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Abstract

This study examines aspects of Igbo conjunctiorik particular focus on the Nsukka-ldeke dialectgifo, Enugu
State, Nigeria. It is our intention to investigatech conjunctions with a view to highlighting othierms of
conjoining discovered in the dialect. The studyasts out to achieve the following objectives,ahhinclude e: 1)
to find out if there is any difference between ithentified forms of conjoining in the dialect (Ndwkldeke) and the
already existing conjunctions in the standard Igiaot, and 2) to find out if there are tonal diéfetiation or
variations on the conjunctions (the identified ecmgtions in the Nsukka-ldeke dialect) based onrthgntactic
occurrences or as a result of their co-occurrenitie @ther linguistic elements. By adopting a dgséve survey
method, the study tries to ascertain the factuabhbieur of conjunctions in Nsukka-ldeke dialecteTdata used for
this study are gathered through introspection bezdloe researcher is from Nsukka and from docurdentgerial
from authors who have written on Igbo conjunctiofke study discovers that Nguru, in Nik@rp, one of the
quarters that make up Nsukka-ldeke Igbo, that ‘imé'sed in place of ‘k&’, a monosyllabic conjunntio mean “in
order to”. Also, some cases of conjoining were aiered in the dialect. They includitegx/odggx (otherwise),
tere (also that), ma bugu (either) ... q bxrxi(or), andg bxgx (neither). The above findings fall within celative,
subordinate and coordinative uses. Again, withdig help of conjunctions, sentences would be rehlise
fragments that will not be comprehensible. The retes distinction between subordinate and coordfigat
constructions, which might be regarded as a larguenjversal phenomenon does not hold true for thleat and
Igbo as a whole. Igbo has a genius of its own, Wwhiay analyst must approach in his/her analysié wit
presupposition from his/her knowledge of English.

Abbreviations and Tone-marking Convention

The tone-marking convention used here is that éhutced by Welmers, where only the first of a seqaenc
of syllables on the same pitch level is markedyileathe subsequent ones unmarked until a comigagtitch is
observed, which is then marked.

Ccv - Consonant plus vowel "r" plus vowel becomes
rv - “r" plus vowel
> - Becomes .
—p - transformed into
) - optimality
a - Either a or b can be used
b
A - Phonological Symbol representing affixation, themdtic value of which is determined by vowel
B harmony
Introduction

The term conjunction, according to Mbah (2006imtes from the Latin word ‘con’ and ‘jungere’, ich
mean ‘together’ and ‘to join’ respectively. For higonjunction is both a linking word as well as frecess of
joining or synthesising sentence structures in gnam He has the following as some of the conjumetim Igbo:
na, ma, ka, kwa, kama, mana, tupu, tutu, kamgbheaka, maka na, mgbe, ebe, efuts and tem.

The idea of conjoining is a language universal phegnon. All languages do this by using certain fatimes
known as conjunctions. Conjunction, one of the eggrts of speech in Igbo, is an integral partghfo syntax. It is
also an apparent feature of language. No languageexist with all its words or sentences in isolatinence, the



need to link them together. Human speech alwaysleg the joining of lexical items or sentencesoider to
ensure comprehensibility. The linking, thereforeggyninvolve the use of certain words or group of dgocalled
conjunction. The specific conjunction used showsvtthe joined parts are related. Emepa(@015) sees it
(conjunction) as a class of function words or mdrspeech made up, essentially, of connectivesedgu2017) in
his contribution asserts that conjunction is a pagpeech that joins words, phrases, clauseseamtdreces together.
Examples:

la. Ezé n&kené bu, ényEze and Ekene are friends)

b. Oh toro 6gologo ebe Nna ya dikpxmkpx (Obi is tall while his father is short)

c. Bn txmad[ xmx Okérobiad[ 6z6 agidbago nta agdbago nta (John as well astliee boys have all left for

hunting)

Considering the above examples, grammatically, @abheve definitions are correct. Again, without thelphof
conjunctions, the above sentences would be realisédhgments. The role of conjunctions is invaljabnique
from other parts of speech. In this regard, Aju¢2i@l?7) redefines conjunctions as the invariablangnatical
particle that conjuncts lexical properties and pthaterials relevant for language analysis. By@iogl conjunction
creates unity among lexical properties, particylambuns and pronouns. However, conjunctions avem@und at
the utterance or word final position in standardolgbut it is evidenced in Nsukka-ldeke Igbo.

