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Abstract 

The insecurity issue in Nigeria has grown out of proportion that does not only require a joint effort of 
national security agencies to quell the conflagration threatening the nationhood, but also necessitates to 
explore the role of indigenous languages as a possible means of averting this looming danger. Therefore, 
the study examines the topical issue of how indigenous languages can contribute in sustaining national 
security in Nigeria. The paper reveals that in a multilingual society like Nigeria, indigenous languages are 
important tool capable of empowering and mobilizing large section of the populace, particularly those 
who are not literate in English which is the official language of many media organizations in Nigeria. The 
paper further reveals that with the present state of insecurity in the nation, no group of people should be 
denied of access to vital information related to security and development in Nigeria. 
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Introduction  

Language is a means whereby culture is transmitted from one generation to another. The whole 
activities of man are conveyed through language. According to Fromkin, Rodman and Hyams (2011), the 
possession of language, perhaps more than any other attributes, distinguishes human from other animals. 
Human beings are social animals and language is an instrument of the society which is acculturated into a 
given society. Through the help of language, man identifies and make finding above his environment. 
Thus language in the hand of man preserves, conserves, transmits and appropriates functions and does so 
across space and time, thereby enabling him to overcome these physical limitations to human endeavours 
and achievements. Every human activity is anchored on language. According to Agbedo (2015), we use 
language to express love, hatred, anger, happiness, praise, satisfaction and dissatisfaction, to comment on 
the social-political or economic situations in the country. Human beings are naturally endowed with the 
ability to use language for a mutual social relationship with their fellow individuals with the sole aim of 
achieving their expected goals. People tend the flow together when in a given community when their 
communications flow. In the same vein, if there is no proper communication, activities in a given 
community will crumble. It is worthy of note that ineffective, inappropriate use of language can threaten 
national security while effective use of language can enhance unity in the country. This paper is poised to 
assess the role of indigenous languages in promoting national security. In a multilingual society such as 
Nigeria indigenous languages are important tools capable of empowering and mobilizing large sections of 
the populace particularly, those who are not literate in English which is the nation’s lingua franca. Most 
people that cause crises in Nigeria have usually carried it out through language communication. Nigeria 
could only thrive politically, economically, socially, educationally and technologically, when national 
security is guaranteed.  

Security  

Before discussing national security, it behaves to briefly explain what security entails. It is the 
sole responsibility of the state to keep its citizens safe, because the state has the wherewithal to guarantee 
security and save society from anarchy. The state through its apparatus should provide adequate security 
to justify its veto power bestowed on her, since the state is representing the society. In the light of this 

 



Omede (2019) sees security as a dynamic condition which involves the relative ability of a state to 
counter threats to its core values and interests. McGraw (1998) believes that security of a nation lines on 
two important pillars which are (1) The maintenance and protection of the socio-economic order in the 
face of internal and external threats and (2) The promotion of a preferred international order, which 
minimizes the threat to core values and interests, as well as to the domestic order. On the part of Nwolise 
(2006), security embraces condition which suggests that a territory must be secured by a network of 
armed forces; that the sovereignty of the state must be guaranteed by a democratic and patriotic 
government, which in turn must be protected by the military, police, and the people themselves; that the 
people must not only be secured from external attacks but also from devastating consequences of internal 
upheavals such as unemployment, hunger, starvation, diseases, ignorance, homelessness, environmental 
degradation and pollution cum socio-economic injustices. Citing Nwagboso (2012), from the past, 
security has been about people and without reference to the security of the individual, security makes no 
sense at all. Dike (2010) and Omede (2012) suggested further that Nigeria’s security should be based on 
holistic view which sees the citizens as the primary beneficiaries of every security and developmental 
deliverable that the state can offer. In the light of this paper, Nigeria’s security should be geared towards 
strengthen the capacity of the federal government of Nigeria to contain internal and external aggressions, 
crime control, eliminate corruption, enhance genuine development, progress and growth and improve on 
the welfare and quality of life of every citizen. The present insecurity situation in the country at moment 
requires attention of every peace loving citizen to look for possible way out of this menace.   

