Effects of Divorce on Igbo African Children
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Abstract:

Marriage among the Igbo of Nigeria is a rite of gsge which everyone, man or woman must undergo
once or more in a life time. When a girls passedatye of “whose daughter the Igbo say, she gdteto
age of whose wife.” It is same to a boy who hasegtimough adolescence rites of passage after which
beautiful maidens will be making attempts to be ¢tli®sen one. To the Igbo, marriage is for life.
Unfortunately, for one reason or the other, soméplas are seen getting divorced. The question sow i
where was the love before marriage? What is the &dtsuch separated family? It beats people’s
imagination that two would come together to makigdobn all to abandon such product of theirs to the
mercy of hardship. The study was carried out irolignd of Nigeria in Africa. The Igbo people bekev

to have migrated from among the Jews are lovershidiren. Abandoning their children to suffer is a
taboo which their ancestors frown at. Unfortunately a result of Western influence, they seem have
shifted from their traditional life to practice whthey learnt from the white man hence the enormous
problems facing them. In view of this, the papéedrto highlight the causes of divorce among the
couples and the consequences of such misdeedsstudetherefore suggests that couples shouldly a
settle whatever differences that may arise in thngirriage so as to avoid abandoning the produittedf
marriage to waste and become a problem to worldepea
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In the process of Igho African rites of passagerdlgets a stage in one’s life time where one feeted

to perform a rite of separation from adolescenad iaitiation into adulthood. The rite is celebrateyl
male and female with different nomenclatures. Tames vary according to locality in Igbo land. Among
Omabala Igbo, the rite for female is calledezi while other parts of Igbo land especially; the laral
Abia areas know it asumgbede. This is for grown up girls and it is a rite whichmther performs for
her daughter to appreciate her for keeping heinitygtill the time her age mates are ripe for nege. It

is a ceremony whereby the girls are prepared foriage. It is therefore a ceremony after which @it
start to come for the girls of their choices. Sames when a girl gets married before the turn ofdye
mates to perform the rite, the husband has to fitw her in conjunction with the mother. In thisseathe
girl is honored for not bring shame to the famiynong the Igbo people of Africa, it is a thing ofyjfor

a female child to preserve her virginity for whoraewthat may become her husband even if she is
betrothed to a man.



On the other hand, before a male child could be abe taken as a man among the Igbo, he performs
the rite of separation from adolescence and tkeofitnitiation into adulthood. These rites are twmne

rite known agba mmanw, jma akwaor jwa akwadepending on the dialect area of Igbo. It is atftés

rite that a male child is set to join or form agadg through which one gets involved in the affairs
one’s community. During or after this ceremony, @expected to begin to look for a marriageabitke gi
Christian Holy Book, The Bible says, “... a man sHallve his father and mother and be joined to his
wife, and the two shall become one flesh. So theyna longer two, but one flesh” (Matt, 19:5'qGen;
3:24Y, when a boy gets a girl and they agree to marti tie consent of their parents, they undergo
several rites of union according to Igbo culturewn asichp oku, ije okuwor igba nkvu.

Contraction of marriage between a man and a womanotithe business of the two persons alone but the
business of families of parties, their friends &mtred. This is why the Igbo people take theirdito
make inquiries concerning personalities of eithiethe couple to be and history of each family. tn s
doing, once the marriage consummated, the ladyasoied is not owned only by the man she is married
to but by the entire family and relations of thenm&he is therefore calledvunye m (my wife) by
everyone from the man’s extended family. She bedaigne to the man only on bed. At the same time,
all persons from the extended family of the brickl] the mangge m (my in-law). This is to say that
Igbo family expands with contraction of one mareagy the other which makes it unique. Any child ou
of this marriage is also owned by all and traingdlb hence the Igbo say thaiva by nwa gra (child is
owned by all). It is surprising that despite theating capacity of one marriage, it is also capatie
disintegrating a people for life. Disintegratiomuss in when the love that exists between a husaadd
wife goes sour causing divorce. Many things contglio souring love and divorce.