It is necessary to note that conjunctions are gratiwal in function, and as such, they are descrigeed
semantically empty. They are only structurally seey in forming sentences. Their meanings arenei@fby
illustrating their uses in sentences of differeatt@rns. Otherwise, they (conjunctions) belongerain formatives
that do not represent or signify anything; ratleerch forms impose different structural forms to seatences in
which they occur (Eze, 2012). The structural megsithey posses are equally as important as thealexieanings
of words. In fact, they are invariable words antbbg to a closed system. This is as a result af fiegvness in
number. This member class remains the same fosealis of that language (i.e. any language undesideration).
Any addition or loss of a member brings about adctiral alternation in that grammar of the languagewnhole.
Furthermore, conjunctions do not exhibit any infleeal changes, though some of them are combinegive
compounds as in the case of Igho: ma +k#aka (because); ma + pamana (though, but); ma + kwa makwa
and, yet); t& + né» tene (also that). Just like verbs, enclitics and masfixes, conjunctions have an initial
consonant.

The Nsukka-ldeke conjunctions just like Igbo comjimns have peculiar distinctive features. These
features of the conjunctions include: (i) Theirgerare almost always invariable i.e. always hatlegsame value.
In other words, they almost, always retain theiidal tones. (ii) All conjunctions (Nsukka-ldeke darigho
conjunction) function as linking words. Howevereyhdiffer in the things they link together. Whilense of them
seem to be used exclusively with noun nominalsfinitive phrases, e.g. 2. ‘nd’ (and), some othems to be used
exclusively before verb phrases. Example: 3. ‘tUfngfore); ‘na’ (that), while yet some others seenbe used
before both nominal and verb phrases e.g. 4. &) (iii) Some of the Igho (Nsukka-ldeke) congitions can be
combined to give compounds. These combined conpmetiranslate into English as if they were indejsam
conjunctions. Examples:

5. a) rtkwa (and) + ma (also)» nekwa ma ‘and also’

b) te (also) + a (that) - tene ‘also that’

¢) ma (but) + ka (that)» maka ‘because’

d) ma (but) + na (that) mana ‘but that’, ‘except that’

e) ma (but) + ka (that), na (that)-» maka na ‘because’ of’

Igbo conjunctions are classified into three sulsgas— coordinators, subordinators and correlati@esrdinators
link words of varying categories such as nounsdspphrases and clauses of equal rank. Subordénatothe other
hand link clause of unequal rank, one subordinattependent, the other matrix or independent. Wiokeelatives
join words of varying categories, sentence partsqefal rank. Similarly, the forms of conjoining clisered in the
Nsukka-ldeke dialect of Ighbo also fall within coorative, subordinative and correlative uses.

Problems of the study

This study is carried out because of the followiegsons: 1. none of the research work carried put b
researchers about conjunctions has given adeqtiategian to the investigation of the conjunctionstlie Nsukka-
Ideke Igbo. Rather, their attention are focusedotirer aspects of Igbo grammar such as negatorgbio, ligbo
plural markers, simple grammatical negatives imlgind other parts of speech such as nouns, proesuwerbs,
prepositions, adverbs and so forth. 2. This stuillyadd to the existing body of literature on moobdgy and syntax
in the Igbo language. This, it does by exploring tlategories of conjunctions in the Nsukka-ldelaedt of Igbo.



Again, the grammatical analysis of this work isoaks contribution from Igbo to the cross-linguisstudy of
conjunction, and the universal cognitive categofyconjunction. 3. This study is also necessary bseathe
standard Igbo is fed from various dialects of Igbo.

Obijectives of the study

With regard to the above mentioned reasons fosthedy, the major objective of this study is to ekaan
the forms of conjunctions in the Nsukka-ldeke dititef Igbo. Other objectives of this study includeto find out if
there is any difference between the identified foohconjunction in the dialect and already exptionjunctions in
the standard Igbo. 2. to find out if there are tafiierentiation or variations on the conjunctioigentified in the
dialect based on their syntactic occurrences arrasult of their co-occurrence with other lingigigiements.

Research methodology

The methodological approach adopted in this rebeanrk is a descriptive survey research that cet$o
investigate conjunction in the Nsukka-ldeke dialefttgbo. The data used for this research workgatethrough
introspection (because the researcher is a ngbeaker of Nsukka-ldeke 1gbo), and from works of scamthors,
whose work are related to the topic. The worksheke authors were selected through purposive rasdompling.
By using descriptive survey method, the data waedyaed and conclusion drawn from the analysis.