National Security 

The concept “national security” is pruned to many appellations. There is no universally accepted 
definition of the concept. In a simplest form, it refers to the freedom from military threat and political 
coercion to later increase in sophistication and induct other forms of non-military security as situated the 
circumstance of the time (Omoloso and Abdulrauf – Salau, 2013).  

However, this paper concentrates on the prevalence of insecurity in Nigeria which has generated 
national security concerns; and the role of indigenous languages in fostering National security. Therefore, 
National security could be simple defined as the safety of country as managed through the exercise of 
economic and political power, intelligence, agencies and diplomacy (Onifade, David & Moses, 2013). 
This implies that the country is freed from external, and internal, mongering politically, economically and 
diplomatically. It equally refers to the protection or the safety of a country’s secrets and its citizens hence 
emphasizing the overall security of a nation. This protection extends to safeguarding a nation against 
domestic and foreign threats. National security is best described as a capacity to control those domestic 
and foreign conditions that the public opinion of a given community believes necessary to enjoy its own 
self-determination or autonomy, prosperity and wellbeing (Omoloso et al., 2013). National security 
according to (Nzimiro, 1988; Gambo, 1999; Akinfeleye, 2001; Akinfeleye, 2008; 3) may be regarded as 
“… the collective security of the people in a particular nation and not the security of the person or the 
political party in power. The summary therefore is as follows: - that national security is the extent to 
which a nation safeguards itself from dangers, both internal and external.” 

Insecurity  

Insecurity is the opposite of security and has attracted such common parameters as want of safety, 
danger, hazard, uncertainty, want of confidence, state of doubt, inadequately guarded or protected, 
instability, trouble, lack of protection and being unsafe, and others (Achumba, Ighormereho & Akpor-
Robaro, 2013). They further argued that these common descriptors indicate existence of vulnerability to 
harm, loss of life, property or livelihood. To them insecurity is seen as a state of not knowing, a lack of 
control, and the inability to take defensive action against forces that portend harm or danger to an 
individual or group, or that make them vulnerable. For Beland (2005), insecurity is the state of fear or 
anxiety stemming from a concrete or alleged lack of protection. The wanton insecurity, criminality, 



kidnapping, instability and terrorism currently ravaging Nigeria have affected development in the country. 
Abysmal poverty, hopelessness, joblessness, frustration, unprecedented levels of corruption, arrogance of 
power, complacent and retroactive security agencies, lackadaisical and corrupt judiciary, porous borders, 
covert foreign interests etc have a butterfly – effect in the unparalleled levels of crimes, insecurity, 
instability and terrorism current bedeviling Nigeria. There is also crude oil theft, radical-religion and 
cultural angle to the mix (Okereke, 2013). In addition, Gambo (2008:14)  

… identifies one of the most serious social problems facing us today is the dangerous risen or high 
incidence of armed robbery and other violent crimes across the country. In fact, armed robbery has 
become so rampant that no day passes without an incident of armed or other violent crimes 
reported in our national newspapers in some parts of the country.  

Regrettably, this scenario has continued unabated in recent times. However, insecurity has been with us 
since Nigeria became a republic, it is rapidly on the increase and taking new dimension in the country 
today (Omoloso and Abdulrauf-Salau, 2013).  