Causes of Divorce:

Contrary to Western concept and reasons for masriafricans especially the Igbo of Nigeria get into
marriage with sole aim of procreating in order &wvéra hire. They know that it is only when a mad an
woman are in contact sexually that they may prdereBhey therefore frown at hearing that a man is
married to a fellow man or a woman being married fellow woman as found and recognized in some
Western nations. In same vain also, they are agaiman making himself a eunuch as obtainable among
Catholic Priests. They see the practice of the @liathPriests as a temptation to God’s injunction to
mankind thus: “Go ye unto the world and procreé@firistian Holy Book). From the above citation, one
may understand that either of the couple doesejoice if he or she finds out that his or her partis
infertile as infertility of one of the couple amdsaro deficient in procreating. “The divorce wasiged by
many years of things that | did wrong. | was nagjomd husband. My own insecurities meant not being
able to show love to my wife” (Paul R. Amato andnide Previti): Expectation of relatives from a
couple for pregnancy within three months of maseiag high. After three months and no pregnancy in
view, the couple, their parents, relatives andnfiie become apprehensive. Either side of the in-laws
immediately starts to trade blames on either ofdbaple for the delay or misfortune. Some may start
going to inquire for the cause of the delay throdgiination or a seer. When solution is not fortimrag,
divorce sets in.

Among the Igbo people of Nigeria, there are certiteria that people consider in giving out their
children in marriage. Some of these criteria ame Ihidegroom’s family’s wealth, their farm lands,
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societal status or hierarchy, etc. These critemiénd initial inquiries could not properly be obiad and

the marriage contracted. Goode (1956) found thgh Hstatus divorcees tended to report personality
problems and conflict over values as reasons favrde, whereas low status divorcees tended to trepor
lack of economic support from their former husbah@e needs to understand that in some marriages
especially in Africa, are not based on love rathreconviction from an agent that the spouse tcslvécee,

from good family and other good qualities. Of cayrsne may understand that one man’s meat may be
another’s poison. And so, later, when the lady dimadit that what she was told about the man is not
exactly what he is, there looms trouble which letddivorce. On this note, perhaps for these regson
wives are more likely than husbands to initiateodie (Albrecht, Bahr, & Goodman, 19835 00de,
1956/ Kitson, 1993).

In some marriages, there are too much gap betweeage of the man and that of the woman. In the old
time, it was normally the man giving the woman maegrs ahead. There are cases where a man could
marry a daughter of his female age mate. Whatnttdans is that the man may older than the girls with
about twenty five to thirty five years. An instanwas the case of Nigerian former President who %@as
years when he married his last wife who was 17syeltt was giving her a gap of 53 years. Sometimes i
the past, a Northern Nigerian Governor who was aB8years, got married to a 13 year old Egyptian
girl. This type of marriage is meant to keep thm@gnan alive but that does not happen becaush,auc
younger girl definitely would not be satisfied saly by the weak old man. In such a situation, giré
likes to meet her male age mates outside or evehinvthe husband’s house whom she enjoys sex with.
Of course, she may not continue having sex in bidind so, likely to initiate divorce. One undergign
the reason for this as long time’'s marriage is saiguffer disruption when ones’ spouse gets oatsid
marriage sex partner.

Associated with the above is a situation where & ©@uld not meet the demands of the wife. The
demands could be fiscal, behavioral or sexual. ngeti (1966) found that low-Socio-economic status
divorced individuals complained about financial ideans, physical abuse, and drinking, whereas high-
Socio-economic status divorced individuals comgdimbout lack of love and excessive demands from
their spouse$.Some of these are unusual demands which someeghamomen which should not be,
making to their husbands and not meeting thosesléglagl woman into unholy acts. An unholy act in
marriage is infidelity. Goode’s (1956) researcheaed that complaints of infidelity, drinking, attte
general quality of home life increased with dunatmf marriage, whereas complaints about personality
and value conflict decreasé&t.

