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Abstract

Igbo anthroponyms or Igbo personal names have &teelied in line with numerous linguistic and cudtiur
themes of the Igbo language observable in theilcktres and meanings. Thus, they have been studied
along: sociocultural themes, morphosemantic thenstgjctural themes, phonosemantic themes,
sociolinguistic themes, among others. With regamsstructural themes, authors assert that Igbo
anthroponyms are embodiments of the grammaticattstre of the Igbo language. This assertion has
provoked various studies aimed at analysing thengratical structures of the Igbo language in situ in
Igbo anthroponyms. To mention just a few, Ubahakd@81) and Agbo (2014) have studied Igbo
anthroponyms with regards to structures and coedutiat they are made up of the grammar of the
language. The present study is therefore anotheotsht proving with facts that Igbo names are
embodiments of the grammar of the language. ltdeswon analysing the structure and meaning of Igbo
anthroponyms in line with agentive and gerundivitgpas of Igbo nominalisation. In achieving thigtal
were collected through various literatures on Iglames, unstructured interview of the bearers oh suc
names as well as through introspection, becauseeigarcher is a native speaker of the language. Th
data analysis is purely descriptive. The study agottier things found out that nominals derived from
Igbo verb stem serves as Igbo anthroponyms. Thdy stancludes by reaffirming the assertion that the
understanding of the structure of Igbo personal egngives the individual clues to the grammatical
structures of the Igbo language.
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Abbreviations and conventions employed

N; = First noun of a noun-noun phrase or asseeianstruction
N>, = Second noun of a houn-noun phrase or assgeibinstruction
AgenM = Agentive nominal forming morpheme

Ger.N = Gerundive nominal forming morpheme

PA.RED = Partial reduplication



FL.RED = Full reduplication
VS = verb stem
\{B = verb base

N = Archi morpheme representing a high tone Inaedix
O = Archi morpheme representing a low tone vawvefix
Pat. = Patient
> = becomes

Pref. = Vowel Prefix

Introduction

Names are as important to the Igbo people as thedfia child, as parents usually incorporate in
the names they give to their children their lifepesiences, circumstances surrounding the birtrhef t
child as well as their life expectations from théldren (Onumajuru, 2016). The Igbo people makeafse
names as means of identification of individualscpb, thought and things. In addition to servingas
means of identification, Igbo names are regardedoasl values or virtues of the Igbo society. Thus,
Mmadike (2014: 11) citing (Obeng, 2001, and Agyek2®06) remarks that “... any human being that
does not have a name is not regarded as a propsrhbeing” in Igbo, Africa or any human society.
Apart from being soaked with culture content ancanmiegs, Igho names are also embodiment of the
grammar of Igbo language. For instance, Ubahakw8l(lwas among the pioneer works that drew the
attention of authors to the study of the gramméastactures of Igbo personal names where he steges
that the “... analysis of the structure of Igbo peedcmames might be a more practical and simplerafay
analysing the structure of the Igbo language” (il8d@). Since Ubahakwe’s (1981) suggestion, Igbo
authors have taken turns in looking at Igbo antbngms in relation to the different observable
grammatical structures of the Igbo language foumrithése names.

Based on available literature, studies have foltbwbahakwe (1981) in shedding more light on
the structure of the Igbo personal names in ralatm Igbo language grammar. Such studies include
Onukawa’s (1998) anthropolinguistic study of Igbarket-day anthroponyms and (1999a) investigation
of the significance of the verb “-kwe” (agree, cem§ in the structure of some Igbo names. Also,
Maduagwu (2010) carried out a morpho-semantic aimlpf Igbo personal names. Agbo (2014)
highlighted the different causativizing morphemeshie structure of Igbo name3thers include, Ezenwa-
Ohaeto (2015) who unravelled the grammatical pocd<lipping in the structure of Igbo names. And
Onumajuru (2016) conducted a semantic and pragmaétysis of Igbo names.