As for Onifade, David and Moses (2013), insecurity is not limited to physical insecurity which is 
the most visible form of insecurity, but it entails other forms of insecurity such as economic security and 
social security. In this paper, insecurity is seem as a situation where human, national security and material 
resources are constantly annihilated due to weak or poor economic, military and political developmental 
conditions. They further add that the causes of insecurity in Nigeria are two folds, remote and proximate 
causes. These remote factors include (a) Absence of institutional capacity resulting in government failure. 
The foundations of institutional framework in Nigeria are very shaky and have provoked a deterioration 
of state governance and democratic accountability, thus, paralyzing the existing formal and legitimate 
rules nested in the hierarchy of social order  (Achumba, et al, 2013). Igbuzor (2011) sported this assertion 
by saying that insecurity in Nigeria as a function of government failure in every aspect of her 
responsibility. This is evidently glaring from inability of government to deliver public goods to its citizen. 
Lack of basic amenities has created a growing army of frustrated people who resorted to violence at the 
slightest provocation or opportunity. Although, Nigeria has the resources to carter for the needs of its 
citizenry, the entrenched culture of corruption in public service has resulted in the dearth of basic 
necessities leading to what Hazen and Homer (2007) call a “paradox of plenty”  

The gaping chasm of inequality and absence of fairness and justice, the unimaginable ostentatious 
gap created by the political class and elite along with the subjecting of the masses to grinding poverty 
cause insecurity in Nigeria. Even security has been bourgeoisified by the elite. As Egwu (2000) argues the 
security of the Nigerian nation-state has been reduced to that of the ruler and his mandate supporters, 
thus, the security calculus of the Nigerian state has failed because it does not include vital aspects of 
social and national development support by the provision of basic social economic or even military 
conditions necessary for effective national security. This state of inequality, unfairness and injustice has 
toughened the people forcing them to take their destiny into their hands  
 
Ethno-religious conflicts:  

This is one of the major causes of insecurity in Nigeria as supported by (Hazen & Homer, 2007, 
Salau, 2010, Igbuzor, 2011).  Ethno-religions conflicts exist when the social relations between members 
of one ethnic or religious group and another of such group in a multi-ethnic and multi-religious society is 
characterized by lack of cordiality, mutual suspicion and fear, and a tendency towards violent of 
confrontations to settle grievances. These conflicts has also revolved around who gets what and how in 
the state especially as it concerns the distribution of scarce resources, power, land, chieftaincy, titles, local 
government councils, control of markets and expansion of religious territories. These conflicts have 
resulted in large-scale killing and violence among ethno-religious groups in the country (Adagba, et al., 
2012).   
 



Disconnect between the people and government over the year.  
There has been a growing gap between the people and the governments, be it civilian or military, 

have not tried to bridge this chasm, thereby creating misunderstanding, mistrust and resentment. Since the 
people do not understand government policies and programmes about their welfare, they become easy 
prey to centrifugal forces that co-opt/incite them to vent anger on perceived enemies of the people and 
sometimes go to the extent of destroying national totems.  
 
Weak and poorly funded military establishments:  

In spite of the security vote governments receive on a monthly basis, there is greater insecurity in 
many states. Some of these monies were wrongly mismanaged by the executives of the states leaving the 
helpless citizens to the mercy of criminals and sociopaths. Also the armed forces, paramilitary 
establishments and the police under federal control are weak, institutionally, heavily politicized and 
poorly funded. This status quo makes it easy for the nation’s security to be compromised. 
 
Interagency rivalry:  

The failure of security agencies such as the police, the military, state security services and 
paramilitary units to share intelligence information has been identified as one of the factors negating the 
quick apprehension of culprits (Omede, 2011). Also, the failure of intelligence gathering by the security 
operatives in proactively policing the country, coupled with the non-apprehension of culprits, is also a 
contributing factor to the rising tide of insecurity in Nigeria. In fact, when the armed forces and 
paramilitary agencies are not well-tooled with modern fighting and security gadgets and their welfare is 
not given priority attention, they may not want to make any sacrifices for the nation. All of these factors 
point to a passive national security team that is not really committed to fighting crime or stopping the 
merchants of violence or terror envoys from having the field day in the country. 
 
Non-prosecution of perpetrators of violence in Nigeria  

Inability of the government to arrest and prosecute perpetrators and sponsors of violent crimes in 
Nigeria has encouraged many more social deviants and their godfathers to throw caution to the wind to 
perpetrate evil in the land. The Nigerian society has become a rigout of powerful fiefdoms controlled by 
feudal lords who are almost as powerful as the state and maintain a rental economy within the larger 
national economy.  
 