With respect to perceived causes of divorce, wormgpear to be more likely than men to refer to
relational or emotional issues, such as basic ysihaps and incompatibility (Cleek & Pearson, 1985),
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former spouses’ personalities (Kitson, 1982&nd a general lack of love (Levinger, 1966Former
wives also are more likely than former husbandsefer to a cluster of negative partner behaviors,
including physical abuse, emotional abuse, substase, going out with “the boys,” and neglect afhleo
and children (Bloom, Niles, & Tatcher, 1985Cleek & Pearson, 1985;Kitson, 1992%° Levinger,
1966 7). Emotional and moral stability is very importamtmarriage. In every society, there are men who
excessively drink, indulge in hard drugs, engagexima marital sex, abuse and bully their spouses.
same time, such people do not take proper careeofamily. They would rather stay out late. Not man
women could endure these kinds of attitude aseiadis frustration. Some psychiatric patients, whaha
been examined, tested positive to being victinthefunholy behaviors of their spouses.

Among the Igbo, a wife is expected to manage threéhdn managing the home, she has to take care of
the family by making sure that the children do lagk any thing; making sure that the husband aed th
children do not go hungry and be sure of the naatnaf the household. If a wife lacks these
characteristics, even the entire extended familyhef husband will join hands in getting her packing
where she never steps on the sand of the famiipagarespondent informed this study that he $éat
wife packing because she did not know how to peepagood soup. He narrated how his mother-in-law
came to their house during his wife's period of lesgre and preparednugbu (bitter leaf) soup (a
popular type of soup among the Igbo of Nigeriahwdbmplete chicken parts and yet, the soup couid no
be eaten by any one. It was embarrassing indeetlibethough, the soup is known as bitter leadsies
good and it was expected to taste better with emgharts still, the expectation was not met. Assault

of that and the wife’s other dirty characteristibe, got another wife for himself and divorced thetf
This was why the Igbo normally say that a good midould only get her husband through stomach. It i
so in that by preparing good edibles for one’s sppa husband never eats outside his house.

In contrast, men, more often than women, blamediverce on external factors, such as work or
problems with in-laws (Kitson, 1998: evinger, 1966). Some mother-in-laws do constitute parasites on
the son-in-laws’ purse. It is a problem when youran tries to have a settle home by getting matcead
maiden but could not comprehend the amount of ddméeing experienced on daily bases from his
wife’s relations. A male divorcee in a responsea tguestion, said that he separated with his wietdu
strange character he started noticing in his wifmediately his mother-in-law left their house famte
after her visit to them during his wife’s period erficlosure gmugwo). He said that his wife’s attitude
changed immediately her mother left; that he didkmow that while she stayed with her mother as he
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was away for work, the mother tutored her on somiebehaviours and she never considered the love
they have for each other and tried to practice vehat was taught. He queried, “... how could | have
ignored her since we have been living peacefully laappily before her mother’s visit.” He said, drd

her packing and initiated for divorce since sheldowt realize my move to show her love and sHedai

to understand.” “I am sure | did not marry to dine’ said.

The life course perspective (Elder, 1984 with its emphasis on the timing and duration wérgs,
incorporates factors such as age at marriage, idnraf marriage, and the presence of children. With
respect to age at marriage, individuals who marryoanger ages tend to report more marital problems
and experience a greater risk of divorce than iddals who marry at older ages (Bumpass et al.,
1991¥". Problems that lead to divorce among married ewpligbo decent have been traced to early
marriage being practiced in Igbo land. There atetbns where a baby girl is born and a familgrid to

the parents of the baby girl would go and betrbthliaby girl to their own son who also is a mifidrey

two families would then be exchanging gifts andtsjsrelating on behalf of the minors as in-lawk ti
they grew up. At about 11 or 12 years of age, thidlyget married without their consent. A respontden
whose mother married a baby of 7years old wherowis age was 12 narrated how he thought that the
girls married for him, was his sister. He came oW her as his wife when she came up to 12 and the
mother wanted them to start having sex. He could®lieve his mother, he said. He said that
immediately, the love he had for her as his sidbetinished. Because of the wrong perception thel ha
for their relationship, they could not stay longaasouple and divorced. This is why White (199))ssa
With respect to duration of marriage, divorces oanoare often in the early rather than the lateryed
marriage. Consequently early divorces are disptapately due to the discovery of basic
incompatibility, conflict in values, and personglitlashes*Nevertheless, Paul R. Amato and Denise
Previti say that couples in marriages of long daraface challenges (such as raising children, dmre
with the relationship, and gradually diverging netgts and attitudes) that differ from those of vitlials

in marriages of short duration.