The present study, unlike the previous ones, seelearry out a descriptive analysis of Igbo
anthroponyms in relation to three patterns of Iglbminalization. This is important because the prese
study identifies with the position that Igbo nanaes carriers of the grammar of Igbo language. Algio
earlier related studies on the structure of Ighsqeal names such as: Ubahakwe (1981), Onukaw#,(199
1999a), Maduagwu (2014) and Onumajuru (2016), relédnighlighted various nominal structures as
captured in Igbo anthroponyms from different poiotssiew. However, available records show that this
article is the first of such works to attempt tmalgsis of how the agentive and gerundive pattefrigho
nominalization are captured in the Igho personaiem

Igbo anthroponyms or personal names are Igbo ngiaes to human beings or to individuals or
persons. They include forenames, surnames andntitlees. It is important to note that some of these
nominalized names are forenames, surnames (onyfaaihes), as well as title names. In Igbo, while ti
names are given to the bearers as a form of hamwoexXtra ordinary accomplishments, forenames are
names given to individuals at birth. For the préséundy, Igbo personal names and Igbo anthroporayms
used interchangeably.

In linguistics, the grammatical name used to raferthe morphological process of deriving
nominal from verb and other classes of lexical geim termed nominalization (cf. Anagbogu 1990,
Adéniyi 2010, Udemmadu 2012, etc.). Other wordselasas mentioned include: verb, adverb, adjective,
preposition, conjunctions, interjection. On theeasthiand, nominals are referred to all the outcoofes



“verb derivational morphology” (Emenanjo 2015: 2Bar Emenanjo (2015), nominalisation can be used
to explain all the grammatical processes that tesaolthe creation of nouns or nominal. Furthermore
Emenanjo identifies five different sources of noatisation in Igbo (Emenanjo 2015: 290). However,
with regards to derived nominal in Igbo, the vezlnains the only word class in the language fromravhe
nominals are derived. Thus, Nwachukwu (1983:18)cidless Igbo language as a “verb language”.
Therefore, this study shows that some Igbo anthmgms have the structure of agentive and gerundive
nominalisation patterns of the grammar of Igho lsayge.

Igbo language is the name of the language of the fpople, who are the original inhabitants of
the five states of the present South East Nigeamely: Anambra, Abia, Ebonyi, Enugu and Imo. Apart
from the South East states, Igho speakers aresekso in some parts of Rivers, and Delta statea Igb
language is one of the Igboid groups of languadekeoNiger-Congo language family of Africa. Itas
agglutinating language as well as a tone langulgs. agglutinating because in Igbo there are clear
morpheme boundaries in Igbo morphology. That iy, etra morpheme introduces new meaning to the
existing word in Igbo language. Igbo is a tone leage with three basic distinctive tones namelyhhig
tone, low tone and down step tone. For the analgsibe present work, there are no emphases on tone
marking; rather they are used to distinguish idehtiexical items. However, for the literature @i
authors’ examples were represented exactly the tway are (with regards to tone marking) in the
referenced material.

This study is significant because it lends credandée assertions by Igbo scholars that IPNs are
full grammatical structures of the Igbo languagddbakwe 1981). It is also significant because It wi
provoke further studies on other grammatical prigerof the Igbo language found in Igbo personal
names. This work will contribute to the cross lirggic grammatical study of nominalization as wedl a
Igbo language studies at large. The researchersoaf@ent that the study will inspire further sieslon
Igbo nominalization and anthroponmys.

The organization of the study is as follows: Settioe (1) is the introduction and section two (2)
is the literature review. While section three (8uses the methodology, section four (4) presemtsitha
for analysis. Finally, section five (5) is the suamnof the findings and conclusion.

Literature review

Igbo anthroponyms have been discussed from diffgreimts of view. In the present study, Igho
personal names are seen as full grammatical stasctf the Igbo language (Ubahakwe 1981, Ezenwa-
Ohaeto 2015, etc.). Following Ubahakwe’s (1981)lijsakion, the study of Igho anthronyms in relation
the grammatical structure of Igbo language haven lidegreat concern to scholars. Thus, the following
works are very important to the present researdmahdkwe (1981)Qnukawa (1998) and (1999a),
Maduagwu (2010) and Onumajuru (2016).

