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FROM EDITORIAL DESK 

Ideal International Journal is one of the brain children of Igbo Scholars Forum born out of the zeal to 
get the young Igbo scholars together so as to start thinking like Igbo sons and daughters through paper 
publications, meetings and symposia. As a matter of fact, Igbo Scholars Forum was founded by Dr. 
Onukwube Alexander Alfred Anedo and born at the launching of a festschrift in honour of their life 
patron, Prof. Obed Muojekwu Anizoba (Ozonwa) on the 15th day of December, 2012. In his kind gesture, 
Prof O. M. Anizoba therefore established a website http://www.igboscholarsforum.com.ng   for them to 
use in telling the world who the Igbo people are, about their life, what they believe in and their 
relationship with people and other cultures of the world outside theirs. Other journal outlets through 
which this Forum wants to let Igbo people and their culture out to the world are Igboscholars International 
Journal and Ekwe International Journal which is solely written only in Igbo language.   
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The Impact of Decentralization on Local Educational Development: A Study on Provincial Council  
     System in Sri Lanka 

 

Dr. Chaminda Abeysinghe, Ph.D.                                                                                                             
Department of International Studies, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka 

 

Abstract 

This study examined the impact of decentralization reform on the development of local education 
introduced under the provincial council system in Sri Lanka. It was conducted with the use of qualitative 
and quantitative methods. Secondary data were sourced through the use of printed materials while 
primary data were gathered through the administration of questionnaire and interview conducted on 450 
respondents chosen from Western and North-Western Provinces of Sri Lanka using the stratified method. 
The descriptive analysis and statistics were used in analyzing the secondary and primary data obtained. 
The study found that though, decentralization  reform contributed to the creation of  healthy environment 
for educational development but it affected negatively, the effective and efficient delivery of services in 
Sri Lanka`s education sector especially the management of schools and availability of qualified and 
trained teachers. The study suggested that, decentralization reform in Sri Lanka`s education sector should 
be reviewed to ameliorate the problem of poor provision and delivery of services in the country`s 
education sector.  

Keywords: Decentralization, Impact, Education, Provincial, Council and Sri Lanka 

 

Background 

During the past two-three decades, many countries in the world followed the state-centered governance 
strategy to achieve their development objectives (Cheema and Rondinelli, 1983: 2; Oxhorn, Tulchin and 
Selee, 2004: 3). One of the main reasons that influenced this state-centered approach was the 
development impetus that prevailed in the contemporary world. According to the views of policy-makers 
in therespective countries, development was largely a technical challenge. If a country could come up 
with a national plan for investing a sufficient amount of capital in a manner consistent with macro-
stability which itself is a precondition for development, then such a country could accomplish their 
development goal. Moreover, they envisaged that good advisors could devise good policies, and 
technically assisted and institutionally capable governments would implement those policies. However, 
this can be achieved only through a state-centered system, which endorses flexible implementation of 
policies formulated by highly competent technocrats and the degree of accountability of politicians and 
bureaucrats (World Bank, 1997: 2). As a result of such development planning led by the central 
development plan, many countries recorded a substantial improvement in some of the human 
development indicators such as literacy rate and life expectancy. However, despite such positive 
outcomes in those areas, most of these countries still had to face various problems such as slow economic 
growth, inefficient and corrupt administrations, increasing government expenditure, widening inequality, 
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and waste of resources which resulted in the stagnation of overall development process (Bangura and 
Larbi, 2006: 2). Therefore, theoreticians and development practitioners in the early 1970s were busily 
probing the root causes of such issues that were associated with the state-centered strategy. 

Many analysts have attributed this particular situation to the domination of urban-elites in decision-
making, rigid bureaucratic structures, and insufficient information flow, which in effect were the inherent 
drawbacks of the state-centered approach (Ebel and Yilmaz, 2003: 101), and the negligence of socio-
economic and political factors of their countries as well. Consequently, there was an increasing demand 
for an alternative development strategy, which would sustain the socio- economic development. Under 
these circumstances, policy makers in many countries aiming at stimulating development thrust started to 
pay attention to a governance reform in the 1970s. Such attentions were primarily focused on formulating 
strategies to enhance the governance performance (Ebel and Yilmaz, 2003: 101). Thus, in order to 
achieve a development-oriented governance system while overcoming the shortcomings of the existing 
state-centered system, decentralization appeared as a strategy to enhance governance performance (Shah, 
2004: 4). Over time, it came to be generally accepted that meaningful development was possible only if it 
was planned and implemented by the people who expected to be the beneficiaries of such development 
process (Maro, 1990: 673).  

Further, a consensus emerged that development should follow a bottom-up approach which ensures 
community involvement. As a result of arguments in favor of decentralization, it became a part of the 
world-wide reform agenda, supported by multi-lateral and bi-lateral international donors and other 
development agencies such as the World Bank (WB), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB), and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) (Shah, 
1997: 2). Therefore, over the past few decades, regardless of the political system, geographical location, 
history, level of economic development and cultural tradition of those countries, decentralization has 
become common process throughout the world (Winkler and Gershberg, 2003: 325). As Shah explicitly 
notes, by the mid-1990s, 62 of 75 developing nations counting a population of over five million have 
embarked on some form of decentralization reforms (Shah, 1997: 2). By following other developing 
countries, Sri Lanka too introduced decentralization under the Provincial Councils Act in 1987, which 
still continues in the form of Provincial Councils. However, even after 25 years of its introduction, a 
substantial study on its impact on development has not been attempted. Therefore, in an attempt to 
contribute to this academic discourse over the efficacy of decentralization in general, and in the Sri 
Lankan context in particular, this study intends to make an impact-evaluation of Sri Lanka’s 
decentralization reform on educational development (1987) through a case study. 

Objectives of the Study 

The objectives of this study include: 

1. To examined the impacts of decentralization on local educational development in Sri Lanka. 
2. And to give policy suggestion on the need to review the decentralization reform in order to 

facilitate effective and efficient delivery of services in Sri Lanka`s education sector. 

Research Questions 

This research raised and answered the following questions: 
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1. What are the impacts of decentralization on local educational development in Sri Lanka? 
2. How can the decentralization reform be reviewed to facilitate effective and efficient delivery of 

services in Sri Lanka`s education sector? 

Methodology 

This research is a case study conducted on two selected provinces out of the nine in Sri Lanka. The 
Western and North-Western Provinces were used for this research. The qualitative and quantitative 
methods were utilized. Secondary data were sourced through annual and periodical reports of 
Government Ministries, Central and Provincial Councils, Central Bank, Election Department, Financial 
Commission as well as Census and Statistics Departments all in Sri Lanka. Qualitative data were also 
sourced through journal articles, conferences and working papers as well as published and unpublished 
reports. Secondary data were analyzed using the descriptive analysis. Primary data were obtained through 
the administration of closed ended questionnaire and structured interview conducted using snowball 
sampling technique on 450 respondents chosen from the Western and North-Western Provinces using 
stratified method. The Provinces were represented by equal number of respondents in the study. The 
Western Province was represented by 225 respondents while North-Western Province was also 
represented by 225 respondents. And to avoid gender disparity in the choice and use of respondents, both 
male and female are represented by equal number of respondents (225 each).  A total of 450 
questionnaires were administered, completed, retrieved and analyzed using descriptive statistics known as 
Mean/Average. 

Defining Decentralization  

In a general sense, decentralization indicates the process of transferring or relocating power and 
responsibility which was concentrated on center in an organization, to an alternative institution at a lower 
level (Silverman, 1992: 1). This move is designed to bring structural changes into the institutional 
hierarchy. This general outline of the decentralization process forms the backdrop of a detailed discussion 
on the definition of decentralization presented by many analysts such as De Guzman and Reforma (1993), 
Meenakshisundaram (1994), Cheema and Rondinelli (1983), Shah and Thompson (2004) and Hood 
(1991). De Guzman and Reforma define decentralization as a process of “... systematic and rational 
disposal of power, authority, and responsibility from the center to the periphery, from the top to the lower 
levels, or from the national to the local government” (De Guzmanand Reforma, 1993: 5). Though, they 
describe decentralization as a process of transferring central power to the periphery, Meenakshisundaram 
views it as sharing of powers. He defines it as “... sharing the decision-making authority with a lower 
level of the organization” (Meenakshisundaram, 1994: 10). Slightly differently, Cheema and Rondinelli 
define decentralization as ‘transfer’ of responsibilities. For them, decentralization is “... the transfer of 
responsibility for planning, management, and the raising and allocation of resources from the central 
government and its agencies to the field units of government’s agencies, subordinate units or local 
government, semi-governmental, private or voluntary organizations (Cheema and Rondinelli, 1983: 3). 
These authors representing three schools of thought provide three definitions, which emphasize both 
similarities and differences of decentralization. The common characteristic in all these definitions is that 
the power vested in the central government is handed down to alternative institutions at a lower level 
within the organizational hierarchy.  
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Classification of Decentralization 

“Decentralization is multi-dimensional in nature”(Falleti, 2005: 328). Therefore, different views on 
classification of decentralization can also be seen throughout the world.  However, in a broader sense, 
three main types of decentralization are discussed in literature; de-concentration, delegation, and 
devolution. 

“De-concentration can be described briefly as a transfer of authority of decision-making relating to 
financial and management functions by administrative means to different levels under the jurisdictional 
authority of the central government”(Cohen and Peterson, 1999: 24). The term ‘administrative 
decentralization’ is used to denote the same process.  “One of the main characteristics of administrative 
decentralization is that the field or divisional officers who are located at the local levels of the public 
administration hierarchy receive a relatively higher degree of power and responsibility to perform their 
functions within the mandate”(Falleti, 2005: 329). It involves the shifting of workload from central 
government ministry headquarters to the local agencies or staff who is located outside the national capital 
and having restricted authority. Nevertheless, the degree of authoritative power vested with local agencies 
or their staffs differs by the nature of the reform and the manner of execution of the reform.  

These central governments decide how their tasks are to be performed, and may also decide to 
allow the local agencies to make routine decisions, plan, and adjust the implementation of central 
directives and guidelines set by the central ministries to suit the local conditions (Rondinelli, 
1980: 37).         

‘Delegation refers to the transfer of government decision-making and administrative authority to clearly 
defined organizations or firms that are either under the government’s indirect control or under 
independent agencies’(Manor, 1999:70). Typical delegations of authority from the central government to 
semi-autonomous organizations, which conform to an institutional arrangement, allow such semi-
autonomous organizations to function with relative autonomy. However, they are largely accountable to 
the central administration. State-owned industrial or manufacturing enterprises, public utility boards, 
housing and transport authorities, and urban or regional development corporations can be regarded as 
examples of this type of decentralized units. “In the early 1980s, it was common for a given government 
to establish and delegate its authority to hundreds of such semi–autonomous organizations”(Cohen and 
Peterson, 1999: 27-28). 

The delegation of functions from central ministries or departments to such organizations which comprise 
implementation units can be considered as a more extensive form of decentralization than mere 
administrative decentralization. These institutions particularly possess the technical and administrative 
capability to carry out service provision and the eligibility to plan and implement decisions relevant to 
specific activities without any interference from the higher administrative units. They often have semi-
independent authority to discharge their duties without hindrance. Devolution is referred to as the 
“political decentralization that involves the transfer of power, responsibility, and resources in the 
performance of certain functions from the national level to the local government level” (Rondinelli, 1980: 
137).  It aims at granting autonomy to sub-national, district and local government units, which are 
governed by the people’s elected representatives and institutions at the respective political levels of the 
country. Therefore, these institutions are entitled to self-government status and, accordingly, to improve 
their administrative and technical capabilities. Under the devolution of power, the national government 
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discharges its functions that can be performed by the local government institutions. It provides an 
opportunity for them to improve their performance relating to functions that cannot be performed by the 
national government. Hence, “devolution is considered as an arrangement in which one finds reciprocal, 
mutually benefiting and coordinate relationships that exist between central and local 
governments”(Rondinelli, 1980: 138-139). Many countries with heterogeneous communities suffer 
heavily from the rising demand for sub-national or regional rights fueled by independent sentiments of 
ethnic and religious groups. Such countries, since the late 1980s, began to introduce devolution reforms 
by “… a power sharing arrangement through self-governance in order to harmonize differences among 
groups and regions in societies”(World Bank, 1997: 3).   

The Theoritical Argument of Decentralization 

In spite of the fact that the contemporary argument on decentralization usually takes place in terms of 
means of governance, the theoretical foundation of decentralization comes from the idea of local 
governance. 

The origin of the idea of decentralization dates back to the 17th century, to the works of philosophers 
such as Rousseau, Mill, Tocqueville, Montesquieu and Madison (Ebel and Yilmaz, 2001: 2). However, in 
recent times the idea has taken definite forms with the idea of local governments, pointed out by 
Musgrave and P. Samuelson who introduced the concept of fiscal federalism by bringing the new concept 
for the public finance in 1952.Tiebout (1956) premised his idea of local finance by extending federal 
finance further into the local level. His colleagues and followers such as Stigler (1957), Musgrave (1959), 
Oates (1972), Bird (1995), and later Harold Wolman (1996), subsequently extended this idea of Tiebout. 

Tiebout (1956) presented a new model on local expenditure and finance, aiming to reach development 
achievements via local governance by the provision of public goods and services, “… apart from the 
central government apparatus”(Tiebout, 1956: 419). Tiebout’s idea of local governance (local finance) is 
to convince that the local governance system, rather than the central governing system, is able to provide 
public goods and services tailored to suit consumer preferences efficiently in heterogeneous societies 
(Tiebout, 1956: 447).  He highlights the fact that faster information exchange becomes fruitful to resource 
allocation, contributing to increased efficiency in public goods and service provisions, and in the process 
of decision-making on resource allocation and mobilization. Since the centrally governed system gives 
priority to national requirements, the regional or personal preferences are not being prioritized. Apart 
from this, he points out the importance of the competition emerging among the local government 
institutions for winning the voters in their respective jurisdictions. This competition, for him, could also 
accelerate efficient provision of goods and services, fulfilling public preferences, minimizing corruption 
and resource wastage, while ensuring transparency in management, which is impossible to expect from a 
centrally controlled ruling unit (Tiebout, 1956: 419). 

Oates (1972) highlights the importance of a consumer’s choice on common goods and services and 
stresses that this can be achieved successfully through a decentralized ruling mechanism. The close 
relationship between the authority and the people provides the base to supply goods and services at an 
optimum efficient level (Oates, 1972: 32). 

Wolman (1996) emphasizes the ability of decentralized systems to improve the economic development 
process. According to him, efficiency, governance and distributive values generated by decentralized 
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governance could lead to economic development by successful service provision. In this regard, by 
acknowledging the fundamental difference between private enterprises and public sector, he points out the 
political priority of the public welfare service provision of the public sector. Moreover, he identifies the 
limitations of national governments to fulfill local needs while prioritizing national preferences (Wolman, 
1996: 27). This often creates a gap between the taxpayers’ expectations and the public services provided 
by the government. What Wolman reveals is that the maximum level of public welfare cannot be 
guaranteed by such a central governance approach. This can be sustained only by decentralized 
governance which identifies the different public interests and volume of public welfare needed to be 
provided on some occasions. Hence, only decentralized governance can improve efficiency of the public 
welfare service provision. 

The Provincial Council System 

The thirteenth amendment to the Constitution and the Provincial Council Act no. 42 of 1987 was passed 
by the Sri Lankan parliament on November 14, 1987.The province, as a unit of devolution, represents an 
upward shift from district to a regional level for locating governmental power in the country. It allows a 
comprehensive focus on devolution, with greater functional autonomy for democratically elected PCs to 
function autonomously. Legislative and executive powers are vested on a popularly elected PC consisting 
of elected members and the governor, who is appointed by the president. In addition, the procedural 
arrangement for the exercising the devolved powers are set out in the Provincial Councils Act No. 42 of 
1987.   

By introducing the PCs, decision-makers at the center intended to share legislative, executive and fiscal 
powers with the provinces which had earlier been concentrated at the center. As explained above, the PCs 
comprised, literally, the representatives of respective provinces, elected through PC elections. Those 
elections, conducted separately from the national parliamentary election, came under the provision of the 
Provincial Council Election Act No.32. Under the Provincial Council’s Election Provisions, the number 
of representatives in each council varied depending on the population, area size and development status of 
each province. Taking the province as a single electorate, representatives are elected under the 
proportional representation and preferential voting system. Candidates who have obtained more 
preferential votes through their party nomination lists are elected as legitimate members of the council for 
a 5- year term (Provincial Council Election Act No.32, 1988). 

As a result of the PCs reform, the provincial council became the democratic governance body which is 
entrusted with legislative and executive functions in the respective provinces. Its legislative function is 
conferred upon the democratically elected council members while executive functions are vested on the 
Chief Minister (CM), the board of Ministers, who are selected from the elected council members and the 
Governor who is appointed by the President of the country. Therefore, except the Governor, the 
composition of the PC is based on the elected council members.  According to the PC Act, the leader of 
the party that gained the majority of votes is invited by the Governor to form a government with a Board 
of Ministers. The CM who is appointed by the Governor becomes the political head of the province and 
commands support from majority of the members of the Council. However, in practice, it has been 
become the tradition for the winning political party to nominate the CM. The functions and duties 
performed by the CM make him the Chief Executive of the province. He is the foremost among the 
provincial ministers and hence must oversee the process of executive functions in the provincial system. 
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The Board of Ministers comprising not more than four other ministers shall collectively be responsible 
and answerable to the PC. It will be the CM’s responsibility to ensure such collective responsibility. 
Ministers including the CM are assigned to the functional responsibility of specific subjects. The CM 
himself takes over important ministries such as finance, planning, personnel, and provincial 
administration, which would enable him to exercise effective control over the vital functions at the 
Provincial administration. The other members of the Board of Ministers coordinate their functions with 
the Governor, helping CM to exercise his executive powers (Marasinghe, 2010: 15). The Governor must 
be kept informed of all decisions and information relating to the administration and the proposals for 
legislation. In performing their functions, the ministers must coordinate all matters with the national 
ministries since they have to comply with the policies of the central ministries too. The Board of 
Ministers is responsible for translating national policy into provincial programs, and thereby, they 
perform a crucial   role in linking the province with the central government.  Apart from the CM, the 
Board of Ministers and the council members, the Governor has been assigned to key role in the 
functioning of PCs. The Governor is the head of the executive in respect of the subjects and functions 
transferred to a PC, and thus he functions as the head of the Provincial Executive (13th Amendment to the 
Constitution in 1987: 154c). The Governor is appointed by the President according to his discretion (13th 
Amendment to the Constitution, 1987: 154b-1). The functions assigned to the Governor, who is appointed 
for five-year tenure is to ensure that the devolved powers are exercised within the framework of the law. 

Power-Sharing 

Subjects and functions assigned to PC comprise mainly matters of a regional concern and focus, bearing 
directly on the day-to-day life of people. According to the Provincial Council Act, the separation of 
subjects and functions between the central government and PC has been set out in the Ninth Schedule of 
the Constitution. There are “Lists” as the ‘List One’ (Provincial), the ‘List Two’ (Central Government) 
and the ‘List Three’ (concurrent). The List One delineates the exclusive domain of devolved authority; 
‘List Two’ sets out areas reserved for the central government and it includes national policy on all 
subjects and functions; List Three or the Concurrent List comprises subjects shared between the PCs and 
the central government. Any subject or function not listed under the PC List or the concurrent List will 
come under the purview of the central government. In this context, it must be noted that the subjects and 
functions devolved to PC are only what have been expressly set out in List One or List Three. However, 
there is no clear demarcation in some of the subjects and functions as to who has the absolute power to 
carry them out (Egalahewa, 2010: 149). For instance, land powers are vested on the PCs. But, the central 
government too has the same powers. In such a context, ambiguity arises as to who will control which. In 
such cases, the central government can often impinge on the areas which come under the purview of the 
PCs. What this highlight is that, in demarcating the subjects and functions of a PC, specific attention has 
not been paid in maintaining distinct boundaries between the two. 

PCs are vested with both legislative and executive powers (Provincial Council Act No. 42, 1987). The 
legislative powers are listed under the PC List (List One) and the concurrent List (List Three). By virtue 
of the power derived from the constitution, PC is empowered to make statutes on any matter set out in 
List One (Provincial List) such as local road development, or List Three, (Concurrent List) which consists 
of functions such as land, irrigation and agriculture which can be worked out by the provincial 
government and the central government. With respect to the functions in the List Three (Concurrent), 
though, PC is entitled to make laws, those can be passed, reviewed, or rejected by the central government. 
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However, when a PC passes a law on a subject already entrusted to it, and if that subject does not comply 
with the central government’s provisions, it would then become incompatible with that Act. Therefore, 
such law becomes inoperative within the province till it becomes consistent with constitution.  Laws 
passed by a PC have to be approved by the Governor of the province before they are enforced. The 
developmental projects designed by PCs within their provisions become laws and they receive funds 
during a fiscal year from the provincial fund (13th Amendment to the Constitution, 1987: 154g-9). 

The legislative power on responsibilities and functions of the PCs, however, are subject to certain 
conditions and limitations. In respect of subjects in the Concurrent List, for example, the Parliament has 
the power to review the legitimacy of the related matter. “Therefore, PCs are not fully autonomous as 
their powers and functions are subject to parliamentary review “(Selvakkumaran, 2010: 75). In this 
context, it is apparent that PCs require the Parliament’s sanction to enact laws relating to certain matters. 
For example, when a PC’s bill had been referred to the Attorney General (AG), it can be passed or 
rejected by a simple majority of the Parliament. However, if one or more PCs disagree, then it would need 
a two-third majority to pass such a bill (Provincial Council Act No.42, 1987: 15a).   

As far as the executive power is concerned, the power is vested with PCs which constitute democratically 
elected members and the governor appointed by the president (Provincial Councils Act No 42, 1987: 
154c). However, in reality, the right of exercising such executive powers lies solely with the Governor 
who exercises it in consultation with the CM of the Board of Ministers. The reason for such a powerful 
Governor is that he has the final authority to enact the laws created by the Board of Ministers. However, 
the Governor in the normal course of events shall exercise his functions in accordance with the advices of 
council’s executive (Board of Ministers) except in such instances where he is expected to act using his 
own discretion. 

However, it is important to note that under specific circumstances, the PCs will cease to function, and 
their administration will be taken over by the central government.  These specific circumstances are (1) 
when a PC becomes a threat to the national and public security, (2) failure of a PC to comply with 
directions given to the Governor or follow the constitution, and, (3) failure of the administrative 
machinery of a PC and /or in a situation of financial instability (Provincial Council Act, No.42, 1987: 
16a). 

Decentralization of Educational Service under Provincial Council’S Reform in Sri Lanka  

Many factors have contributed to shaping of the current education systems in many countries. In the case 
of Sri Lanka, the indigenous cultural traditions and values as well as colonial influence have 
tremendously affected the development of education throughout history. Historically, Sri Lanka is 
renowned for having a well-established traditional system of education in the Sinhala and Tamil areas in 
medieval era. When it comes into the western colonial era, the education system of the county underwent 
majorchanges according to the colonial authorities’ requirements. 

However, the colonial pattern began to change in the 1930s after legislative reform placed the MOE under 
the control of elected indigenous representatives. The government directly controlled the schools and 
teacher training colleges. With the ascendance of the Sri Lankan political elite into the power structure, 
reforms were enacted to bring universal literacy in the 1940s. Education was made free for all students in 
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government schools in 1945. Thus, by the time of Independence in 1948, Sri Lanka inherited a well-
developed educational infrastructure compared with other nations in the region. 

The post-independence governments have made education one of their highest priorities, and their 
policies have yielded excellent results. Within a period of less than 40 years, the number of schools in the 
country grew by 50%; the number of students has increased by more than 300%, and the number of 
teachers increased by more than 400%. The literate population has grown correspondingly, and by the 
mid-1980s, it is officially acknowledged that over 90% of the population was literate (89% of them were 
above the age of ten years) with near universal literacy among the younger population (Ministry of 
Education, 2008). In this period, the Government has played even a larger role in education in 1972 by 
introducing a new education reform. These government efforts made in 1972, more or less, focused on the 
improvement of physical infrastructure and facilities, teaching staff and the improvement of school 
administration. Along with the public schools, there were also private schools functioning in the field of 
education. Since the beginning of 1980s, there has been a considerable increase in the number of private 
schools in the country. These private schools follow the local curriculum formulated by the MOE in all 
three mediums, namely Sinhala, Tamil and English. 

Sri Lanka’s current education system rests mainly on the reform introduced in 1976.  Since then, no 
drastic changes have been made in the overall education system, although there have been changes in the 
education administration under the PCs reform in 1987. As shown in Chart 4.1, the formal education 
structure is divided into five levels: primary, junior secondary, senior secondary, collegiate, and tertiary. 
The primary education lasts five years (grade 1-5) and at the end of that period, the students sit for a 
national scholarship examination. This examination allows students with higher marks to move to leading 
schools in any area. After primary education, the junior secondary level lasts for 4 years (grade 6-9), 
followed by 2years (grade 10-11) at the senior secondary level, which is the preparatory level for the 
General Certificate of Education (GCE) at the Ordinary Level (O/L). By law, it is mandatory for all 
children to attend school up to grade nine (age 14). Students pursuing tertiary education must pass the 
GCE O/L to enter the collegiate level. After a two-year study period (grade 12-13), they have to sit for the 
General Certificate of Education (GCE) Advanced Level (A/L). On the successful completion of this 
examination, students can move on to the tertiary education level (Ministry of Education, 2006). Students 
who obtain higher marks (the University Grants Commission determines cut off marks) are admitted to 
public universities. Currently, Sri Lanka has16 public universities, all of which offer undergraduate 
courses while a few of them offer postgraduate courses as well. Until the introduction of the Provincial 
Council Act in 1987, education system in the country remained under the central government’s MOE.  At 
the time of the PCs reform, the MOE headed by the minister and assisted by the deputy minister was 
responsible to the masses to provide quality education for 5 million students who studied in 9,000 schools 
under 200,000 teachers all over the country (Annual Report, Ministry of Education, 1988). The 
administrative hierarchy consisting of the Secretary at the top, followed by the Deputy and Additional 
Secretaries of education, was responsible for the quality, access to and efficiency of the education system 
in the country. The Department of Education (DE), headed by the Director General of Education (DGE) 
under the MOE was solely responsible for education planning, implementation and management in the 
entire country. The role of the MOE was in advisory capacity, and it provided the necessary guidance to 
the DE. 

  



19 | P a g e  
 

Figure 1: Eeducational Administrations under the Central Government    
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Annual Report, Ministry of Education, 2010 

The secretary of education who becomes the Head of the administrative hierarchy is responsible to the 
minister for policy implementation in education. Several additional secretaries who are responsible for 
different sections in education sector assist him. In order to execute its functions properly, the MOE 
established a DE, which is solely responsible to the Education Minister through the secretary of 
education. The DE, headed by the DGE is located in Colombo. The structure of the DE consists of 
Provincial Director of Education (PED) for each of the provinces, Chief Education Directors for sub-
provincial level, and Divisional Director of Educational (DDE) to serve at the divisional level. 

