typesdanfce,

classification of dance, problem facing the teaghiof dance and
leaning of dance education in tertiary institutiard why there is
need to include dance in music education, to ifiettiese problems
and to give recommendation on the situation.

Introduction

Attempts have been made by many historians atvating
the origin of dance. The origin of dance is spetttgdamore so when
it is not really known when man began to dancewben dance
started or began to be the culture or part of celaf the human
race. Dance has been described as a non verbal wtoation
between ethnologists. As a non verbal communinabietween
humans, it is said to be as old as man. Dance sttement
of the life of the people explains its role as teacto life as social,
cohesion of the life of society it reflects and egses the belief
system, as it is fully done in the performanceitefsrof message and
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dance of different peoples of the world to the war general and
to Nigeria in particular.

In Africa, music is inseparable from dance but imusn
go on without dance. Dance in African societiesofsthe most
important elements of social entertainment. In firesent day
Nigeria, dance is regarded as the most trivialhef performing art
and dance typifies specific purposes in the soci€his could be
during festivals, burial ceremonies, and marriageremonies,
farming season, birth ceremonies and other occasidme writer is
keen in studying the problems of Dance Educationtariary
institution in Nigeria because of its important ¢or music and
dance education.

Dance Education

This is simply the teaching and learning of daimceertiary
institutions in Nigeria. It is pertinent to noteattdance, as an art in
the present Nigerian society, has been unablectdetasome of the
social problems through its medium like music amdnth. The
dance expresses human thought and value. The fadamce
permeates all important events in the society bepdtitical,
religious, social or economical. It features in mg@sominent
occasions, communicating, and various contexts exfopmance.
The tone of the society affects the state, forntstgpes of dance.

Nigeria has been under great influence of powddrdign
culture on dance in Nigeria Amaechi (2006) obserteat the
colonial masters titled the ground of change weligion, planted
for man education and are watering it through thecteéc and
media. Through religion, people were convinced totg school.
The elites were molded at the school. The Eurogaanour dance
as primitive expression of child like joy or feitty rites, based on
the premise that most of the dance was eitherioekigor cultic.
This resulted to the disregard for the traditicstehces and music by
school pupils. The writer is still bent on the pehs of teaching
dance in tertiary institutions in Nigeria. This cha found by the
poor performance of students, to find out the cause to address
how to effect desirable improvement on the prevasénation. We
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have seen that dance is the hall mark of enter@mnm modern
African culture.

In another development the term dance educatierbaan
described by various schools Okwesa quotes Hap287§1as
explaining it with five basic senses thus:

Assimilate new members into a society by educatiiegn
in knowledge, attitude, emotions and goal appropria
that society.

To educate children in traditional behaviour arehdards
of conduct and warn them of the consequences oatiey
from the accepted forms.

To educate adolescent during periods of initiatida adult
fertility and child bearing, teaching proper conddaring
courtship or prepare for parental role.

As a method of keeping young men physically fit of
teaching them the control and discipline necessary
occupational and warfare and inculcating patriotic
attitudes.

To teach historical and mythological traditions hwit
reference to the first basic sense:

"Dance is an important medium of education in tiadal societies,
of black African- one of the ways by which cultisedisseminated
within a generation and transmitted from generatmmgeneration.
In other words, dance steps help African societ@gerpetuate
themselves'. According to Doubler (1962), Dancedncation does
not exist just for pleasure of dancing but throwgative effort in
giving aesthetic forms to significant experienciésis hoped that
student will develop their creative powers in tutm improve

themselves as persons. Creative ability has muphcagion to life,

and can contribute much to improve the qualityivohy.

From the foregoing, it can be seen that dance verg
important dimension of dance education that selwdsing together
such aspects as, African performance and theokratiody. It then
implies that the student can be offered a comphiendance
education as earlier described through dancingiegudn other
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words, dancing, on the other hand is an esserdidlgs education
through which dance is not only taught and leavat, also applied
or performed as a functional and purposeful camneghe society.
These are the forms of dances that Colen - St@@€1) referred to
as folk dance or dances "of the people" which pretlze colonial
and independent periods.

Classification of Dance

Gorer (1983) one of the early British explorersoal
attempted a classification of some African dancesehcountered
during his trips to the continent in the colonied.eHe came up with
five basic forms which include stylization/humarcrifice dance
form, fertility dance form, hunting dance form, éot dance form
and virtuosity dance form. The dance covers thierdint aspects of
African lifelike rituals, occupations masqueradehich he says,
were mainly in the form of acrobatic movements. IANO.6
(2012) pg 100.

Felix Begho (1978) who also was a research fellow,
dancer, scholar and choreographer with the inetitit African
studies, focused on Nigeria dances. In his artare dances in
contemporary Nigerian theatre he took a criticaklat how dance
deployed in the evolution of Nigerian theatre.

Types of Dance

From the classifications identified above, patacly that
of Edith Enem and Felix Begho what comes acroghdsfact that
Nigerian dance types or forms were classified based

Movement style

Sex of participants

Age group of participants
Purpose that the dance serves
Context of performance

Social class Hierarchy and
Period/time of performance

Thus: we find in the categorization as follows:
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Ceremonial, social Entertainment Ritual, war,
occupational-purpose of the dance.