Ubahakwe (1981) investigated Igbo personal narheg, structure and meaning. The objective of
the work is to study the structures of the Igbospeal names and the meaning surrounding the studied
names. The data for the study were collected frbmpaats of the Igbo speaking area of South Eastern
Nigeria and were analyzed through a descriptivéyaisa Ubahakwe (1981) among other things found out
that Igbo personal names are in the form of seete@nd phrases, such that the single word of Igho
personal names are the shortened forms of longessians. Also, he discovered six different striegiof
Igbo language grammar in Igbo personal nhames namelyn phrase, positive statements, negation,
guestions, requests and complex sentences. Ubalwakegkides that:

The structure of Igbo personal names may be saidotwtitute a minimum grammar of the

language. There is a close relationship betweersttiueture of indigenous Igbo personal names

and the grammar of the language because the fapperars to be a practical and very interesting
way of presenting the latter not only to the flsiguage speaker but also to the foreign learner of

the language. (1981:120).

Ubahakwe’s work is similar with the present studyni the perspective of structural analysis of Igbo
personal names in relation to the grammar of theydage. What the present study intends to do



differently is to unravel the different patterns Igbo nominalization in the structure of Igbo peralo
names. This, to the best of the researchers’ krimelés not captured in Ubahakwe’s work.

Onukawa (1998) looked at the anthropolinguistics staflyjgbo market day anthroponyms. The
objective of the study is to undertake an in-ddjpthuistic and anthropological analysis of Igbo kedr
day names. With regards to linguistic analy§isukawa highlighted the structural composition of Igho
market-day names and as such states that this gfauggmes are usually associative constructionsemad
up of two nominal noun phrases (NPs). He furthglars that the meaning behind the two nouns is tha
of "N of the type associated withNEmenanjo 1978: 35) as cited @mukawa (1998: 8). That is, the;N
is the noun referring to the market-day in the remghere N is the first noun and Nthe second noun.
Another grammatical phenomenon in the structurégbb market-day names highlighted @mykawa
(1998) is the case of bound nominals. He illustrdateat sometimes the first nouns (hencefort), ade
made up nominals that cannot exist independentliyont being compounded to other nominals (ibid: 9).
Thus, the case dOko (human male), Mgb (human female) and Anyfhuman female animate) as.N
Lastly, Onukawa’s work also provides insights into morphophmoits interaction as one of the properties
of Igbo language in his explanation on some phagiotd adjustments the vowels of the second noun
(henceforth, M) undergoes during the compounding of &hd N to form Igbo market-day names.
Although, Igbo nominalisation involves associataanstruction of nominal (noun phrase structure) jus
like Onukawa (1998), but whereas Onukawa centers on asisgctavo lexical nouns (underived nouns),
the present study concentrates on cases where the tie noun-noun associative constructions are
mostly derived from the verb.

Onukawa (1999) investigated the significance of thebvékwe’ in Igbo personal names. The
purpose of the study is to discuss the centrafitpkwukwe’ (agreement) in Igbo culture as seerigbo
‘kwe’ names. AlthoughOnukawa’s (1999a) study was not centred on the strectd these personal
names, he however, highlights the grammatical m®oé desententialisation as eminent in the differe
structures of ‘kwe’ group of Igbo personal nam@sukawa explains that Igbo ‘kwe’ names are derived
through desententialised conditional, factitivegatéve, and interrogative sentences. For ‘kwe’ name
from conditional and negative sentences, the negaiid conditional markers in the source senteaes
deleted leaving behind the subject and the ‘kwebveot, while for factitive and interrogative sentes
the entire sentence is usually nominalised. Faaimt®,Qnukawa explains that (1) below is the source of
‘kwe’ name in (2).