Significance of the study

This study will act as a guide to researchers wight decide to embark on the same or similar avéxle
exercise — conjunctions in the Nsukka-ldeke diabdédtbo or any other dialect or language. Oth&grided users of
the output of the study include among others. EBaerlers of the language, the users of the langtiagéeachers of
the language at various levels, and lastly, thialsyk designers in the language because the stilldsxpose other
forms of conjunctions, which will enrich the gramnod the Igbo language.

Literature Review

The term conjunction, according to Mbah (2006) ioages from the Latin words ‘con’ and ‘jungere’, it
mean together and to join respectively. Scholave lzgproached the meaning of conjunction from ckffie angles.
Eyisi & Okolo (2015) describe conjunction as atpafr speech that connects two words, sentencessefror
clauses. In other words, a conjunction perform&itig functions. They submit the following as exampf
conjunction in English: and, but, for, since, whites, if though, because, whether, unless, howévan, etc. They
stressed in their work that the previous held vithat certain conjunctions such as and, but, becausl so should
not begin sentences has no historical or grammédtoadation so, they can be used to begin a seateljuede
(2017) defines conjunction as the invariable graticah particle that conjuncts lexical propertiesdaather
materials relevant for language analysis. It ishgegd from the above definition that the role ohjoaction is
invariably unique from other parts of speech. Web$2017) asserts that conjunction is an uninfikdteguistic
form that joins together sentences, clauses, phraiseords. Emenanj(2015) avers that conjunction is a process
which has primary function of ‘connecting or joigin(from its etymology) two or more elements: wqgrgbrases,
clauses and sentences. He posits also that coignscire a class of words or parts of speech mpdessentially,
of connectives.

According to Hodges and Whitten (1982), conjunci®a part of speech used to connect and relatdsyor
phrases, clauses or sentences. This definitioaptuced in Emenanjo's (1978), where conjunctiodescribed as
the only part of speech which is used for linkingrds or syntactic structures. Similarly, Everymaf7q8) defines
conjunction as word used as a connection betweerwond and another, or sentence and another, the# pining
or the state of being joined together. The abov@itiens of conjunction suggest that conjunctidnsction as
connectors of words, phrases, clauses and senténcessence, a conjunction is both a linking waml also, the
process of bringing together sentence structurgsammar.

Crystal (1992) avers that conjunction is a termdusethe grammatical classification of words, tfereo
an item or a process whose primary function, idanect words or other constructions. AccordingOtaah
(2010), conjunction is defined as a word in serdsnased to join or link words, phrases or claubkston,
Kimbrough and Norton (1988) describe conjunction$opic, as a connective word or group of wordsijoj two
or more propositions together, thus forming a codjive proposition. They assert also that when twenore
propositions are stated as true at the same titag are said to be related by conjunction. For gtam

6. O nwére égo manawgna-égbu ya
He/she has money but h/she is dying of hunger



Duthie (1996) recognizes that the use of a com#atidposition to join nouns and a conjunction prdgpetween
other constituents, is evidence in West regionsposdion in grammar is a preposition that introduce
prepositional phrase. Some of the languages disgathis dichotomy include Igbo, Yoruba, Hausa, Etui,
Wollof, and so on. Below are some examples in Igbo:

7a) Nik[ta no n’elu akwa b) Azl d[ nime ite

(Dog is on the bed) (fish is inside the port)

Here, the wordna' is a preposition, introducing the prepositionalgses 'n’elu akwa' and ‘n'ime ite' in the
examples 2(a) and (b) respectively. Again, the tatine marker expresses the role of secondarygjzatit of a
situation as we have said before: It is the peimseolved in the situation together with the maintjzdpant. Below
is example in Igbo:

8. Ya na ényya soro ka (He came with his friend").

However, Bantu and Kru languages are absent frosligi. The reason for that of Bantu languages is
because many of them rely on juxtaposition for stconjunction. In the Igbo language as well atheénNsukka-
Ideke dialect of Igbo, there is no neat distinctlmtween coordinating and subordinating conjunctigrlike in
Indo-European languages, where the neat distindiietween coordinating and subordinating conjuncti®n
established. However, the followings are the commgpordinating conjunctions in the Igbo language(When),
ka (so that), ka (hortative maker), ma (if, whelhea (that), kamafma (instead of). These conjunctions do not
exhibit any inflectional changes, though some anthare combined as in the case of Igho: ma + kaakam
(because); ma + na - mana (though, but); ma + kwédewa (and, yet).

