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Abstract

Past studies on modality in Igbo have discussewamways for expressing modality in the languagéey have
identified the use of forms like/puy nwe ike kwesj ike kwéeleghi anya-nwu, galya/la/le for expressing
modality in Igbo. This paper is confronted with ttpgestion on whether the formsge ike could serve as a modal
suffix, while ma andka serve as modal auxiliary verbs in Igbo. The forans found in Ogbunike dialect of the
language. They have not been captured anywhe@ms used to express modality in Igbo. Semanticailydality
expresses two meanings: deontic and epistemic §52663; Uchechukwu, 2011). Relying on this viehe forms
are semantically analysed and the results revaalethch of them expresses deontic and episteminingsa It is,
therefore, concluded thate ike could serve as a modal suffix, whitea andka serve as modal auxiliary verbs in
Igbo.

Introduction

Every language has a way of expressing modalityd@lty refers to the way in which a speaker canresp his
attitude towards a situation in interpersonal comitation (Hartmann and Stock, 1972:140). It aldoved speakers
to signal stronger and weaker commitment to fatiualf statement (Saeed, 2003:135). In the opirebrigwe

(2007), it is used to describe the meanings, whighusually associated with mood. This accountsvfoy Saeed
(2003:138) notes that when modality distinctions ararked by verbs endings which form distinct cgajions,

there is a tradition of calling them moods.

In the English language, modality is usually expeesby the use of modal auxiliaries written as $siniexical
items, such as: can, could, may, might, must, qugfuld, will, would, and so on. The modal auxilizerbs
occupy the first position of a verb phrase and dones have several words which may intervene batieem and
the main verb, e.gwhen will you meet your doctdr?you may not see your doctor todaylodal auxiliary verb is
used by the speaker/writer to indicate his moodttitude with respect to whether or not the actievent, etc,
denoted by the verb can be regarded as obligategssary, permitted, possible, probable, certalypothetical
(Aremo, 2004:92; Nnamani, 2004).

Although Uchechukwu (2011) considers the study ofiality in Igho as a new development, a lot of dbations
have been made by many scholars on modality in. Iglinston (1993) cited by Uchechukwu (2011) poimis$ that
extensional suffixes play very important role ire taxpression of modality in Igbo. Uchechukwu examsithe
grammatical use of these extensional suffixes inléimguage as presented by different scholars @ggests their
reclassification as modal suffixes. Igwe (2007)his own study of modality in Achi dialect, idemi$ some other
ways for expressing modality in Igbo. In this pamame other forms found in Ogbunike dialect, sas$ie ike ma
andka, are investigated on the basis of the two meaningsented by Saeed (2003) and re-echoed by Uckwahu
(2011) which modality expresses, that is, deontid @pistemic meanings. A review of past literaigréirst done in
order to show the different forms earlier identifiand their use to express deontic and epistemianimgs,
followed by discussion of the suspected forms.

The data are tone-marked on the basis of the Gregrgwe’s (1963) tone-marking convention of leguinigh tone
unmarked in Igbo, the low tone marked with graveeat /" /, and the down step tone marked orthographieeillly
amacron/ /.

Literature review

Saeed (2003) and Uchechukwu (2011) separatelytabsarmodality is used to express deontic andtepis
meanings: While the epistemic meaning qualifiess¢hassertions in which the speaker exhibits songeedeof
familiarity or knowledge of the situation of thingsleontic meaning qualifies those assertions thgiress



obligation, responsibility, permission and abilitpome past studies have discussed modality in kgixb have
identified forms used to express modality in theglzage. These past studies are reviewed below:

A. fu/pu ‘be equal to/be able’ (Welmers and William, 1968tgwe, 2007)
Welmers and William (1968) and Igwe (2007) pregbetuse ofu/pu ‘be equal to/be able’ to express modality in
Igbo. These are two dialect variants that expfessame meaning ‘go out’, as in:
1 a. Obi firu/puru n’ ama obodo
Obi go rV stative PAST PREP square town
‘Obi went to the village square’

These two word&: andpu serve as the main verb ‘go’ in (1a). They can $¢hay are or be inflected by suffixing
rv. They are also modal verbs and can be used pyess modality in Igbo, both deontic and epistemic
(Uchechukwu, 2011). In this case, the main verbsugually in their infinitive form. This is illusited below:

2 i. Obu fi(ru)/pu(ru) igi eg
Obi is able (rV stative) to count money
‘Obi can count money’

ii. Obi fa(ra)/pu(ry) ino n ama 0bodo ugbua
Obi be able (rV stative) to be PREP squangntaillage now
Obi may be at the village square now
‘Obi may likely be at the village square rigiaw’

The fu/py in 2(i) expresses the deontic meaning of abilithile in 2(ii), it expresses epistemic meaning of
speculative possibility and prediction.