(1) ‘o buru na chickwe’ [ndu/oganiihu/akunatbal
it be that chi agree [life.activator/prospéwealth]
‘Let the chi agree  [to the life activdpoosperity/wealth]

(2) ‘Chikwe’ (Let the chi agree)

But in the ‘kwe’ name below (3), the complete santeis nominalized.

(3)'’kwe’_ name source sentence
Onyekwere onye kwéré
who agreed ‘Who agreed?'
(lit., 'who expected) Onukawa 1999: 11)

The present study is different witbnukawa (1999) because whereas he talked about sentenc
nominalization achieved through desentential opmratthe present study is preoccupied with word
nominalization achieved through affixation of noaliforming morphemes to the Igbo verb stem.

On her part, Maduagwu (2010) focuses on the mogglyohnd semantic implication of personal
names in Igbo language. The article which is th& 6f its kind in the study of Ighd personal narires
relation to the interpenetration of morphology, pblogy, lexicon, syntax and semantics, thus, astesat
Igbo personal names consist mostly of compoundeistetband underived lexical items, especially noun
compounds. Maduagwu explains that the compoundsead®centric and left headed such that the



syntactic properties of the head, determines tlngratical category of the resultant compound. She
further explains that in the case of derived conmgay the first noun is usually derived through the
prefixation of a phonologically motivated bound iploeme to the verb stem (see Maduagwu 2010 for
details). Thus, explaining instances of morpholpbgnology interface in Igbo personal names. Althoug
Maduagwu (2010) captured in passing two instandeagentive nominalisation pattern of the Igbo
language, the present study is more in-depth iaritdysis of how nomimals derived from the verhrste
are used as Igbo personal names. That is, it eptagentive and gerundive patterns of Igbo
nominalisation in the Igbo anthroponyms.

Onumajuru (2016) investigated the semantic andympatic contents of personal names and
naming in the Igbo language and culture. The waikyses the semantic and pragmatic meanings of Igho
personal names through examining their structuceadhieve this, her data consisted of personal same
given to both young and old Igho male and femalsur@®ajuru who found out that Igbo personal names
are divided into three broad categories (thategichl, phrasal and sentential), however, iderstitiee
following structural descriptions of Igbo persomames: lexical nhames, noun-noun phrase, noun-verb
phrase, noun-verb-complement or sentential, ing@atiee, and imperative/injunction/exclamation (see
Onumajuru 2016 for details). According to her, tioein-noun Igbo personal names represent those names
formed through the compounding of two lexical (udked) Igbo nouns. Thus, the following are examples
of noun- noun names according to her:

(4). Uzondu - uzo ‘way’ + ndu ‘life’ (race offid)
Adaeze - ada ‘daughter’ + eze ‘king’ (kingaughter)
Ebelechukwu - ebele ‘mercy’ + Chukwu ‘God’ (Godhercy (cf.

Onumajuru 2016: 4-5)

Onumajuru’s work is similar to the present studgaaese it also highlights the noun- noun structtithe
Igbo personal names. However, it differs from thespnt study because while her work was limited to
underived noun- noun structures, in the preseetrel, the first nouns (Nare mainly derived.

Before going into the analysis, the researchendoit worthy to introduce and explain the
meaning of nominalisation or nominal derivatioritaoncerns Igbo grammar.

Nominalisation in the Igho language

Since the reemergence of morphology as a separ#teflinguistic analysis distinct from syntax
and phonology following Chomsky’s (1972) ‘RemarksNominalization’, researchers have ventured into
the study of different morphological processesaimguages of the world with a renewed vigor (Anagbog
1990). The morphological process of nominalizat®onot left out. Thus, Bloomfield (1935), Lees (096
Levi (1978), Allen (1978), Roeper and Siegel (19T mrie and Thompson (2007), Adeniyi (2010), etc.
have all discussed nominalisation in one way or db®er. Also, nominalization as a morphological
process in Igho has received remarkable attentidilidmson (1972), Umeasiegbu (1978), Emenanjo
(1978, 2015), Anagbogu (1990) among others). Fantvedi time, just a few of these works on Igbo
nominalisation are reviewed in this part of thedgturhis is aimed at giving this work a little emigal
base on the meaning and grammar of nominalizatidéghio language.