Changes in Educational Administration 

As discussed earlier, with PCs reform, education was brought under the central government and 
Provincial Councils. However, the responsibility of administration of national schools remains under the 
Education Department. The PC was vested with the power to provide facilities and management including 
recruitment of teachers for provincial schools to facilitate public service. The PCs, which consisted of 
democratically elected members and led by chief ministers and governors, became responsible 
governance bodies in the realm of education in each province. The CM who generally becomes the 
Education Minister in his ex-officio capacity is responsible for  
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Overseeing the councils’ functions in this area.  Likewise, a national level PDE that is solely responsible 
to the provincial Education Minister through the provincial secretary of education was established in each 
province             

Figure 2: Governance Changes in Education

 

Source: Annual Report, Department of Education t in Sri Lanka, 2010 
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The provincial education secretary is the Head of the provincial education administration, and the 
Provincial Department of Education (PDoE) headed by the Provincial Director of Education carries out 
the functions at the provincial level. It reflects the functions and statutes pertaining to education of the 
National Education Department. As in the previous state-centered system, the provincial administration in 
education is further delegated through Educational Zonal office at the district level under Zonal Directors, 
and the Divisional office at the divisional level under the Divisional Directors .With the introduction of 
these changes, the Divisional Directors in educational divisions and Zone Education Directors in 
education zones assumed the position of administrative authorities who are responsible for implementing 
of human and physical resources management at relevant levels.  According to these changes, however, 
the final decision-making authority with regard to provincial education development became a 
responsibility of the PDoE, which functioned in the capital cities, namely Colombo and Kurunegala in 
WP, and NWP respectively. Thus, the management of education, previously looked after by the DE in the 
central ministry became the responsibility of the PDoEs in the provinces. However, the formulation of 
national education policies, regulation of PDoE and improving the quality of provincial education 
remained a responsibility of the central government. In order to facilitate these, a vertical relation between 
secretary of the MOE and the PDEs has been established through legal provisions. 

Apart from those institutional changes resulting from the PCs reform, it has also created parallel 
education administration systems in the country.  As far as central and provincial education system are 
concerned, DDE in Divisional Education Office, as the Head of the administration at Divisional level is 
now functioning at a lower level in the hierarchy. These directors are responsible for the administration of 
the national schools as well as provincial schools simultaneously and both these government authorities 
guide them. Similar to the lower level, PDEs at provincial level are responsible for educational 
administration acting under the guidance of the provincial education secretary and the education director 
in central DE. 

Impact of the Pcs Reform on Enhancing Efficiency of the Educational Service Provision 

In the literature, evaluation of the impact of decentralization reforms has been conducted by using various 
criteria in empirical studies (Wollar and Philip, 1998; Bardhan, 2002). In this study, evaluation of the 
impact of the PCs to improve education services is measured in terms of the change in students’ 
performances at the General Examination of Certificate Ordinary Level (G.C.E. O/L) and the Gross 
Graduate Teacher/ Pupil Ratio (GGTPR). In addition, people’s perceptions and policy-makers’ and policy 
implementers’ views have been collected by a survey and interviews conducted in the WP and NWPs. 

The education standard of pupils is determined by several factors. Among them, the quality of the input is 
identified as decisive. Efficient and effective education management, which is considered as an important 
input, plays a key role for achieving the educational development goals. Figure 3 illustrates the students’ 
performance in both pre-and post-reform periods. Since any government reform requires some time to 
take effect, the percentage of students passing G.C.E. O/L in 1990 may still be taken to reflect the 
performances of the pre-reform state-centered education system.  The figures after it would be interpreted 
as showing the result of the devolved education system both in the WP and in NWPs. 

Figure 3 compare the changes of student performances in G.C.E. O/L examinations from 1980 to 2005 in 
the districts of the Western (Colombo, Gampaha and Kalutara) and the North Western (Kurunegala and 
Puttlaum) provinces respectively. The percentages of those passing the examination mark an upward 
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trend, except in Kalutara district, in the WP until 2000. Nevertheless, from the statistics shown in the 
charts, it is hard to identify significant improvement in the rates of passing examination during the period 
1990-2000 in both provinces while there is an increase in the rate from 2000.   

However, it cannot be argued that the percentage has increased due to the contribution of the PCs reform. 
It seems that the improvement of the student performances has been affected also by some other factors 
such as the increasing encouragement received from parents and the expansion of opportunities for 
education. The encouragement by parents regarding their children’s education is attributed to the social 
and economic changes that had taken place in the Sri Lankan society in the recent past. 

Figure 3: Students’’ Performance in G.C.E. O/L Examinations in the WP/NWP (District-Wise) 

(b.) North Western Province (a.) Western Province  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Data Source: Annual Reports, Provincial Education Departments in WP and NWP, 1980 -2005 

As a direct result of the structural changes in economy since 1977, both the opportunities and the 
competitiveness in socio-economic spheres increased simultaneously. The increasing competition in the 
open market economy also affected the education system of the country (Arunathileke, 2000). In order to 
grasp the opportunities of the open economy, high education qualification became crucial. Thus, 
notwithstanding their economic hardships, the parents of almost all the children in the country show a 
keen interest in sending their children to evening and weekend tuition classes in anticipation of high result 
at G.C.E. O/L and A/L examinations. Parents tend to show such a great dedication as they foresee that the 
higher education is the only possible means to make their families’ future bright and to secure their socio-
economic status. Consequently, during the past few decades, one could perceive significant achievements 
in respect of education and better pupils’ performances in the relevant examinations. The argument that 
the increase in examination pass-rates from the year 2000 onwards is due to PC reform may be too 
premature. Many high profilebureaucrats such as Additional Director in Administration in planning 
division of PDoE in the NWP and former Provincial Commissioner of the country also support this 
argument. Hence, it is difficult to ascertain whether the contribution of PCs reform on education 
development in both WP and NWP has contributed anything significant. 
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The GTPR, which stands for the proportion of teachers in relation to the number of students, is one of the 
indicators widely used in studies for measuring education development in international contexts. 
However, the use of the GTPR as an indicator to measure the availability and or deficiency of teachers is 
inefficient in the Sri Lankan contexts (Arunatilake, 2000:23). The reason for such a supposition is that it 
would not indicate the actual situation of teachers’ presence in the schools. Due to the increasing 
popularity of some urban-based schools, parents are making every possible effort to send their children to 
those schools. Consequently, the number of students in the classroom and the number of classes for each 
grade are multiplying in these schools, thus leading to a higher rate of the GTPR in urban schools. On the 
other hand, rural schools, which are marginalized by the authorities as well as parents project a low GTPR 
ratio as the number of students in classes as well as the classes meant for each grade, are numerically 
small. The low GTPR in those schools does not indicate that those schools are well facilitated or 
developed by the authorities. Therefore, arriving at such a conclusion based on this indicator is 
misleading. 

• In order to rationalize the evaluation, therefore, this study uses the changes in the GGTPR. The 
justification of this selection is the fundamental requirement of human resources at Advanced 
Level (collegiate level) education in schools. All schools, which have Advanced Level classes, 
require graduate teachers to cover the curriculum properly. It is a responsibility of the related 
authorities to provide an adequate number of graduate teachers for relevant subjects in relevant 
schools.   Therefore, one of the measures to see actual educational management is the GGTPR in 
schools located in the peripheral areas of the province during pre-and post-reform period 
(Arunatilake, 2004:12). 

 

Figure 4: Changes in Gross Graduated Teacher-Pupil Ratio (1980-2005) 

 

 Data Sources: Educational Senses Reports, Education Departments in Western and North-Western 
Provinces, 1980-2005  

Figure 4 shows the changing GGTPR in the five districts in the WP and NWP from 1980 to 2005. As 
illustrated in the chart, the GGTPR during this period does not indicate any significant improvements in 
both provinces. For instance, except Kurunegala district in the NWP which showed a gradual decline 
from 60 to 58 which means slight improvement, all the other districts do not indicate any apparent 
changes during the study period. However, figures of Puttalam district show a relatively higher ratio, 
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starting at a ratio of 99 in 1980 and ending at 105 in 2005. Therefore, the devolving education to PC did 
not result in any noteworthy improvement in students test performances or in graduated teachers–pupil 
ratio in at least in these two provinces. 

Apart from the statistical analysis of government sources, the responses of the beneficiaries who 
personally consume the public goods on related services are also important in an evaluation of service 
provisions. The data collected from the questionnaire survey produces some evidence relating to the 
impact of reform to education. Regarding the effect of PCs on development of local education service 
provision, a majority (68%) of responses indicates the beneficiary’s dissatisfaction with the educational 
service provisions of the respective PCs. Therefore, it can be argued that PCs reform did not contribute 
significantly to the improvement of the management, human and physical infrastructure facilities of local 
educatio

Table 1: Reasons for Dissatisfaction on Educational Service  

S/N Description Frequency Percentage 
1 Lack of required 

physical infrastructure 
(building/labs/computer-
center/library, etc. 

54 12 

2 Insufficient trained and 
qualified teaching staff 
(human resource) 

18 04 

3 Political influence over 
the management 

45 10 

4 Distance and jeopardized 
relationship between 
teachers and parents of 
the students 

27 06 

5 Inefficient management 
of the school 

36 08 

6 Inefficient and 
ineffective 
administrative process of 
education  

270 60 

7 Total respondents 450 100 
Source: Author’s field survey, July 12th -28th, 2009 

When we consider the reasons for such insignificant contribution, it is evident that some of the 
institutional and procedural changes introduced by the reform have hindered the development of the local 
education service provision in respective provinces. This impediment can be observed in different ways. 
According to the beneficiaries’ perceptions on their dissatisfaction as shown in Table 4.5, the failure of 
the reform can be attributed to the inefficacy in providing necessary facilities as well as ineffective 
administration of the education.  Nevertheless, some of the experienced and influential personnel in the 
education sector have diagnosed defective designing of the reform itself as the reason for this situation.   

Particularly, due to the defects of the reform, PCs have not been able to provide necessary resources for 
the education sector as well as to form an effective and efficient management system. For instance, the 
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inability to recruit adequate number of teachers for schools, insufficient physical resources such as 
buildings, labs and libraries point to the resource constraint in the implementation of development 
projects in education. The main claim is that, apart from the financial constraints, which result in lack of 
physical, and human resources, lack of political directions and an inefficient and ineffective education 
management has resulted in the failure to improve the provincial education 

Effectiveness of the Educational Service Provisions 

The availability of teachers is an integral part of the effective education service provision in any context.  
Securing appropriate human resource which is a vital factor to distribute equal educational opportunities 
among the regions is a responsibility of the central as well as the local government in a decentralized 
system.

Table 2: Change in Teachers' Deficiency and Surpluses in the WP and NWP (1980 -2008) 
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Data Source: Education Department and Provincial Education Departments in Western and North-
Western Provinces, 1980-2008 
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Table 2 illustrates the statistics on teachers’ deficiency and surplus in provincial schools in the two 
selected provinces from 1980 to 2008. Even though the data for deficiencies and surpluses were 
unavailable before 1996, the existing data exposes the teachers’ deficiency and surplus in both provinces. 
Significantly, the deficiency numbered more than 2000 in NWP most of the study period, while the WP 
has recorded an average deficiency of around 200 (teachers) until 2004. At the same time, when the 
surplus in the NWP was zero, the WP has recorded an average surplus of 360 until 2004. The surplus 
increases after 2006 in both provinces due to the recruitment of many graduates to the teaching service by 
a national policy to provide jobs for the unemployed graduates of the country. As a result of this central 
government policy to recruit graduate teachers for the provincial schools, these PCs had to take the 
responsibility of paying them despite their financial constraints. These recruitments were done with 
underlying political motives (Lankadeepa, March 24th, 2008). 

However, before this politically motivated recruitment, the WP had recorded a relatively low teachers’ 
deficiency while recording more than 350 teachers’ surpluses whereas the NWP recording a significant 
number of teacher’s deficiency. Therefore, what this situation indicates is that both PCs have mismanaged 
their human resources, which has directly led to an ineffective service provision in the education sector. 

Apart from the quantitative evidence revealing the ineffective service provisions in education, some 
observations of the respondents support the argument that the present educational service management is 
ineffective as compared with the pre-reform system. A number of reasons have contributed to such a 
situation. First, political interventions in positioning the educational administrative personnel rendered the 
system fragile by wrecking the human and physical resource mobilization of the provincee. The 
mismanagement of the educational service at divisional and zone levels have been widespread in the post-
reform period. Particularly, promoting of lower level directors such as zone and divisional directors often 
takes place to satisfy the political supporters of the ruling parties. According to the views of the Deputy 
Director in Education Administration in Planning Division in the NWP, and retired school principal in 
NWP, the majority of divisional directors in particular, are, allegedly, truly political activists or pro-
government trade union leaders who support their parties on all policy matters. In addition, several 
instances of unethical conducts of unqualified officers are pointed out by an opposition leader, a member 
of the JVP in the NWP. Some national and electronic media also substantiate this argument. The reasons 
for these malpractices are attributed to ineffective and inefficient management for which incompetence is 
responsible.  This ineffectiveness in the management of the education sector can be identified as a 
negative impact of the PC reform in WP and NWP because such mismanagement due to political 
interferences could not be seen under the national education service  

Equitable Service Provisions  

As indicated in the literature review, there are both positive and negative impacts of the decentralization 
reform on development with respect to service-provisions (Herath, 2009:4). There is a possibility of 
deepening the disparity of service-provision, instead of securing equity.  In order to measure the impacts 
of PCs reform in securing equity, the GGTPR, which was used as criti in the previous section, and the 
availability of resources in education and road development sectors are used as indicators in this section. 

 Table 3 illustrates the changes in GGTPR in the schools in the five districts in the pre-and post- 
PC reform period (1980-2005) in WP and NWP. Puttalama district in the NWP claims the highest 
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GGTPR while Colombo district in the WP claims the lowest. Colombo district, which starts at 61 in 1980, 
shows some fluctuation within this period. Puttalam district, which maintained the all-time highest rates 
show a negative trend from the pre-reform (1980-2005) to post-reform periods. These statistics also show 
that there is not only disparity between the two provinces, but also among districts in the ratio of 
graduated teachers. Therefore, the main revelation from the statistics is that the PC reform which was 
introduced to secure equitable access to education service to people in different regions has not actually 
produced a significant impact in both WP and NWP. 

 

Table 3: Changes in Gross Graduated Teacher-Pupil Ratio in the Districts of WP and NWP (1980-
2005) 

 

 

 

 

 

Data Source: Education Census Report, Education Department and Provincial Educational Departments 
in Western and   North Western Provinces, 1980-2005. 

Discussion of Results 

Decentralization reform in Sri Lankan education sector has culminated in shortage of physical 
infrastructures required for the development of education in the country. As national population grows 
with time, increase in number of schools to accommodate the growing number of school going aged 
children has been minimal. In addition to the fact that new schools are not coming up, existing ones’ bear 
faded features which are demonstration of poor management and funding of the sector in the country. In 
some of the existing schools, laboratories for science and technology practical are insufficient while some 
schools do not even have laboratories but teach science only in theory. Computer centers in some of the 
schools have no systems for students’ usage while in some schools, the number of available ones are not 
sufficient for the students. And in some, there are no computer centers. Library facilities are inadequate in 
some of the schools. And in others, the book shelves are filled with outdated books which do not provide 
current ideas and data needed to address the present day societal problem and requirements. 

Human resource required for the development of education in Sri Lanka has also been affected by the 
decentralization policy and reform in the education sector. The number of qualified and trained teaching 
staff is inadequate for the available schools in the country as some of the qualified ones are drifting from 
teaching to other professions in which condition of service is more lucrative. The decentralization reform 
also made the education sector vulnerable to political penetration. And the politicization of the sector as 
allowed by the decentralization reform thus, resulted in the political influence over the management of 
education in Sri Lanka. This is in addition to the distance created by the reform between teachers and 

District Year  
198

0 
1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 

Colombo (WP) 61 64 62 61 63 65 
Gampaha (WP) 74 76 79 77 75 75 
Kalutara (WP) 68 70 68 64 65 68 
Kurunegala 
(NWP) 

64 62 59 57 56 53 

Puttalama (NWP) 100 102 105 106 104 112 
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parents of students. Parents, Teachers Association (PTA) had seizes to exist in some schools on the Island 
due to the fermentation of friendship between the duo caused by the decentralization reform. 

Although, new schools are not being established due to the decentralization policy and reform in Sri 
Lanka`s education sector but then, the existing established ones are also suffering from under funding and 
inefficient management. Shortage of classroom demonstrated by over crowdedness of available ones as 
well as inadequate teaching facilities and aids portrayed inefficient management schools in Sri Lanka are 
suffering from. And structure wise, some of the schools are experiencing rustication with minimal efforts 
toward renovation. These all translated in inefficient and ineffective planning and administration of 
education process in Sri Lanka courtesy of the decentralization policy and reform in the country`s 
education sector. 

Major Findings 

The study found that the impacts of decentralization on local education development in Sri Lanka include: 

1. Rusticating infrastructures in the education sector without new ones emerging as replacements 
and substitutes. 

2. Shortage of qualified and trained teachers in some schools. 
3. Politicization of management of education. 
4. Fermentation of relationship between teachers and parents of students against the old custom of 

cordial friendship between the duos.  
5. Under funding and poor management of schools. 
6. Inefficient and ineffective planning and administrative process of education. 

Conclusion and Policy Suggestion 

This study arrived at three main conclusions based on the findings of the study. First, the present study 
has shown that the PCs reform is significant as it established a second-tier governance body in Sri Lanka 
for the first time in the modern history. As observed in the conventional theories, (Livack, Junaid, and 
Bird, 1998: 2), decentralization reform has brought the governance to the sub-national level. The 
democratically elected PCs have been entrusted with power guaranteed by the constitution. One can see 
that the newly established PED reflect the administrative and structural changes in education sector which 
replaced the state-centered bureaucratic hierarchy. Further, the establishment of the FC as well as the 
Provincial Courts reflected institutionalization of new procedures for the transfer of financial authority 
from the center to the provinces, and structural changes in the judicial system in the country respectively. 
These tangible changes lead one to conclude that the PCs reform has brought new structural changes in 
governance, and procedural changes in educational service provisions.   

Second, the study concluded that the normative argument of Tiebout, the advocate of decentralization 
concept who argued for an improvement of performances of the local service provision (Tiebout, 1956: 
47) does not apply across the board. This conclusion is verified by the insignificant improvement of 
performance-indicators of the proxy functions such as student performance at the G.C.E. O/L examination 
and the gross teacher-pupil ratio in the pre-and post-reform periods in WP and the NWP.   

The third conclusion of the study was that the PCs reform has affected the education service provisions in 
different ways. The creation of a healthy atmosphere for introduce innovative such as new curriculum fit 
to the local needs in education can be cited as another positive impact of the reform. 
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As for the negative impacts of the PCs reform, the study found that PC reform has aggravated the 
disparity and ineffectiveness service provision. As far as disparities in development are concerned, 
contrary to the theorization of decentralization as the key to a balanced regional development, its 
operation in Sri Lanka raises questions on those standpoints due to the persistent inter and intra-provincial 
disparities in the country. For example, it could be mostly observable that there is a disproportionate 
distribution of the educational service provisions in the provinces. The criteria used for this study, GTPR 
and teacher’s deficiency and surplus, showed the prevailing inter-and intra-provincial disparity among the 
districts and provinces in the education service sector. 

The impact of decentralization reform on development is determined by different factors under different 
contexts. Lack of resources, poor coordination, legal constraints, incompetence of PC management and 
the domination of the central government are found to be the major drawbacks of this system. Lack of 
political commitment on the part of national and local level politicians in the decentralization of power 
and responsibilities was identified as another negative factor. Another drawback was the inappropriate 
designing of the reform itself to which other defects can also be attributed. Based on these facts and 
findings, the present study concluded that decentralization reform, as a means of developmental 
governance, did not make the desired impact on educational development. It also concluded that the 
nature of the impact of a reform was mainly determined by the design of the reform itself and the 
contextual factors. 

However, we cannot have criticized the decentralization reform in totality. In as much as it has its defects, 
the reform also has its positive effect which is the healthy environment for educational development it has 
created in Sri Lanka. But then, its negative impacts as found in this study surpassed its advantages. 
Therefore, it cannot be condemned as a whole. And owing to this fact, this study suggested that, state and 
non-state actors as well as policy experts in Sri Lanka education sector and system come together, rob 
minds and review the decentralization reform and policy with a view to adjust those part of the reform 
that impact negatively on the development of local education in the country
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Abstract 

The paper focused on human capital theory: implications for educational development in Nigeria. The 
belief that education is an engine of growth lies on the quality and quantity of education in any country. 
The paper opined that formal education is highly instrumental and necessary to improve the production 
capacity of a nation and opens up the rationality behind investment in human resources. Theoretical 
frameworks of human resources were identified and findings revealed that investments in education have 
positive correlation with economic growth and development. Criteria for the applicability and problems 
associated with the theory were identified and highlighted for the implications educational development. 
The paper recommends that there is need for a focused, responsive, functional and qualitative educational 
system and for education to contribute significantly to economic growth and development; it must be of 
high quality to meet the skill-demand needs of the economy. If human capital theorists are correct that 
education is the primary cause of higher earnings, then it obviously makes sense to provide more 
education to low-income groups of the society to reduce poverty and degree of income inequality. 

Keywords: Human capital, educational development, production, economic growth, Nigeria. 

 

Introduction 

 The essence of every nation’s educational plan is to make her education system more relevant.  
One of these areas of relevance it aims at achieving is the generation of manpower needed to drive the 
nation’s economy (Nzokurum and Awah, 2017).  Education is an economic good because it is not easily 
obtainable and thus needs to be apportioned.  Economists regard education as both consumer and capital 
good because it offers utility to a consumer and also serves as an input into the production of other goods 
and services. 

As a capital good, education can be used to develop the human resources necessary for economic and 
social transformation (Olaniyan, 2008).  The focus on education as a capital good relates to the concept of 
human capital, which emphasizes that the development of skills is an important factor in production 
activities.  It is widely accepted that education creates improved citizens and helps to upgrade the general 
standard of living in a society.  Therefore, positive social change is likely to be associated with the 
production of qualitative citizenry.  This increasing faith in education as an agent of change in many 
developing countries including Nigeria, has led to a heavy investment in it. 

The pressure for higher education in many developing countries has undoubtedly been helped by public 
perception of financial reward from pursuing such education (Eseyin, 2014).  Generally, this goes with 
the belief that expanding education promotes economic growth.  However, the paradox accompanying 
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this belief is that despite the huge investment on education, there is little evidence of growth–promoting 
externalities of education in Nigeria (Olaniyan and Okemakinde, 2008). 

Concept of Human Capital Theory 

 Human capital theory provides a justification for a large public expenditure on education in 
developing and developed nations.  This theory suggests that education or training raises the productivity 
of workers by imparting useful knowledge and skills, hence raising workers future income by increasing 
their life time earnings (Ramachandra, 2010).   

The concept of human capital theory was first used by the classicalist economists like Alfred Marshal and 
Adam Smith (although developed by G.S. Berker, 1991) which stresses the significance of education and 
training as the key to participation in the near global economic order.  Based on the opinions of Schultz 
(1971), Sakamota and Powers (1995) and Psacharopoulas and Woodhall (1997), human capital theory 
rests on the assumption that formal education is highly instrumental and even necessary to improve the 
production capacity of a population. The human capital theorist is of the view that an educated population 
is a productive population. 

 Human capital theory emphasizes how education increases the productivity and efficiency of 
workers by increasing the level of cognitive stock of economically productive human capability which is 
the product of innate abilities and investment in human beings. The provision of formal education is seen 
as a productive investment in human capital, which the proponents of the theory have considered as 
equally or even more equally worthwhile than that of physical capital (Woodhall, 1997).   

According to Babalola (2003), the rationality behind investment in human capital is based on three 
arguments: 

• That the new generation must be given the appropriate part of the knowledge which has already 
been accumulated by previous generations 

• That the new generation should be taught how existing knowledge should be used to develop new 
products to introduce new processes and production methods and social services    

• That people must be encouraged to develop entirely new ideas, products, processes and methods 
through creative approaches. 

Efforts to promote investment in human capital were seen to result in rapid economic growth for 
a society. Most economists agree that it is human resources of the nation not its capital or its 
material resources, which ultimately determine the character and pace of its economic and social 
development.  Human resources constitute the ultimate basis of the wealth of nations.  Capital 
and natural resources are passive factors of production, human beings are the active agencies who 
accumulate capital, exploit natural resources, build social, economic and political organizations 
and carry forward national development ( Almendarez, 2015). 

Empirical Evidence of Human Capital Model 

 Based on the significance of education, the concept of human capital has been brought to 
the forefront of many discourses in the field of economic growth and development.  Studies have 
shown that improvements in education accelerate productivity and contribute to the development 
of technology, thus improving human capital.  More than anything else, it has been the 
spectacular growth in East Asia that has given education and human capital their current 
popularity in the field of economic growth and development.  There are several ways of modeling 
how the huge expansion of education accelerates economic growth and development.  The first is 
to view education as an investment in human capital.  A different view of the role of education in 



34 | P a g e  
 

the economic success is that education has positive externalities; educate part of the community 
and the whole of its benefits. 

The idea that education generates positive externalities is by no means new.  Many of the 
classical economists argued strongly for government’s active support of education on the grounds 
of the positive externalities that society would gain from a more educated labour force and 
populace (Van Den Berg 2001). Smith (1976) reflects such progressive contemporary thought 
when he wrote that by educating its people, a society derives no inconsiderable advantage from 
their instruction.  The more they are instructed, the less liable they are to the delusions of 
enthusiasm and superstition, which among ignorant nations frequently occasion the most dreadful 
disorders.  Instructed and intelligent people are always more decent and orderly than ignorant 
ones.  Smith views the externalities to education as important to the proper functioning not only 
of the economy but of a democratic society. 

 Another way of modeling the role of education in the growth and development process is 
to view human capital as a critical input for innovations, research and development activities.  
From this perspective, education is seen as an intentional effort to increase the resources needed 
for creating new ideas and thus, any increase in education will directly accelerate technological 
process.  This approach adopts the assumptions of Schumpter (1973) of imperfectly competitive 
product markets and competitive innovation which permits the process of generating 
technological progress.  Education is seen as the input into the intentional and entrepreneurial 
efforts to create new technology and new products. 

Odekunle (2001) affirms that investment in human capital has positive effects in the supply of 
entrepreneurial activity and technological innovation. However, Ayeni (2003) insists that 
education as an investment has future benefits in cash and in kind. Moving further, Ayara (2002) 
reported that education has not had the expected positive growth impact on economic growth in 
Nigeria.  He outlined three points that could account for such results, which are: 

1) educational capital has gone into privately remunerative but socially unproductive activities: 
or   

2) there has been slow growth in the demand for educated labor: or 
3) the education system has failed, such that schooling provides few (or non) skills. 