Conjunctions, in Nsukka-ldeke Igbo and Igbo as alehare divided into three sub classes — cooridigat
subordinating and correlative conjunctions. Coaatlitg conjunctions join words, or group of wordstttare
grammatically equivalent. Trask (1993), elaboratingre on this, states that a syntactic structureyhich two or
more constituents are joined (conjoined) in suelag that each of them has an equal claim to beidered a head
of that structure, is a coordinate structure. bymcal coordinate structure, all of the conjoinsmhstituents are of
the same category and the whole structure is darios of the same category. Here are examplebm Ig

9a) Adairiji na édé (conjoined NPs) b) Odo hara ma laa (conjoined Vps)
Ada ate yam and cocoyam' Odo came but left.
As we can see, the clauses in the above two citeichgles in Igbo are:

Ada riri

(Ada) riri éde and

Odo hHara

(Odo) laa

Each of the above clauses is an independent clthesehave been separated from each, as we caarske,
each of them still makes a complete meaning alkirig.as a result of this fact, that 'and' and"'bu used to link
them so as to form one sentence; hence, waedyand'but' are coordinate conjunctions.

Conjunction, according to Onah (2010), is a wordsamntence used to join or link words, phrases, or
clauses. For example:

10a) Nggz[ naNneka bu tmunree'Ngozi b)  Any[ rutere kA mmemmé ah malitere
na Nneka are sisters. ‘We arrived when the programme just began’

In the above sentences, the first contaires which is used to join two word¥gozi na Nnek&'. In the
second sentence, ‘Any[ rutere' akd mmemme at malitere' are linked by the conjunctid@’. (Any[ rutereka
mmemmeé ain malitere).

In the first sentence, two words are linked. In #ezond sentence, two clauses are linked. The major
function of the conjunctions in examples 10 (a Bhdreto connect and expand sentence patterns in vaways.
Robert (1964) also observes that the function adrgunction is to expand and combine sentencempatte various
ways and in general, to indicate the structurati@hship between members of the form class. Rebeattfinition
of the function of conjunction is quite embracitigspecifies that conjunction does not only expand combine
sentence patterns in various ways but it also lygtd the structural relationship between membérthe form
class.

Emenanjo (1978) defines and classifies conjunctiorigbo. In his study of conjunction, he recogsizbe
following Igbo conjunctionsna, ma, ka, kwa, kama, mana, tldpu, ttu, kamgheaakaa, ébe, sé, térhle classifies
them into monosyllabic and disyllabic. He sub-greupem into coordinators and subordinators distBggrthe
over-lappings that exist. Out of the above listetjonctions by Emenanjona’ is the most frequently used in
joining words, phrases, and sentences togetherstvdagly suggest that the typical Igbo conjunctians na, ma



and tupu. Others are either dialectical variatioh®ne conjunction or the other or that they argileauy to the

above listed typical Igbo conjunctions. Alio (1978)sagreeing with the above listed Igho conjunctidry

Emenanjo, states thata, ma, kamand tupu’ are the only conjunctions in Igbo. However, hiethto

emphasise why he disagreed with the Emer&nContrary to the afore-listed Igbo conjunctio@swubuariri

(1978) recognizes that na is the only typical Iglomjunction and as such, he makes no classificatioatsoever
since there is nothing to classify. Ogbalu (197ddognizes that ‘na’ is the most popular and fretjyemsed
conjunction in joining words, phrase and sentenogsther. For him, kAma seems to be a dialectaaation of ma
(but) and that the prefix ‘ka’ has practically nm€tion. We agree with Ogbalu that na is the masidently used
conjunction to join words, phrases and sentenagsyb disagree with him that na is the only Igbajoaction. We
strongly contend that Igbo conjunctions include ma,andtipu.