In Igbo, although authors hold different positia@rswhether or not certain nominals are derived
from sentences (Emenanjo (1978), Onukawa (1996Xheavailability of nominal compounds (Oluikpe
and Nwaozuzu (1995)), but, there is a general cense however, that most nominals in the Igbo
language have their sources from different verlthénlanguage (Eze 2015). That is, from verbs, nami
bases like gerund, adjectival noun, agentive nolninatrumental nominal, etc. can be derived. Befor
going into the review of the different patternsmaiminalisation in Igbo as recorded by authors whose
works were reviewed, it is also worthy of note the process of nominalisation has been tagged with
different terms or names. Some of these termsdecloominalisation (Anagbogu 1990, Udemmadu 2012,
Emenanjo 2015), nominal derivation (Maduagwu 20&a0un formation (Eze 2015), among others.



Anagbogu (1990) defines nominalisation in Igbotlaes process of deriving verbal compounds
from the verb “base” through the affixation of mbemes. He explains that the exact nature of tliveeaff
(morphemes) is always dependent on the phonologhefbase”. According to Anagbogu, there are
seven different patterns of nominalisationQka dialect of Igbo based on morphological structufiehe
nominalisation patterns include: agentive nomimdiis (OVS- form), instrumental nominalisation (NVS
form), non- agentive nominalisation (EVS- form)rgedive nominalisation (ORED-form), the N-prefix
form, the —mU circumfix form and the —ghu circumfierm. Anagbogu’s agentive, instrumental and
gerundive nominalisation patterns are similar viithenanjo’s (1978) nominalisation patterns in stashda
Igbo. However, the following extra nominalisatioatierns can be observed(a dialect of Igbo:

(5)i.e-kwu  okwu = Agentive negative/Pat.
non-speak word
‘non-talker’

ii. n-IT ibhe = N-infinitive /Pat to eat  thing ‘to eatod’

iii. eli-mu ibhe = -mu circumfix/Pat.
eating thing ‘eating food’

iv. eli-ghu ibhe = -ghu circumfix/ Pat. not eating ntii
‘non-eating of food’
(Anagbogu 1990: 49-50)

As seen in the examples (5i-iv), Anagbogu distiebas between Nand N where the N houses
the derived nomimal and the, ¢ usually the patient or argument of the(ske Anagbogu 1990). In the
examples only the high tones were marked by Anagbog

Maduagwu (2010) likens nominalisation in Igbo tameal derivation in Igbo. She explains that
in Ilghbo, nominal derivation involves the formatiohnominal from verbs, noun — noun compounding and
through contraction of sentences. Although Maduagweork centers on nominal derivation in Igho
through lexical noun compounding and sentence actitin which is at variance with the perspective of
the present study (i.e., nominal derivation frora Wkerb stem), she however notes that majority bb Ig
nominal are derived from the verb.

In Udemmadu (2012) work on Igbo nominalisation, shnes that nominalisation is the
morphological process of forming nominal from otierd classes. For her, nominal(s) is:

any word that can function as the subject of thb vihe object of the transitive verb, the

complement of the subject, the complement of theabpthe object of the preposition,

and the apposition (Udemmadu 2012:6 citing Chuk@@e21).
The study highlights the different classes of Igimrds that can comfortably fit in as nominal andsth
perform the above functions of nominal by ChukwQQ®). In respect to this, she unravels ninetee (19
different nominal in Igbo language both derived dexical. However, in line with the objective ofeth
present study, the researcher concentrated on d¢higed nominal of Udemmadu (2012). Thus, she
identifies four different verbal nominal derivats/én Igbo. They include: infinitive, gerund, nougeat
and noun instrument. For noun agent and gerund mandeerivatives, Udemmadu explains that a noun
agent is derived through the affixation of low tdmemonizing vowel prefix 04- to the verb stem. On
the other hand, she illustrates that gerund nonmieaivatives have two forms, which includes those
formed through the affixation of a low tone voweéfix o-/ o- to a reduplicated root and those formed
through the affixation of high tone harmonizing aagrefix m-/ n- to more than one syllable verbebas
(complex verb). The above explanations on the matfithe Igbo noun agent and gerund verbal nominal
derivatives are illustrated below:

(6) i. o+de akwukwo = ode akwyukwo (secretary)



i o+Qutegwu = oQu egwu (singer)

iii. Oriri di ya mma ( Eating is good for him/her)

iv. Okwukwu alughi omume (Talking is not
actualization)

V. m + malite = mmalite (beginning)
Vi. n + jedewe = njedewe (ending)
Vii. m + bido = mbido (starting)
viii.  n+gwu+ala = ngwu ala (digger)
iX. m+kpatoku = mkpaoku (matches),

(Udemmadu 2012: 11-12)

Examples 6i-ii above are instances of noun agentimal derivatives. The examples 6iii-iv and 6v-ix
represent the two types of gerund nomimal derieatin Igbo respectively.

As already stated above, Emenanjo (2015) expldias the term nominalisation refers to
“multiplicity of processes which results in the &tien of nouns and nominals” (:290). According to
Emenanjo, the created nouns and nominals vary irpmatogical and structural shapes with regards to
their primary and functional categories. Emenanio wexplains that the main patterns of nominalisatio
in Igbo include affixation, reduplication and tonestresses that apart from other sources of
nominalisation, that nominals can also be credisaligh verb derivational morphology, otherwise know
as nominal derivatives. He highlights five sub-skss of nominal derivatives in the language, namely:
agentives, gerunds, instruments, qualifiers anthfizes (Emenanjo 2015: 222). For the present stiindy
researcher concentrated on the structure of thetimge and gerunds sub-classes of nominal derestiv
Emenanjo’s explanations on the agentives and gersnld-classes are in line with Udemmadu’s (2012)
views above. The examples below are cases of ageatid gerund nominal derivatives by Emenanijo:

(7)

.o+ ri > ori ‘eat aer’

ii.-ri > oriri ‘eat’ ‘eating’
iii. -richa > n-richa ‘eat up’ ‘eating up’
(Emenanjo 2015: 224)

In the above illustrations according to Emenanjds an example of agentive nominal, while 7ii
and 5iii are instances of simple and complex gemwminal respectively. In Emenanjo’s examples, only
the low tones are marked, both the high and doep &ines are unmarkethis study therefore to the
best of the researcher's knowledge, is the firgtngpt to investigate Igbo names in line with the
nominalization patterns in Igbo.

Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive approach to datgsasarhis method helped the researchers to gather
information needed for the study. The study wasediatten as follows: The first was the compilatiérm o
database of Igbo anthroponyms across differenect®lof Igbo, through primary and secondary sources
such as informants, literatures on Igho personaiesa introspection among others. The researchers us
their linguistic knowledge to concentrate on orfig igbo names that embody some structures that look
like patterns of nominalisation in Igbo. Neverttssiethe researcher analysed the Igho names invithe
the gerund and noun agent verbal nominal derivateUdemmadu (2012), followed by concluding
remarks. It is important to note here that the avkeatudy is the entire Igbo land in the South East
geopolitical zone of Nigeria, and the populatioc@npasses every Igbo language speaker. The data fo
this study were drawn from various parts of Ighadlanamely: Abia, Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu and Imo
states. The names were collected from Igbo nanoes fmstructured interviews of Igbo native speakers.
For the data presentation and analysis, nhamesctirdbrm to the already mentioned nominalisation
patterns in Igbo were clearly written the way tlaeg used by the bearers. The researcher firstmezse



the names, followed by the morphological operatiand morpheme-to-morpheme glossing and finally
the English compositional meaning of the names.