Application of Human Capital Theory to Educational System 

 Babalola (2003) opined that the contribution of education to economic growth and 
development occurs through its ability to increase the productivity of an existing labour force in 
various ways.  However, economic evaluation of educational investment projects should take into 
account certain criteria according to (Psacharopolous, 1997).  These include: 

1) Direct economic returns to investment, in terms of the balance between the opportunity costs 
of resources and the expected future benefits; 

2) Indirect economic returns in terms of external benefits affecting other members of society; 
3) The private demand for education and other factors determining individual demand for 

education;  
4) The geographical and social distribution of educational opportunities; and 
5) The distribution of financial benefits and burdens of education. 

Education plays a great and significant role in the economy of a nation, hence educational expenditures 
are found to constitute a form of investment. This augments individual’s human capital and leads to 
greater output for society and enhanced earnings for the individual worker. It increases their chances of 
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employment in the labour market and allows them to reap pecuniary and non-pecuniary returns giving 
them opportunities for job mobility (Ossai & Nwalado, 2017). 

Education is a source of economic growth and development only if it is anti –traditional to the extent that 
it liberates, stimulates and informs the individual and teaches him how to make demands upon himself.  
Accordingly, a proper educational strategy would manifest itself in four major developments – producing 
capacities (Olaniyan & Okemakinde, 2008). According to Bronchi (2003), the first is the development of 
a general trend favourable to economic progress. The reference is to social mobility, a general increase in 
literacy necessary for improved communication. 

The second capacity emphasizes the development of complimentary resources for factors which are 
relatively plenty and substitutes for relatively scarce factors.  The third capacity underscores the durability 
than most forms of non-human reproductive capital.  This implies that a given investment in education 
tends to be more productive, other things equal, than some outlay on non-human resource.  Finally, 
education is an alternative to consumption, for it transfers to round – about production of the resources 
that would otherwise be consumed now. 

Implications of Human Capital Theory for Educational Development 

 It has been proven that the human capital theory and educational systems work beautifully for the 
development of individuals and nations. However, there are implications involved, especially in relation 
to the differences in policies and expenditures in education.  The human capital theory emphasized the 
need for policy makers to allocate significant resources to the expansion of educational systems.  The 
central difference in the policy implications of the human capital model and the alternative model relates 
to the desirable level of public expenditure on education. 

Many of the developing nations have thus realized that the principal mechanism for developing human 
knowledge is the education system.  Thus, they invest huge sum of money on education not only as an 
attempt to impact knowledge and skills to individuals but also to impart values, ideas, attitudes and 
aspirations which may be in the nation’s best developmental interest (Olaniyan and Okemakinde). In 
addition to manpower planning needs, parents strongly feel that in an era of scarce skilled manpower, the 
better the education their children can get, the better are their chances of getting well- paid jobs.  The poor 
often look at their children’s education as the best means of escaping poverty.  The concept of human 
resources has provided a useful bridge between the theoretical concerns of students of the developmental 
process and the practical requirements of assistance to planners (Agabi and Ogah, 2010). 

 It is also worth noting that the casual relationship between education and earnings has important 
implications for public policy.  If human capital theorists are correct in arguing that education is the 
primary cause of higher earnings, then it obviously makes sense to provide more education to low income 
groups of the society to reduce poverty and the degree of income inequality. 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

 Since the purpose of a minimum standard is to offset the effects of poverty, appropriate subsidies 
could in principle achieve the same result without compulsion.  The effectiveness of voluntary investment 
in human capital is often underrated because subsidies to human capital usually cover, at best only a 
portion of earnings forgone.   If they cover all cost including those forgone, almost all children would 
continue to school through the age desired. 

Nigeria is confronted by most of the problems that could limit the capacity of expansion in education to 
stimulate growth and development such as underemployment, low absorptive capacity, and shortage of 
professionals, regional imbalances and brain drain. 
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The persistence of many of the problems in spite of the various policy formulation and responses points to 
the need for a more focused responsive, functional and qualitative educational system.  To contribute 
significantly to economic growth and development education must be of high quality and also meet the 
skill - demand needs of the economy. 

  It is not a noble achievement for any sector of the economy to exist for years only to make 
negligible contributions to economic growth, which is not commensurate with its life span and 
investment.  In this case, there is need for more commitment by the authorities not to interfere with 
decisions such as curriculum or teacher’s responsibilities.  Parents should not wish to fulfill their life 
expectations in their children by selecting careers for them or by suggesting subjects that they should 
study.  They should not also encourage or assist their children and wards to purchase certificates.  
Government, in its employment policies, should lay more emphasis on specialization and competence 
rather than paper qualifications and ill – gotten certificates. 
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Abstract  

This study examined the role of Igbo language in inculcating skill acquisition and entrepreneurial 
development in public secondary school students in South East geopolitical Zone of Nigeria. The design 
of the study was descriptive survey.  One research question guided the study. The sample of the study 
consisted of 64 Igbo head teachers, drawn from three states through purposive proportionate stratified 
random sampling technique. An 11-item questionnaire was used to collect data from the respondents. The 
instrument was validated by two experts in Igbo language education and one from Measurement and 
Evaluation, from the University of Nigeria, Nsukka. The instrument yielded reliability co-efficient of 0.91 
using Cronbach Alpha method. The data were analyzed using mean scores. The results showed that Igbo 
language as one of indigenous languages in Nigeria is indispensable cultural legacy without which all 
forms of human interactions can be carried out and such is very effective in making students comfortable 
in expressing their thought and translating their ideas in acquiring the necessary skills in Igbo craft, arts, 
indigenous knowledge and the likes thereby, attaining desirable entrepreneurial development. It was 
recommended, among others, that the teachers should give the students in-depth teaching in Igbo 
language to ensure that they acquire the necessary skills needed to equip them for entrepreneurial 
development.  

Key words: Indigenous language, Igbo language, skill acquisition, Entrepreneurial development  

Introduction 

Every linguistically distinct community is known to have been settled in an area for many 
generations, where they use indigenous language as their identity. These indigenous languages are spoken 
by indigenous peoples and it has remained their desire to rebuild their communities on a traditional and 
culturally grounded foundation (Iwu, 2016). These indigenous languages are indispensable cultural 
legacies without which all forms of human interactions can be carried out, hence development indices 
such as internal cohesion, integration, unity, economic wellbeing and citizens’ participation in skill 
acquisition as well as entrepreneurial development are promoted through indigenous languages.Since 
language and culture are inseparable, this indigenous language is the medium which is used to transfer 
culture from one generation to another for equipping individuals in the community, thus the need for it to 
be a medium of instruction and subject of study in school. Orakwe (2016) asserts that these cultures 
comprise enormous talents, skills, oral literature and tradition, ingenuity that are bound in the rural 
populace that is essential for development of that community. Nigeria has many indigenous languages of 
which Igbo language is one of them. It is the duty of the Igbo indigenous people through the teacher and 
community member to inculcate or pass on their ancestral language and the cultural content to the next 
generation as part of their education due to its enviable role in their lives.  
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Education is a potential instrument for encouraging independent thinking among the learners. 
Education is indispensable for all nations aspiring towards basic knowledge and skills to achieve 
greatness. Ekwe (2015) asserts that nations that consider compulsory education for her citizens see it as 
an agent of sustainable growth and development. Education therefore, represents the totality of the 
institutional structures and processes that determine both learning and teaching as a means for 
transmission and improvement of a society’s repertoire of knowledge, ideas, skills, traditions, abilities, 
morality and culture from one generation to another  to enable them be a functional member of the 
society(Ibrahim, 2016). The functional aspect of these virtues of education is in line with the federal 
government’s measure for self-reliance among her citizens. The self-reliance on part of students can only 
be attained where the teacher emphasizes indigenous language and culture as its core curriculum and 
focuses on enhancing these ideas and potential to enable citizens acquire practical skills which will enable 
them to be employer of labour rather than seeker of job from the public sector (Ebo, 2016).  In support of 
the above, Idu (2016) opines students should be allowed and encouraged to come up with their own 
opinions and interpretations of events around them. Idu further observed that indigenous language play 
importance role on the individual's personal and intellectual development. Studies show that students who 
have a solid foundation in indigenous language develop stronger literacy abilities and practical skills to 
enable them to be functional member in the society. Thus the present study sets out to investigate the true 
position of Igbo language with respect to skill acquisition and entrepreneurial development. 

Statement of Problem 

Over the years, Igbo language as one of the indigenous languages in Nigeria have suffered greatly 
as a result of shifting economic forces, advancing technologies, encroaching population centre, social 
acculturation, and colonial expansion. This situation has led to chronic poverty, under development, 
unemployment among Igbo citizen and lose of Igbo culture, thus the need to respect and promote capacity 
building in areas such as skills acquisition and skill enhancement, entrepreneurial development and 
subsequent utilization for economic transformation. Igbo language as one of the recognized indigenous 
languages in Nigeria  has a lot of traditional skills/ potentials, indigenous knowledge, oral literature, 
resources, cultures, oral traditions, histories, philosophies and ingenuity meant to pass on from generation 
to generation  for producing self-reliant citizen, for sustainable development in the society and 
preservation of these cultures.  Due to the relevance of indigenous language in passing on these cultural 
contents for development of its citizens especially on the areas of skill acquisition and entrepreneurial 
development, there is need for the teacher to utilize Igbo language as subject and as a medium in 
transferring these Igbo rich cultural heritage, where the younger ones will receive training for tapping 
these potentials. Thus the present study sets out to investigate the position of Igbo language with respect 
to skill acquisition and entrepreneurial development. 

Research Questions 

The following research question guided the study.  

1. What are the role of Igbo language in enhancing students’ ideas and potential for entrepreneurial 
development? 

Impact of Indigenous languages on skill acquisition and entrepreneurial development  

An indigenous language is a language that is native to a region and spoken by indigenous people, 
who are identified through their unique culture that are mostly found in the rural areas. Indigenous 
languages are treasures of our culture and self-identity. In other words, it is the indicator of history and 
self-identification. Indigenous languages are indispensable cultural legacies without which all forms of 
human interactions can be carried out. The knowledge of this indigenous language is very relevant to the 
development of each indigenous community. Each indigenous community has a lot of traditional skills, 
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knowledge and ingenuity meant to pass on from generation to generation for preservation and sustainable 
development. Thus, the need to respect and promote the inherent rights and characteristics of indigenous 
peoples, especially their resources, their cultures, spiritual traditions, histories and philosophies, 
potentials/skill for capacity building in areas such as skills acquisition and skills enhancement, 
entrepreneurial development and subsequent utilization for economic transformation. Plavier (2008) 
sharply asserts that this indigenous language that carries the culture are transmitted orally, experiential 
rather than theoretical as well as learned through repetition and constantly changing in nature. Education 
is a singular factor that brings about national development and its central goal is to prepare one for 
productive employment. Indigenous language has a rich potential for rebuilding indigenous communities.  
Tarugarira (2009) asserts that indigenous language is capable of being developed to the highest levels of 
science and technology provided its owners have a patriotic will to do so. In support of the above, 
Ugochukwu (2016) opines that indigenous languages is capable of enhancing cognitive understanding and 
removing pedagogical barriers in learning. Some indigenous language have remained essentially the same 
for hundreds of years, even into the modern era, while others have been highly integrated into the 
dominant cultural and economic society.  In the words of Emenanjo (1996), the training of the mind in the 
understanding of the world around is best done and realised in the language in which the students are 
most familiar. Toeing the line, Emenanjo observes that people think more productively in their indigenous 
languages and posits that, A Scientific impetus or technology acquired in learners indigenous language 
becomes second nature to the person. He reiterates that Nigeria and indeed Africa can only achieve mass 
scientific literacy needed for her technological and scientific development through the medium of 
indigenous languages.  In order to enable a child to develop curiosity, manipulative ability, industry, 
mechanical comprehension etc. more easily, Fafunwa (1975) argues that the indigenous language remains 
the most natural way to learn. Skill acquisition is very crucial in the life of students especially at this 
present era. Skill acquisition simply means getting creative knowledge and empowerment needed for 
developing self-sufficiency. Skill acquisition is better understood as a rich field of study with a practical 
activity full of varied experiences. It is generally believed that the child’s creativity is enhanced if he or 
she comes to meet an already familiar language at school. By contrast, a child’s spirit of innovation may 
be inhibited if he or she is confronted with an unfamiliar language at school. 

Among the Igbo people of Nigeria, Ugbor (2016) points out that every able bodied person is 
normally employed in gainful economic role and in pursuit of maximum self- fulfillment. In addition, 
idleness and deliberate underutilization of manpower are ruled out by the social values of the people as it 
is referred as “efulefu”. The Igbo man is very gregarious, dynamic, republican, self-enthused, aggressive, 
hardworking egoistic, self-opinionated, daring, honest and the like because of his  individualistic nature, 
he moves out on his own without support from anybody to make it in life. This means that Igbo people 
are known for struggling. As language and culture are the same, Igbo language concerns a dynamic 
phenomenon that deals with the artifacts and mores by which the Igbo of Africa distinguish selves from 
other racial or ethnic groups. The Igbo people are superbly intelligent and capable of innovative thoughts 
and endowed with imaginative and aesthetic sense. They practice gainful agriculture to sustain their 
apparently dense population. Igbo people have culture in the totality of behaviourial patterns of a 
particular people which include their craft, art, indigenous knowledge, oral literature, aesthetic sense and 
the likes which are transferred through Igbo language. Simply put, culture is the peoples way of life. It is 
the totality of social transmitted values, languages, dialects, attitudes, social structures, political 
perspectives, social sophistication, economic endevours and thought patterns, traits and particular 
products expressive of a particular period, class, community, or population (Ebo, 2016). Taking cue from 
above, the economic aspect of the indigenous language matters most. By so doing, the teacher factor 
comes into question.  

It is expected that the teachers should be grounded in this area of skill acquisition and 
entrepreneurial development so as to produce future generations of youths who will be independent of the 
public sector to earn a living. Teacher factor or preparation refers to the process whereby adequate  
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arrangement are proceeded for the full implementation of entrepreneurship education in the area of Igbo 
cultural values such that an average Igbo graduate of the programme remains independent and as an 
employer of labour, helps to create job (Ugbor, 2016).  Inculcating entrepreneurial spirit in the young 
Igbo generation will help tap into their unrealized talents. It will force the students to think outside the 
box, to fail and to persist - experiences that would inspire them to become creative, inventive and 
innovative. The current trend of mass production of job seekers would be curtailed if the academia instills 
in young minds a sense of self-discovery, experimental learning and self-determination to develop 
innovativeness to become entrepreneurs (Ugochukwu, 2016). Expatiating further, Ugochukwu observed 
that a shift in education centre from being places for job seekers to places of job creators needs special 
emphasis. Igbo language as one of the indigenous languages spoken in Nigeria has all it takes to instill 
entrepreneurial spirit in the teeming young Igbo generation. 

The desire of any government is the achievement of self-reliant and resilient economy capable of 
resulting in economic, entrepreneurial and national development.  In the light of the above, (Ugbor, 2016) 
observed that it is imperative that educational institutions produce people endowed with skill acquisition 
for entrepreneurial development, especially in this period of high incidence of unemployment. As water is 
very essential to human life, so is skill training and acquisition needed in the life of every serious minded 
human being for overall development of the society. However, the success in acquiring these skills 
depends on how this knowledge is imparted. Teaching is a process whereby worthwhile values are 
transmitted to the learners by a more knowledgeable person and understanding of a given society, which 
may be in the school or at home to enable the learners, to be functional members of the society. The 
teacher plays a significant part in entrepreneurial development in Nigeria.  

Theoretical Overview 

 Social learning theory is propounded by Bandura 1977. As one of the learning theories, it 
basically observes behaviour and is followed with modeling. It believes that cognitive, emotional, and 
environmental influences, as well as prior experience, all play a part in how understanding, or a world 
view, is acquired or changed and knowledge and skills retained. This entails that ability of an Igbo teacher 
in the use of Igbo language in teaching Igbo language and their exposure in Igbo culture determines how 
knowledge is absorbed, skill acquired and extent of entrepreneurial development. This shows that the 
ability of the teacher to recognize the role of Igbo language in the acquisition of necessary skills 
determines the entrepreneurial development in the society. 

Empirical Studies 

Mohammed (2016) under took a study on the role of Hausa language in promoting students 
acquisition skill in North East Nigeria. The study showed that the students are not exposed to their 
language well enough and there is lack of field trips to communities where the student should tap 
necessary potential to equip them. The researcher recommended among others the exposition of students 
to rural communities where they should tap the necessary skill to reduce the rate of unemployment. Also, 
Kemi (2017) carried out a study on the challenges of teaching Yoruba’s language in Nigeria Universities 
in view of the 21st century. The researcher found out that teachers lack the necessary support from the 
government and non-existence of Yoruba language in a website. The researcher recommended among 
others the support and establishment of websites for Yoruba students in Universities to enable them to 
grasp the rudiments of the language for development of the society. Also, all these study are similar to the 
present study which is the role of Igbo language teacher in inculcating skill acquisition for entrepreneurial 
development.   
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Method 

 The research design employed for the study was descriptive survey which involves obtaining 
information from respondents based on the responses from a section of respondents which represent the 
entire population used for the study. According to Ali (2006) when a survey centers on describing some 
variables in relation of a given population, the descriptive survey research design is the most appropriate. 
The area of the study was all the public secondary school in South East Nigeria. The population of the 
study was the entire Igbo head teacher in the public secondary school in South East Nigeria. The sample 
of the study consisted of 64 Igbo head teachers, drawn from three states through purposive proportionate 
stratified random sampling technique. An 11-item questionnaire was used to collect data from the 
respondents. The instrument was structured on a 4-points likert type scale on which the respondents 
reacted to. The items in the questionnaire were weighted as a follows: Strongly Agree (SA)-4 points, 
Agree (A)- 3 points, Disagree (D) -2 points and Strongly Disagree (SD) -1point. 

 The criterion mean of acceptance is 2.50. The instrument was face validated by two senior 
lectures in Igbo language and one in measurement and evaluation, all from the University of Nigeria, 
Nsukka. The Cronbach Alpha, Co-efficient method was used to determine the reliability of the 
instrument. It yielded a co-efficient of 0.91. The data was analyzed using mean scores. Any item 
statement with mean rating of 2.50 and above was accepted value while item statement with a mean rating 
less than 2.50 was rejected.  

Results 

The result of the data collected from the study is presented in table 1.  

Research Question 1 

1. What are the role of Igbo language in enhancing students’ ideas and potential for entrepreneurial 
development? 

Table 1: Mean responses of teachers on the role of Igbo language in enhancing students’ ideas and 
potential for entrepreneurial development. 

S/

N 

Statement Mean  St.D Decision  

 Teachers role on use of Igbo language in enhancing students’ i

deas and  

potential for entrepreneurial development: Teachers should 

use Igbo language in equipping  students on the following 

areas 

   

1 Igbo oral literature(Igbo folk lore, storytelling) 3.38 0.51 Accepted  

2  Igbo craft(bead making, body arts, cloth (akwuete) and pottery 

making 

3.40 1.22 Accepted 

3  Igbo arts (Black smithing, wood carving-drum ,stool, door)  3.17 1.20 Accepted 

4 Oral traditions (myth and popular legends) 2.85 .64 Accepted 

5 Indigenous knowledge(Igbo graffiti, local pomade (Usheyi), Palm- 3.00 .53 Accepted 
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wine tapping, Herbal medical practice 

6  Igbo  proverbs and idioms  3.25 .54 Accepted 

7 Igbo communicative system 3.41 .52 Accepted 

8 Igbo festivals(New yam) 3.41 .66 Accepted 

9 Igbo philosophy of life and values 3.00 .75 Accepted 

10 Igbo history 2.54 .51 Accepted 

11 Igbo agricultural system  3.77 .42 Accepted 

Grand Mean = 3.25 

 Research question 1 identified role of Igbo language in enhancing students’ ideas and potential 
for entrepreneurial development in public secondary schools in south East Nigeria. Table 1 indicates that 
items 1-11 were all above the criterion level of 2.50 which shows that they are the roles of Igbo language 
in enhancing students’ ideas and potential for entrepreneurial development. Items 1-11 had mean scores 
of 3.38, 3.40, 3.17, 2.85, 3.00,   3.25, 3.4, 3.41, 3.00, 2.54, 3.77 with respective standard deviation of 
.42.0.51, 1.22, 1.20, .64, .53, .54, .52, .66, .75, .51 and a grand mean of 3.25 which is above 2. 50 
criterions mean, it shows that the above items identified the role of Igbo language in enhancing students’ 
ideas and potential for entrepreneurial development. 

 

Discussion 

 The findings of this study show that Igbo language is very vital in enhancing students’ ideas and 
potential for entrepreneurial development in areas of Igbo crafts, arts, indigenous knowledge, oral 
literature, oral tradition, Igbo philosophy of life and values and the like. All these are relevant aspects of 
Igbo people which can be fully emphasized with the use of Igbo language for acquisition of necessary 
skills needed for entrepreneurial development thereby curbing the unemployment problems witnessed in 
the south-east Nigeria. The Igbo language teacher is in the centre of utilizing Igbo language in inculcating 
these habits on students for self-sufficiency. These findings are in line with the findings of Ugochukwu 
(2016) who observed that Igbo culture is replete with traditional beliefs which are embedded in the native 
folklore, proverbs and popular legends which help to inculcate entrepreneurial spirit on the younger ones.  
The researcher further asserted that the integration of the Igbo proverbs which represent a people's 
philosophy will build up the individual talents of the students towards self-sufficiency to curb the 
problems of unemployment that is ravaging the zone in recent times. The study is also in line with Iwu 
(2016) who found out that classes are very faster and effective in transferring knowledge, desired skills 
and attitude to learners  when it is done in indigenous language. Iwu equally observed that it is well 
recognized that use of indigenous language for instruction often leads to inclusion of more local content 
in the curriculum, which makes the educational experience of greater relevance to learners, thereby 
opening up the possibility for greater participation of parents and community members as classroom 
resources. From the above discussion, the teacher factor should be taken into consideration with regards 
to all the identified means, Igbo language can help to enhance students’ skill acquisition and 
entrepreneurial development.  

Conclusion and Recommendations  

 The involvement of indigenous language in the development process is a mandatory precondition 
for sustainable development. Education is one of the most powerful tools for bringing people into the 
development process so that they may acquire the necessary skills to enable them attain socio-economic 



44 | P a g e  
 

development. The right to education in one’s own indigenous language is well recognized by UNESCO, 
and it is now on the global agenda for action. Importance of Igbo as one of the indigenous language 
cannot be over emphasized especially in area of skill acquisition. The teachers’ effective use of Igbo 
language in secondary schools is capable of curbing unemployment crisis in life of Igbo youths. In this 
direction, the effectiveness of skill acquisition via Igbo language and its cultural content for 
entrepreneurial development in secondary schools becomes imperative. Through the teaching of Igbo 
philosophy of life and values embedded in the Igbo language, the values and attributes that historically 
made the Igbo tick will help to awaken the attributes of hard work, industry, enterprise, intellectual 
pursuit, integrity, creativity and the likes in students. This in turn will implant the spirit of acquiring Igbo 
craft, arts indigenous knowledge and the likes for entrepreneurial development. This should also be a 
pointer to other tribes and the country to design an educational programme that will help in tapping the 
hidden potentials in her indigenous languages that are being wasted. Based on the foregoing, the 
researcher recommend as follows:  

1. The teaching of the Igbo language should be made more effective at all levels of education to 
enable them acquire the entrepreneurial skills early in school. 

2. Igbo children should be indoctrinated in the proverbs and other aspects of the language that 
encourage hard work, self-reliance and perseverance.          

3. School libraries should be stocked with books related to the skill acquisition process on Igbo 
language in schools. 

4. The teachers should be encouraged to attend workshops, seminars, in-services training to enable 
them to beef up their knowledge and pedagogy in teaching Igbo indigenous knowledge in 
schools.  

5. Resource persons who have different in Igbo should be invited in schools to help students tap the 
potentials.  

6. Recruitment of skilled Igbo teachers is recommended to enhance the teaching of Igbo skills in 
schools. 

7. Proper motivation of Igbo language teachers through extrinsic and intrinsic rewards. The welfare 
of the teacher should be at the heart of the government.  

8. Teachers should use varieties of methods in teaching the students in school.  
9. The government in collaboration with private enterprises should provide secondary schools with 

teaching and learning resources needed for teaching Igbo practical skills. 
10. Culture room should be established in schools. 
11.  Teachers should encourage the students to undertake field trips to places where beads, pottery, 

black smiting are made. Also, visits should be made to places where Igbo skills are exhibited to 
enable the students to have firsthand information on them as a phase of entrepreneurship 
education programme. 
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Abstract 

Gay is more of a relationship.  It is a relationship between two persons of same sex whereby they live like 
husband and wife. Such relationship seems to negate the reason for institution of marriage and in support 
of termination of the world. Even though, society is said to be changing, the question therefore is, should 
change in marriage be geared towards world termination by human being themselves by not procreating 
any longer and that is the problem this paper is poised to solve.  A married man can be a gay so also a 
married woman. Gay relationships include masturbation, homosexuality, sodomy and lesbianism. Gay is 
a term used to describe a homosexual lifestyle by those who feel the term homosexual has too many 
negative connotations. Gay as homosexual, relating to, frequented by or intended for, homosexual.  Gay 
men are those who want to be and/ or at least look and dress like women.  It was understood that 
homosexuals with feminity and lesbians with masculinity are consequently, men and women who deviate 
from traditional expectations about gender roles and become gays.  This type of people see what they do 
as right and see themselves as being cheated and discriminated against by the society. 

Introduction 

Gay male and lesbian sexual orientations have existed throughout history. Attitudes toward these 
orientations have varied widely. They have been tolerated in some societies, openly encouraged in others, 
but condemned in most.Homosexuality and its acceptance pose a serious problem to a society 
predominantly made up of heterosexuals. In most places gay people were dealt with great hostility and 
oppression and can be found in all classifications of wealth, race, age, religion, talent, intelligence, 
occupation and background.   This research will find out those problems posed by homosexuality as well 
as gay marriage. 

Lesbians and gay men frequently suffer the slings and arrows of an outraged society.  Because of societal 
prejudices, it is difficult for many young people to come to terms with an emerging lesbian or gay male 
sexual orientation. You might assume that people who have been subjected to prejudice and 
discrimination – members of ethnic minority groups in the Nigerian states would be more tolerant of a 
lesbian or gay male sexual orientation. Nigerian cultures are influenced by Christianity, Islam and 
Traditional religion which are not in support of gay marriage. However, a lesbian or gay male sexual 
orientation is rejected by ethnic groups in Nigerian.  Lesbians and gay males are pressured to keep their 
sexual orientations secret or to move to communities where they can live openly without sanction. 

Gay: Origin and Development 

Muchmore and Handson (1991) however have seen homosexuality from the angle of genetic or 
environmental origin.  They maintain: 

Homosexuality or gayness is not a disease.  It may be caused by genes or environment, some 
combination of these or something else entirely nobody knows. It is clearly that homosexuality 
has been in existence throughout history and that it is practiced by some lower animals as well. 
Curing a man of his desire for other men may be as impossible as task of curing blue eyes of their 
colour (p. 23). 
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Negative attitudes toward gay people have pervaded our society. At worst, male – male and female – 
female sexual behaviour has been viewed as a crime against God and nature. Bailey (2003), in describing 
gay states that, on average, gay males tend to be somewhat feminine and lesbians to be somewhat 
masculine, but there is a good deal of variation within each group (p. 79). 