Mbah (2006) submits that conjunction is both a itigkword as well as the process of joining or
synthesizing sentence structures in grammar. Heheafollowing as some of the conjunctions in Igha; ma, ka,
kwa, kama, mana, tupu, tutu, kamgbe, kama na, makangbe, ebe, etug,stem. According tovww.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/conjuncti(®017), conjunction is an uninflected linguisticrrfo that joins together
sentences, clauses, phrases or words. This sensapisred inhttps//English-dictionary.help/English-to-lgbo-
meaning-conjunctiorwhere conjunction is described as a connectiveomnecting word; an indeclinable word
which serves to join together sentences, clausea eéntence, or words; as, and, but, if an so .fokko,
Thesaurus.com available atvw.dictionary.com/browse/ conjunction?ekplains conjunction as any member of
small class of words distinguished in many langsalge their function as connectors between wordsages,
clauses, or sentences, as and, because, but, howhesaurus also asserts that conjunction caedre as any other
word or expression of similar function, as in aage.

Data Analysis
Presentation of Data
The following are composite of the identified aemgtions in Igbo:

ma 1. ‘in order to’

ma 2. ‘whether’; if

ma 3. ‘but’

kal. ‘like’ ‘as’

ka 2. ‘when’

ka 3. ‘(so) that’

ka 4. ‘hortative marker’

na 1. ‘and’

na 2. ‘because’, ‘for’

na 3. ‘that’ marker of NP complementation
kama

tama } ‘Instead of’; ‘rather than’; ‘even if’

tatu

daga A

rie until
nta’] 1. ‘then’
nta 2. ‘instead of’
ata .. ka 1. ‘both ... and’
ka ... ka 2. ‘whether .. not’
ma... ma 1. ‘so... as’
ma ... ma 2. ‘every ... every’
kwa ... kwa ‘both ... and’

The above conjunctions have been analysed by \aniesearchers such as Emenanjo (1978, 1985, & 2015;
Nwachukwu (1987) and so on in some many ways. Aesalt, they are not analysed in this work. Ratliee,
identified conjunctions in the dialect under invgation are focused.

Some cases of conjunction and conjoining have biésrovered in Nsukka-ldeke dialect of Waawa Igbo.
The forms of conjunction and conjoining are anallyge this work according to their uses in the ditlerhese
conjunctions include:



Ma ‘in order to’

Te ‘and’, ‘even’

tene ‘also that’

nekwa ma ‘and also’

ntegu ‘otherwise’, or
malolbugu ‘either’ ... o buru ‘or’
obugu ‘neither’

The traditional categorisation of conjunctions, ethare coordinating and subordinating conjunctidoss
not hold true for all languages. Conjunction indgkor instance, fall into two morphological groogs. The same
thing applies to Conjuctions in Nsukka-ldeke Ighdiich is an aspect of Igbo conjunctions. Nwachukid®87)
makes it emphatically clear that such traditionaksification cannot be applied in a language ldfeo that is,
dividing conjunctions into coordinating and subaoating subsets. Rather, the classification shoaltédsed on the
morphology as well as grammatical function theyfgen. As a matter of fact, the identified conjuicts in the said
dialect, fall into morphological groupings: 1. Mayabic conjunctions and 2. Disyllabic/non-mondalyic
conjunctions. This grouping is based on the nunobsyllables they have. Nwachukwu (1987) asseds tilat Igho
conjunctions fall into two morphological groupingsnonosyllabic and disyllabic conjunctions.

Monosyllabic conjunctions

Monosyllabic conjunctions in Igbo perform both odioating and subordinating functions. They arehsuc
conjunctions that have one syllable. They are wewlin coordination. Coordination, according to Eiap (2015)
is a relation, which holds between two or more @pts of equal functional rank of status. The elesénked by
coordinators are known as coordinates. This shbatsrtone of the elements linked is dependent omwtier, nor a
head. In fact, coordination is a non-headed stractlihe monosyllabic conjunctions in Nsukka-ldegkd include:
ma ‘in order to’ ‘tg'and’; t& ‘even’.
Examples:

11. Ngozi & Ebéré lara (Ngozi and Ebere came)
12a) Nd[ ngwuro te nd[ isha bachara (The lame and also the blind came)

b) Ejekogu mg¢ (| will not even go)
The occurrence ottis not restricted only to the medial positiongdin come at the beginning of the sentence as in:
13. Té nwoke ¢ nwaany socha ( Both the men and the women are inclusive)

Also, the conjunction té can come at the final posiof a sentence without distinction in the urigiag structure.
Here, it functions as an emphasizer as in exani{le) 1That is, it can be fronted for emphasis.