Data Presentation and Analysis

This part of the study presents the data for aisalyased on the nominalization patterns in Ighdiria
with the already stated objectives of the studg,dhta presentation and analysis is divided inemtage
and gerundive nominal structures.

Igbo anthroponyms with agentive nominalstructure

This is when an Igbo personal name has the steidfuthe agentive nominalisation pattern in the
Igbo language. According to Anagbogu (1990), thisug of Igbo names are usually formed through the
affixation of the harmonizing low tone vowel prefix/o-, to the verb stem. The prefix carries the ‘doer’
meaning and the verb stem (-VS) represents thenaloden carried out by the doer. TheidNthe patient
or the argument of the ;NThese names come in the form of two nouns (nduagg) in an associative
construction with compositional meaning. Exampldsigbo anthroponyms that follow this pattern
include;

(8)

Igbo anthroponyms Morphological processes @npositional meaning
i. Ogbuag ) + -gbu +1@g Killer of lion
N N AgenM + -kilLVS + lion
killer + lion
ii. Ojemba 0+ e+ mba A traveler
N N, AgenM + -go.VS + place(s)
traveler + place(s)
iii. Omeakn o) + -me + aky Maker of wealth
N N, AgenM + -do.VS + wealth
maker + wealth
iv. Otiigba ) + i +igba A drummer
N N, AgenM + -beat.VS + drum
drummer + drum
v. Ojelulgbo o) + -elu  + by Defender of his people
N N AgenM + -go for.VS + Igbo péop
defender + Igbo people
vi. Ochendo 0 + -che + ndo A protector
N N, AgenM + -protect.VS + shade
protector + shad
vii. Qchiagha o + -cih + agha A leader of war
N N, AgenM + -lead.VS + war
leader + war
viii. Okwuokwu o) + -kwu + okwu A talkative
N N AgenM + -talk.VS + speech
talker + speech

The example 8i-viii represents Igbo anthroponymsived through the Igbo agentive
nominalisation pattern. Most of the names underi¢f® agentive nominalisation pattern are used as
surnames and title names in deferent parts of lghd. As already stated, the archi-morpheme /&/dm



inherent low tone that can harmonise tog@-epending on the harmony group of the vowel efvarb
stem.

Igbo anthroponyms with gerundive nominal structure

There are two ways of deriving gerundive nomindiiga structure in Igbo language. They
include: the affixation of harmonizing low tone vehprefix 6-b- to the reduplicated verb stem, and the
affixation of m-/n- prefixes to the verb stem (Udeadu 2012, Emenanjo 2015). Therefore, this part of
the study presents Igbo anthroponyms with the givernominalisation structure of the language.

Igbo anthroponyms with the reduplicated verb stem sucture

As already above, this group of Igho anthroponysnderived through the prefixation of the harmorizin
low tone vowel prefix 0-b- to the reduplicated Igbo verb stem. The verb stesy be partially or fully
reduplicated in these Igbo names. Examples of santes include:

(9)

Igbo anthroponyms Morphological processes compdiinal meaning
i. Onyinye Ayi + -nye.VS Gift from God
PA.RED +-give.VS
0 + nyi nye
Pref. PA.RED
ii. Olileanya -li + -le anya.VS Hapgionto God
ARED + -hope for.VS
0 + lile anya
Pref. PA.RED
iii. Ofito - i + -t0.VS Praising God
PA.RED + -praise.VS
0 + ti to
Pref. PA.RED
iv. Okwukwe -kwu  + -kwe.VS Believing in God