Loss of socio-cultural and communal value system  

The collapse of moral values within Nigeria is one critical factor to the continued security 
challenge that is facing the country today. The disintegration of communal value system which placed 
high premium on human life and despised greed, oppression and exploitation of the weak, among others 
has also contributed to the unpleasant security environment in the country. New values that are zero-sum, 
paternalistic, narcissistic, chauvinistic and corrupt in nature and the preaching that might-is-right have all 
taken over. Endearing social value and morals have been traded off for western values. 
 
Immediate and proximate factors  

For Achumba et al (2013), the proximate factors that have contributed to the state of insecurity in 
the country are porous borders, rural-urban drift, social irresponsibility of companies resulting in negative 
externalities which provoke social unrest within their host communities, unemployment and poverty and 
terrorism, among others. All these factors culminate to create unfavorable security situation in the 
country.  

 
 
 
 



Areas prone to Security Challenges in Nigeria  

Available evidence has shown that the security challenge in Nigeria is domicile in some specific 
areas. The existence of copious literature materials that expressed cases of insecurity in Nigeria will be 
brought to fore to justify the claims.    

The Niger Delta Crises  

As for Nwagboso (2012), The conflict in the Niger Delta started in the early 1990s as a result of 
upheaval between the International Oil Companies (IOCS) and some representatives of the Niger Delta 
Minority ethnic groups who were not satisfied with the way these multi-national oil companies exploited 
them without due compensation. Thus, this ethnic and political unrest that started in the 1990s persisted 
despite the enthronement of Democracy in 1999 (Moses, et al., 2013). They further add that competition 
for oil wealth in the region gave rise to agitations, violence and subsequent extra-judicial killing of Ken 
Saro-Wiwa and Nine Ogni leaders by Abacha regime Nwagboso (2012) observed that the inability of the 
government in power  to address the root causes of the agitation (environment problems, poverty, 
unemployment, lack of basic amenities, etc) in the Niger Delta area resulted in the formation of ethnic 
Militias of Niger Delta region leading to the militarization of nearly the entire region, therefore, paved 
way for the wave of insecurity that engulfed the entire region and escalate throughout the tentacles of 
power. In attempt to solve these raging problems, the government established some agencies and 
institutions in the area in order to ameliorate the environmental degradation and the absolute poverty in 
the place. Notable among these agencies and institutions includes: Oil Mineral Producing Area 
Development Commission (OMPADEC), Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC), and Ministry 
of Niger Delta (MND). In fact, these interventions strategies did not curb conflict and insecurity in the 
Niger Delta region yet, the region observed severe security threats and the emergence of other agitating 
group affiliates to the movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) like the Niger Delta 
People’s Volunteer Force (NDPVF) led by Mujahid Dokubo-Asari and the Niger Delta Vigilante (NDV) 
led by Ateke Tom. These groups tried to address the injustice melted to them by the federal government 
and these moves worsen the security problems not only in the region, but also in the entire Nigerian State 
(Nwagboso, 2012).  