Ma as a conjunction in Nsukka-ldeke Igbo

The conjunction ma in Nsukka-ldeke Igbo is pronmhin two different forms to realise two different
things. The two forms of realising the conjunctame: ‘ma’ with low tone and ‘ma’ with high toneMa’ with low
tone in Igbo, is translated in English in variousyw such as: ma ‘but’, ‘and’, ‘if’, ‘whether’ andd that’ while ma
with high tone is translated in English as ‘in artt®. These English translations depend on theeodrand the type
of construction it is found in.

The conjunction ‘ma’ (i.e. ma with low tone) furmis both as a coordinator or correlator and as a
subordinator. When ma comes in between two deolaraentences, it is a coordinator and the twoeseats joined
are of equal rank. Each of the sentences can indepdy stand on its own when separated. In sudstoaction,
ma is translated as ‘but’ in English. However, niikd a maximum of two clauses, and has the notibn o
constructiveness. The combination of similarity afifferences determines the use of contrastive nmh this
resulted to two semantic interpretations of cotitvasma viz: i) Semantic opposition and ii) Dendélexpectation.
Examples of semantic opposition are:

148  Ada shiriari ma Uju zara ezi (Ada cooked food but Uju swephpound)

b) Ngozi jére &kwkwo ma Ebéréwy akwa (Ngozi went to school but Ebere washed cithe
On the other hand, in the denial of expectatiohsre is an assertion and a presupposition. Theuppesition
makes a general expectation, and where the exjmeciainot met, the sentence becomes contrastive.

15a) Nneka marahma ma agwa ya jgrjq (Nneka is beautiful but her behaviour is bad)



b) Okéke na-arezigbooru ma 6 nweghedgs | (Okeke has a nice work but he has no money)

Ma, is also used as correlator to join two nounswa NPs together. Here, the conjunction is usegadin, one
preceding the first noun or NP and the other priecgithe second noun or NP.

Ma nwoke ma nwaamy

Both men and women
Ma introduces also sentential complements jushasintroduces. However, the type of complementdntraduces
differs from that of na. Ma as a complementizerthasfollowing translations: whether, if, and that

Ma, used as ‘whether’, shows a type of complemeatvk as Yes-No sentential complement. That is, a
sentence type with no propositional content. Wdtttowing of this kind of construction, is that, bothe
monosyllabic and disyllabic conjunctions are alwagdow tones but it is not always in Nsukka-ldégieo.

Example:

16. Achgro m [ma mép no n’xlo &kwukwo (I wanted to know whether s/he is in school)

Ma as'if', specifically, introduces a conditional complemenhis type of construction always has a logical
dependence between the consequence clause andt¢icedent clause. Here, ma signals the conseqciansé).
When the consequent clause comes before the aptdadduse, ma is not used but the conditionaligapbn still
obtains or holds.

Example:

17a) Ha ga-ejé mall bia(They shall go if s’/he comes)

b) Odo ga-eri nri ma hu (Odo will eat food if he sees)
In the example (17a), 'Ha ga-eje' is the antecedhii¢ o bia is the consequent,
8a) Ha ha, any ga-ejé (If they come, we shall go)

b) 1 rio ha, ha ga-ekwé (‘If you beg them, they will agjee’
In the examples 18 (a & b), it is observed thatana conjunction is used to generate two type®wns$tcuctions -
coordinate and subordinate constructions. Howemndhe subordinate constructions, ma functionsedétly in the
types of NP sentential complements. In Nwachukw®821 57), he uses numerals to distinguish the wario
complements identifying the types of constructiassociated with each.

Ma with high tone translated as ‘in order to’ oo that’ is used to introduce subjunctive constardiin the
dialect. Such constructions are concerned withalised meanings. M4, standing as 'timspecifically used for
purpose constructions. In the purpose constructithres verbs contained in the matrix clause mayahatys be
purposive verbs but the underlying meanai such clauses will always show up such verbs.edweer, there is a
cause-effect relationship between the two claudssuch, ma now signals the expected consequengbaifwas
said in the matrix sentence.