B. nwe ike(from inwe ike) ‘have strength/might/power; be able; can; maybe capable,
strong, able; may be possible’ (Welmers and Wiam, 1968; Williamson, 1972; Igwe,
1987; Igwe, 1999; Nwigwe, 2003; Igwe, 2007)

Welmers and William (1968), Williamson (1972) argive (1999) identifynwe ikeas a verb; Emenanjo (1978)
regards it as suffix; Nwigwe (2003) sees it as alahwerb, and Igwe (1987; 2007) regard it as apbeaistic form.
It is a combination of verb + noun. When the verlwe stands alone, it becomes a simple assertion witsch
truthfulness is difficult to ascertain. In other s, the assertion can be true or false. It alsoitsafull meaning as
verb of possession and can be inflected. On ther ¢thnd;- ikeis an object NP. When the verbweand the noun
—ike are combined, it expresses modality. In this cdseyerb—-nwecan be inflected, while the nowike cannot.
Uchechukwu (2011) points out that this form expessboth deontic and epistemic meaning. Below areeso
examples:

3 (i) Chinaza nwé —ré ike iri  smafu
Chinaza have —rV stative strength to do sum ADJ
‘Chinaza can do that sum.’

(ii) i nwe —ré eik igaba ugbua
2" PERS. SING have —rV stative strength to leavev no
‘you can leave right now’

(i)  Nonso nwe —ré ike ikpo aifia afi
Nonso have —rV stative strength to pack rubbisfi DE
Nonso has strength to pack that rubbish
‘Nonso migbht have packed that rubbish’

(ivy Nne M nwe —ré ike olg ji taa
Mother POSS. have -rV stative strength to buy yaday
my mother has strength to buy yam today



‘my mother might buy yam today.’

The statement in 3(i) expresses deontic meaningbdity, 3(ii) expresses deontic meaning of perioiss 3(iii)
expresses epistemic meaning of possibility and) &fpresses epistemic meaning of prediction/pdigibi

C. —kwesi‘supposed to’, ‘ought to’, ‘deserves’ (Igwe, 2007)
-kwesiis a modal verb and can be inflected. When it app@ a sentence, the main verb will be in iténitif’e
form.

4 ()  Emeka kwesi —i icha wlo taa
Emeka ought —rV stative to mop house today
‘Emeka ought to mop the house today’

(i)  Emeka kwes-r ifi ego a
Emeka be able —rV stative to see money DET
‘Emeka could have seen the money’

The statement in 4(i) expresses deontic meanimgeoéssity and obligation, while that of 4(ii) exgses epistemic
meaning of possibility.

D. —ike kwe/eleghi anya ‘possibly’, ‘may/might’, pehaps (Igwe, 2007)

The adverb —ike kwe/eleghi anya are used to exphessame meaning. When used in a sentence, tmey ficst
followed by a coma, then, a simple sentence wifleremce to past, present or future. While Nwigw80@
describes them as periphrastic modals, but Uchealhy(R011) suggests regarding them peripheral mosiatse
they can only express one modal meaning. Belovexaeples of the use of the forms:

5 (i) ekghianyagp m m oru ahi
Possibly,  he do —rV PAST work DET
Possibly, he did that job
‘he might have done the job’

(i)  ike kwe, ¢ na- &b
Perhaps, he AUX PRES. come
Perhaps, he is coming
‘he may be coming’

(i)  ike kwe, o ga- arya
Possibly, he AUX FUT.do PRO
Possibly, he will do it
‘he may possibly do it’

The statements in 5(i), (ii) and (iii) express égsic meaning of possibility.
E. —nwu ‘ability to do/perform’ (Emenanjo, 1978)
Emenanjo (1978:117) identifiemwu as a suffix. It does not stay on its own, butffixed to the main verb to
convey meaning. According to Uchechukwu (2011)cduld be used to express both deontic and epistemic
meanings of an assertion. This is illustrated below
6 (i) Necheé na- asa —nwu afele

Neche AUX PROG. wash — PART —able plates

Neche is able to wash plates
‘Neche can wash plates’

(i)  Neché ga- ap -nwu ugbua



Neche AUX FUT. leave —PART —able now
‘Neche can leave now’

(i)  Neché ga-as nwu akwa
Neche AUX wash —PART —able clothes
‘Neche can wash clothes’

The statements in 6(i) and (ii) express deonticnimgpof ability and permission respectively, whilgii) expresses
epistemic meaning of possibility.