In concord with with Bailey’s idea, Isay (1990) confirms that: “Gay males are more likely to recall feeling 
more sensitive than their heterosexual peers in their childhood, they cried more easily. Their feelings were 
more readily hurt.  They had more artistic interests.  They had fewer male buddies but more female 
playmates” (p. 283). 

Dawood (2000) in addition to this statement states that: 

Gay males were more likely than their heterosexual counterparts to have preferred ‘girl’s toys’. 
They preferred playing with girls to playing with trucks or guns or engaging in rough and tumble 
play. Gay male preferred the company of older women to that of older men and engaged in 
childhood sex play with other boys rather than with girls (p. 15). 

There is also evidence of masculine – type behaviour among lesbians as children.  Bailey and Zucker 
(1995) affirm that: 

Lesbians as a group were more likely than heterosexual women to perceive themselves as having 
been “tomboys”.   They were more likely to have preferred rough and tumble games than to play 
dolls and enjoyed wearing boy’s clothing rather than cutesy dresses (p. 55). 

However, according to Rathus (2003) “… origins of a gay male or lesbian sexual orientation remain 
mysterious and complex just as mysterious as the origins of heterosexuality”. (p. 316). 

Stickland (1995) indicates that “… sexual orientation appears to spring from multiple origins including 
biological and psychosocial factors” (p. 135).    Genetic and biochemical factors (such as hormone 
levels), he continues may affect the prenatal organization on the brain.  These factors may predispose 
people to a certain orientation. (p. 140). 

But Rathus (2003) maintains that “… early socialization experiences are also necessary to give rise to a 
gay male lesbian heterosexual or bisexual orientation. The precise influences and interactions of these 
factors have so far eluded researchers” (p. 316). 

However, gay life is almost invisible while it exists under conditions of discretion and secrecy. It is to 
some extent intertwined with the dominant culture hidden in plain sight. Many people leave their 
community and settle in some usually distant city that has a large gay population. Such towns include 
Abuja, Lagos and Kano.  Gay bars are to be found in every sizable Nigerian city as mentioned above. 

Christian View 

By 21st century, the nature of marriage in western countries had begun to change. Some countries since 
the beginning of the 21st century approved same sex marriages. In 2000, the Netherlands became the 1st 
country to legalize same sex marriages, the law went into force in April, 2001. Numerous countries such 
as: Canada, France, United States, Germany, Sweden, Scottish, Denmark, Belgium, Norway, Berlin, 
Norway, Netherland, Newzealand, Brazil. etc followed suit. 

Some Christian churches in these countries allows religious marriages of same sex couples, though others 
forbid it together with other same sex relationships and practices. Some churches that support same sex 
marriages according to en.m.wikipedia.org (Retrieved 27th November, 2019) are:  
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The Roman Catholic Church, the Orthodox Christian church and other Anglican denominations such as 
the Episcopal church in United States, the Anglican church in Canada, the Anglican church in Aotearoa, 
Newzealand and Polynesia. The Anglican Episcopal church of Brazil, The Scottish Episcopal church and 
Mainline Protestant denominations such as the United church of Christ, the United church of Canada, the 
Metropolitan community church, the Presbyterian church (USA), the Quakers, the United Reformed 
church, the church of Iceland, the Denmark, the United Protestant church in Belgium, the church of 
Norway, the Evangelical church in Berlin, Brandenburg and Silesian, Upper Lusatia, the Evangelical 
church in Hesse and Nassau, the Evangelical church of Hesse, Electorate Waldeck, the evangelical church 
Lutheran church in Oldenburg, the Evangelical Lutheran church of America, the Evangelical Lutheran 
church in Canada, Some Lutheran and United churches in Evangelical church in Germany, some 
reformed churches in Federation of Swiss Protestant churches, the Protestant church in the Netherlands 
does not administer sacramental marriage to same sex couples, but blesses same sex unions through the 
use of a specific liturgy. 

More conservative Protestant denominations do not perform or recognize same sex marriage because they 
do not consider it as marriage at all. The Global Anglican Future Conference (GAFCON) consisting of 
the church of Nigeria, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda and Uganda, churches of South Cone, Australia, parts of 
England, Canada, USA and church of India through the Jerusalem Conference condemned same sexual 
preferences and marriages as not biblical and sin against God. 

Over the decades, news in electronic and print media has continued to paint different colours of gay 
marriages. The reality of gay life and activities is not in doubt. As stated earlier, “Gay” is, according to 
Sarason and Sarason (2009), a term used to describe a homosexual life style by those who feel the term 
“homosexual” has too many negative connotations (p. `592). Could the ascribed too many negative 
images be based on its origin, nature and effects on society?  It may be true; according to Mairi (1998) 
that gay could refer to attractive, sexually appealing and charming.  “Gay” has been used synonymously 
with “homosexual”.  In contemporary usages, homosexuals are gay men while their female counterparts 
are lesbians. 

Male homosexuality refers to many people associated with femininity and lesbianism with masculinity.  
The feature of homosexuality is that men and female are involved in same sex activities such as oral sex, 
anal intercourse, masturbation and other forms of fondling which have been on the increase and 
culminating into gay marriages.  Gays live a monogamous relationship.  Their orientations do not make 
them publicly acknowledge their homosexuality.  There is no procreation here which is against the natural 
order in traditional African and Christian marriages.  Continuity with their lineage seems compromised. 
Child adoption seems the best option but the question being raised is whose children would be adopted? 

In the traditional African society, various cases of sexual deviations were unheard of.  This is because 
Africans value family and their culture which is against gay marriages and gay practices, so they could 
not allow that.  One’s problem is another person’s concern and they will not like anyone to be in such a 
problem which will connect everybody.   

This also indicates that a woman or a man should not have any reason to have any sexual affairs with his 
or her fellow man or woman. Similarly, marriage dowry was cheap and affordable to enable one marry.  
Moreover, marriage could be arranged by parents. All these indicate or show one has no reason to be 
involved in same-sex practices and marriages. 

  Parents, especially mothers should guard jealously their children’s moral behaviour especially as it 
relates’ to sexual relationships. Consequently, issues of sex behaviour were viewed as sacred for it 
promoted moral sanctity in African society.  Asuni, Schoemberg and Surift (1994) maintain that “sexual 
deviations are almost unheard of in most traditional communities, perhaps because sexuality is clearly 
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directed by custom.    Strong social taboos against sexual deviations may also reduce the reported number 
of cases” (p. 150) 

Man is created in the image and likeness of God. The Holy Bible made it clear in Genesis 1:27-28: “so 
God created man in his own image, in the image of God He created them, male and female, He created 
them.  Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue 
it”. 

From the above scriptural quotations, one can see that it is the will of God for marriage to be between 
man and woman.  In other words, God is in support of heterosexual relationship and not same-sex 
relationship. God also blessed man and mandated him to be fruitful, increase and multiply. But with gay 
marriage, man cannot multiply, not to talk more of filling the earth. 

The position that man is created in the image and likeness of God means that man is a spiritual, moral, 
social and religious being. He is indeed capable of receiving from God the norms and the values that 
could guide his human conduct.  He is expected by virtue of this honour not to live a life of contradiction, 
recklessness and irresponsibility. Man is, on the other hand, expected to display a high sense of devotion 
to duty in the service of God and his neighbours. Man is a moral agent who is expected to direct and lead 
fellow men to God. More so man is to direct fellowship, worship and service to God. Man as a rational 
being, he is exalted among other creatures and is capable of receiving from God the reality of nature and 
human existence. 

However, in spite of the above moral fiber that God bestowed or endowed on man, man seems to be 
disobedient and rebellious to the commandments of God as they relate to marital relationships.  The 
divine plan of God for man is for him to leave his mother and father and cleave to a woman and they 
become one.  This holy ordinance has been turned upside down.  In the name of civilization, human 
rights, freedom of choice and development, man has become proud, arrogant and finds it difficult to 
respect the will of God for his life. Man seems to decide to be wise in wickedness, negative thoughts and 
actions. This desire to be wise has remained the starting point of same-sex relationship and marriages. 
Gay relationship such as homosexualism, lesibianism and so on, enhanced more into gay marriage. 

In the book of Leviticus 20:13, it is written ”if a man lies with a man as with a woman both of them have 
committed an abomination, they shall be put to death, their blood is upon them”.   Sexual activity with 
members of one’s own sex was not the only sexual act considered sinful by the early Christians.  Any no 
procreative sexual act was considered sinful, even within marriage (Rathus, 2005).   Christian beliefs 
were eventually encoded into secular law.  Our legal system grounded in this religious tradition, 
maintains criminal penalties for sexual practices commonly associated with male – male and female- 
female sex, such as anal and oral sex. 

Homosexuality is said to be unnatural and acceptance of homosexuality and sexual rights would have a 
negative moral effect on society.  A set of stereotypes revolves around gays as a pervasive sinister 
conspiratorial threat.  The core stereotypes here are that the gays are seen as persons, as child-molesters 
and more generally as sex-crazed maniacs, whose actions inspire fears of the very destruction of family 
and civilization. 

Within the Judeo-Christian perspective, God’s will for man is to cleave to his (female) wife and multiply.  
But with gay marriage, this cannot be accomplished as man and man, or woman and woman marriage i.e. 
same-sex marriage cannot multiply and fill the earth. This is a problem being created.  

The Christian church does not seem to be challenged by the problems associated with same-sex marriage, 
yet it poses a socio-religious threat in Nigeria. The spiritual problem created by same-sex marriage and 
practices has become a problem and concern to committed members of the church authority.  However, 
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the problem of gay marriage and gay practices is not only negation to natural order, but it is a threat to 
humanity in general which in Igbo language ‘ometuta imi ometuta onu’. 

Homosexual men and women are often referred to as gay males and lesbians.  Gay males and lesbians 
may also be collectively referred to as “gays” or”gay people”. 

In this write up, the researcher used “homosexuality” or “homosexual” to denote or represent gay. The 
term “gay” or “homosexuality” denotes sexual interest in members of one’s own anatomic sex and applies 
to both men and women. 

Rathus (2005) states that: 

Some gay people object to the term homosexuality because they feel that it draws attention to 
sexual behaviour.  Moreover, the term carries a social stigma. As noted by the American 
Psychological Associations (1991) Committee on Lesbian and Gay Concerns, the word 
homosexual has also been historically associated with concepts of deviance and mental illness. It 
perpetuates negative stereotypes of gay people. Also, the term is often used to refer to men only.  
It thus renders lesbians invisible (p. 292). 

Gay is a word that primarily refers to a homosexual person. The term was originally used to refer to 
feelings of being “carefree”, “happy” or bright and showy. 

From abcdefg.. online Etymology Dictionary, “gay had also come to acquire some connotations of 
“immorality” as early as 1637.  The term gay used as a reference to homosexuality may date as early as 
the later 19th century, but its use gradually increased in the 20th century.  

In modern English, gay has come to be used as an adjective and as a noun referring to the people 
especially men, their practices and cultures associated with homosexuality. In his own explanations, 
Rathus (2005) states that: 

Lesbian is the common name for female homosexuals, while no special name exists for male 
homosexuals. The broadest and most inclusive word used by the homosexual community to refer 
to them is gay. Whatever the assorted meanings given to them, all refer to people who prefer 
sexual relations with members of the same sex. (p. 37). 

For our purposes, homosexuality or gay will be defined as a symptom of neurosis expressed by an erotic 
impulse toward members of the same sex. Gay male and lesbian sexual orientations have existed 
throughout history. Attitudes toward these orientations have varied widely.  They have been tolerated in 
some societies, openly encouraged in others, but condemned in most.  Gay practices in our Nigerian 
society are a negation of natural order; it is seen as an abomination and abnormal in our society. 

Rathus (2005) affirms that:  “… sexual activity with members of one’s own sex was not only sexual act 
considered sinful by the early Christians; any non procreative sexual act was considered sinful even 
within marriage” (p. 300) where as Stengers (2001) collaborates the above by saying that “Non 
procreative sexual activity was deemed most sinful.  Masturbation, male-male behaviour, oral-genital 
contact, anal intercourse – all were viewed as abominations in the eyes of God”. (p. 17). 

Conclusion 

This work will bring out the implications of gay marriage to Religion, society and human race entirely by 
creating awareness of it through Radio, Television, village gatherings, Newspaper etc. this is because a 
time will come when few or none will remain on this earth planet as a result of non-procreation.   It will 
create awareness to the entire society on its effect on the marriage and family even in our economy.  It 
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will affect our marriage system, because God’s ordained marriage will crumble and to the family, because 
there will be retardation in procreation, and in our economy, because those things produced for babies 
will no longer yield money for it will no longer be marketable. 

This work serves as an eye opener to parents on the evil of gay practices and gay marriage as a negation 
to natural order, to be able to correct their children and wards when they see them practicing it. This study 
is of immense good to homosexuals in that they will have the idea of diseases one can get through gay 
practices such as AIDS and Syphilis. 

The work benefits the Nigerian Christian Church in that it will be a guide to them as they handle gay 
relationship in the church and society.  This will be done by impacting on the people the evil of gay 
marriage and gay practices by using the word of God, and why they should not engage on that for it is 
against the word of God. The church will even help those of them that engage in the gay practices as a 
result of lack of money and material wealth.  This work benefits the entire human race in that they will 
evade the danger of contracting same-sex marriage, and why they should not continue in same- sex 
marriage, such reasons as spread of AIDS, psychological problems and stigmatization of their names. 

This work brings out the implications of gay marriage to Religion, society and human race entirely by 
creating awareness of it through Radio, Television, village gatherings, Newspaper etc. this is because a 
time will come when few or none will remain on this earth planet as a result of non-procreation. It creates 
awareness to the entire society on its effect on the marriage and family even in our economy.  It affects 
our marriage system, because God’s ordained marriage will crumble and to the family, because there will 
be retardation in procreation, and in our economy, because those things produced for babies will no 
longer yield money for it will no longer be marketable. 

Reference  

Bailey, J. M. & Zucker, K. J. (1995).  Childhood Sex-typed Behaviour and Sexual Orientation;  A 

Conceptual Analysis and Quantitative Review, Developmental Psychology; Washington D.C. 
Joseph Henry. 

Bailey, J. M. (2003).  The Man Who Would Be Queen.  The science of Gender Bending and 

transsexualism:  Washington D. C. Joseph Henry.   

Isay, R. A. (1990).  Psychoanalytic Theory and Therapy of Gay Men: New York. Oxford. 

Mairi, R. (ed) (1998).  Chambers 21
st
 Century Dictionary:  New Delhi.  Allied Chambers. 

Muchmore & Hannson (1991).  Coming out Right:  USA.  Boston. 

Olen, J and Barry, V. (1989). Applying Ethics, A Text with Readings:  Belmant, Wordsworth. 

Rathus et al (2005).  Human Sexuality in a World of Diversity, 6
th
 Edition. USA. Pearson. 

Sarason, I. G. and Sarason, B. R. (2009).  Abnormal Psychology;  The Problem of Maladapture 

Behaviour; New Delhi.  PHI Learning. 

Schaefer, R. I. (2005).  Sociology:  Boston. McGraw. 

Stengers et al (2001).  Masturbation; the History of a great Terror:  New York.  St. Martins. 

Wikipedia,theEncyclopedia.http://en.wikipedia.org//wiki/same-sex marriage. 

Dawood et al (2000).  Familial Aspects of Male Homosexuality.  Archives of Sexual Behaviour, 29(2)  



52 | P a g e  
 

Historical Implications in the Plays of Ola Rotimi: A Study of Kurunmi, Ovonramwen Nogbaisi and 

the Gods Are Not to Blame 

By 

Aloy Nnamdi Obika, PhD                                                                                                       
Department of EnglishMadonna University                                                                                                                                    

Nigeria, Okija Campus,Anambra Statealoyobika@yahoo.com+2348033820690 

and 

Chinyere T. Ojiakor, PhD                                                                                                         
Department of EnglishMadonna University,                                                                                                                                                

NigeriaOkija Campus, Anambra State                                                                                        
+2348034542740; tcorjiakor@gmail.com 

Abstract 

Drama and indeed all genres of literature throughout the continent of Africa have certain social functions 
to perform. Therefore, there is nothing like art for art’s sake among the people. In view of this, the 
Nigerian playwright, Ola Rotimi in the three plays studied in this work has some lessons he wants to 
teach in view of many people who see the staging of his plays as being only for entertainment. For the 
two historical plays Kurunmi and Ovonromwen Nogbaisi, one can see that certain events of the past are 
being replicated in the present. If only the present generation can be attentive to past events and give them 
proper interpretations, some problems occurring today can be easily averted. For the adapted play, The 

Gods are not to blame, take it or leave it, there are some forces that control or influence man. The actions 
of such forces coupled with our personal disposition dictate what happens to us. In order to get these 
conclusions, the present researchers had to study the texts concerned and compare their conclusions with 
both Internet and hard copy studies made on the works by other researchers. 

Keywords: historical implications, wars, characters, gods, plays 

 

Introduction 

 In Africa, the concept of art for art’s sake is something unheard of in that any artistic production 
has underneath it some morals or correctionswhich the author has for his audience. This has been the case 
since the pre-literate era when our forefathers had their folktales, dirges. myths, etc to keep them 
company.Even in this modern age, every piece of production has behind it not only this purposeful 
heritage but the added desire of the creative artist to communicate through even his devices. Hence, no 
matter what we read today, be it drama, poetry or prose narratives, one can see beneath the lure of the 
stories, what the author is hinting at or suggesting, even if the author does not state it overtly. 
 This is how we are to look at some of the works of Ola Rotimi in this essay. Added to this, we 
have in two of the texts his stated background information to guide us. However, his information, in itself, 
is only just a guide in that it is not unheard of for an author not to realize fully his stated objective or to 
realize something in addition to his goal. This is how we are going to look at his text, Ovonramwen 

Nogbaisi which is a historical play he uses to correct the impression the whites have of the Benin 
monarch of 1888-1897. 
 Also in the nature of culling his inspirations from the past in order to give an explanation of 
present problems are the texts Kurunmi and The God’s Are Not to Blame.  But while the former was taken 
from the old Yoruba kingdom of the mid-nineteenth century, the latter was taken from the classical 
writings of the Greek playwright, Sophocles. The play Oedipus Rex now forms the basis for the 
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explication, not only of a Nigerian problem, but of any country which has passed through a colonial 
master. 
 These three texts have something in common: “the treatment of the immutability of man’s fate 
arising from a belief in predestination” (Obafemi 98). Two of them Kurunmi and The Gods are 
specifically on the Nigerian civil war. Furthermore, in exploring this theme, Rotimi delves into “the 
personal, psychological and emotional conflicts of these remarkable figures … to bring to a head his 
dramatic vision of the tragic hero” (Obafemi 98). 
 Again, if we are to perceive modern African drama as an edifice whose foundations were laid in 
those days when Ogali’s VeronicamyDaughter and Henshaw’s This is our Chance came out, what can we 
say Rotimi contributed in the texts towards the elevation of this on-going edifice? The answer to this is 
what will prompt us into looking at his literary devices in our enquiry into historical implications in the 
three selected texts. This is why we have to look at his use of mime, proverbs, dance, language, etc. All 
these devices are artistically used to project themes and plots. 
 Also, “Ola Rotimi has an epic hand in the dispersal of characters, props and set on the stage. He 
could get a hundred things going on the stage without one duplicating another. He was meticulous in 
working out for each person on stage the particularity of his movement …” (Lindfors 160). 
 Finally, what we have seen so far will serve us as a curtain raiser as we take the texts individually 
in our looking at our theme which is the historical undertone of what Rotimi says in them. Our first 
enquiry will be with the Ijaiye wars from the perspective of the hero, Kurunmi. 

Kurunmi 

 Historically, Oba Alafin of Oyo fled his capital in 1840 due to pressures from the north in order 
to establish a new capital which he also named Oyo. On this new site, he tried to regain the awe and 
dignity of the monarchy which became almost eroded due to the relocation. In order to do this, he had to 
rest on the traditions and spiritual powers of his forebears since he had none of their physical and military 
might. 
 Ironically, the bone of contention with his army general, Kurunmi of Ijaiye, the Are-Ona-Kakanfo 
of the empire, emanated from a breach of a tradition which stated that on the death of the Alafin, his 
eldest son would also die. But in 1858, Alafin Atiba sensing that he was about to join his ancestors called 
together his deputies to announce to them that his eldest son Adelu would be Oba in the event of his 
death. 
 However, by Kurunmi opposing him, there then was another breach of tradition. Since the two 
positions had spiritual backings, what happened was that the tussle had to be removed from the physical 
in order to be given its proper spiritual interpretation. Here, Are-Ona-Kakanfo, as the general of the 
Yoruba Kingdom, was under the protection of Ogun, the god of iron, war, the road and so on. Alafin 
Adelu, though an Alafin through a wrong channel, was with his forebears, a descendant of Sango, the god 
of thunder. As Obafemi puts it, Kurunmi’s rebellion against him “is a rebellion against the source of his 
own being” (99). So, like in the Trojan wars, the influence of these formidable forces was felt -- although 
in more subtle ways. 
 This is then the conflict and since we are all aware, where there is conflict there is certainly a 
germ of drama which is kicked off here by Kurunmi’s aid-de-camp, Abogunrin when he starts eulogizing 
his master using proverbs. Also, the chief warrior of Ijaiye, Ogunkoruju adds to the dignity of the 
generalissimo whom we are yet to see. But who is this man who has so much respect? It is only on page 
15 that we see the crowd chanting: “K-a-biyesi !” All along, suspense and tension have been building up 
the dignity of this war veteran, and when he opens up to speak, what we can garner from the deluge of 
proverbs is the importance of tradition to the human society: 
 The day a people lose their tradition is the day 

 their death begins -- weeds, they become, climbers 
 … Doomed (16). 
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 The proverbs and witticisms then give way to a narrative of what transpired during a meeting in 
Oyo where Alafin Atiba in opposition to tradition wanted them to swear using both Ogun and Sango that 
his son Adelu should be king after him. From his reaction, we see the Are as a hard core traditionalist who 
is rigidly against any change. This stance now sets him on a collision course against, not only the Alafin 
but against other notable pillars of the empire who are backing the Alafin. 
 As one of them Oluyole of Ibadan when he comes on a peace mission with Timi Ede says, 
“Tradition must change with man” (20). But Kurunmi not knowing the prophetic import of his words 
affirms that Adelu should be king over his dead body. Here can be seen a heroic character committing 
suicide through his actions. 
 Before their coming, Are has been molding an idol and as soon as their confrontational 
conversation ends, and the visitors leave in anger, the die is cast and so he flings the idol to spatter out of 
shape. This then is a symbol of the fragile peace, understanding and unity between them which then has 
distorted irremediably out of shape. From this point on, what follows is anarchy. 
 Therefore, when the Ibadan messengers arrive with two bowls -- one containing gun powder and 
bullets, and the other containing the sacred twins of the Ogboni cult -- it is with alacrity that the tragic 
hero, Kurunmi accepts the former signifying his willingness for war. The sacred twins of peace are 
nothing to him. To add insult to injury, he stains a white cloth with okro soup and hands it over to the 
messengers for onward transmission to Alafin Adelu. 
 In this way, Rotimi has created his hero to have a sense of drama. Without words, he has told his 
visitors plainly that he is ready to meet the Alafin in any theatre of war by accepting both his gun powder 
and bullets. His staining a white cloth is another way of telling him also that the honour he has as an 
Alafin is soiled and so, he has no regard for him. What he says is “Go and do your worst” thereby 
showing his preparedness for war. 
 The picture that comes out is Rotimi’s casting his hero according to Aristotle’s idea. Firstly, he is 
of high social standing. Secondly, his language and bearing depict him as such. Thirdly, his fault which 
will also come out more in its stark enormity is not something criminal but just an error of judgment. This 
error starts showing when he sends emissaries to Ilorin, Abeokuta, etc. He also tells his chief warrior, 
Ogunkoroju to alert warriors so that they would go into shooting practice. No wonder then that he does no 
longer know his popularity rating in that his general refuses to obey him. Rather, they send young 
warriors to terrify and tell him that he should mind how he is piloting the affairs of the state. According to 
them, he is drunk with power. And in Ibadan, Osundina further sees him as trying to build a kingdom of 
his own. Those messengers he sent are waylaid en route and only one who is badly wounded escapes to 
tell the tale. 
 The extent of his usurpation of power which these people are complaining about can be better 
understood if we look at it historically:   

Kurunmi … was judge, king, general entertainer sometimes also executioner. He was shrewd, 
cheerful, cynical, authoritarian, casual, generous to his friends but implacably unscrupulous 
where his enemies are concerned. He bolstered up his power not only by judicious feasting of the 
masses every fifth day but also by usurping the headship of the cults, particularly that of Sango. 
In short, he was said to have been feared more than the gods (Obafemi 100). 

However, in the play, Rotimi simply glides through these and leaves the issues where they can hardly 
attract attention. 
 But to his favour, the people of Ijaiye are all hard-core traditionalists and so are easily made to be 
in support of their leader when he gives them gifts. As one of the notable warriors Akiola says of the 
people: “We are all against what happened in Oyo and on that point shall we die defending our soil 
against attacks by Oyo and Ibadan” (41). 
 This stance concerning tradition can also explain why the gospel does not take root in the land 
despite all the efforts of the missionaries. Kurunmi himself supports the people against the white man’s 
religion but since he is out of touch with reality, he fails to consult his own gods before embarking in the 
war. He only prays but does not offer the right sacrifices like the Ibadan side. Therefore, when the two 
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ways of life -- modernism and traditionalism -- are considered, Kurunmi and his subjects are neither here 
nor there.  
 From Act 3, scene 2, we start seeing short scenes which Rotimi uses to depict 
cinematographically the disorderly scenes of war. The situation has started getting topsy-turvy. A 
situation like this is used by William Shakespeare in Macbeth when the English forces are about to 
descend on Scotland and the villain is preparing for the confrontation. The shortest of these scenes is 
scene 3 with just four lines which are given to the Manns for them to comment on the swiftness of events. 
In all, the progress of the war is rendered only through the reports of the eye witnesses. 