19a) O gum égwu ma a gbaa ya agba (S/he sang song so tilitie danced)
b) O shri ari ma 6 rie (Cooked in order to eat)

The Disyllabic Conjunctions in Nsukka-Ideke Igbho

Disyllabic conjunction is another set of conjunot used in linking sentences in the Nsukka-ldeke |
and standard Igbo. This set of conjunction unlh& monosyllabic ones, is never used in joining wardphrases;
rather, they are used only in joining sentencessdntences of unequal rank, two clauses only d@nterthe
relationship of subordination, whereas for senterafeequal rank, more than two clauses can bedinégether by
way of the disyllabic conjunctions, and at timegway of monosyllabic conjunctions as in:

20. O sikwara ¢te (t¢) 6 nyére ya ég(He/she said also that he/she gave him/her money)

The morphemic structure of most of the disyllalojanctions in Nsukka-ldeke Igbo just like the stard Igbo, is
consonant — vowel, consonant-vowel (hereafter C\j.QVe disyllabic conjunctions in Nsukka-ldeke Ighi@ as
following: (i) tene (ii) ntegx (iii) ma olbugulollgbugul] (iv) obugu (v) nckwe ma. These conjunctions have their
specific English equivalent unlike the monosyllabites, which vary. This quality (specific Englishuesalents)
makes them unable to vary in meaning from contexbhtext.

Use of ene
Tenellis one of the disyllabic conjunctions in Nsukkakddgbo. It functions as a subordinator and it is
translated in English as ‘also that’



2la) QUIsikwara tne (te) o dugu oyi (He/she said also that it was not good)
b) Ada chétenu Qliene 6 so (Ada reminded Obi also that he is inclusive)

Use of rekwa ma
Nekwa ma, a disyllabic conjunction, is used in Nsukdeke Igbo to link two nouns of equal rank in a
sentence. It is translated in English as ‘and also’

223 Guté ji ekwa ma abala (Harvest yams and also water yams)

b) Vuté oche ekwa Ima téburu (Bring chair and also table)
The conjunction ‘gkwa ma’, as it is used in the dialect in-questisiows that the suffix ‘ma’ is not optionally
used. It must be used together witgkwa’'[Jlto mean ‘and also’. Contrastively, the use of ‘na’;kama na’ and
‘maka na’ in standard Igbo is very optional excepen it (na), as in maka (na), connects an indepandause to a
phrase, then the na is obligatorily deleted.

Use of Negu

Ntegx is used to join sentences in Nsukka-ldeke Iffomas its English translation as ‘otherwise’ dtused
to state what the result would be if something nidd happen or if the situation were different. unétions as a
subordinator.

23a) Biaa parx nri gntegu th paara rie (Come and carry your food otherwisdllamirry it and eat)

b) Jée kuméraantegx m pia g ihe (Go and sleep otherwise | will beat you)
Ntegx can also be used in the dialect to mean ‘orEiglish. When so used, it offers the choice of carmg
between two items or offers, as in:

Kumé &dn ntegx Peta (Call John or Peter) b)  Wetélumantegx ogu (Bring matchet or hoe)
24a)
Ntegx[Jat times, is used interchangeably witkiigu’ in the dialect to mean the same ‘or’ in English.
25¢) Goténu nekwa odugu akpukpo ukwu b) Jée homé&urueodugu hichémeulo

Buy for me dress or shoe Go and weed or scruséno

Use of mag bugu... ¢ buru

Ma o bugu ... o buru is one of the disyllabic conjunctions in Nsukka#d Igbo. They are used in
conjoining nouns and NPs in a construction. Thewcfion as correlation. They are translated in Ehghs ‘either
... or'. They move always in pairs. Examples:

26¢) Ma o bugu Ekéo buru Orie b) Mao bugu nwa nyap buru nwanne enye
Either it is Eke or it is Orie. Either he is lgisild or he is his relation.
Use of q mgu

O bugu is used in Nsukka-ldeke Igbo to introduce a sutfjya sentence. The associated speaker’s attitude
is non-declarative (embedded). It is translatedriglish as ‘neither’.

27a) O bugu Emeka baranke | b). QO bugu Ada ke 6 } aty
0 ji aby Uche Uja

It is neither Emeka nor is |tltis neither A da noris it Uju
Uche that came

The foregoing analysis of conjunctions in NsukkeKe Igbo indicates that, trying to categorise thejunctions
functionally is very problematic. Some of the diabic conjunctions such agkwa ma’, ‘mana’ and ‘kdma’ also
serve as coordinator while nedbugu... o bury function as correlator. The disylalbic conjunctdn the Nsukka-
Ideke Igbo unlike some disyllabic conjunctions farglard Igbo, do not behave like adverbials. Teathiey do not
have freedom of mobility, which characterises sadigyllabic conjunctions in Igbo. Again, the mondakic
conjunctions function as subordinators, and cafrdr@ed mostly for emphasis. Ma, a monosyllabicjeoation,
functions as a coordinator, subordinator and awlator.