PA.RED + -believe.VS
0 + kwu kwe
Pref. PA.RED

V. Qguguo -gu + -@o.VS Comfort from God
FL.RED + -comfort.VS
0 T g o
Pref. FL.RED
vi. Okike -ki + -ke.VS God of creation

PA.RED + -create.VS
0 + ki ke
Pref. PA.RED

As seen above, this group of Igho personal namesada@ overt or covert noun complement. For
instance, the Igbo names 9i-iii can also appearfodews: onyinyechukwu, olileanyachukwu and
otitochukwu respectively. In the example 9i abotlee verb stem ‘-nye’ is the source of the Igho
anthroponym ‘Onyinye’. Firstly, the verb stem urgbers partial reduplication to derive ‘nyi nye’ befo
the prefixation of the low tone vowel ‘0-’ to deeivthe name ‘o+nyi+nye’ (Gift of God). The same
processes occur to derive the Igbo personal names to vi respectively. The name in 9vi is an dgb



anthroponym given to individuals in reference t@>as the creator of everything (Williamson, 1972)

is very important to note that these sets of Ighthm@ponyms are different from the following exaswl
of Igbo names with supposedly the same structlsekey okaka, Nwochichi, etc. For instance, okeke is
derived from the compounding of ‘oke’ (male) ankiee(one of the four Igho market days), where e *
vowel of the N completely assimilates the ‘e’ of the {(Onukawa 1998). Also, the Igbo namgkaka’
meaning ‘mightiest’ or ‘greatest’ is derived frorhet Igbo expressionoka aka’- mightiest, greatest
(Williamson, 1972). Similarly, ‘nwochichi’ as anldg personal name in Enugwu-Ukwu dialect of Igbo, is
derived from compounding ‘nwa (child)’ and ‘ochitka water goddess in Enugwu-Ukwu). During the
compounding process, the ‘0’ of the ddmpletely assimilates the ‘a’ at the syllable bdany position of
the N.

Igbo anthroponyms with the gerundive nasal prefixaion structure

Igbo anthroponyms under this heading are derivealiih the affixation of nasal prefiN to complex
Igbo verb bases in accordance with homorganiciy (menanjo 2015). That is, the affixed nasal must
assimilate with the place of articulation of thegeding consonant. The following are examples oh su
Igbo names:

(10)
Igbo anthroponyms Morphological Opeation Compositional meaning
i. Nzube n + zube God’s planning
Ger.\pkan.VB is the best’
Planning
i. Nchedo n+ chedo God'’s protection
Ger.N + protect.VB
Protecting
iii. Ndibe n + dibe Endumineénduring
Ger.N + endure.VB
Enduring
iv. Nzoputa n  vpata God'’s salvation
Ger.N + deliver.vB
Delivering
v. Njide n+ jide Holding onGmd
Ger.N + hold onto. VB
Holding
vi. Ngozi n  +ozip God'’s blessing
Ger.N + bless.VB
Blessing
vii. Ncheta n -<heta God's remembrance

Ger.N + remember.VB
Remembering

viii. Nchekwube n + chekwube Hoping on God



A Ger.N + hope on.VB
Hoping on

All the above Igbo anthroponyms are made up of dermpAerb bases (Udemmadu 2012,
Emenanjo 2015) just like the gerundive verbal n@hderivatives in Igbo grammar. These names are all
examples of Igbo forenames in Igbo. It is also twpiif note that these names (with complex verbdjase
can occur with overt or covert noun complement ketwi1(God)'. As seen in examples 10i-viii above,
the second noun (or, N2) are implied.

Concluding remarks

This study on nominalisation in Igbo anthroponymscase for agentive and gerundive nominal
has succeeded in giving credence to the asseftiah Igbo names are repertoires of the different
grammatical structures of the Igbo language. Tlit$$,showcasing of how agentive and gerundive
nominal derivatives of the Igbo language are usetfyho anthroponyms. This study has also shown that
nominalisation in Igho anthroponyms is regardethagnces where Igbo names display in their strastu
the different forms of Igbo nominalisation. The Wwdherefore concludes that the assertion that Igbo
names are not mere labels for the identificatiorindfviduals but repertoires of different grammatic
structures of the language (Ubahakwe 1982) iswitle regards to the grammar of nominal derivatiwes
the language. However, the present study or thes doefore are not exhaustive of the different
grammatical processes or structures of the Igbguage found in Igbo names, but can only serve as
stepping stones for further studies in the arestuafy.
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