F. —ga‘shall/will' (Igwe, 2007; Uchechukwu, 2011); y (dy(e), la/le (Igwe, 2007)
The morpheme-ga, y(a)/y(e), la/le'shall/will’ are allomorphs of future morpheme igbo. They function as
markers for both the future and a sense of anticipaThe following examples from Uchechukwu (201lijstrate
the semantic and syntactic applications-g&
7 () Emeka ga- eri kpa

Emeka AUX —FUT —eat —PART cassava

‘Emeka shall eat cassava’

(i) Emeka ga- ah Uche taa
Emeka AUX —FUT —see —PART Uche today
‘Emeka shall see Uche today.’

The expression of modality that involves the usehef morpheme-ga can be divided into morphotonologically
implicit and explicit forms (Uchechukwu, 2011). Uxdhukwu (2011) cites examples from different awhior
illustrate the implicit modal meanings, as preseiielow:

Emenanjo (1978:127-128):

8 (i) Nnenna ga- ab ebe a
Nnenna AUX come —PART place DET
‘Nnenna will come here.’

(i)  Nnenna ga-ibia
Nnenna AUX to come
‘Nnenna is going to come’

Emenanjo (1985:127)

(i) Ekhé ga- éri ay
Ekhe ANT eat — PART it
‘Eke will eat it’

(v) Ekhega ir vya
Eke ANT —to eat it
‘Eke must eat it’

Igwe (1973:496):
(v) O ga- éeme ay
he AUX do - Part it
‘he will probably do it.’

(vij O ga ime ya
he AUX to do it



‘he will probably do it’

The verb—gain the sentences in Emenanjo (1978; 1985) above ha additional modal meaning that Emenanjo
(1985) glosses as ANT (anticipation) in sentend@d &nd (iv). There is the occurrence of partieipn the 8(iii)
example in Emenanjo (1985) and the infinitive ia 8{iv) example in Emenanjo (1985). A combinatiémaxiliary

— gawith the patrticiple of the modified verb could edeontic meaning of compulsion as in 8(iv) angi)3(
Uchechukwu (2011) points out that Igwe (1973) ia ékample above merges the future — anticipativeraodal
meanings. He attributes the mix up of both usagesdinly his decontextualization of his gloss. Waedudes that
in the appropriate context, and with the right eatfhtone of voice, the verkgacan be given a deontic meaning of
COMPULSION or the epistemic meaning of a deducBREDICTION in any of these sentences, thus, coirfigm
that the auxiliary-ga can function alone as a modal auxiliary and cagsliedly combine with specific morphemes
to express modality. This is referred to as thephotonologically explicit forms of modality involg the use of

ga (Uchechukwu, 2011). The modal suffixes which theilzary verb —ga can combine with, according to
Uchechukwu (2011), are/siri, nata, tr, lili. He says that the auxiliary verlga and the suffixes are bonded
morphologically, e.gga ... lili, ga... nata

Examples from Uchechukwu (2011:53):

9 (i) Onicha:Q ga—- éli nata “lin afa
(i) IgbouzoQ ga— eli lili  “m o
(i) Mbieri: QO ga- eri rii “rm ah
(iv) Oboowo: 0 ga i riri W ah

V) Ishiadi: O ga i rii W ah
he AUX — eat — COMP food DET
‘he must eat that food.’
(vi) Ngwa: (a) I n- ga 1s it w ah
you PRF - AUX - COMP to eat food DET
‘you must eat that food’
(b) 0 n- oga 1s it ™ ah
slhe PRF - AUX - COMP to eat food DET
‘s/he must eat that food’

All the examples in (9), in the opinion of Ucheclhuk (2011), express deontic meaning of compulsiod an
obligation. The examples in (10) and (11) expreferént meanings.

10 (i) Onicha: Obi ga— an nata n' uno
(i) Igbouzo: Obi ga— an lili n  uno
(iii) Mbieri: Obi ga—- an 1ri n ulo
(iv) Oboowo: Obi ga- an 1 n  ulod
Obi AUX — be — COMP PREP house
v) Ishiadi: Obi ga— ino firi n ulo

Obi AUX —to be — COMP PREP house
‘Obi must be at home’

(vi) Ngwa: Obi n -ga- irr ino n ulo
Obi PRF AUX - COMP to be PREP house
‘Obi must be at home’

The examples in (10) express epistemic meanin@sdipility.