Artistically, Rotimi uses the technique of the split stage to save time for scene changes. On the 
stage are the Manns reporting from their dairies the woes befalling Ijaiye from Ibadan warriors. Oladele 
Taiwo sees this method as Rotimi’s stylistic attempt not to record everything so as to leave his readers to 
fill the necessary details. In this way, “He excludes materials which may easily become boring” (130). 
 When the light shifts to a darkened side of the stage, the Egba soldiers are revealed as if to 
embolden us against the statement of Mrs. Mann which is “The death of Ijaiye is any time now” (66). 
 The atmosphere thus engendered is similar to that which the Israelite ark of covenant created on 
them when it was brought out after a long tussle with the Philistines. In that biblical episode, when 
Hophni and Phinehas carried the ark to the battle field, the Israelites with renewed morale, raised a loud 
shout the reverberations of which reached as far as the Philistine camp (1 Samuel 4:5). But while the 
Philistines were afraid of a god coming into the Hebrew camp, the men of Ibadan who know of the 
coming of the Egbas are afraid because their defeat is imminent or so it seems to them. 
 Contrarily, although the Ibadan people are professing modernism, they unlike the Ijaiyes who are 
professing traditionalism have to consult an oracle. Like King Odewale, they know that the battle is only 
won from the spiritual realm. So, they have to consult the gods. Their war general, Balogun Ibikunle not 
only consults Kujenyo, an aged witch doctor but also offers a costly sacrifice in order to cast a spell on 
the Ijaiyes. 
 But whether the spell works or whether the Egbas actually want to finish the battle quickly in 
order to run back home for fear of their enemies from Dahomey, the whole army in spite of Kurunmi’s 
initial resistance, crosses the Ose River as the witch doctor predicted. Historically, the implication is that 
without their crossing this river, the Ijaiyes would have their forces under the protection of their 
battlement and so, it would have been impossible for the Ibadan warriors to go in and defeat them. 
 Furthermore, we now see a tussle where the Ijaiyes are losing and this tussle is one between the 
forces of modernism (although using elements of traditionalism) and those of traditionalism with a 
splashing of modernism. In the latter, we see some whites on the side of Kurunmi. This does in no way 
exculpate him from his traditional stance if we assess him from the cause he is fighting for. 
 Hence, the play is on the path of the African society developing gradually on its own using forces 
evolving naturally and not external ones artificially grafted to it. It is therefore note worthy to report Rev. 
Mann saying: 
 Our prayers have failed. 
 Sweat has failed; 
 Blood and only blood now stands to triumph 
 Blood … only blood (78). 
 Therefore, western medicine provided by Rev. and Mrs. Mann and American riflemen in the 
service of the Ijaiyes and Egba infantry -- ephemeral grafts on a hard and decadent traditionalism -- 
cannot help Ijaiye in the face of such potent sacrifices made by the Ibadan warriors. In other words, the 
new wine poured into old wine skin can only result into losing both when the old skin bursts to spill the 
wine and destroy itself. No wonder Captain Dolbein gives up and quits and Mrs. Mann is carried away in 
a stretcher for the exodus of the whole white community. Or what can we say? Is this the case of the 
proverbial rats escaping from a sinking and wave-battered ship before the final catastrophe? 
 Thus deserted even by the Egbas and receiving the report of the death of this five sons, the old 
general has no alternative, and being a hero in the form of all the Are-Ona-Kakanfo before and after him 
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(who have never been known to die naturally), he takes poison to die honourably telling his wife and aid-
de-camp where to bury his body. 
 But he does not die until he comes into self-discovery like all Aristotelian tragic heroes. This 
realization which starts with “the internal wrangling between himself and his deputies arising from his 
domineering disposition” (Obafemi 101) must also include his refusal “to believe the toll age is taking on 
him” and that “the gods are not with him” (Obafemi 102). 
 Finally, when we look at the history of Ijaiye what can we get from this tragic story? Is it not the 
history of how one man brings ruin to a whole town since whatever happens there is what he wants to 
happen? 
 Therefore, the contradictions seen in her are the contradictions in the Are’s mind. It is because of 
him that we can rightly conclude that the society is one of innate contradictions: rejecting the white man’s 
religion but accepting his medicine; rejecting the call to invite the British consul in Lagos and accepting 
both the British and American military aid; touting traditionalism and harbouring the white man; 
professing traditional religion and not enquiring and sacrificing to the gods. 
 But since we know that these are the contradictions in the Area, we can exculpate the town. No 
wonder then that are and his five sons have to give way at the end, for the town to follow a better charted 
course. 

 Further on the historical implication of Kurunmi, one can see cyclical pattern in the affairs of men 
for what happened in the past may have certain resemblance with current happenings. That can explain 
why Rotimi discloses the ease with which the audience of a performance of Kurunmi perceives the 
similarity of the Ijaiye wars with the civil war going on at that time. According to him: “I did not however 
studiously relate the play to it. But to my surprise, when audiences watch the production of Kurunmi, they 
nicknamed characters in the play judging from their actions and utterances after some prominent Nigerian 
war lords” (Obafemi 98). 

 What this audience perceived as an underlying intention of the playwright is what can be 
perceived in the other chosen texts since Rotimi’s usage of historical tales is an idiom for the explication 
of certain social conditions. 

 In addition, one can see that changes whether positive or negative must occur. When they do, the 
stubborn person who is out of touch with reality will have to reposition his stand. In other words, with 
passage of time, irksome traditions must change so as to adapt to current happenings. Any person who 
resists this change can be crushed to death depending on the enormity of this change. This is graphically 
stated in the view of Affiah Uwem: 

 He [Kurunmi] is jingoistic, rigid and proud. He is monolineal in fixation and averse to 
 dialogue, consultation and discussion. He is contentious of the people and opposes their 
 collective wish, and to crown it all, he is reckless with the use of power. The end can only 
 be tragic for him, his people and mankind in general (54). 

It is here that we draw the curtain in order to prepare for the entrance of a less heroic leader and a pacifist, 
Ovonramwen Nogbaisi of the Benin kingdom.  

OvonramwenNgobaisi 

 Historically, Ovonramwen came to the throne at a time fraught with problems. Vassal states like 
those of Akure, Ekpoma, Itskeiri were hankering for independence. Also internally, the kingdom was one 
of unrest even from some chiefs who were against the high handedness of the King. But the mother of all 
threats came from Britain which was in search of trade and colonialism. Such was the historical 
predicament of Ovonramwen. 
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 In the play, Rotimi has it that his aim is to recreate the picture of the King, “a man long portrayed 
by the basis of colonial history in the mien of the most abominable sadist but in actuality “a man more 
sinned against than he ever sinned” (xi). 
 The opening scene can make an unwary reader agree with the British that actually, this King can 
be a sadist. This is where he condemns two Benin chiefs, Obarudugbon and Sasoyen to death. But a shift 
in opinion can come when one gets to know them further in that they killed the King’s chief adviser. But 
according to them, this act was in retaliation to the King’s killing of their brother who tried to obstruct his 
rise to the throne. 
 But apart from showing the King as being ruthless and fearless, this scene brings out one of the 
conditions that help to transform the behaviour of this monarch. It is here that one of the condemned men, 
Essasoyen prophetically utters: 
 Indeed: the white man who is stronger than you will soon come (6). 
 This statement not only foreshadows the imminent descent of the whites into the kingdom but 
also the terror they are to strike into the King. As he kills the chiefs, so will he be killed by the whites. 
 From passages such as this, Ovonramwen is said to have: 
 An undaunted confidence in his own powers and ability, so much so that he deals with  his own 
chiefs with levity and impunity. He sees himself as the moon and his chiefs as  tiny stars. And these 
chiefs’ attempts, he sees as tiny stars crisis-crossing, out-shining  each other to rival the moon itself 
(Obafemi 105). 
 All along, there is musical rendition of the Oba’s power being compared with that of the chiefs he 
condemns. Ovonramwen is eulogized: he is chosen by the gods as the bulwark of the land; he is an 
elephant which cannot tumble at a push, and so on. 
 Artistically, music is now an integral part of the dramatic rendition of the grandeur of the court, 
of assessing the dramatic activities, and of commenting on both actions and characters. 
 His military alertness shows also in the solution he gives to the following issues: rebellion 
brewing in Akure where the Udezi has fashioned two swords for himself, the greedy judgment given to 
the Ijekiri people over a trade imbalance with Benin traders, the establishment of the heir apparent to the 
throne of Ekpoma. In all this, he is being hailed as the home leopard. The impression one gets of him is 
that he is nothing short of an epic hero. 
 But such a posture is soon undercut when an Ifa priest divines for him the future. According to 
him, the future only holds death: “bodies of men … fire … and blood -- bodies floating” (15). The 
hollowness in him reveals itself when he immediately reads the meaning of the statement: his chiefs 
plotting to kill him as they killed Uwangue Egiebo. When that is laid aside, his mind turns to the event of 
civil war. In other words, this epic man is not the home leopard he is said to be but a man looking for 
protection and is inwardly terrified. 

Like such men, he seeks solution to this portentous anarchy only to be told by the priest “caution 
… that is the word-caution” (15). From here proceed his future dealings with all. So, when the white 
traders arrive, he is “cautious” enough to refuse them ingress. When his messengers want to get the white 
men’s gifts (a bicycle tube and a photograph of Queen Victoria), he is cautious enough to warn them not 
to. 
 It is after this episode that his manhood starts shattering into pieces and when those white men 
depart, the next stage direction reads: “Ovonramwen paces about in deep thoughts as the chanting of the 
Ifa priest echoes over loudspeakers on to the stage, indicating the focus of those thoughts” (20). This is an 
artistic method of taking us into his mind: “a crucial phrase used by the Ifa priest echoes over the 
amplifiers in the theatre. This stage direction indicates Ovonramwen’s reaction” (Etherton 150). 
 But his fears are justified in that the British are hell bent on entering into Benin. As one of them 
Philips says, the entry is necessary since “I also get the blame from London for every blasted minute that 
passes without an effective enforcement of the 1892 trade treaty with Benin” (31). 
 Therefore, if it were not for this epoch-making treaty which Ovonramwen is too cautious to 
uphold, the whites would not have forced their way into Benin after they have been told that during the 



58 | P a g e  
 

Ague festival, it is against tradition for strangers to enter into the city and for even the Oba to be seen. In a 
chain of events, Ovonramwen would have been safe in his kingdom. 
 Then, the playwright artistically allows the voice of the Ifa priest to echo through loudspeakers in 
order “to shroud the somber reality of Ovonramwen’s decision making” (34). So, when it is clear that the 
tradition of the Ague ceremony must be desecrated, he accepts to welcome the white visitors. As he sees 
it, it is safer to annoy the gods than the white man. Due to his harping on the word “caution,” his aides are 
undecided as to the correct meaning of his stand -- whether to kill the whites or not. 
 But in actual fact, he is not for a confrontational stance against the whites. This stance irks them 
since they are not privy to the knowledge of the Ifa oracle. It can then be understood when some of them 
without his knowledge attack and kill seven white men bringing him their heads as a trophy. 
 Concerning the death of these seven white men in spite of their superior firearms, one can see that 
no matter highly placed one is, one can still be confronted by unexpected misfortune. To the whites, the 
Benin people are there to be defeated easily. What they fail to understand is the import of the proverb that 
when one overlooks the midget pot, it can boil over and quench the fire. As Samuel O. Chukwu-
Okoronkwo puts it: “That arrogant defiance and stubborn insistence exhibited by Consul Philips, the 
leader of the British team in entering Benin during the Ague festival despite all warnings cost them seven 
lives” (21). These lives would have been spared if not because of their “arrogant defiance and stubborn 
insistence.” 
 Another point worth noting is what happens when the chiefs are discussing whether to go to war 
or not. After one of them Obayuwana wants to know whether they are to be ready for war or for the white 
man’s inroad into Benin despite warning, there is immediately a blackout. What follows is the roar of war 
chants. Artistic excellence such as this cannot be expected in the earlier phase of African literary drama -- 
using light to talk copiously on the state of the nation. This darkness is none other than the darkness and 
cataclysm which are about to engulf the state. 
 Next to come up is a device already noted -- the split stage technique. On the stage are both the 
whites planning their attack and the Binis, their defence. These two areas are alternately lit up by a pool 
of light -- one fading to blackness as the other brightens. Etherton has observed that the effect of this 
device is to convey the urgency of the operation (51). 
 Finally, Consul General Moor and Ologbosere bearing the British flag and the Benin ‘Ada’ 
respectively represent their armies. This symbolic illustration of war though space and time saving has a 
negative effect of dousing our emotion. Our expectation of seeing bullets and cannon shots, wounded 
warriors wailing, the heroism and cowardice associated with war, and so on is simply stifled. But no 
matter the effect on us, the artistic impression of the defeat of the great Benin kingdom by the small 
Anglo-Saxon island has been effectively conveyed. 
 Synchronizing with the progress of the war is the British martial music which swells forth and 
drowns the already dying beats of Benin war drums. Therefore, even the blind that cannot see the “Ada” 
falling can interpret what has happened. Hence, Rotimi can tell his tales in more ways than one. 
 Also, we can further see another implication here: whenever a people have been defeated, 
everything belonging to them is defeated and goes under. Here, the “Ada” which is their national symbol 
has fallen under, the war drums also have emitted their last beats, and even the Oba has taken to his heels 
thereby giving the white looter ingress to prowl around and pillage not only the king’s palace but the 
shrines. Greedily, they remove elephant tusks, carvings and bronze works. Who knows whether that was 
the time when they took away the carving which was later bought back by the country for Festac 77? 
 It is here that we look at Rotimi’s assertion that Ovonramwen is “a man more sinned against than 
he ever sinned.” In his attempt to clear him, he falls into another trap in that the picture of the man that 
comes out is that of a weakling who has to be reminded by Roupell of the role expected of him: “Tell him 
that a big man must behave like a big man” (49). 
 This is a man terribly afraid of death and so on his way back to his kingdom after three months in 
hiding in order to surrender, has to run back. According to him, “But … warning reached me that you 
[Roupell] and your soldiers were all over in the bushes waiting to kill me” (52). This makes him to 
scamper back to hide in the bush for another three months. 
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 Therefore, the casting of his new image is the casting of a weakling. We have seen other 
historical heroes choosing to drink hemlock in order to assert their manliness and convictions. They 
refuse to escape even when friends try to offer them assistance. If Macbeth were to compare his action 
and the cognomens surrounding him earlier, he would automatically dub these cognomens as “a giant 
robe upon a dwarfish thief.” 
 Hence, Rotimi has succeeded to tell us that this is a life loving and weak King whose glory is 
simply a product of what his ancestors built over the years. So, when he is told to surrender, he is 
temporarily held back by shame. His chiefs prodding him to do so for the sake of Benin is just a façade. 
He would have done so all the same because inwardly “the home leopard” is just a fearful lamb that is out 
to save his life. 
 Therefore, the current researchers’ interpretation of this historical figure judging from all his 
actions is that Rotimi in his attempt to correct history only succeeds in portraying the Oba as a shy dog 
with its tail between its legs who scurries away out of harm’s way as soon as there is an inkling of danger. 
His desire to fight as soon as he rejoins Ologbosere is just the case of this shy and timid dog explicating 
its un-heroic behaviour by blurting out one or two half hearted barks from its protective enclave. 
 Obayuwana would not have done like him. As for Ologbosere, he has disappeared into the forest 
from where he has been giving the intruders sleepless nights. Not only is the former of these two warriors 
not submissive, he gallantly takes his own life which the weak King unashamedly claims as an honour 
done to him. Furthermore, Obayuwana would not have gone on placating the white man by telling him 
reasons for killing the seven white people. The mother of all desecrations comes after pointing out what 
was done to King Jaja and Chief Nana, he goes on to say: 
 If the fire can consume the tortoise with the iron coat, why  

not the fowl with the feathered gown (60). 
In other words, this weakling is telling a total stranger that Opobo and Ashanti are stronger than Benin -- 
the fabled great kingdom of Idu and Oba. 
 On further being told that he is to be taken to Calabar and Yoruba towns, he scampers into the 
bush in order to hide. The fear-ruptured King reiterates that his journey is to be in the night “in the 
secrecy of darkness” (64). The fear-tormented King also reiterates the need for secrecy: “Secrecy. Keep 
the plans hushed, pray you” (64). 
 Then, we are told that “Absently Ovonramwen descends the dais and follows Uzazakpo” – a King 
on and out of the throne following the ideas and promptings of a court jester. It is worthy of note that Lear 
out of the throne had the jester or fool trailing behind him and not the other way round. But here 
Ovonramwen even on the throne is following the ideas of the jester and when out of it, he is being led and 
protected by him. 
 It is not surprising that while they are in the bush, the anti-hero has to take turns with his jester in 
sleeping and keeping watch. Therefore, it is actually a truth that there is no difference between a king and 
a commoner. It is just a matter of condition. As Uzazakpo crudely puts it, “Tiredness comes to the poor 
man too as it does to the Oba, you know” (68). 
 When he is finally inside the hut is when the final sinning against him is done by his chiefs. They 
betray him. We see Uzaazakpo playing his thumb piano and singing a song the theme of which is 
security. The playwright in a stage direction writes that the light is of medium intensity. Later, when the 
hut where the Oba is hiding is surrounded by soldiers, we are told that the light is full. The light is being 
used to tell us that the Oba’s presence has turned from half secrecy to an open secret. The full impact can 
be seen when the hut crashes to the ground to expose the fugitive to the full glare of the light and the 
soldiers who have come to arrest him. 

Etherton in assessing the Oba has a long list of mistakes awaiting his correction:  
Trusting Uzuzakpo who advised him to make Ologbosere his favoured general; despairing of the 
oracle’s prophecy; not placing his generals specifically under his orders when the crisis first 
loomed; not disciplining them after they had decapitated the seven white men; surrendering 
himself; not committing suicide (154). 
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 Another mistake he makes which serves as a historical implication of the play is his high 
handedness and his not delegating some duties to his subordinates. Has he learnt this, he would not have 
been directly involved with the execution of Obaruduagbon and Esaseyen for this “meets with disdain 
from most of the Benin chiefs whose loyalties to the Oba begin to wane” (Chukwu-Okonkwo 21). 
 The culmination of this ruptured relationship between the Oba and his chiefs is further looked 
into by Smauel O. Chukwu-Okoronkwo. According to him: 
 At the fall of Benin, these are the very ones who persuaded him to forget his status and  self and 
submit to the British force by paying homage to Captain Roupel. These are also  the very ones who in 
order to save themselves, betray him when he tries to hide from the  white man, the second time, at 
the fall of Benin (21). 
 The historical implication is that no matter your social status, condescend to understand those 
who are under you or when you need them most, they will fail and betray you. This is a warning to 
present and future leaders.   
 Again, let us draw the curtain in order to look at a Greek hero whom Rotimi invited to our shores 
to help him interpret a Nigerian political and historical event -- King Odewale of Kutuje. 

The God’s arenot to Blame 

 Before we go forward, let it be made clear that the extensive treatment given to the other texts 
will be lacking. This is due to the pages already taken up. Let it also be known that the adaptation or the 
Africanization given to Sophocle’s Oedipus Rex is not Rotimi’s attempt “at rewriting the Oedipus legend 
in Yoruba but a very successful recreation” (Dathorne 317). It is a recreation that turns out to explain our 
existential predicament as having come to us through our colonial master who should not blame us for 
any anomaly as the narrator tells us: “The land of Kutuje/had known peace and seen quiet/for some 
time/until/the people of  Ikolu/taking advantage of death in the palace/attacked Kutuje” (15). 

 What we can understand from the shift in confrontation from the sphinx of Sophocles’ original 
work to real attack from human neighbours is to bring to the fore the ethnic confrontation in our country. 
This can be better understood when we know that the first dramatization of the play was in 1968, at the 
heat of the Nigerian civil war. Therefore, this play is an extention of Kurunmi but seen from another 
perspective and so it requires our attention even if for a moment. This is more so when “Rotimi suggested 
in a published interview that the play was an allegory on the civil war in Nigeria … Odewale represents 
tribalism in Nigeria …” (Etherton 127). 
 Furthermore, “Rotimi … warns the developing African nations not to put the blame for their 
shortcomings on the former colonial masters. The title implies that these political gods -- France, 
America, Russia, Britain, etc. shouldn’t be blamed or held responsible for our national failings” 
(Ogungbesan 25). 
 However, the statement is to be the other way round: the colonial master should not blame the 
colonies since their actions seem to predestinate their misdemeanor in the same way that the god’s 
prophecies have been hounding Odewale even from childhood. Firstly, he would have grown up as 
Adetusa’s son if not for the oracle. Secondly, he would have been persistently haunted to patricide and 
incest. Finally, it is them that turn round to spread death in the land of Kutuje and when called upon, they 
turn round to reveal Odewale’s complicity. 
 No wonder then that Etherton states that: 
 The gods are indeed the cause of Odewale’s downfall for his particular crimes would not  have 
been committed if there had been no prophecy. He would have grown up in his  family, hot tempered 
perhaps but there is nothing in his character to suggest that he could  ever commit patricide and incest 
(127). 
 Finally, some of the stylistic devices in the former plays are here. These are images and idioms of 
speech, foreshadowing, flashback, etc. As was also noted earlier, all these devices are used in the 
extension not only of the plot but of the theme. But an illustration will suffice. 
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 Here, we take the flashback dramatization of the killing of King Adetusa. As it is in African 

Literature Today vol. 11, this scene “besides amplifying the action of the play … makes possible a 
delayed dramatic climax …” (Jones 181). 
 But to our understanding, it shows how the events of yester years crop up to disquiet the life of 
today, and as we stated earlier, the gods of our former existence should not blame us since they forcibly 
yoked together disparate entitles in order to bring about the tribalism and death of today. 
 In his study of the play, Sola Balogun elicits some lessons worth noting. According to this 
analyst, “In the drama, the audience is sensitized on the need for humanity to imbibe universal virtues of 
love, tolerance, patience and peace” (473). These are lacking in Odewale and as such, he has gone to the 
full extent of what the gods predestined for him. Definitely, the lack of these in him, helps in his killing 
his biological father.  

Conclusion 

 Before we draw the curtain, what we have done so far is to look at two historical plays of Ola 
Rotimi and give the implications of the episodes related therein as they appear to us. As we have seen, 
some of these episodes are commentaries which he made on certain issues in society. 

 As for Kurunmi, not being fully aware of what he has done, he was x-raying the Nigeria civil war. 
This is what brought us to The Gods which Rotimi himself said is his allegory on the same topic. As for 
Ovonramwen Nogbaisi, his attempt to rewrite the protagonist’s history and clear his name of such 
indictments like sadism and cruelty, though successful, has ended up in a mockery.   
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Abstract 

The research was done to identify the learned helplessness among the undergraduates of the University of 
Kelaniya. The research consisted of two objectives, one hypothesis and two research problems. The 
sample which was selected by using the random sampling method included two hundred undergraduates 
in University of Kelaniya. The questionnaire which was made based on Likert-Scale was administered 
and the collected quantitative data was analyzed by using Statistical Package for Social Sciences. As the 
findings of the research, it could be found that there is a significant level of learned helplessness among 
undergraduates of the University of Kelaniya, and there is a significant difference in the level of learned 
helplessness between male and female undergraduates. The study made suggestions to minimize the 
learned helplessness among undergraduates.  

Key Words: Undergraduates, Learned Helplessness, Gender Difference, University Life,   Controllability  

Introduction  

Learned Helplessness (LH) was introduced by Martin Seligman, an American psychologist who was the 
president of American Psychological Association at the end of 1960s and early 1970s. Even though the 
concept was introduced about 50 years ago, it still attracts the research interest of current psychologists 
who are occupied in universities, organizations, companies, hospitals, sport, and many other settings in 
which helpless behaviors can be found. 

People make many attempts so that their dreams in life make come true. in achievimg goals, targets in the 
lives, people face many hurdles, obstacles or difficulties. As everyone lives in a stressful world, faces 
frustration, and encounters depression. Thus, learned helplessness is experienced by all of the people of 
all walks of lives.  

Undergraduates are regarded as young adults as they are living within age between 20-25 in their lives. 
They are considered to be the cream of the society as they are academically high. They enter the 
universities after the very competitive examination, General Certificate Examination of Advanced Level 
and within the university they are living in a very competitive study environment. After the university 
entrance, it starts the self-living of the students. This may be for some students the first time of living 
outside the home. As a result, they have to take the responsibility of making decisions on them. And also 
the responsibility to take care of themselves, provide the security for them and to prepare the meal is on 
them. This may be the first time that all of the roles are played by them. 

There can be found many factors which plays a central role that this separated population and the above 
mentioned concept, learned helplessness relate together. In the researcher's point, such factors can be 
divided into two such as internal factors and external factors. The internal factors are factors within the 
university. Competition based study environment is one of them. Undergraduates are struggling for marks 
and classes. Due to the high competition, to achieve the high marks they have to work hard with no 
concern for time and all. But failing the attempts by them, they lose the goals. Teachers' expectations also 
are prime important in the factors in the university. They expect the students to attend the classes eighty 
percent and get high marks for their papers as they are required to show the interests of students to follow 
the course unit.  
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As the external factors, parental expectations as well as the societal expectations can lead to difficulties 
for students. They try to fulfill the aspirations of parents. When failing, they may become frustrated and 
somewhat depressed. Society may expect them to have good academic qualifications and to be with 
everything necessary for a life. The same experience may be encountered when they may be unable to 
reap what society expects.    

When taking the above mentioned factors into consideration, it is thought that the student try to meet the 
requirements for the degree course and face the life in the university alone. Thereby students face 
difficulties, hurdles and their triumphs may not be succeeded to the extend they expect. When the factors 
or the environment is not within control of the students, they develop the sense of uncontrollability. In the 
face uncontrollability, helpless behaviors are resulted in and de-motivation, powerlessness, un-attempts or 
remaining neutral, withdrawals also appear. The researcher considered such behaviors to be the 
helplessness in the study. Thus, studying the learned helplessness in undergraduates plays a significant 
role in the literature of researches and has many implications.   

Problems of the research 
There are two research problems formulated by the researcher to solve in the research by collecting the 
relevant data through the questionnaire.  

1. What is the level of Learned Helplessness in undergraduate among undergraduate students of 
University of Kelaniya? 

2. What are the gender differences in learned helplessness among undergraduates of University of 
Kelaniya? 
 

Objectives of the research 

This research consists of two main objectives and they are mentioned below.  

1. To identify the level of Learned Helplessness among undergraduate students of University of 
Kelaniya. 

2. To identify gender differences in the level of Learned Helplessness among undergraduate 
students of University of Kelaniya. 

 

Hypothesis  

The hypothesis was formulated to test the level of learned helplessness among undergraduates of 
university of Kelaniya and it is mentioned below. 

There is a significance level of learned helplessness among undergraduates in University of Kelaniya.   

Methodology 
As the researcher measure the level of learned helplessness among undergraduates, quantitative approach 
was selected for this study. A self- administered questionnaire was used to gather the relevant data from 
200 undergraduates from the University of Kelaniya. The sample was randomly selected. The reason for 
using a questionnaire is the suitability of that method for collecting data on learned helplessness. it is 
standardized questionnaires that have been used by the researchers in the pool of earlier researches on 
learned helplessness. The other reason for selecting a questionnaire to be used was that the study tried to 
measure or to rate the level of learned helplessness of undergraduates. The sample was separated, based 
on gender only to test gender differences of the level of learned helplessness. With regard to that 
objective, the research used the between groups design for the study.  The survey method has been used to 
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collect data so that the research problems may be solved. The questionnaire consists of five choices made 
depending on the Likert's Scale. The choices are as follows. 

1. Never 
2. No 
3. Yes 
4. Occasionally 
5. Frequently  

The data collected was analyzed by using descriptive statistical presentation quantitatively.  After that, the 
researcher has reached the conclusions.  

The characteristics of the sample are given in the table below.  

Gender Faculty Year Degree 
M F S C Ss H 1 2 3 4 SD GD 
100 100 14 18 128 40 61 58 62 19 119 81 

200 200 200 200 
 

Terms for the abbreviations in the above table  are given below. 