Some girls are married to deities without knowihgin contracting such marriage, such a girl and he

people are deceived into thinking that the girlissiband is the Priest to the deity. Sometimes, the
unsuspecting lady may not even know that the makisg her hands in marriage is a priest to a deity.
And so, it is not easy to know this because thespis in charge of giving babies. However, whenéwe

girl or her people find out, divorce is the onlyian left for them.

Prior studies indicate that education and incoro#itate marital success (Voydanoff, 1991 Education
promotes more effective communication between asjphus helping them to resolve differences. In
contrast, the stress generated by economic hartsltgases disagreements over finances, makesespous

% Elder,G. H., Jr. (1994). Time, agency, and social change: Perspectives on the life course. Social Psychology
Quarterly, 57, 5-15.
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irritable, and decreases expressions of emotiamgiart (Conger et al., 199¢) These days in Igbo land,
education and or economic wealth of either partnemarriage serves as facilitator to any marriage
contract. However, it was observed that many die@mases arose as a result of loss of job by oriegrar
whose economic down turn could not allow him or ¢antribute to the up keep of the family. According
to a respondent who is a divorcee, “l initiatecaaecof divorce against my husband for his renefyorg

his promise to pay for my higher education tillraduate while he was trying to make me believe 'him.
Becker (1991) argued that people generally haveeifapt information about their partners during
courtship but learn substantially more about thpauses after marriage.

Many men have deceived their women whom the mabréedd on such promises. One may understand
that many women do not belong to the kitchen ad kgiNigerian President Buhari (2016), “My wife
belongs to my kitchen and to my bed room and otbems.” Gone are days when women are called
oriaku. Those who belonged to this group of women suffevbeén their husbands passed away. As a
result of this, some women have divorced their foelkeeping them at home.

In fact, reasons for divorce cannot be exhaustednim paper. However, one needs to know that one
pertinent thing in marriage is love, true love. kiage crumbles where the base is not on love. \We no
come to the problem of early marriage or forcedriage as practiced among the cultural groups of
Northern Nigeria. In the Northern part of Nigerigpecially among the Muslims where marriage is by
force, divorce comes easy. A lady forced into nagei runs away once she is let out of the captor
compound with a serious guard. A similar case to€fd marriage is marriage by inducement due to
charm. A respondent fro@mabala area of Igbo land could not hold his emotiben he was responding
to a question posed to him. He told a story of Hmsvfriend’s mother lured him into marrying hertlas
daughter. He said, | was deceived into believireg the girl loved me. | did not know that the woman
used charm on her daughter and because | did nut teadisrupt the long relationship | have already
established with the family, | foolishly enteredarthe short lived marriage. The study understdad t
the woman in question charmed the young girl intarig her son’s friend and though, the charm did no
actually affect the girl as found from her behasitowards the man, she continued confusing the man
into believing that the girl's character would chanafter wedding. This couldn’t be hence, the
dissolution of their marriage after a year.

Effects of Divorce on the Products of such marriage

Marriage in traditional Africa especially among thgho is for life, even if the couple is unhappy
especially when the marriage is blessed with childhough, personal happiness of an individualasem
important than putting up with a bad marriage. Nthadess, when the centre could not hold for the
couple, they part ways which doe none of them aodglt has been a saying among the Igbo people of
Nigeria that by steadily urinating in a particufaint at a time, ones urinal is liable to foam (@akvo
nwamri onu o ghoo ufufu). In other words, united we win the war or we mpkegress. For instance, in a
football match where there is coordination amore tdkam, victory is surely theirs but in disarrdeyt

will lose a match. This is the reason why the Idd@ieve that no one person is capable of giving a
complete training to a child in a family.