11 (i) Onicha: mmit ga— ez06 nata (n’anyas
(i) igbduzo:mmit ga— ezd i (0’ abal)
(i)  Mbiéri: mmifi ga— ezd i (0 abal)
(iv) Oboowo: mmif gd— ezd i (n’abal
water AUX —rain — COMP (PREP night)
(v) Ishiadi: mmirt ga — izo iri (' abai)

water AUX —to rain COMP (PREP night)
‘it must rain (in the night’



Nwigwe (2003:135):
(vi) Ngwa: O n- ga- is iba uchée
it PRF - AUX - COMP tobe Uche
‘it must be Uche’

The examples in (11) express epistemic meaningddictive speculation.

Just as noted by Uchechukwu (2011), it is notledl Yarious form for expressing modality in Igbotthave the
deontic and epistemic meanings. Some express o@yneaning. For exampleleghi anya/ike kwexpress only
the epistemic meaning of possibility. However tttieey express only one meaning does not preclueie from
expressing modality. That is why Nwigwe (2003) dgeve (2007) describe then as periphrastic modalg. B
Uchechukwu (2011) argues for their classificatiather as peripheral modals. This paper agreesWdttechukwu
(2011) since they are realized at the periphergldd agrees with him that the prototypical modalcture of the
Igbo language to be adopted for full spectrum afrdie and epistemic modal meanings should be théaingerbs
and the modal suffixes, but notes that the moddissare in two categories: the free modal auxilissbs and the
hyphenated modal auxiliary verbs. While the hyphetanodal auxiliary verbs on their own make no niegan
unless hyphenated to the main verb, egg the free modal auxiliary verbs can stand on tbein and still make
meaning irrespective of the main verb, enge ike

It is evident from the review that none of the psiidies includesie ik, ma and ka as forms for expressing
modality in Igbo. In the next section, these folans presented and analyzed.

3. Argument for the use ofsie ike, ma and ka to express modality in Igho

Few examples are presented below from where itdcbelconcluded whether or rgie ike, ma andka can be said
to express the two meanings expressed by modality.

3.1 sie iké ‘be capable/be strong/be able’

This is a verbal complex structure comprising freeb root/verbal suffix-sie/siri ‘have/be/able/ability to’ and the
nounike ‘power/strength’. When it functions as a main vettrtan be combined with any adjective. When used
express modalitysiri/sie is suffixed to the verb root and has a collocaildrond with the nouike.

12 ® Mmesoma si -ri ike
Mmesoma verb — rV suffix power
Mmesoma have (-rV suffix) power
‘Mmesoma is strong’

(i) Mmesoma si - nnukwu ke
Mmesoma verb root ( — rV suffix) Adj. pew
Mmesoma have (-rV suffix) much  power

‘Mmesoma is very strong’

(i) Mmesoma ji —sie ike, Omerie
Mmesoma hold — able — power, she conquers
‘if Mmesoma can be steadfast, she will conquer’

(iv) Mmesoma ga - sie ike, o ga -ahu ay
Mmesoma go- PART — quickly, PRO AUX — seegildy it/her/him
‘if Mmesoma will be fast, she will possibly se#er/him.’
In 12 (i) and (ii),siri functions as the main verb. It can combine withadjective. 12(iii) expresses deontic meaning
of ability, while 12(iv) expresses epistemic megniri possibility.

3.2 - ma ‘knows/ability to perform a task’

The vowel-ais not prefixed to the modal aux verlmaexcept wher-mais used to express a sense of negation and
is being preceded by a noun or plural pronounhis ¢ase, a homorganic vowaebr e will be prefixed to the main
verb in agreement with the rule of vowel harmonyjghbo.



13 Neche ma  akkwo
Lit. Neche knows book
‘Neche is intelligent’

‘ma’ plays the grammatical role of a verb in (18pastands on its own in the sentence. Apart fromgba verb, It
can be used to express modality. In this regahritbe inflected.

14, 0] 0 ma- ede ay
s/he NEG write PART it
‘s/he will not write it’

(i) 0 ma- ede ay
s/he AUX — write it
Lit. s/he knows how to write it

‘s/he can write it’

(i) Neche am ala eah
Neche AUX NEG — come PART tomorrow
‘Neche will not come tomorrow’

(iv) 0 ma anya ughboala
s/he knows drive PART vehicle
s/he knows how to drive a vehicle
‘s/he can drive a vehicle

v) o ma bal aé
s/he knows (ability) — to trade/to buy market
s/he is good at trading
‘s/he can trade’

(vi) 0 ma- enene une a
s/he AUX — NEG — write exam DET
‘s/he will not take the exam’

14(i) and (iii) express epistemic meaning of prédit 14(ii), (iv) and (v) express deontic meaniofability.
Finally, 14(vi) expresses deontic meaning of reffuSde effect of tone in differentiating the meagsn of
expressions that look alike is witnessed in 14{g &i).