M= Male Undergraduates 

F= Female Undergraduates 

S= Faculty of Science 

C= Faculty of Commerce and Management Studies 

Ss= Faculty of Social Sciences 

H=Faculty of Humanities 

GD= Students following General Degrees 

SD=Students following Special Degrees 

Results and Discussion  
Depending on the descriptive statistical analysis, the overall mean of the sample is 2.5296. The mean 
(2.5296) suggests that there is a significant level of learned helplessness among undergraduates of 
University of Kelaniya. The means of the level of learned helplessness between male and female are 
2.4052 and 2.6540 in order. In accordance with the means, Female students are more learned helpless 
than male students. Independent t-test was further used to find whether there is significance difference in 
learned helplessness between males and females. The statistical table below presents the significant level.  
  
 Independent Samples Test 

T-test for Equality of Means 
T Sig. (2-tailed) Mean Difference 

-3.432 .001 -.24880 
Source: Survey Data (2013) 
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The above table presents that T value is -3.432 and P value is .001. Therefore, at the significance level of 
P=0.05, there is a difference between male and female students as the significance level (0.05) is higher 
than the P value (.001). Thus, it can be found that there is a significance difference in the level of learned 
helplessness between males and females which were used as the sample of the research.   

The mean of students following general degree is 2.5462 and the mean of students following special 
degree is 2.5183. According, the students who follow the general degree are more learned helpless than 
those who follow the special degree. The difference between two means is 0.0279.  According to the 
independent t-test, T value is -.367 and P value is .714. Therefore, at a significance level of P=0.05, there 
is not a significant difference between the groups, special degree and general degree as the significance 
level (0.05) is lower than P value (.714). Accordingly, there is not a significance difference in the level of 
learned helplessness between the groups of special degree students and general degree students. 

Conclusions 

One objective of the research was to identify the level of learned helplessness among the undergraduates 
of the University of Kelaniya. The research includes a formed hypothesis that there is a significant level 
of learned helplessness among undergraduates of the University of Kelaniya. Accordingly, It can be 
concluded that there is a significant level of learned helplessness among the undergraduates of the 
University of Kelaniya. It can be further concluded that there is significant difference in the level of 
learned helplessness between male and female undergraduates of the University of Kelaniya. Female 
undergraduates are more helpless than the male undergraduates.   

Recommendations 

University life is full of aspirations. In a competitive educational context, undergraduates are doing their 
very hard to succeed their lives. In doing so, they encounter hardships in controlling the factors in their 
surroundings. It results in learned helplessness in their lives. Therefore, it could be recommended that 
universities and the government should reduce the educational competition by revising the education 
system in Sri Lanka. Coping skills, competencies and knowledge of the students are to be developed by 
implementing seminars, workshops and training sessions.    
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Abstract 

This research work investigates speech acts of complaints and compliments in …a Darkling Plain by 
Krisagbedo. The objectives of the study are to identify the speech acts of complaints and compliments in 
the novel; to analyse the speech act of complaints and compliments in …a Darkling Plain. The data for 
the study were randomly selected from the novel …a Darkling Plain. The data collected were analysed 
using speech act theory by Austin (1962). The result of the analysis shows that there are so many speech 
acts of complaints and compliments in the novel. It is also discovered that although speech act of 
complaints as used in the novel have performative functions, the actions were not successful because the 
speech act could not meet all the felicity conditions. Again, the analysis shows that the intentions of the 
speakers were not met by the reactions of the hearer in the novel. From the scope of this study, the 
researchers therefore recommend that further studies should be carried out on other speech acts in the 
novel. In addition, researchers should study speech acts in other literary works 
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Background to the study 
In linguistics, speech act is an utterance that has 

performative functions in language and communication. 
Since linguists are of the view that language is an 
intentional behaviour, it is imperative that it should be 
treated like a form of action. The speech act is therefore 
the basic unit of language use to express meaning as well 
as an utterance that expresses an intention. Normally, the 
speech act is a sentence but it can be a word or a phrase 
necessary to accomplish an intention. They are commonly 
taken to include such act as promising, requesting, 
ordering, congratulating, greeting, etc   

Notable scholars of this field like J. L. Austin 
identified the three levels of speech act which are 
locutionary, illocutionary and perlocutionary act. 
Locutionary act is the usual utterance and its ostensible 
meaning, comprising phonetic, phatic and rhetic acts 
corresponding to the verbal, syntactic and semantic aspect 
of any meaningful utterance. An illocutionary act is the 
‘’illocutionary force’’ of the utterance hence it’s intended 
significance has a socially valid verbal action while 
perlocutionary act is it’s actual effect such as persuading, 
convincing or otherwise getting somebody to do or realise 
something whether intended or not (Austin 1962) 
       
  Compliments are expression of positive 
evaluation that commonly occur in everyday 
conversational encounters among interlocutors of equal or 
higher status. A complement may be used to open a 
conversation or to smoothen conversational interaction by 
reinforcing the links of solidarity between the 
interlocutors. People often compliment qualities related to 
personal appearance (e.g. clothes, hairs) possessions, 
skills or accomplishment. When such expressions are 
made, speech act of compliments has taken place. 
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A speech act of compliant occurs when a speaker 
reacts with displeasure or annoyance to an action that has 
affected the speaker unfavourably. It may be direct or 
indirect. It is indirect when the speaker expresses 
dissatisfaction to an interlocutor about oneself, someone 
or something that is not present. According to Boxer 
(1996: 219), it is direct when the speaker expresses 
displeasure or annoyance as a result of a past or ongoing 
action that affects him or her unfavourably.”  

Krisagbedo, in this literary enterprise, variously used 
the speech acts of complaints and complements. This 
study therefore seeks to investigate the speech acts of 
complaints and complements as used in the novel. 

Several attempts to drill people to effective 
communication skills have not yielded the desired result. 
Vital aspects of such communication skills are speech acts 
of complaints and complements which are also integral 
part of human existence. This calls for the study of this 
aspect of communication skill. The novel … a Darkling 

Plain has many of such speech acts. For proper 
understanding of the text, the need therefore arises for the 
analysis in the context it appears in the novel. 

This study is delimited to the analysis of speech acts 
of complaints and complements by the characters as they 
appear in the novel … a Darkling Plain. 

The main purpose of this study is to investigate the 
speech acts of complaints and complements of some 
characters in Krisagbedo’s  … a DarklingPlain. In 
specific terms, the study tends to do the following: 
Identify speech acts of complaints and complements; 
analyse the speech acts of complaints; examine the speech 
acts of compliments.  

The result of this study will help in enhancing 
proficiency and knowledge of speech techniques and 
communication skill. The research work will expose our 
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minds to the art of private or public speaking. Teachers 
and parents as well will also find some aspects of the 
study useful in the teaching of morals among their 
pupils/wards. 

 
Synopsis of the novel 

The novel … aDarklingPlain pictures the life of Mrs. 
Deborah as a single mother with her children – Mmeso, 
Chiemerie and Nkiru, using philosophical inventive, 
postulations and allusions.  Deborah as a widow takes care of 
her family by selling bean cake (akara). This petty business of 
hers helps her to see her daughter Mmeso through her 
university education and finance her son Chiemerie who is 
about to write his SSCE and her second daughter Nkiru who 
is in primary school. She is branded a prostitute as a result of 
her relationship with Adolph who seeks Deborah’s hand as a 
concubine because he is badly in need of a male child as his 
wife could not bear him  a son. 

“Mmeso who graduated as an engineer and has finished 
with her NYSC will make a good life partner with Patrick” 
thought Deborah who wants Patrick to be her son-in-law. 
However, Mmeso believes that she is old enough to choose a 
life partner and it is definitely not going to be Patrick. Mmeso 
has fallen in love with Eme, a teacher who teaches Social 
Studies in Union Secondary School. 

Little does she know of her so called lover being a play 
boy who nearly raped his student. There is also Onyinye, 
Mmeso’s best friend who plots to get married to Patrick 
herself although engaged by Ben. She tries to make Patrick 
her own by rubbishing the image of Mmeso and her family 
before him. Deborah who wants no other suitor than Patrick 
for her daughter Mmeso was introduced by Adolph to a 
prophet, who will help her achieve her goal. Adolph believes 
that getting Mmeso to marry Patrick will pave way for him in 
getting Deborah to yield to his amorous request. Meanwhile, 
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Mmeso remained unconcerned until the day she was involved 
in a ghastly motor accident at Enugu – Portharcourt highway 
on her way to uncle Azuka’s house to prepare for an interview 
with an oil company. The accident claimed many lives 
including the driver, but Mmeso survived maybe because of 
her mother’s prayers when she was having the premonition 
that something wrong might happen to her daughter. It was 
after the accident that Mmeso had a change of mind to accept 
Patrick’s hand in marriage. She informed her brother 
Chiemerie about her decision and told him to inform their 
mother. Meanwhile, rumor about her death has seculated 
everywhere, but no one summoned courage to break the bad 
news to Deborah. Mmeso on accepting Patrick’s proposal 
requested that a huge amount of money should be given to her 
family by her fiancé in order to enable the mother start a new 
business and to offset family debts. This brought great joy to 
the family. 
 
Literature review 
 Speech act in linguistics and philosophy of language 
is an utterance that has performative functions in language 
and communication. Historically, the contemporary use of the 
term goes back to J. L. Austin’s development of performative 
utterances and his theory of locutionary, illocutionary and 
perlocutionary acts. Austin’s position derives from the view 
that statements should be understood by what they do rather 
than mere description of some state of affairs or to state some 
facts which it must do either truly or falsely. Sharing similar 
view, Wittgenstein came up with the idea of “don’t ask for the 
meaning, ask for the use” depicting language as a new vehicle 
for social activity. In essence, these scholars see meaning as 
deriving from pragmatic tradition, demonstrating the 
importance of how language is used to accomplish objectives 
within specific situation. In other words, utterances do more 
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than just reflecting a meaning; they are designed to get things 
done. 
 Searle (1969) similarly observed that language itself 
is performative. By implication, language does not merely 
describe or report, but does something. There appears to be a 
kind of unanimity of conception among scholars across ages. 
In his own definition, Nordquist (2017) sees speech act as a 
sub-field of pragmatics concerned with the ways in which 
words can be used not only to present information but also to 
carry out actions. 
 From the foregoing, it can be inferred that language 
serves both descriptive and pragmatic purposes and 
pragmatically, language is action oriented. Austin (1962) 
identifies three levels of speech act –  locutionary act which is 
the actual utterance and its ostensible meaning comprising 
phonetics, phatics and rhetics corresponding to the verbal, 
syntactic and semantic aspects of utterance; illocutionary act 
which is the illocutionary force of the utterance and 
perlocutionary which is the actual effect of the utterance. He 
further posits that speech acts must meet certain conditions, 
which he terms felicity conditions, before it can be completed, 
otherwise the speech act will be infelicitous. Felicity 
conditions according to Agbedo (2015) include sincerity 
condition, preparatory condition and executive condition. 
Sincerity condition implies how genuine the speaker is with a 
particular illocutionary act. This condition demands the 
speaker to mean what he says. On the other hand, preparatory 
condition determines the appropriateness of the participants in 
the discourse as well as the situations that determine the 
successful performance of the speech act.  More so, executive 
condition is achieved when the conditions required are met 
and this can be tagged felicitous. Moreover, when the 
conditions are not met, it is considered infelicitous.  
 Searle (1969) sees speech act from a less broad 
perspective limiting it to just illocutionary act. Searle’s 
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approach is understood as a refinement of Austin’s conception 
and adjudged better by contemporary scholars, hence many do 
not see locutionary act as constituting speech act. So whereas 
Austin emphasises the conventional interpretation, Searle 
emphasises psychological interpretations. 
 In an attempt to classify speech act, Searle suggests 
representatives, directives, commissives, expressive and 
declaratives. Searle’s classification as observed by Vernant 
(2016) was based on a resolutely pragmatic approach to 
communication rather than representational and semantic 
understanding of language. Going further, Vernant saw 
representative as that which commit a speaker to the truth of 
an expressed proposition with paradigm cases as asserting, 
concluding, stating, describing, etc. Commissive commits a 
speaker to some future actions with paradigm cases as 
promising, vowing, threatening, etc. Directives are used by 
the speaker who attempts to get addressee to carry out an 
action like requesting, commanding, advising, challenging, 
etc. Declaratives affect an immediate change of affairs with 
paradigm case like declaring, baptising and arresting. Lastly, 
expressives express some sorts of psychological state like 
thanking, complaining, apologising, compliments, etc. 
 Ziaei (2012) observes that speech act of compliment 
is a social phenomenon. She further points out that 
compliments are expressions of positive evaluation that 
commonly occur in every day conversational encounter 
among interlocutors of equal or higher status. Comments like 
“I like your gown”; “your car is nice”; “that is good” 
constitute speech act of compliment. Also adjectives like 
beautiful, good, wonderful, fantastic, lovely, nice are speech 
act of compliment. 
 Olshtain and Weinback (1987) see speech act of 
complaint to have occurred when a speaker reacts with 
displeasure or annoyance to an action that affected the speaker 
unfavourably. Like a refusal, it is also a face threatening act 
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for the listener and often realised through indirect strategies. 
The cause of complaint, however, may not be limited to the 
listener or the speaker in which case the expression of 
dissatisfaction to the interlocutor may be about someone or 
something else that is not present (Boxer, 1996:219). This is 
indirect speech act of complaint. 
 In this study, the illocutionary and perlocutionary 
speech acts will be used in the analysis pinning down the 
felicity conditions in objective two in order to find out if the 
acts were appropriately and successfully performed. The 
objective three will be catered for using the illocutionary and 
the perlocutionary acts to ascertain if the intentions of the 
speakers were met by reactions of the hearers. 
 
Data presentation and analysis 

In this section, the speech acts of complaints and 
compliments as found in the novel are presented and 
analysed. 

 
Identification of speech acts of complaints and 
compliments 
 Here, some of the speech acts of complaints and 
compliments are identified.  
 
Speech act of complaints in the novel 
 As already noted, speech act of complaints occur 
when a speaker reacts with displeasure or annoyance to an 
action that has affected the speaker unfavourably. …a 

Darkling Plain by Krisagbedo is replete with many of such 
speech acts. In chapter 1 page 1 of the novel, when Deborah 
asked Chiemerie to take firewood to the shade and take the 
mashed beans to the mill, Chiemerie complained, “ I am the 
only person that does all the work in this house. Do this do 
that all the time, yet Nkiru stays doing nothing.”  
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 Similarly, in page 18, the following statement by 
Adolf when his advances to Deborah were rebuffed 
constitutes a speech act of complaint. “What nonsense is this? 
I mean do I have to …” 
 Furthermore, in page 48, during their meal, Chiemerie 
struggled with Nkiru for a piece of fish which Chiemerie 
collected at last prompting Deborah to order him to return the 
fish to Nkiru. In response, Chiemerie protested when he said 
“But Nkiru has taken her own share.”  
 Again speech act of complaint occurred in chapter 5, 
page 41. Being disturbed by the steaming argument she had 
with her mother the previous night, Mmeso decided to visit 
Eme her lover and complained, “Mum woke me up as early as 
2am today just to talk me into marrying Patrick” 
 Once more, the speech act of complaint was used by 
Chiemerie in page 59. In the morning in Deborah’s residence, 
Chiemerie beat up Chimee for failing to flush the toilet after 
use. When Mr. Omeje a.k.a. papa Chimee requested for 
explanation for Chiemerie’s action, Chiemerie after giving a 
graphic account of what transpired, further complained that 
Chimee insulted him again by calling him a liar in these 
words, “You see, papa Chimee, he has started insulting me 
again.” 
 Several speech acts of complaint can be found in the 
novel such as “Are you now accusing me?” (page 65), “you 
called me a prostitute!” (page 60), “Do you see what I am 
talking about, mum?” (page 6), etc. Suffice it to say that 
speech act of complaint is ubiquitous in Krisagbedo’s …a 

Darkling Plain. 
 
Speech act of compliments in the novel 
 Krisagbedo variously used the speech act of 
compliments in the novel …a Darkling Plain. These can be 
found in so many pages of the novel. 
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 In chapter 5, page 43, this statement: “That’s a sound 
philosophy” is a speech act of complaint. When Mmeso 
visited Eme on her return from NYSC demanding that they 
should not waste time to get married to each other to frustrate 
Deborah’s intention for Mmeso to marry Patrick against her 
wish, Eme expressed pessimism for lack of money. Mmeso 
put forward a seemingly superior argument citing Bertrand 
Russel’s position that man’s many problems stem from lack 
of confidence, stressing that man’s ambition is realisable if his 
desire is strong enough to be followed by necessary action. In 
response, Eme intoned “that’s a sound philosophy.” This is a 
speech act of compliment about the idea of Mmeso. 
 Also in chapter 4 page 32, speech act of compliment 
was used by Chiemerie when Mmeso reunited with her 
family. After bemoaning the disgraceful amorous relationship, 
between Deborah their mother and Adolph, Mmeso inquired 
from Chiemerie whether he got her message (money) she sent 
through uncle Azuka to enable Chiemerie pay for his WAEC 
registration. Chiemerie acknowledged receipt of the money 
which he had to complete with the assistance of Uncle 
Patrick. In appreciation, Chiemerie responded “thank you 
sister, I am so grateful.” this is a speech act of compliment by 
Chiemerie to Mmeso for contributing to her WAEC 
registration. 
 Thirdly, in chapter 10 page 111, this speech act of 
compliment was used: “Thanks for being part of my life, if I 
had to do it again, I would do it with you.” The preceding 
statement was made by Chinenye when Mmeso went to the 
village to commiserate with her, a bossom friend, over the 
death her mother. Mmeso spoke with so much wisdom to 
mitigate the fatal sting of death of Chinenye’s mother 
prompting Chinenye to respond in that light. 
 Several other speech acts of compliment were used in 
the novel. In chapter 10 page 114, this speech,  “Oh! That’s 
great” by Onyinye on arrival of Uncle Patrick and Nkeiru in 
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the house of Asanya shows Onyinye’s expression of positive 
evaluation of Uncle Patrick’s visit. Little wonder she gave 
Patrick hot kisses. Others are the heavenly innocence and 
sleek beauty about Nonye’s little frame (page 121), 
“congratulation!” (p.127), etc. 
 
Analysis of speech acts of complaints 

“I am the only one that does all the work in this 
house. Do this do that all the time, yet Nkiru stays 
doing nothing” 

The illocutionary act of this speech is that the speaker 
(Chiemerie) wants the mother (Deborah) to redirect the errand 
to Nkiru (the younger sister). For this illocutionary act to 
become performative, certain conditions must be met: 
1. There must be an errand to run (sincerity condition). 
2. The mother has the authority to redirect the errand 

(preparatory condition). 
3. Nkiru must be available to and capable of running 

the errand (execution condition). 
The complaint of the speaker can be attended to 
(perlocutionary act) if the conditions 1 – 4 are true and 
possible. Thus the intention of the speaker (for the mother to 
send Nkiru instead of him) was not met because condition 4 
cannot be fulfilled since Nkiru is too tender to run such an 
errand. 
 In chapter 2 page 18, “What sort of nonsense is this? I 
mean do I have to” 
The illocutionary act of this complaint is that the speaker 
(Adolph) wanted (Deborah) to give in to his amorous act. For 
this illocutionary act to be performative, the following 
conditions must be met: 

1. The speaker (Adolph) must have interest in and be 
ready for the act (sincerity condition). 

2. The hearer (Deborah) must be willing to engage in the 
act (Execution condition). 
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3. There must be a conducive environment for the act to 
take place (preparatory condition). 
In the above, the complaint of the speaker can be 

attended to (perlocutionary act) if the conditions above are 
right and possible. However the intention of the speaker 
which is to lure the hearer into the act cannot be met because 
though condition 1 is possible, the act cannot be carried out 
for the fact that Deborah is not willing and the environment is 
not conducive, therefore, the speech act is not felicitous. 

In chapter 6, page 48, “but Nkiru has taken her own 
share.”  

The illocutionary act of this complaint is that the 
speaker (Chiemerie) wants the hearer (the mother) to allow 
him to eat the fish. For this illocutionary act to be felicitous: 

1. There must be fish and the speaker must be interested 
in making the mother to allow him eat the fish alone 
(sincerity condition). 

2. Chiemerie should not have eaten fish (preparatory 
condition). 

3. The hearer must be in a position to give order on who 
will eat the fish (execution condition). 

From the analysis above, the speaker’s intention can be 
fulfilled if conditions 1 – 3 are true and possible. However, 
condition 2 is not true because Chiemerie has eaten fish 
before and that was why the mother ordered him to share the 
fish between himself and the sister (Nkiru). Therefore the 
speech act is infelicitous. 
 In chapter 5 page 41, being disturbed by the streaming 
argument she had with her mother the previous night, Mmeso 
decided to visit her lover Eme and complained, “Mum woke 
me up as early as 2am today just to talk me into marrying 
Patrick.” 
 The illocutionary act here is that the speaker (Mmeso) 
wants the hearer (Eme who is her lover) to hurry in paying her 
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bride price. This intention of the speaker can only be met with 
the following conditions: 

1. The speaker must be interested in marrying the 
hearer (sincerity condition). 

2. The hearer must be willing to marry her (preparatory 
condition). 

3. There must be the resources for the hearer to carry 
out the act (execution condition). 

From the novel, it is seen that conditions 1 – 3 are possible, 
but are not true because the hearer is not willing to marry the 
speaker and as well does not have the resources to do so. 
Therefore, the perlocutionary act does not meet the speaker’s 
intention.  
 
Analysis of speech acts of compliments 
“That’s a sound philosophy” chapter 5 page 43. 
The illocutionary act of this compliment is that the speaker 
(Eme) ironically wants the hearer (Mmeso) to understand that 
the philosophy of “start doing something and learn how to do 
something in the doing of something” is not always feasible in 
all context especially in marriage which is too complex an act 
for any sane man to dabble into in the name of learning how 
to do it in the doing of it. Instead of making the hearer 
(Mmeso his lover) to toe the line of his own perspective about 
life, he succeeds in stirring the hearer to disapprove and 
condemn his idea about life. The perlocutionary act here did 
not reflect the intention of the speaker. 
 In chapter 7 page 57, speech act of compliment was 
used by Omeke (Deborah’s brother) to express his disapproval 
of his wife’s (Nwoma) towards the plight of his poor sister 
(Deborah). As she wanted to ridiculously relate the message 
of warning dropped by Justina (Adolph’s wife) saying that 
Omeke should warn his sister to desist from her husband 
Adolph, Okeke shunned her with his compliment, “who asked 
for your opinion, idle gossip” 
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 The intention of the speaker (illocutionary act) is to 
deter the hearer from rubbishing the image of a poor widow 
(Deborah). However, Nwoma tried all she could to rub her 
husband the right way (perlocutionary act) but Omeke 
remained adamant to her prodding.  
 In chapter 6, page 51 when Mmeso went to visit her 
friend Onyinye, Onyinye out of excitement at seeing the little 
figure-8 standing before her flattered (Mmeso) “shine shine 
baby!” 
The illocutionary act of this compliment is to make the hearer 
feel welcomed. Mmeso got the message clearly that 
something is amidst the over-exaggerated amusement and 
began to ask what was happening there (the perlocutionary act 
is that of suspicion instead of welcome). It was the she 
realised that Patrick her suitor was the one behind the 
excitement as he was calling to ask after Mmeso his heart 
throb. 
 In chapter 10, page 111, another speech act of 
compliment goes thus: “thanks for being part of my life. If I 
had to do it again, I will do it with you.” The illocutionary act 
of this compliment is to make the hearer feel acknowledged 
for giving her words of consolation at the dearth of her mother 
and loss of opportunity to further her education to university 
level. The hearer (Mmeso) responded (perlocutionary act) to 
this act with a misty eye and reluctantly departed. 
 
Summary of findings, conclusion an recommendation 

Having done the analysis of speech acts of complaint and 
compliment in …a Darkling Plain by Krisabgedo by 
employing the speech act theory by J. L. Austin (1962), it was 
discovered that speech act of complaints and compliments 
abound in the novel. However, it is just a few that are used in 
the analysis. Itis also discovered that the speech act of 
complaints as used in the novel have performative functions. 
However, the actions were not successful because the speech 
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act could not meet all the felicity conditions. Therefore, they 
are infelicitous because the intentions are not right in the 
context. Again, the analysis shows that the intentions of the 
speakers were not met by the reactions of the hearer in the 
novel.  

In conclusion, from this study, it is observed that literary 
works are full of speech acts as they mirror the society where 
language is indispensable. It is also observed that it is not 
always all the time that speech acts meet all the felicity 
conditions and this makes the acts infelicitous. Furthermore, 
the illocutionary act may not be able to elicit the right 
perlocutionary act considering the context at which it is used. 

  From the scope of this study, the researchers therefore 
recommend that further studies should be carried out on other 
speech acts in the novel. In addition, researchers should study 
speech acts in other literary works. 
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Abstract 
This study focused on the medium through which 
communication can checkmate national challenges. The work 
was set to identify the key media and they are as follow: 
Direct Human Communication which comprises the family, 
school and religion, and Indirect Human Communication 
through which gadgets like phones, laptops, and tablets, 
among others are used to communicate with people through 
social media like Whatsapp, Instagram, Facebook, and 
Twitter. Everything in existence has its advantage(s) and 
disadvantage(s); but when we weigh communication, the 
advantages weigh far much more than the disadvantages 
because communication is the key that unlocks everything 
that surrounds human beings; even the deaf and the dumb 
communicate. Therefore without communication, human life 
will be useless. 
 
Introduction 

The English term ‘Communication’ evolved from two 
Latin words ‘communis and communicare’. Communis is a 
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noun which means common, communality or sharing and 
communicare is categorised under verb, which means make 
something common. Some scholars relate the term 
communication with an English word community because 
community members have something in common with each 
other and they are formed with the tie of communication. 
Hence, there can be no community without communication. 
The roles of communication according to Ndimele (2001:3-4) 
may be informational, expressive, phatic, directive, ideational, 
performative, or ludic.  To him, language plays the 
informational role in its use to pass information from one 
person to another. It plays expressive role when people use it 
to make their feelings and emotions known to others. Its 
phatic role is ostensible when it is use to establish contacts 
and relationships. Directive role is use to influence the 
behaviour and attitudes of people. Its ideational role is use to 
control and seek compliance with forces of nature. Effecting a 
sudden change in the state affairs in the real world, the role of 
performative communication is use. Lastly, the role of ludic is 
use to create amusement for entertainment. Furthermore, 
communication can be seen as sharing of information between 
different individuals. It includes the sharing of ideas, 
concepts, imagination, behaviours and written content. 
Communication can be simply defined as the transfer of 
information from one place to another. This transfer of 
information can be conducted in different ways. According to 
Stewart and D`Angeo (1998:38), “Communication involves 
not just action but action and reaction, not just stimulus, but 
stimulus and response”. In addition, Cherry (1957:6) has seen 
communication as a system of sharing elements of behaviour, 
or modes of life, by the existence of sets of rules. 
Communication is the only way information can be 
disseminated to the people living in a particular geographical 
area. It is the key that can unlock all doors of a nation as well 
as educate the masses on the rules that guide the nation. 
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Communication is an act that started from the creation, down 
to our fore-fathers.  