 
Kidnapping in the South East Zone and North West Zone of Nigeria  

Nwagbosos (2012) asserts that history of kidnapping in the South-East Zone of Nigeria could be 
attributed to hostilities, conflicts and violence in the Niger Delta region. As for Moses, et al (2012), 
kidnapping, which is the act of abducting somebody and keeping him/her as a prisoner in order to get a 
ransom for his/her release, suddenly took on a new economic attraction in both regions. This new 
economic venture thrived in the South-East, North-West and North central states where prominent 
indigenes and residents of the states were easily targeted. After 2007 general elections in Nigeria, this 
social vice became prominent in these areas and Nigeria at large as the youth that was used by as political 
thugs by politicians during the general elections of 2007 diverted their guns, skills, and energy into ugly 
trade as a new means of economic survival after the elections. As Nwagboso confirmed, those culprits 
apprehended affirmed that some politicians supplied guns to the youths for the purpose of rigging the 
2007 general elections; unfortunately, these guns were not retrieved at the end of the elections. While in 
the North-West, North Central state kidnapping transmuted into a profitable business mostly among the 
youths in Kaduna, Zamfara, Abuja, Adamawa and other states in the North due to wide economic imagine 
between the rich and the poor (Omoloso, et al., 2013). Banditry in Zamfara has reached the alarming 
promotion as Khalid Ahmed Mahammed of Sahara reporters report that by all accounts, and with proven 
results, the government and military need to take drastic and effective measures by ensuring peace and 
development on all platforms. If this is not addressed with vigour, it will likely cross over to nearby states 



as we have seen happen with Boko Haram (March 21, 2019). Saharareporters.com/2/. This shows the 
devastating effects of the heinous pain reached upon the innocent citizens in the State and beyond.      

Closely related to this is Jos aged long crises:  
This is another internal security threat that started as a sectarian violence but has metamorphosed 

to radical but ugly shape in 1999 (Moses, 2013). For Oladoyimbo (2010), crises in Jos, Plateau state was 
a very complex one as it had ethnic, religious, sociopolitical and economic undertones in his words:  

There is no need for some people to use all means to dominate others or use people to subjugate 
others… the government in Nigeria has no courage… the government is not the solution but 
rather the problem … the government knows those behind all these riots, these importing arms 
into the country…. Thus, the Jos crisis has claimed numerous lives of Nigerians and property 
worth millions of Naira. However, the Jos crisis has resulted in several attacks on Christians by 
Muslims. Indeed, from 2007 to 2010 over 10, 000 Christians were slaughtered during the Jos 
crisis. In 2010 crisis for instance, about 500 Christians lost their lives (Oladoyinbo, 2010: 15). 

 In fact, Wanton destruction of lives and property were recorded in his crisis. Many observers have argued 
that the root causes of the crisis were the inordinate desire by Muslims to forcefully convert Christians in 
the area as Muslims faithful (Nwagboso, 2010). Others assert that the root courses of the Jos crisis are 
cultural and land disputes. Whatever might be the causes of the frequent crisis in Jos may be, one thing 
that is glaring is that it has posed a greatest threat to internal security, threat to the corporate existence of 
Nigeria as it had claimed the lives of so many Nigerians. 

 
Another Menace that affect the National security of the country is the Boko Haram Terror 
Machine:  

This is one of the major security challenges in Nigeria which has adversely affected the Nigerian 
economy. For Olugbode, (2010) the word “Boko” is a Hausa word meaning “Animist”, “Western” 
otherwise non-Islamic education, and the Arabic word “Haram” figuratively means “Sin” or literately 
something “forbidden” . The Boko Haram is a controversial Nigerian Militant Islamist group that has 
sought to impose sharia law or its radical interpretation of Islam on the northern states of Nigeria and then 
to other parts of the country like what the Malians Islamists almost succeeded to do in Northern Mali. 
Dunia (2010) rightly holds that the group opposes not only western education, but also western culture 
and modern science. The Boko Haram group also promotes a radical form of Islam which makes it 
“haram” or forbidden for Muslims to take part in any political or social activities in the society. This 
includes voting in election, wearing of shirts and trousers or receiving secular education (BBC News 
Africa, 2010).Founded in 2002 in Maiduguri by Utaz Mohammed Yusuf, the death of their leader in 2009 
turned the group into a killing machine that has put paid to the economic development of the Northern 
geopolitical zones. The activities of Boko Haram have constituted a serious security challenge in 
contemporary Nigeria as the group has even been linked to the dreaded Al-Qaeda terror group. It has been 
accepted in many quarters that the criminal and evil agenda of the Boko Haram terror envoys in Nigeria, 
including the introduction of suicide bombing on Nigeria soil, has root only paralyzed economic and 
social activities in Maiduguri, Abuja, Suleja, Damaturu, Minna, Gombe, among other cities, but has also 
made Nigeria unsafe for investment and tourism (Imhomopi & Urim, 2012, Onifade, & Imhorapi; 2012, 
Nwagboso, 2012). Language, no doubt a vital means  human being used to resolve conflict amongst 
warring factions, to maintain continuity as well as achieve peace and success in contemporary Nigeria, 
going by the insecurity situation in the country alternative means of setting, this fracas should be sought 
through the use of indigenous language. 