In an ideal Igbo traditional family, everyone hatuaction to perform in building up a family espaity
in bringing up children who are the joy of makindaanily. The Christian Holy Book, the Bible says,
bring up the child in a better way and he will gropvwith it. It is a known fact that a child is ambrella

2 Conger. D., Elder. H., Lorenz, F. O., Conger K. Simons, R. L., Whitbeck, L. B., et al. (1990). kiing
economic hardship to marital quality and instapilitournal of Marriage & the Family, 52, 643-656.
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of the parents. He is an asset. He stands as aupneim one’s life assurance. That is why childlegs
couples do not rest till they get solution to thehildlessness. They can go to any length in seafch
solution to their problems. The woman is readyrinlkdurine, feaces, or any other rubbish offeretid¢o

by a herbalist so far as she is assured of gettieg her bareness. Not being able to make chiligréoo
embarrassing to couples of Igbo decent. And sonveheouple is blessed with any, they do not play in
giving them proper training.

However, one needs to know that in a situationrigfes, the condition of the fruits of the marridge
never better than that of the grass where two algghfight. It was understood that in a traditiolglo
family, going out to fetch food for the family, wése responsibility of the man alone whereas mangagi
all that the man has brought into the family wastteenwoman’s hands. For those who were farmers, if
the woman would help in the farm work, it woulddody in weeding the farm and during harvesting; and
this is only when she is not pregnant. Every ottead job is for the man.

The study observed that training of the male cisilduite different from that of the female chilchi¥ is
because it is not all needs or problems of the feriaild that the father knows and solves diredtlys

also not all the problems of the male child tha thother knows and solves directly. The man has a
responsibility he handles alone for the male chitdas the mother has for the female children.

Now, as the Global society changes, the Igbo spdgenot an island. It changes too with the family
structure changing whereby both man and woman aondkeach contributes to the up keep of the family.
However, when trouble sets in and divorce initiathé children’s life dwindles. The effect is nolima
great on children of broken family. In concert witis, Patrick F. Fagan and Aaron Churchill Janudry
2012 say, each year, over a million American ckitldsuffer the divorce of their parents. Divorcesesu
irreparable harm to all involved, but most espégial the childrerf®

It was understood that when a husband and wifeadftional Igbo family separate, the woman takes th
children and train them in her own father’s houisgking them to her father’'s house does not mean tha
they will cease to be the man’s children. What lesyspis that the man who may start living his lifighw
another woman, does not care about the childrargthahey continue to bear the man’s name.

As mentioned earlier in this study that providdhtidausband and wife each has a responsibility in
bringing up the children, when the whole respotitigs rest on the woman alone, she could only
perform those duties that a woman could do forctitdlren and leave the aspect that should have been
done by the man. These responsibilities that shbalé been done but left undone due to absence of a
man make the children improperly trained. A resfgor, who is a child of divorced parents, confessed
that because he did not experience fatherly tartueecould not behave like a man due to his magher’
soft handling. He said that his mother does noed¢aam when they do wrong like they see childreth wi
fathers being flogged for misbehaving accordingctdtural way of training children. In view of the
respondent’s narratives, the student understoodthygbo say thatkita nwaany zuru na-atakp akwa
okuko (a dog trained by a woman that eats hen’s egght\Wtis means is that though divorce “... might
be shown to benefit some individuals in some irttligl cases, over all it causes a temporary deciease
an individual's quality of life and puts some “ondawnward trajectory from which they might never
fully recover.

*® patrick F. Fagan and Aaron Churchill (January 11,23. The Effects of Divorce on Children. Marri Rasch
Marriage & Religion Research Institute
?_paul R. Amato, “The Consequences of Divorce for Adults and Children,” Journal of Marriage and Family 62

(2000): 1269.



In the course of this study, a respondent toldbeysif his experience with a harlot in city in Nige He
narrated how he was driving late in the night anthe across a lady standing by the road side. She
flagged him down and he stopped to ask her in. Wihengot into the car and he drove off, he asked he
why she was standing where he collected her aldeeresponse was that she has no place to stdneas s
was visitor. The man said that he took her to loisse and showed her way to his bathroom where she
had shower. According him, the girl might have estpd that he had intention of having canal knowdedg
of her but she was wrong because instead of thdtjdd to help her. He asked her, “What do yodado

a living?” she answered, “Nothing.” Then, why a@uyin the city where you do not know anyone? He
asked. She responded, “... just to look for helpdinte no help came, | stood where you met me tif see

| could have a man to sleep with” The man thergdttd inquire of her parents and relations butditie’t
mince words to tell the man that she was a victira broken family; that the dad divorced her mother
who could not take care of her. She cursed thespghat had impregnated her mother. Due to this ¢fpe
hatred arising from a victim of divorce case, PRulAmato and Juliana M. Sobolewski, say, “Divorce
also permanently weakens the family and the refaliip between children and parerffs.”