In the olden days, there were various ways by which 
our forefathers communicated. One is: communication with 
fire as a means of attracting attention or notifying a 
neighbouring community. This means of communication does 
not seem to have a place today in any of our societies except 
perhaps among the societies living in the mountain areas and 
also among hunters and adventurers in some places. Apart 
from the original purport of buying and selling, the market 
square serves well as a communication arena. Women who 
have picked information from various places spread it around 
with the words of mouth, and carrier pigeons were also used 
to get information from one place to another quite quickly. 
The person who wants to send a message to a set place takes 
trained homing pigeons from that set place. When some 
important information need to be sent, a message is written on 
a very small piece of paper and attached to the pigeon’s leg.  

According to Wilson (1987) there are numerous 
forms of communication systems in Nigeria and the world at 
large. Some of them are: idiophones, membranophones, 
aerophones, symbolography, signals, and sign, among others. 
Idiophones are self-sounding instruments or technical wares 
which produce sound without the addition or use of an 
intermediary medium. The sound or message emanates from 
the materials from which the instruments are made and they 
could be shaken, scratched, struck, pricked (pulled) or pressed 
with the feet. They include the gong, woodblock, wooden 
drum, bell and rattle. Membranophones are the media on 
which sounds are produced through the vibration of 
membranes. They include all varieties of skin or leather drum. 
These drums are beaten or struck with well-carved sticks. The 
Igbo people use these drums, though they are borrowed 
communication instrument because it is produced in Yoruba 
land. These skin drums of various sizes and shapes abound in 
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all Nigerian traditional societies especially in Igbo land, if not 
the most popular means of communication in our society 
today traditionally. This is because it is the most exposed and 
intricate in its craftsmanship. This drum is called the “talking 
drum” in Yoruba land and locally called “dundun” in Igbo 
land. Aerophones are the media which produce sound as a 
result of the vibration of a column of air. They comprise 
media of the flute family, whistle reed pipes, hones and 
trumpets etc. Symbolography simply means symbolic writing 
or representation. Communication takes place when encoders 
use graphic representations to convey a message which is 
understood within the context of a known social event and an 
accompanying verbal message. This is a descriptive 
representational device for conveying meaning. There a lot of 
them but the well-known one usually in Igbo land is “uri” 
which is used on wall paintings and even on human bodies.  

Signals are the physical embodiments of a message. 
In some parts of our country, so many ancient signals are still 
in existence. To portray this point, in all the broadcasting 
stations in Nigeria, there must be a sign of drum signals to 
draw the attention of its listeners, indicating that they are 
about to start or to begin transmission for the day. In this 
category, some of the signals include fire, gunshots, canon 
shots, drum (wooden or skin). Signs are marks that are 
meaningful or objects or symbols used to present something. 
It is a construct by which organisms affect the behaviour or 
state of another in a communication context. Sign language (ie 
system of communication by gestures) has been developed for 
the deaf in all the Nigerian communities and even across 
board. While signs are more associated with specific 
denotative meanings, symbols usually carry along with them 
connective meaning as well, (Ross 1992). In addition, Ross 
(1992) maintained that symbols require an interpreter who 
knows something of the system by virtue of which the symbol 
has meaning. Natural signs require an interpreter who knows a 
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theory or general law in terms of which the sign is an index of 
the existence of some other thing. Despite the forms of 
communication mentioned above, traditional institutions, 
clubs or various other societies use communication for the 
purpose of dissemination of information, passing on gossips, 
rumours, and at times highly confidential information. These 
institutions operate in both rural and urban areas, but mostly 
in the rural areas, especially the following co-operative 
societies: esusu (Osusu),clan/town/village/family unions, 
ethnic unions, drinking clubs, old students associations, 
market women associations, age grade, secret societies, cults, 
among others help a lot to disseminate information or 
communicate effectively. Communication processes are in 
various forms and are geared towards achieving a particular 
goal. Without communication, development will be 
impossible in a nation because that is the only way the masses 
can reach out to their leaders, leaders in return to their 
subjects and among other individuals. For example, it enables 
planners when identifying and formulating development 
programmes to consult with people in order to take into 
account their needs, attitudes and traditional knowledge. 
Helping people at all levels to communicate empowers them 
to recognise important issues and find common grounds for 
action, and builds a sense of identity and participation in order 
to implement their decisions. 

Every nation undergoes constant change, and this 
change also introduces new ways of doing things for the 
development of the nation. Therefore, communicating through 
media and techniques can be powerful tools to educate people 
about new ideas and methods, encourage adoption of these 
ideas and methods, and improve overall training. The 
phenomenon of communication has travelled far from the 
concept of paper and pen. Now, with the evolution of the 
internet, almost every electronic and digital device has 
become a means of communication. Besides computers and 
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mobile phones, from fuelling devices on the petrol pump to 
the radars, all devices have been transformed to share 
information. These devices amazingly carry and deliver 
information over considerable distances and time lapses. The 
delivery time for sharing information has almost diminished. 
One can send and receive information in a blink of an eye. We 
live in a contemporary communication age, and the full 
impact of communication on development is just starting to be 
seen. Therefore, this research examined various institutions in 
the society that inculcate positive attitudes in human beings 
through the means of communication.  
 
History of Communication 

Communication has always been the most significant 
part of human expression and interaction. Simple verbal 
communication has existed since the evolution of languages. 
There was an evolution of different kinds of writing styles. 
Egyptians developed hieroglyphic writing; similarly, Greeks 
developed the phonetic style of writing i.e. the writing from 
left to right. The first ever encyclopaedia was written in Syria. 
However, before the advent of the simple verbal 
communication, the ancient man was forced to be creative 
with communication and keep it consistent to maintain a 
common understanding. When speech originated around 
500,000 BCE, communication was changed, but the system 
was not perfect and needed assistance. While verbal 
communication was used in ancient times, symbols and 
images were still used to portray information. The earliest 
proven form of this is cave paintings. These images usually 
included scenes of hunting wild animals or stencils of human 
hands. Communication for ancient man became more 
complex as variations of cave paintings evolved into 
pictograms. Pictograms are images that represent a simple 
place or object. Later, ideograms were created and used to 
communicate concepts. The communication crafted during 
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this period moved from simple drawings of people and 
animals to visual communication that could express entire 
ideas with one symbol. Their brain power fuelled the original 
use of all types of communication that evolved into the 
channels we use today. While communication saw a lot of 
advancements during ancient times, that was only the 
beginning.        
                                                                                                     
Later on, other civilisations including Rome, Persia, Syria and 
Egypt too contributed towards the progress of the postal 
system. Horses were used as the main carriers in this very 
early postal system. There were relay stations established 
where the horses were required to deliver the information. 
Previously, there was no concept of paper. People used to 
communicate by writing messages on stones, leaves, bones or 
horsebacks. Moreover, there were no proper means for 
writing. The messages were penned down with coal or other 
useful tools.  This kind of information exchange was most 
common in China and Egypt. Later, there were some 
developments done to improve the writing surfaces. People 
made use of the Papyrus rolls and light weight parchments 
derived from dried reeds. These surfaces were much better as 
they were easily portable and could retain the colour of 
writing for a longer period. Otherwise, writing on stones, 
bones and horsebacks was prone to fading in a very short 
time. This created difficulty for the people to understand what 
was exactly written by the sender.          

As time went by, a new idea was introduced to utilise 
homing pigeons as carriers of messages, and the technique 
really worked out well. A written message was usually tied to 
the wings of a pigeon, and the pigeon will deliver it to the 
intended recipient. It was good as it saved time and pigeons’ 
travelling time was relatively less. But it was not a reliable 
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way of communication. The message transfer was solely 
dependent on the well-being of the bird, and if a pigeon was 
caught up in danger, which was a common occurrence, then 
the message was wasted. 

Invention of Printing 
The advancement towards better communication was 

heralded by the advent of printing technology. Printing was 
first invented by the Chinese in 1300 B.C. Also the first ever 
writing device, the pencil, was invented in 1565. Printing was 
first developed to be done by blocks in the 6th century. The 
first known book published at that time using block printing 
was the Diamond Sutra of 686. Later in the middle of 
15th century, a person named Johannes Gutenberg in Europe 
invented the press. This revolutionised the communication 
process, as the printing of books became easier and cheaper. It 
also laid down the foundation for newspaper printing. Later 
the idea for the printing press started gaining popularity in the 
other nations as well. The introduction of newspapers 
increased the interest of people towards printing and served to 
advance communication mechanisms. 

The printing press established by Gutenberg in the 
15th century introduced the idea of newspapers, thus 
newspaper printing was invented. The first ever newspaper 
was published in England in the year 1641. However, the 
name ‘newspaper’ was not coined until 1670. The 
developments in communication gradually continued to 
expose people to new and effective ideas and concepts. The 
beginning of the19th century saw the introduction of several 
new concepts in the world of communication. It accounts for 
remarkable inventions including carbon paper and the 
telegraph. Instead of relay stations, there were developments 
for laying down the foundation for proper channels that made 
it possible to communicate across the Atlantic. By the middle 
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of the 19th century, the fax machine was invented. The year 
1876 saw the incredible invention of the telephone by 
Alexander Graham Bell. This device was different from the 
previous inventions as it significantly reduced the time 
required for conveying information over long distances. 

In the 20th century, there was an evolution which led 
to the discovery of radio and television broadcasting. 
Communication was transformed to be conducted through 
electronic means. In 1960, communication satellites were 
introduced. Scientists introduced different techniques to create 
wonders in communication. Echoes and laser technology were 
invented to revolutionise communication. Bulky telephones 
were transformed into precisely structured mobile phones. 
Also, the internet and web services became eminent in the late 
19th century. 
 
Important Elements of Communication 

There are three elements necessary for 
communication to take place. They are the sender, a medium 
(the platform over which information is conducted) and a 
recipient. The sender is the most involved person with a full 
understanding of that matter which he wants to deliver. On the 
other hand, the receiver does not necessarily know about the 
sender and the subject of information which the sender aims 
to deliver. 
 
Steps of Communication 

Technically, the communication process is split into 
three major steps. These include the thought, encoding and 
decoding.  The thought is the subject of information that 
exists in the sender’s mind. When the sender transforms his 
thoughts, ideas or concepts into verbal speech or a written 
message, this is known as encoding. Encoding refers to the 
encryption of ideas from the perspective of the sender. When 
the message is received by the receiver, the recipient reads 
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and understands it. He may translate the information to 
understand it better. So decoding refers to the interpretation of 
information from the perspective of the receiver. When the 
receiver clearly understands the information sent to him, the 
communication process ends. 

Communication can be a one-way or two-way 
process. When the information conveyed by the sender is 
received by the recipient, this marks the completion of a one-
way process. It is not necessary that the recipient must 
respond to the sender, but if the recipient formulates a 
message in reply to the sender’s message, then 
communication becomes a two-way process. Media content is 
an example of one-way communication, in which the receiver 
is not required to respond, but only receives the information. 
 
Types of Communication 

There are different kinds of communication. 
However, the two major types are verbal communication and 
non-verbal communication. 
 
Verbal Communication 

Verbal communication is the sharing of information 
through speech. It includes the information that people hear 
on radios, televisions, telephones, speeches and interviews. 
Effective verbal communication incorporates the use 
of interpersonal skills. Factors that contribute to the 
effectiveness of verbal communication are the clarity of voice, 
perception and listening skills of the recipient. Verbal 
communication, if it is conducted in a two-way loop, is 
usually based on immediate responses. Verbal communication 
is also influenced by eye contact, gestures and facial 
expressions. The hearing and understanding skills of the 
recipient help him understand the context of the information 
and develop his responses accordingly. Linguistics and the 
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way of presenting information build the impact of 
communication on the recipient. 
 
Non-verbal Communication 

Written or spoken words are not the only means for 
sharing a message. When there is no use of words, and the 
recipient understands what the sender is asking, then it is 
known as non-verbal communication. Non-verbal 
communication is conducted through eye contact, postures, 
gestures, facial expressions, chronemics and haptics. Visuals 
are also an excellent way to represent any information. Use of 
pictures, symbols and graphs can help a person communicate 
effectively. Even hairstyles and the clothing of a person 
convey information regarding his nature, mood and intentions. 
People use architectures, and different colours and textures for 
home and office surfaces to represent their interests and 
preferences. 

In the case of written communication, it is the kind of 
information transferred where the encoding of a message is 
done in written form. The message may only be written in 
words, or it may include different symbols, or sometimes even 
machine codes. Written communication is influenced by 
writing and representation skills of an individual. A written 
message is developed while taking the audience into 
consideration. Different audiences have different levels of 
perceptive abilities. Different kinds of messages require 
different techniques of writing. For instance, an analytical 
report is written in a way greatly different to a CV or an essay. 
 
Challenges and Criticisms of Communication 

The challenges for sharing information over time 
have majorly been resolved, but still, there are some barriers 
that hinder the communication process. 
 
Personal Barriers 
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During communication each individual is greatly 
influenced by his or her capability of speaking and writing. If 
the message is not written or spoken well, there is every 
tendency that the message and its meaning may be ambiguous 
for the receiver. The translation of a written message can be 
misconceived as different recipients will interpret a certain 
message on the basis of their individual perceptions and 
knowledge. If the receiver finds it difficult to understand the 
information, there will be high possibilities that he may 
conceive wrong information. Therefore, a message must be 
written with the right words in such a way that the intended 
recipient can easily understand. 
 
Systemic Barriers 

When communication involves electronic and digital 
means, the machine and network errors can affect the 
effectiveness of communication. Usually, if a problem is 
encountered along the line, there will be an unwanted delay in 
information. This is often experienced in our daily use of 
phones and computer whereby due to poor network, the 
information we feed on the gadget may take a longer time 
than what we bargained on before it comes up with the 
information we need.  
 
Essential Components of Communication. 

As has been echoed, communication is a continuous 
two-way or one-way process through which a message can be 
conveyed through a medium to a recipient. The recipient must 
understand the message and respond within a specific time 
frame, though only if it is a two-way process of 
communication. This is an instance of a face to face 
communication that can be experienced at homes and schools. 
Therefore, the following is the breakdown of the essential 
communication components: 
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Source: The source is the person who imagines, creates, and 
sends the message. 
 
Message: The message is the stimulus or meaning produced 
by the source for the receiver or audience. 
Channel: The channel is the way in which a message travels 
between the source and the receiver. 
Feedback: Feedback is the verbal and/or nonverbal response 
to a message. 
Environment: The environment is the physical and 
psychological aspects of the communication’s context. 
Context: Context involves the setting, scene, and expectations 
of the individuals involved. 
Receiver: The receiver receives the message from the source 
and analyses and interprets it both intended and unintended, 
from the source. 
Interference: Interference is anything that blocks or changes 
the source’s intended meaning of the message. 
 
Mediums through which Communication Checkmates the 
Problems in the Society 

Communication is a vital instrument in the society 
and it is used in reaching out to people for various reasons at 
various times. Communication has contributed a whole lot in 
the development of every country both individually and 
collectively, physically and psychologically; and finally, it has 
aided so much in character formation. Below, we are going to 
discuss various mediums through which communication 
solves problems in the society such as drug abuse, unprotected 
sex, armed robbery, among others; the differences between 
religious societies; also, the positive impact it also creates. 
They will be grouped into direct human communication and 
indirect human or technology communication. 
 
Direct Human Communication 
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This is a situation whereby there is a direct 
communication between human beings which instant reaction 
perhaps is experienced; as the case may be sometimes, the 
effect is fully blown in the later years or may be a thing of 
daily progress. This can be found in the following key places 
like the family, school and church. 
 
Family: It is the bedrock of the society; that is, the family is 
the first form of any society and government. Aristotle wrote 
that the family is nature’s established association for the 
supply of mankind’s everyday wants. Therefore, for any 
society to succeed, the family must succeed. The only tool 
that can bring about a proper successful functional society is 
communication and it starts from home; that is the 
communication between parents and their children. In recent 
times, parents rarely have time for their children because 
everyone is in for the quest of wealth. For instance, there are 
situations where both the mother and the father are working in 
the banking industry, leaving the children at the mercy of a 
housemaid. The question is, “when do they now have time to 
communicate with their kids and get to know them and the 
people they hang out with?” This issue also extends to most 
traders who leave their homes very early in the morning and 
return home very late in the night, when the children must 
have retired for the day.  

Communication does not centre only on parents and 
their children but also to a large extent extends to husband and 
wife because one cannot give what one does not have. 
Effective communication between a husband and wife enables 
them to fashion their home in a way they wish it to be. 
Furthermore, through communication, both parents can give 
an account of each other at every point in time, thereby, have 
their marriages devoid of negative intermediaries that are 
bound to bring about broken homes. Broken homes result to 
an unstable society. Children learn more from what they see 
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than what they hear. Therefore, if both parents communicate 
well, the children will eventually form the habit of carrying 
their parents along in their daily endeavours or will let their 
siblings know in a situation where they choose to keep their 
parents out of the picture of an event. 

Spending time with the members of one’s family 
facilitates communication. This will enable parents 
understand their children, as well as parents knowing each 
other more too. It will definitely reveal some challenges in a 
family. When these challenges are known, they will be 
discussed, and there is a high possibility of arresting them 
through guidance and counselling to prevent them from 
becoming a full blown problem to the society. These negative 
behaviours can be in the form of stealing, drug abuse, 
consumption of alcoholic beverages, gambling, sloth, 
infidelity, injustice, among others. All these vices turn out to 
become a menace to the society. Therefore, communication 
plays a vital role in the family because it checkmates a whole 
lot of negative behaviours. 
 
School: it is the immediate and effective institution next to the 
family which every child comes in contact with and it has a 
whole lot of influence on children. Here, children from 
various homes and various characters emerge as well as 
teachers with their distinctive characters. In the school, 
children are exposed to so many things they may not learn if 
they are to be at home. In recent times, children spend more 
time in school, and so get integrated in the things they are 
exposed to the school more. Inasmuch as there are different 
people with different characteristics in the school 
environment, the academic curriculum is fused with so many 
lessons of life, teachings that will aid in the formation of 
children and all about the society we leave in. For instance, 
religious studies is based on the teachings in the bible which 
help to seek the face of God, and we cannot truly seek the face 
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of God without having our behaviour form positively. 
Another one is Social Studies, Cultural Art and Civic 
Education; the three subjects are interwoven. They bring to 
the fore different cultures in our society, and remember that 
culture is the people’s way of life. Knowing the dos and 
don’ts of a particular society will not instigate violence which 
will definitely bring instability in a nation. The last and not 
the least is History which aids us to have an idea of the past, 
and this past will enable us to know how to deal with the 
future. The teachings of the above mentioned subjects can 
only take place through communication between the teacher 
and the students. Exposing the students to the cultures that 
exist in the nation, the dos and don’ts of the society and the 
histories of the society help to form them from the cradle 
which will aid in their later development. 
 
Religion: can be grouped into Christian, Islamic and 
traditional. It is another institution that has a great positive 
effect in the formation of human beings through its 
communication. It can be tagged as the first moral nurture 
specific base institution for every human being because the 
moral knowledge parents and the elders transfer to the 
younger generation is definitely what they learnt from the 
same institution under discourse. This communication can be 
through catechism classes, Bible/Koran study classes, 
sermons during services and through the stories of our 
forefathers as the case may be which serve as a guide to a 
good life.  

Furthermore, the impact of intra and inter religious 
associations cannot be over-emphasized because they mediate 
and engage in various dialogues between Muslims and 
Christians for the progress and protection of the masses. The 
following are some of the religious associations in Nigeria: 
Nigerian Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs (NSCIA), 
Nigerian Inter-Religious Council (NIREC), Muslims of 
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South-West of Nigeria (MUSWEN), Christian Association of 
Nigeria (CAN), among others. For instance, NIREC was 
instituted on September 29, 1999 by the representatives of 
Christianity and Islam in Nigeria to foster inter-religious 
peace and dialogue. These associations aid to manage the 
religious differences that exist in Nigeria. This can be fused in 
the recent challenges facing Nigeria based on the Christian-
Moslem crisis in Kano. Different religious organisations have 
often and on various occasions engaged in communications 
with the federal government in relation to this, gunning for 
various ways through which they will put a stop to it. Further, 
these various organisations have used various communication 
mediums like, radio and television programmes, or through 
Netspeak media/mediums like whatsapp, twitter, facebook, 
among others to reach out to their communicants, pleading 
with them to keep away from instigating any form of 
violence. 
 
Indirect Human or Technology Communication  

This is a situation where communication takes place 
without having a face to face contact. That is, communication 
in this context is carried out through the use of technological 
equipment like phones, tablets, laptops, Tv, radio, etc. As a 
result, there may not be a visible reaction from the recipient as 
the case may be; or this can most often be classified as a one-
way type of communication. This is the type of 
communication that often takes place through social media 
like Whatsapp, Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, and so many 
others. Here, we are going to look at some messages 
disseminated through various social media that are for the 
wellbeing of the nation. 
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This message centres on health which stresses the danger 
concerning the type of liquid we use in taking drugs. One 
major responsibilitity of Nigerian government is to protect the 
lives and properties of the masses; therefore, the circulation of 
this meassage is to protect the lives of the masses. This is also 
a caution on self medication which has become the order of 
the day in Nigeria because so many lives have been lost 
through it. Mass death is one of the things that disorganises 
the society. So, the dissemination of the above message will 
checkmate this and will also bring about peace and harmony 
in the society. 
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Whenever fire guts any building, it puts the whole country 
into mourning. The havoc may not be direct; however, the
masses always felt for the people that lost their loved ones in 
the fire outbreak. This reason must have motivated the 
circulator of this message to post it. Life is so valued that any 
reasonable human being will do anything to protect it and 
communication is one of the tools through which we can 
protect life. 
 

Whenever fire guts any building, it puts the whole country 
into mourning. The havoc may not be direct; however, the 
masses always felt for the people that lost their loved ones in 
the fire outbreak. This reason must have motivated the 
circulator of this message to post it. Life is so valued that any 
reasonable human being will do anything to protect it and 

n is one of the tools through which we can 
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In the quest to meet up in the society, both the old and young 
engage in various negative behaviours. The above information 
is to educate people on how to avoid being a victim of these 
fraudsters. This is another importance of commuincation to 
the society and the use of social media is one of the most 
efficient means of doing so.  
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Cancer is one of the diseases that is common, and till now, its 
causes and cures are yet to be defined. However, so many 
routines or people’s lifestyles have been tagged the cause of 
this disease and that is the reason for the above message; to 
inform people on the things to do and the ones not to do in 
order not to experience this ugly disease. 
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Currently, Nigeria has been facing a lot of challenges 
concerning some imposters claiming to be policemen. In order 
to checkmate this challenge, the Nigerian Police Force has put 
down ways the masses can identify fake policemen at a 
glance, and through this information, they will be able to get 
hold of these culprits and prosecute them according to the 
law. 
 
Conclusion 

Communication serves as a means of connecting 
people and places. Communication has expanded to relate to 
diverse perspectives. It can be used to share different kinds of 
information in different ways. It is not necessary to hold a 
solid reason to communicate with others. With the evolution 
of the internet, communication has been adopted as a mean to 
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expand one’s social circle. Social communication is purely 
conducted for one’s entertainment or to develop relationships 
with others, either in a verbal, written or non-verbal way. 
Social communication includes web surfing, internet chatting 
and mobile texting. Furthermore, communication also extends 
to non-electronics; this implies the direct contact that exists 
between the speaker and the hearer.  

Having looked at various medium through which 
communication can checkmate national challenges, it will be 
of utmost importance for every individual and various 
institutions to collectively work on using any available means 
to communicate positively to people around them, educating 
them on the dos and don’ts of the society in order to bring 
about peaceful coexistence of all, as well as progress in the 
society.  
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Resume 
Le participe  est une forme verbale à partir du quel se dérive  
les deux temps du participe présent et du participe passé. Le 
participe présent se veut  un mode qui est rarement utilisé par 
les apprenants anglophones de la langue française. Même 
lorsqu’ il est utilisé, il est la plupart de temps, employé à tort 
en raison de l’interférence de la langue anglaise. Ceci sert de 
point de départ dans l’apprentissage de la langue française 
ainsi que les autres structures grammaticales rencontrées en 
langue française qui se ressemblent en orthographe et en 
prononciation avec le participe présent français. Ce travail 
vise donc à définir les problèmes rencontrés par ces 
apprenants anglophones de langue française lors de 
l’apprentissage et de l’usage du participe présent français dans 
le but de proposer des solutions pour remédier à la situation. 
La méthodologie du travail qui  est descriptive et analytique, 
se base  sur le modèle  de l’analyse des erreurs proposé par 
S.P. Corder. La recherche a été menée au près de 50  étudiants 
de la deuxième année du département du français de 
l’université Nnamdi Azikiwe à Awka. Après l’analyse du 
résultat, nous avons constaté qu’il existe des difficultés 
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surtout au niveau  de la forme verbale  et en tant qu’adjectif  
verbal. Parmi ces aspects épineux se trouvent le problème 
d’accord, d’orthographe et de distinction entre les valeurs du 
participe présent et celles de l’adjectif verbal. 
Mots clés : participe présent, adjectif verbal, gérondif, analyse 
des erreurs 
 
Abstract 
The French participle is a verbal form from which the two 
tenses of the present participle and the past participle are 
derived. The present participle is a mood that is rarely used by 
English-speaking learners of the French language. Even when 
it is used, it is sometimes wrongly done due to the English 
language interference. This serves as a starting point in 
learning the French language as well as the other grammatical 
structures encountered in the French language which are 
similar in spelling and pronunciation with the French present 
participle. This work therefore aims at defining the problems 
encountered by these English-speaking French learners when 
learning and using the present participle in French  in order to 
propose solutions to remedy the situation. The study which is 
descriptive and analytical in nature is based on the error 
analysis mod 
el proposed by S.P. Corder (1967). The research was 
conducted using 50 second-year students from the French 
department of Nnamdi Azikiwe University in Awka. After 
analyzing the result, it was discovered that there are 
difficulties especially in the verbal and adjectival forms. This 
includes the problem of agreement, spelling and distinction 
between the value of present participle and that of the verbal 
adjective.  
Key words: present participle, verbal adjective, gerund, error 
analysis 
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sIntroduction 
Chaque langue possède  sa propre structure etc’est à 

travers la grammaire que se manifeste clairement  cette 
dernière. Selon Le Petit Larousse Illustré 2009, « la 
grammaire est l’ensemble des règles phonétiques, 
morphologiques et syntaxiques, écrites et orales d’une langue 
; c’est aussi l’étude et description de ces règles » (477). 
 En grammaire française, par exemple, la forme du 
verbe varie selon la personne sans oublier les différents modes 
qui s’y trouve. Parmi les sept modes qui sont employés en 
français, quatre sont personnels dont  l’indicatif, l’impératif, 
le subjonctif et le conditionnel tandis que les modes 
impersonnels consistent de  l’infinitif, le participe et le 
gérondif. 