Characteristics of Nsukka-ldeke Igbo Conjunctions



The conjunctions in Nsukka-ldeke Igbo just likee thonjunctions in standard Igbo, are grouped into
monosyllabic and disyllabic conjunctions, morphatadly. However, this grouping is blocked functiigaas a
result of some over-lapping as evident in the Nsdkieke conjunctions and Igbo conjunctions at larflee
disyllabic conjunction that functions in both comaor and subordinate constructions in Nsukka-¢d&bo, is
nekwa ma’ just like ‘kama’ in standard Igbo. Aparbiin the conjunction ‘¢kwallma’, which functions as a
coordinator and subordinator, and ‘mdugu... o bury’ that function as a correlator, other disyllab@nfunctions
in the dialect function as subordinating conjuncsio

The use of suffix ‘ma’ in ekwa ima' in Nsukka-ldeke Igho, is not optional, unlike use of ‘na’ in kama
na’ and ‘maka na’ in standard Igbo, that is veryiaml, except when it (nd), connects an independeise to a
phrase, then the ‘nd’ is obligatorily deleted.nit&) must be used together wittkwa to mean ‘and also’.

The initial position of the subordinating conjuretiis mostly occupied by the temporal clause liket/as in.

28¢) Tenehaldara n'ulé algu ihe ohuu (That they failed in

their examination is not a news). When so used, titanslated in English as ‘that’. If it occupifsal position, it
reduces comprehensibility to an extent.

Summary of Findings and Conclusion
Findings

This research work has explored conjunction inkKatideke Igbo. The findings of this work give intpe
and validity to the Igbo conjunctions. It has belgtovered that there is a tonal variation on thgunction ‘ma’, a
monosyllabic conjunction in Nsukka-ldeke Igbo. ‘Ma’Nsukka-ldeke Igbo, is realised with two diffetéones to
mean two different things as well. The first forfrealising the conjunction ‘ma’ is with a low tofma’, as it is
also realised in the standard Igho. When so rehlige function in the dialect in-question is sami¢h how it
functions in the standard Igbo. Also, its Englisginslation is same. However, when ‘ma’ bears higie t that is the
second form of realising ‘mé’, it's meaning variesd it is translated in English as ‘in order to’so that'. It is
used to introduce subjunctive constructions. Sughstuctions are concerned with unrealised meanisgs
example 19).

Findings reveal that conjunctions in standard Igb® never found at the utterance or word finaitjwos
but it is found in Nsukka-ldeke dialect of Igboptigh, it is not all the identified conjunctionstime dialect. It is
only one of the monosyllabic conjunctions in thalect — ‘té’ as in example 12(b).

It is observed that languages, as well as dialeat® a lot in common, but we must equally be avlzaé
there are parametric variations despite this awedicommon core. For example, the clear-cut distindetween
subordinating and coordinating conjunction whiclgihtibe regarded as a language universal phenonug@nnot
hold true for Igbo language and the dialect undersieration as well. This distinction between dawating and
subordinating conjunctions is well established he tndo-European languages. This, however, sugbestthe
classification is not a simple straightforward dithmy between subordinating and coordinating castjons.
Rather, it depicts that Igbo language in generadl{iding dialects) has a genius of its own, whink analyst must
approach in his/her analysis with no presupposstidrom his/her knowledge of English. However, @shbeen
discovered that conjunctions are structurally neagsin forming sentences, and are described asrdamally
empty in isolation.

Conclusion

In this study, we have tried to establish aspett®njunction in Igbo with reference to Nsukka#ddgbo.
Our discussion on the conjunction reveals that auiththe conjunction in sentences, comprehensibditysuch
sentences would have been very difficult if not asgible. This is because human speech always iesdive
joining of lexical items or sentences in order ts@e comprehensibility. Again, no language castexith all its
words or sentences in isolation. This work has algtumade very insightful contribution in the litgure of Igbo
conjunctions by discussing conjunctions in Nsukitekke dialect of Igbo. We hope that this researcihkwall
stimulate further research into this aspect of Igiotax — conjunction in the Igbo syntax. We codelly saying
that human speech without conjunctions or connestis just like building a house without cement.
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