In another situation, an interviewee regrettedalsions that led to divorce action against him ksyex-
wife. He said that he would have committed suicitter having sexual intercourse with a lady he atet
hotel whom he later through interrogation found tfze was his own blood given to him by his former
wife. According to the respondent, his former wifas pregnant for him before they got divorce the
product of which he had sex with.

It was observed that divorce sometimes; dividengilfainto warring parties. In a community in Anarabr
State of Nigeria, a story was told how a quarrelvben couples brought division among the children.
The couple had four children who got involved ipittparents’ quarrel. The children sided their ptge
equally; two for each parent; one boy and oneeagidh. When they finally divorced, each set of that t
supported each parent, went and lived with thenoraaogly. It continued till date. Surprisingly, wie
any of the parents passed away, each set orgathiedalirial ceremony alone without the other saghRi
now, according to respondent, it remains two ofdhikdren because the two parents have died aneétwo
the children, one from each side have also passay still, the remaining two are had to be recattil
As if Paul Amato, professor of sociology at Penmagia State University knew this family, he said:
divorce leads to “disruptions in the parent-chathtionship, continuing discord between former Sgsuy
loss of emotional support, economic hardship, amdnarease in the number of other negative life
events.? They are not even in good talking terms.

It was also observed that divorce cause the chiltbebe sexually promiscuous. It frequently leaals t
destructive conflict management methods, diminisk@zial competence and for children, the early loss
of virginity, as well as diminished sense of masttyl or femininity for young adults*This is because
such children lack full parental care. Sometimegs either what they learn from which parent tisegy
with. The Igbo say thaine ewu na-ata agbara, nwa ya na-ele ya anyan’' That is to say that when a
sheep eats a scratching leaves, the lamb watchesduh. In other words, when a mother or fathezsdo
evil thing he or she should not forget that thddrkn are watching and learning from them. Divorce
leads separated parents to start see outside awhe&h they do in the presence of their childndro
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learn from them. In doing so, the children alsalfinhard to lead a happy married life when thegwgr
up. For that reason, the Igbo do avoid marriagt wlhitildren of divorcees for fear of getting invalvim
broken homes.

The Igbo believe that if a child of a divorcee findimself or herself in a high position, he coutd do
well. The reason is that they are most times, amatly unstable judging from their background. They
believe that divorce destroys a society in the esdahat each of the divorcees belongs to a family,
community and the society at large. Their unstéifdeof course, affects everyone around them which
affects the entire society.

Conclusion

Marriage is not what one should wake up in the nmgrand gets oneself into. It involves maturity ben
the Igbo idea that before a male child should benagld to take a wife, he should first of all be aiva
dog, a got or any domestic animal to tame. Thistjm@is to examine the boy’s ability to be patiefith

a woman and be able to feed her. The reason ightbdgbo associate the woman'’s disturbing tenderly
attitude with those of domestic animal and so, wko¢hat would properly take care of those animals,
could also take care of a wife. That one shoulddtlng stories of having divorced a wife or a wife
divorcing him is really annoying among the Igboviaw of the implications on the children. Childrare

the umbrella to any parent and so, divorce for ednat reason does much harm to the children and the
parents as well. In any dicorce case, in as muctheashildren are at the receiving end in the first
instance, the parents of course, do not find ihfuat the old age. This is because as the Ighodveay
thatag a kpro nne na-emetuta nwa y&n other words, hatred for mother is always tfamed to the
children. When the children discover that theirhéat hates them, it creates deep wound in their
relationship with their father hence their abandentof their father at old age.

It is on this note that this study wants to sayt tili@orce is an evil wind that blows no one good.
Therefore it is advised that anyone trying to matmguld look before he lips. Marriage is not andusth
not be a daily business and therefore it callefaturance at least for the protection of the chiidr
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