Age-Grade initiation, elders dance, Age of partdipn
Maidens dance, male adolescent, sex of dancers
Acrobatic Dance creative puppet, popular, folk nmogat
style of dance

Royalty, Chieftaincy-class of Hierarchy of partiaigs
Theatre-content of performance

Contemporary theater period of performance

Problems of Teaching Dance Music Education in the iyerian
Tertiary Institutions

From the findings of some available studies, daasea
medium of education in our system still faces ahilufask.

Most serious problem is:

The general problem of our policy makers in edoceti
matters who continue to discriminate against the ar

Dance is not taught as a full-fledged course in the
institution or scheme of work for dance studiestlie
institutions.

There is no standard curriculum or scheme of wark f
dance studies in the institutions.

There are no standard text books on dance which are
recommended for use in the institutions.

Government support financially is not encouraging

Why Dance Education should be incorporated in the chool
System especially at the tertiary Level: the role

The encyclopedia of Education research lists thieviing as the
criteria for the inclusion of dance education

Dance is concerned with bodily movement as a pgmar
focus and means of personal expression. In gergaate
promotes the overall goals of physical educatios. &
vigorous form of activity, it promotes organic hisahnd
the learning of neuro musical skill. It contributas the
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balance grace; co-ordination and rhythmic developgmé
provide a direct opportunity through the explomatiof
chore graphic problems, the student is encouraged t
produce imaginative and inventive solution. The \basl
the instrument with which the dancer works and ajs
movement constitutions them. The performer learns
specific concept or skill such as musical theorytloe
manipulative skills required to play free and vital
opportunity for self expression.

In addition to its values, dance helps participdrgsome
more perceptive and responsive to an esthetic exmer both in
terms of reacting to the working of others and feinvolved
directly in performance. Dance education genetadljeves that this
field should not be restricted to a few highly @dtindividuals but
all who may take it with satisfaction.

For the academic involvement which stresses cothgeti
individual performance, dance is highly social eigece. It
involves sustained and intensive involvement witheos in the
process of choreographic development pribolic group
rehearsals and performance. It also demandsoagssense of
discipline and self control. A good example of aimiy where it
has been incorporated in the educational Instituti® Nigeria
Colleges and Universities. In Nwafor Orizu CollegleEducation,
dance education” is well performed with good qietditeachers.

The role of dance is greatly enhanced as a reduits
adaptability to many roles. Peggy (2008) opined tlemnce usually
fulfills several functions simultaneously with maivert functions
which may need explicit expressions or reflectiofghe structure
are the society and way of life. The multipliciti/fanctions is often
reflected in the variety of occasions on the dadmeimg performed.
Peggy outlined the principal over functions of date include.

Expression of a pattern of social organization
Expression of political hierarchy organization
Economic of history or mythology

Education

87



Recreational
Entertainment

The above typologies indicate that Nigerian comities
placed vital emphasis on the employment of the el@antin other to
fulfill the enjoyment of communal patronage. Ha28€02) noted
that several dances convey culture through theciigpaf dance to
project value. It carries along the value systerthénsense that what
makes that dance important is neither the form @fement nor the
music but what reminds people which they revere.

Walter (2001) observed that ethnic dance expregayaof
life, the belief, attitudes and habits of such gedjving within a
homogenous community. Culture as a way of life ebgle is the
key to life and dance keeps it alive. Culture igdemtity mark of a
people. A new value system can be introduced thralance. This
in turn can change people’'s culture, thereby giviteg to new
identity.

Conclusion

This paper took a look into teaching of dance aittiary
institutions. The available writings of differenthelars considered
relevant to this topic were mentioned. The termcdaand dance
education were examined, defined and explored tiopgses of the
study whereas dance is defined as series of mousnagnl steps
that march the speed and rhythm of music. To OnwRR43) and
Hornby (2000), Dance is said to be culture bourtds Theans that
the values traditionally attached to them produmem§ with the
intent to expressing its impression on the envirentn

One can now conclude that dance has contributed
immensely to the growth of dance Education as se¢dhe Nwafor
Orizu College of Education, Nsugbe. Therefore theneeed for its
incorporation to the music Education in Nigerian rtiegy
institutions.

Educational Implications.

At this juncture, it implies that:
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Dance can be used to improve the standard of dance
education at other Tertiary institutions.

Through dance, graduates of the departments ofcralisi
over will be equipped with more dance knowledge.

Finally this write up will help the institutions dfigher
learning and those committed to the educationatgs® to
identify and remedy the anomalies involved in thecpss.

Recommendations

In order to improve and maintain the study of a@anc
education at all Tertiary institutions in Nigeridet following
recommendations were made:

Dance should be allotted more time in the lectume table
of the department to help students gain more krabgean
the course.

The salaries of lecturers teaching dance shouladnade
attractive to encourage better head in the fielddafice
education.

More qualified lecturers should be employed to hedance
in the institutions.

Students should be exposed to do more of the pehttian
theoretical aspect ofdance.

Apart from departmental dance, the lecturers inrgia
should organize the students to visit and obsebmes
other peoples work in dance and criticize them.

It is necessary to carry out a comparative studythe
teaching of dance in all Tertiary institutions inglria. When the
problems pointed are solved, the incorporation ahog in the
institution of higher learning will be fruitful.
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