 
 
 



Using Indigenous Languages as a means of Conflict Resolution in Nigeria  

Indigenous language as used in this paper refers to the native languages of Nigerians. Nigeria is a 
multilingual nation which has approximately about 600 languages and dialects (Oso, 2006). Nigerian 
indigenous languages are classified into three categories based on the functionality of Nigerian languages 
as identified by Adeniyi and Bello (2006).  These are those languages with national outlook i.e. Hausa 
Igbo and Yoruba, those that are regional such as Edo, Idoma, Nupe, Fulfude among others and lastly, 
those that are limited to the locality in which they are spoken. The concern of this paper is not tied to the 
class of the languages per say; but the role indigenous languages could play in solving insecurity issues in 
Nigeria. As Maja (2004) asserts that a person’s language is a vehicle of his particular culture and mark of 
identity, the natives would pay much attention to any information transmitted in their languages.  
However, the fact remains that if the indigenous language is used for disseminating national security news 
that will attract their attentions because of the love people have for their native tongue and sense of 
pleasure and satisfaction derived in communicating in native languages, it will make the use of 
communication in the indigenous languages effective; thereby bringing about a sustainable change in 
their lives towards security issues. 

Moreover, due to the low level of literacy in the country, indigenous languages is ideal in passing 
security messages due to the fact that it gives better understanding and meaning to people. The use of 
official language tends to exclude people from participation in matters concerning their communities. The 
use of official language excludes many people from participating in national dialogue concerning issue of 
security and politics and that is why Salawu (2006) admits that the indigenous language of a community 
is best suited for conveying messages to such communities. This is why modern journalism in Nigeria has 
its origin in the publication of indigenous or local language newspapers (Omoloso et al, 2013). The best 
way of reaching out to the rural dwellers is through their languages, that is why Salawu, (2006) affirms  
that indigenous languages of a community is best suited for conveying messages to such communities “… 
specifically, the mass media that use indigenous languages are important for the purpose of information, 
mobilization and continuity” (Salawu, 2006:8).  

In addition, indigenous languages is the surest way of bridging the gap between the urban and the 
rural dwellers because most of the security messages are targeted at appealing to the literate members 
while the greater portion of the populace residing in the rural areas are not aware of what is happening 
around their vicinity. But most of the heinous crimes are perpetuated in rural areas. As (Alabi 2003:18), 
contends that “… indigenous language messages can be used to mobilized the populace and orientate 
them to towards security awareness.” This is one of the cardinal points that motivated the media houses to 
circulate information in indigenous languages in Nigeria, (Omoloso et al., 2013).   

Conclusion  

It is imperative to take the indigenous languages into account in order to ensure full participation 
of all the citizenry in the national security issues in Nigeria. This is because the use of official language 
will impede full participation of the citizenry especially at the grassroots level as national dialogue 
bothers on security issues and politics. Every human civilization starts with language and language has 
the power of constructing possible models of human experience and through language, continuity is 
maintained as well as achieving peace and success in security matters in Nigeria. People should 
constantly and strategically figure out what to say, how to say things and how to understand what others 
say in the process of interacting with others. Therefore, the use of indigenous languages in sustaining 
national security is worthwhile. This is as a result of the fact that language encapsulates the people’s 
culture, tradition, ideology and identity.    
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