-macan combine with certain modal suffixes to expmasslality. The suffixes ameata, riri andlil;. In this case, the
AUX and the suffix can be written together and tpegcede the main verb or the AUX is prefixed te timain verb,
while the suffix (COMP) follows. Just as Uchechuk({@®11) has noted in the case-gfg the auxiliary verb-ma
and the modal suffixes are ‘morphotonologicallyhbed.
15 () 0 ma-ejenata & taa

s/he AUX-NEG —go — COMP market today

‘s/lhe must not go to market today’

(i) Chinaza manata anyayboala
Chinaza AUX — COMP drive vehicle
Chinaza definitely knows how to drive a vehicle
‘Chinaza should know how to drive a vehicle’

@ii)  nnam malli nao pura
father my AUX — COMP that s/he leave — rV sufiRST
‘my father must be aware that s/he left’

(iv) Chinaza ma-ili ife meuni



Chinaza AUX — COMP something happened
‘Chinaza should know what happened’

15(i) expresses deontic meaning of blunt refusdlilev15(ii) and (iii) express deontic meanings bility and
permission respectively. 15(v) expresses epistemei@ning of possibility.

3.3 -ka ‘bigger than/should have/would have’
The morpheme-ka functions as marker for comparison and expressfagvents that should have taken place but
did not take place.
16 Neche ka Chinaza
Neche verb+adj Chinaza
‘Neche is bigger than Chinaza’

When-kais used to express modality in Igbo and it is pded by a subject NP or a plural pronoun, the vexaés
prefixed to it and a homorganic voweebr e is also prefixed to the main verb. In this cake,is not hyphenated to
the main verb, but stands on its own. Whé&ais preceded by a singular pronoun, vowals not prefixed to it and
it does not stand alone. It is rather hyphenatethéomain verb. The modal auxiliary verlsa can be inflected.
When inflected, the main verb it precedes will bets infinitive form. It can be used to expresghbdeontic and
epistemic meanings.

17 0] Nzube aka &b taa
Nzube AUX — come — PART today
‘Nzube would have come today’

(i) Nzibe ka ir ibla  taa
Nzube AUX —rV suffix to come today
‘Nzube would have come today’

(iii) Chijioke aka af ndl
Chijioké AUX remain PART life
‘Chijioké would have been alive’

(iv) Agha ki Ir inwe e@
Agha AUX —rV to have money
‘Agha would have had money’

(v) NzUbe ka 1r iicha ya
Nzube AUX —rV suffix to finish work it
‘Nzube would have been able to finish it’

(vi) Adaobi aka ad na- aga atawo
Adaobi AUX remain PART AUX —go PART book
‘Adaobi should have been going to school’

(vi)  Adaobi ka i idi na- aga aldewo
Adaobi AUX —rV suffix to remain AUX —go PART bko
‘Adaobi should have been going to school’

(vii) m ka- ed ya
Ist PERS. SING. AUX — write — PART it
‘i would have written it’

17(i, ii & viii) express deontic meaning of certginl17(iii & iv) express epistemic meaning of pdskty. 17(v)
expresses deontic meaning of ability. Finally, 1&(wii) express deontic meaning of permission.

Summary and conclusion



This paper set out to answer a question on whetheke, maandka could be used to express modality in Igbo. Past
works on modality in Igbo were reviewed in ordemtaw insight on the nature of modality in the laage. Also,
data were presented showing instances of the apipiicofsie ike, maandka. The data were analysed to bring out
the deontic and epistemic meanings in them. Thdteeeveal that the morphema&s ike, maandka can be used to
express modality in Igbo in addition to their primdunctions. The paper classifies the forms fopressing
modality in Igbo into four: the peripheral, egleghi anyalike kwethe modal auxiliary verbs, e.gwe ike the
hyphenated modal auxiliary verbs, egg-, ka- andma- and the modal suffixes, egawuy sieike.

It can be concluded that this paper has answeredubstion earlier posed and that in addition éoftiims earlier
identified for expressing modality in Igbsie ike, ma andka can be used to express modality in Igho. Modality i
Igbo could be grouped into the core and the pergdh&@he core modals express the bipartite meanindsontic
and epistemic and are syntactically housed in itifie while the peripheral modal express only onehd modal
meanings.
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