Le participe est un mode impersonnel (sans forme 
conjuguée) qui permet d’employer le verbe avec la 
valeur d’un adjectif ou d’un verbe. Il est une forme 
verbale qui peut avoir la valeur d’un verbe en 
exprimant une action ou un état, et la valeur d’un 
adjectif en se rapportant à un nom ou un pronom 
dont il indique une qualité. Il existe un participe 
présent et un participe passé (Jean et René 111). 

Le participe présent est invariable, une forme verbale en –ant 
ayant un complément d’objet, et généralement une forme 
verbale en –ant ayant un complément circonstanciel (temps, 
cause, but etc.) ou suivie d’un adverbe. (René 108). Il est 
employé comme verbe ou comme adjectif donc il prend le 
nom d’adjectif verbal. Il s’utilise pour exprimer un état ou une 
action qui se passe en même temps qu’une autre dont il est 
souvent précédé de la préposition en, donc prend le nom du 
gérondif. Il se comporte comme un verbe, accompagné en 
général par des compléments. Il est invariable du fait qu’il ne 
porte aucune marque de personne ni de nombre. 

Le participe présent se ressemble à l’adjectif verbal et 
au gérondif car chaque forme verbale se termine en –ant. La 
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grande différence réside dans le fait que l’adjectif verbal est 
variable et le gérondif est précédé de la préposition en.  Il est 
donc à noter que considérant le lien entre ces trois aspects 
grammaticaux – le participe présent, l’adjectif verbal et le 
gérondif, nous pronostiquons déjà que les apprenants 
anglophones du français langue étrangère vont se trouver face 
à une difficulté d’emploi. Nous sommes donc motivés 
d’entreprendre ce travail afin d’identifier les difficultés 
affrontant l’apprenant anglophone quant à l’emploi du  
participe présent français. L’objectif de ce travail est donc de 
cerner les difficultés rencontrées par les apprenants face à 
l’apprentissage du participe présent français, afin de proposer 
des solutions.  

Ce travail est sectionné en quatre parties. La première 
partie présentera une brève littérature du participe présent, en 
suite le participe présent et l’adjectif verbal suivi 
immédiatement par le participe présent et le gérondif. La 
quatrième section exposera l’étude quantitative comprenant la 
méthode d’analyse des données, le  résultat et enfin la 
conclusion et la recommandation.   
 
Revue De La Litterature 
Le participe présent 

Le participe présent est invariable, une forme verbale 
en –ant ayant un complément d’objet, et généralement une 
forme verbale en –ant ayant un complément circonstanciel 
(temps, cause, but etc.) ou suivie d’un adverbe. (René 108). 
 Le participe présent est toujours lié avec l’adjectif 
verbal et le gérondif car ils se terminent en –ant sauf que 
l’adjectif verbal est variable. La définition du participe présent 
et de l’adjectif verbal est pratiquement toujours la même, 
pourtant il y a des distinctions qui les séparent et qui sont plus 
ou moins commentées par les auteurs (Togeby 1983, Riegel et 
al. 2009, Grevisse et Goosse 2008, Wilmet 2010). Halmøy 
(2003) traite en partie ces formes, mais se concentre plutôt sur 
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le gérondif. En français le participe présent et l’adjectif verbal 
se distinguent au niveau de leur forme, de leur sens et de leur 
syntaxe. Au niveau de la forme, le participe présent reste 
invariable, ce qui n’est pas le cas de l’adjectif verbal. Ce 
dernier ne prend que des compléments adjectivaux, c’est-à-
dire, des adverbes pour exprimer des « degrés de comparaison 
ou d’intensité» (Riegel etal. 590). Alors que la plupart des 
auteurs distinguent le participe présent et l’adjectif verbal, 
Wilmet pense qu’il y a des inconvénients de « bétonner la 
limite territoriale du participe présent et l’adjectif verbal » et 
que les pronominales déterminatives se commutent parfois 
avec l’adjectif verbal, parfois avec le participe présent (208). 

Selon Halmøy (3) le gérondif, qui est affirmé d’être 
l’« une des formes de complément circonstanciel parmi les 
plus vivaces et les plus utilisées du français moderne, à l’oral 
comme à l’écrit » n’occupe pourtant pas, semble-t-il, une 
place centrale dans la langue parlée. Cette forme verbale est 
proportionnellement beaucoup moins présente dans la 
modalité parlée que dans la modalité écrite. Les différents 
travaux sur le gérondif montrent qu’il occupe une place 
circonstancielle dans la phrase, à la manière d’un adverbe : 
son rôle est de livrer les circonstances dans lesquelles se 
produit l’action dénotée par la prédication principale. Parmi 
les circonstances recensées par la littérature (cf. notamment 
Gettrup 1977, Halmøy 1982 et 2003, Franckel 1989), on 
trouve la manière (Pauls’exprime en bafouillant), le moyen 
(Paul a réussi son examen en trichant), la cause (Paul s’est fait 
mal en se cognant), la condition (Paul ferait plaisirà tout le 
monde en se taisant), la simultanéité (Paul se douche en 
chantant) ou l’arrière-plan (Paul a rencontré Marie en rentrant 
chez lui). 
 L’apprenant consultant une grammaire d’usage, 
qu’elle soit normative ou descriptive, y verra généralement 
exposés de manière systématique le participe présent, le 
gérondif et l’adjectif verbal comme un ensemble. Le manque 
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de consensus chez les grammairiens et les linguistes sur le 
statut à accorder à ces formes en –ant rend les choses encore 
plus difficiles à l’apprenant. (Ventura  346). Le participe 
présent où se centre ce travail est un aspect clé du verbe à 
cause de ses formes, emploi et usage. Halmøy constate que « 
les étudiants de français langue étrangère (FLE) ont bien du 
mal à comprendre en quoi consiste la spécificité de chacune 
des trois formes » (5). C’est-à-dire le participe présent, 
l’adjectif verbal et le gérondif. 
 
Le participe présent et l’adjectif verbal 

Le participe présent qui se termine par – ant, est 
invariable, à la différence de l’adjectif verbal qui s’accorde : 

1. C’est une question intéressant tous les 
sportifs. (participe présent) 

2. C’est une question intéressante. (adjectif 
verbal) 

Ce qui distingue le participe présent de l’adjectif  verbal c’est 
leur emploi dans la phrase. Le participe présent qui est donc 
invariable est une forme verbale en – ant ayant un 
complément d’objet, comme dans la phrase (1) et aussi une 
forme verbale en – ant ayant un complément circonstanciel ou 
suivie d’un adverbe. L’adjectif verbal, donc invariable est 
aussi une forme en – ant à la quelle on peut ajouter ou 
substituer un adjectif qualificatif : 

3. C’est une histoire émouvante et pitoyable. 
4. C’est une histoire imaginaire. 

L’adjectif verbal correspond le plus souvent à une forme de la 
voix active du verbe : une histoire émouvante c’est une 
histoire qui émeut ; mais dans certain cas, la correspondance 
de sens est plus complexe : une couleur voyante n’est pas 
celle qui « voit », mais qui « est vue » c’est-à-dire une couleur 
que l’on voit ; une rue passante n’est pas celle qui « passe », 
mais celle qui « est passée » c’est-à-dire une rue que l’on 
passe beaucoup ; une rue commerçante est une rue où il y a du 
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commerce. Le participe présent et l’adjectif verbal 
représentent deux degrés de l’adjectivation du verbe : le 
participe présent garde l’essentiel des propriétés du verbe, 
alors que l’adjectif verbal se comporte comme un véritable 
adjectif. Selon Grevisse :  

La distinction du participe présent avec 
l’adjectif verbal n’est rien d’autre que le 
participe présent exprime une action nettement 
délimitée dans la durée, simplement passagère, 
et coïncidant avec l’action marquée par le verbe 
qu’il accompagne. L’adjectif verbal exprime un 
état, sans délimitation dans la durée ; il indique, 
en général une qualité plus ou moins 
permanente. (778-779) 

Le participe présent se comporte comme un verbe ayant toutes 
les fonctions d’un verbe tandis que l’adjectif verbal joue le 
rôle d’un adjectif qualificatif ayant aussi toutes les fonctions 
d’un adjectif qualificatif. 
Ci-dessous est un tableau indiquant la distinction entre le 
participe présent et l’adjectif verbal 
 
Tableau 1 : Distinction entre le participe présent et l’adjectif 
verbal 
Participe présent Adjectif verbal 
Il est invariable : 
De nos jours il est rare de 
trouver les filles obéissant à 
leurs parents. 

Il est variable : 
Les filles obéissantes sont 
toujours aimées par tout le 
monde. 

Il est suivi d’un adverbe : 
C’est une personne souriant 
toujours à tout le monde. 

Il est précédé d’un adverbe 
(excepté « ne ») : 
C’est une personne toujours 
souriante. 

Il est suivi des compléments 
(COD, COI,CC) : 
COD : C’était un discours 

Il est attribut ou épithète : 
 
Attribut : Le discours était 
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convainquant le public. 
COI : C’est une personne 
souffrant d’une grave 
maladie. 
CC : Le professeur est au 
bureau corrigeant 
strictement les devoir. 

convaincant. 
Épithète : C’était un 
discours convaincant. 

 
Participe présent Adjectif verbal 

Différence orthographique 

-quant 
Communiquant 
Convainquant 
Provoquant 
Suffoquant 
Fabriquant 

-cant 
Communicant 
Convaincant 
Provocant 
Suffocant 
Fabricant 

-guant 
Fatiguant 
Intriguant 
Naviguant 
Extravaguant 
Déléguant 

-gant 
Fatigant 
Intrigant 
Navigant 
Extravagant 
Délégant 

-ant 
Adhérant 
Coïncidant 
Convergeant 
Négligeant 
Précédant 

-ent 
Adhérent 
Coïncident 
Convergent 
Négligent 
Précédent 
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Le participe présent et le gérondif 
Le participe présent, aussi que le gérondif, est une forme 
verbale invariable qui se termine par – ant. La définition des 
deux éléments est pratiquement la même ayant une distinction 
majeure : le gérondif est un participe présent précédé de la 
préposition en. Dans les étapes précédentes dans ce travail le 
participe présent et le gérondif se définissent comme des 
formes verbales invariable mais plus précisément que le 
participe présent se comporte comme un verbe et le gérondif, 
comme un adverbe et joue le rôle d’un complément 
circonstanciel (manière, moyen, cause, condition etc.) car il 
est la forme adverbiale du verbe. Mais bien que le gérondif le 
plus précisément a pour valeur fondamentale de préciser les 
circonstances de l’action exprimée par le verbe principal, nous 
ne devons pas enlever du gérondif ses fonctions en tant que 
verbe qu’il a en commun avec le participe présent. Cela veut 
dire que le gérondif peut fonctionner comme un verbe. 
Voyons ci-dessous quelques similitudes entre le participe 
présent et l’adjectif verbal.  
 
Tableau 2 : Similitudes entre le participe présent et le gérondif 
Participe présent Gérondif 

Invariable 
De nos jours il est rare de 
trouver les filles obéissant à 
leurs parents. 

Elles ont réussi en obéissant 
à leurs parents. 

 
Suivi d’un adverbe 

C’est une personne souriant 
toujours à tout le monde. 

Tu serais aimé en souriant 
toujours à tout le monde. 

Suivi des compléments (COD, COI, CC) 
COD : Il a prononcé son 
discours convainquant le 
public. 
COI : C’est une personne 

COD : Il a prononcé son 
discours en convainquant le 
public. 
COI : Il ne m’a pas 
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souffrant d’une grave 
maladie. 
CC : Le professeur est au 
bureau corrigeant 
strictement les devoirs. 

emmené à l’hôpital en 
doutant la gravité de la 
maladie. 
CC : Le professeur prend 
du thé en corrigeant 
strictement les devoirs. 

 
La convergence d’emploi du participe présent et le gérondif 
s’incline sur leur structure syntaxique mais pas 
nécessairement au niveau du sens. Cela implique que le 
participe présent et le gérondif dans une phrase semblable ne 
donnent pas exactement le même sens à la phrase. 

5. Paul a rencontré Cécile revenant de l’école 
(participe présent). 

6. Paul a rencontré Cécile en revenant de l’école 
(gérondif). 

Dans la phrase (5) où s’emploie le participe présent, Paul a 
rencontré Cécile qui revenait de l’école, c’est-à-dire c’est 
Cécile qui revenait de l’école. Mais dans la phrase (6) où 
s’emploie le gérondif, Paul a rencontré Cécile au moment où 
il revenait de l’école, c’est-à-dire dans ce cas, c’est Paul qui 
revenait de l’école. 
  
Modèle de l’analyse des erreurs 
Dans le cadre de l’acquisition d’une langue seconde, Corder a 
proposé  le modèle de l’analyse des erreurs désignant une 
méthodologie de traiter les erreurs des apprenants dans une 
langue seconde. Contrairement à l’approche des behavioristes, 
il conçoit l’erreur comme un fait naturel qui doit se produire 
au cours de l’apprentissage d’une langue seconde. L’erreur est 
donc importante et inévitable chez les apprenants. L’erreur est 
une déviation de la norme. D’après Reason réfère à l’erreur 
comme « tous les cas ou une séquence planifiée d’activités 
mentales ou physiques ne parvient pas à des fins désirées et 
quand ses échecs ne peuvent pas être attribués au 
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hasard » (31). Tagliante remarque que « c’est donc par ses 
erreurs que l’apprenant progresse, qu’il teste son hypothèse de 
fonctionnement du système nouveau qu’il est en train de se 
créer »(40). 
 
 Methodologie 

Nous avons examiné des données concrètes 
vérifiables sur lesquelles se fondent les analyses. La 
méthodologie du travail est descriptive et analytique fondée 
sur les questions empiriques. Pour ce faire,  un groupe de 20 
questions  à choix multiple a été préparé sur  l’emploi du 
participe présent ett les éléments connexes du gérondif et de 
l’adjectif verbal. La recherche a été menée auprès de 50 
étudiants de la deuxième année du département du français de 
l’université Nnamdi Azikiwe à Awka. Ces étudiants sont déjà 
exposé aux cours intensifs sur les modes impersonnels. Par un 
simple pourcentage, on a pu analyser les erreurs des étudiants 
en se basant sur le modèle de l’analyse des erreurs comme 
proposé par S.P. Corder (1967). 

 
Presentation Et Analyse Des Resultats 
Tableau 3: Résultat des réponses aux questions. Effectif : 
50 répondants. 
   Questions à choix multiple. 
 Question A B C D Réponse 

correcte 
1 Il mange 

(regarder) 
………….
. la 
télévision 

8% 90% 2% - B - en 
regardant 

2 C’est une 
histoire 
(intéresser
) 

58% 32% - 10% B - 
intéressant 
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................ 
tout le 
monde. 

3 Vous avez 
des filles 
(provoque
r) ….…… 

44% 18% 8% 30% D – 
Provocante
s 

4 Le 
directeur 
parle 
d’une 
manière 
(menacer) 
……….. 
aux 
employés 

28% 46% 20
% 

6% A - 
menaçante 

5 Cette 
vendeuse 
n’est pas 
très 
(sourire) 
.............. 

12% 14% 64
% 

12% C – 
souriante 

6 Ces 
histoires 
(émouvoir
) ………. 
Sont juste 
imaginaire
s 

46% 16% 30
% 

8% A - 
émouvante
s 

7 Chioma 
aime 
chanter(da
nser) 
………… 

92% 8% - - A - en 
dansant 

8 Il a quitté, 58% 2% 40 - A - 
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(laisser) 
………… 
tous les 
travaux à 
la bonne 

% Laissant 

9 Les 
enfants 
écoutaient
, les yeux 
(briller) 
............ de 
plaisir 

28% 14% 26
% 

34% D - brillant 

10 C’est 
(assister) 
…………
….. 
régulièrem
ent au 
cours que 
vous 
réussirez 
bien les 
examens 

- 36% 58
% 

6% C - en 
assistant 

11 Un 
chasseur 
(savoir) 
………….
chasser 
doit savoir 
chasser 
sans chien 

20% - 10
% 

70% D - sachant 
 

12 Jean est 
veilleur de 
nuit. C’est 
une tâche 

22% 6% 48
% 

24% C – 
fatigante 
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bien 
(fatiguer) 
............. 

13 la semaine 
(précéder)
………., 
nous 
sommes 
allés au 
cinéma 

36% 32% 8% 24% D - 
précédente 

14 (convaincr
e)mes 
parents, 
…………
…. 
j’augment
erai mes 
chances 
de réussir 

58% 36% 6% - A - en 
convainqua
nt 

15 (Négliger) 
................. 
leurs 
travaux, 
ces élèves 
n’ont fait 
aucun 
progrès 

28% 6% 58
% 

8% C -  
négligeant 

16 Ces deux 
produits 
sont d’une 
qualité 
(équivaloi
r) 
................ 

18% 44% 12
% 

26% A – 
équivalente 

17 J’ai 8% 22% 12 58% D – 
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interromp
u les 
élèves 
(communi
quer) 
.................
........ entre 
eux 

% communiq
uant 

18 Hier, elle 
est rentrée 
à la 
maison 
(courir)…
…………. 

19% 17% 46
% 

18% C - en 
courant 

19 Elle a 
maigri 
(faire)…
………….
. du sport 

24%  8% 68% D - en 
faisant 

20 Toutes les 
actions 
(provoque
r)le 
désordre 
seront 
réprimées 

26% 6% 60
% 

8% C – 
provoquant 

 
Discussion des résultats  

D’après l’analyse des résultats  aux questions posées aux 
apprenants, nous avons constaté que les apprenants 
commettent des erreurs sur tous les trois formes (le participe 
présent, l’adjectif verbal et le gérondif) mais les erreurs les 
plus  fréquentes sont remarquées sur l’aspect  du participe 
présent et de l’adjectif verbal. Par exemple : au lieu de « C’est 
une histoire intéressant tout le monde » la plupart d’entre eux 
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rendent à tort «  *C’est une histoire intéressante tout le 
monde ». Seul  32% des répondants ont pu donner la bonne 
réponse. Il s’agit ici du participe présent et donc il n’a pas 
d’accord. De la même manière, « *Le directeur parle d’une 
manière menaçant aux employés » au lieu de « Le directeur 
parle d’une manière menaçante aux employés ». 72% 
n’arrivent pas à répondre correctement à cette question. Dans 
ce cas, l’adjectif verbal est impliqué. En plus, l’analyse du 
résultat révèle  également les erreurs de formes 
orthographiques. Pour un certain nombre de verbes, 
l'orthographe de l'adjectif verbal diffère de celle du participe 
présent. Ainsi,  on a remarqué que 82% des répondants ont 
des difficultés avec l’orthographe correcte pour la forme 
verbale particulière. « *Ces deux produits sont d’une qualité 
équivalante » au lieu de « Ces deux produits sont d’une 
qualité équivalente ».  70%  ont également commis la même 
erreur d’orthographe  dans  « *Vous avez des filles 
provoquantes » au lieu de « Vous avez des filles 
provocantes » ;  

Il existe  encore le  problème d’accord entre le nom et 
l’adjectif verbal. Par exemple : « Ces histoires émouvant sont 
juste imaginaires » au lieu de «* Ces histoires émouvantes 
sont juste imaginaires ».  On a constaté l’interférence de la 
syntaxe   anglaise sur celle du francais. « *Hier, elle est 
rentrée à la maison courant » au lieu de « Hier, elle est rentrée 
à la maison en courant ». En général, les trois formes verbales 
du participe présent, adjectif verbal et gérondif constituent des 
éléments épineux aux apprenants anglophones.  

 
Recommandation Et Conclusion 

Nous avons, dans cette recherche, abordé le sujet du 
participe présent aussi que l’adjectif verbal et le gérondif et 
nous venons d’exposer les difficultés auxquelles s’affrontent 
les apprenants du français, langue étrangère. D’après le 
résultat obtenu, nous avons constaté qu’il existe vraiment des 
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difficultés chez les apprenants de français, langue étrangère 
face à l’apprentissage du participe présent français. Ces 
difficultés existent, pour la plupart, dans l’aspect du participe 
présent en tant que verbe et en tant qu’adjectif verbal. Dans 
ces aspects épineux se trouvent le problème d’accord, 
d’orthographe et de distinction entre les valeurs de participe 
présent et celle de l’adjectif verbal.  

Donc, face à ces difficultés et pour une amélioration 
dans l’apprentissage et l’enseignement du français langue 
étrangère nous proposons les suivants : 

- Que l’accent soit mis sur cet aspect de la grammaire 
française.  

- Que le dispositif pédagogique et les contenus 
enseignés soient riches en catégorie du verbe et que 
les différentes formes que prend le verbe et d’autres 
dérivés du verbe soient bien élaborées. 

- Que les enseignants donnent  aux apprenants dès le 
début, une bonne fondation de la grammaire de base 
sur laquelle ils peuvent bâtir d’autres connaissances 
de la grammaire au cours de leurs études. 

- Que  les recherches plus élaborées dans le domaine 
de la linguistique contrastive soit encouragées aussi 
bien que  le  réinvestissement des résultats des 
recherches au profit de l’enseignement et de 
l’apprentissage du français, langue étrangère au 
Nigéria. 

- Que l’écrit soit encouragé dès le début de 
l’apprentissage tout en fournissant à l’apprenant les 
outils qui peuvent l’aider à avoir et maîtriser une 
compétence linguistique. 
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Abstract 
African traditional communication is a different method 
through which the people of Africa communicate to each 
other from their ancestors to descendants either by words or 
other forms without writing. It can also be defined as the ways 
traditional Africans transmit information from age to age and 
from generation to generation without keeping a single script. 
Since ages, many Africans have their own means to 
disseminate information. Though anytime African traditional 
means of communication is being mentioned, people`s minds 
run towards the use of talking drums such as ikoro, ikpirikpe, 
opi, ekwe, guns, kurutu and ọja. It is really observed that 
some of the above mentioned materials were used and have 
gone into extinction somehow but the purpose of this study is 
to showcase some living things and non-living materials 
which still communicate to people on daily basis in different 
cultural settings that need to be sustained for the purpose of 
cultural heritage. In Igbo communities, most of them are 
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natural entities which refused to be influenced by 
westernization or modernization. Therefore the new 
generations are supposed to be knowledgeable of them and 
the type of messages they disseminate. In trying to achieve 
this, data were collected by oral interview from different Igbo 
communities. After the analysis, recommendation, suggestion 
and conclusion were made. 
 
Keywords: Traditional communication, cultural heritage, 
westernization or modernization, indigenous knowledge and 
extinction  
 

Introduction 
The meaning of communication does not have clear 

dispensation in context. This is because many scholars keep 
maintaining that the word was derived from the Latin verb 
“commúnicāre” which could mean “to discuss, chat, highlight, 
talk, confer or even to sensitize each other”. Commúnicāre 
also means to share or the act of conveying intended meanings 
from one entity or group to another through the use of 
mutually understood signs and semiotic rules. Some authors 
agree that the word comes from Latin noun “communis” 
which means “common”. Okunna (1999) supports that 
communis is derived from a Latin word meaning common. 
When something is common, it means that it must be shared 
by more than one entity. To justify their argument, they say 
that to communicate means to make the message of 
communication open and common. This is why Ault, Warren 
and Edwin (1965) say that communication is the art of making 
things common knowledge. Before the above arguments from 
those scholars, Africans were communicating and that is why 
the Igbo people called it “ izikoritaozi”.  

Communication can also mean the state of 
exchanging information between entities. It can also be 
defined as transferring information from one or more parties 
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to another. According to Huss (2002) Communication is 
simply defined as the process of understanding and sharing 
meaning. For him, it is considered as a process because it is a 
series of event to produce a result; it is an activity or a set of 
behaviour and notan unchanging product. Communication is 
not an object that can disseminate information. 
Communication is a process according to Olekaibe (2012:19) 
“… a sequence of events and relationship that are dynamic, 
ongoing, over changing and continuous.” The processed 
manner of communication proves that it does not have a 
beginning, a fixed point or end, it is dynamic and not at a rest, 
it moves from one place to another. Black and Haroldsen 
(1995) opine that Communication is the transmission of 
information, ideas, emotions, skills etc. by the use of symbols, 
words, pictures, figures, graphics and others.  For them, 
exchanging of words is not the only way communication can 
take place rather inclusive with other things that can 
disseminate information. Dringer (1982) sayscommunication 
is a process that started perhaps even before we knew how to 
write or spell the word ‘communication’; it perhaps dates 
back to advent of life itself. For him, Communication is as 
early as human race. Crystal (1997:72) puts that 
“Communication is the transmission and reception of 
information between a source and a receiver using a signaling 
system.” For Crystal, it is by making use of signals to transfer 
information. Okogbe (2002) explains that communication is a 
discrete aspect of human enterprise. For him, communication 
takes place when one’s mind acts upon its environment and 
another mind is influenced. 

Before communication takes place, there must be a 
process of sending and receiving messages through verbal, 
non-verbal, signs, signals and even behaviour.  This paper x-
rays the traditional means of non-verbal communication from 
entities which Igbo people observe daily ranging from their 
homes and on the ways. 
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Methodology 

The data collection were focused on three major 
sources; The Library method which gave the researcher the 
insight of where many authors write copiously on 
communication, In-depth oral interviews which involve 
discussion with people in oral questions from diverse Igbo 
cultural communities and the Internet browsing where 
different researchers share their views online. The data were 
analyzed using Ethno linguistic Vitality theory which 
determines the relationship between language and identity. 
According to Giles, Bourhis, and Taylor (1977:308) “An 
ethno linguistic group`s vitality is what makes a group likely 
to behave as distinctive and active collective entity in 
intergroup situation.” 

Factors for Effective Communication 

There are numbers of barriers which may disrupt and 
effect the overall interpretation and understanding of what 
was communicated. The under listed factors can hijack 
communication on the process of reaching the receiver. 

a) Cultural differences; the differences both within and 
outside the society for instance having a 
communication with an outside organization or 
ethnic minorities may impede communication 
process. This may be lack of understanding on the 
people’s belief. 

b) Disabilities such as blindness, deafness and 
dumbness, mental disorder and dyslexia can also 
affect proper communication and should be taken 
into consideration when examining the effectiveness 
of the communication process. A blind person cannot 
see any iconography which can only be 
communicated through eyes. A deaf and dump 
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person cannot hear any iconography that 
communicates through sound.  

c) Unknown receiver; in a situation where the receiver 
is unknown, it also plays a major role to determine 
the effectiveness of the communication. Unknown 
receiver may not understand non-verbal means of 
communication very clear. An unknown receiver 
may need more explanation to decode the message. 

 

Elements in Communication Process 

Communication according to Huss (2002) is 
considered as a process of understanding and sharing 
meanings, therefore, there must be some elements that would 
be present in the communication process before it can be 
successful and effective.The communication process has 
major elements such as the sender, message, channel, receiver 
and feedback. In general, the sender sends a message with a 
certain aim in mind. The receiver of the message tries to 
comprehend and interprets the message, then gives feedback 
to the original source who in the order way round interprets 
the feedback. When these processes occur successfully, 
communication has taken place. Communication can be 
successful when the sender sends the message, the receiver 
perceives and understands it clearly. The source delivers the 
message, while the receiver is the intended target of the 
message to be interpreted. Message can be verbal with words 
used to symbolize thought. Charles (2008) supports and says 
communication can be verbal with words used to symbolize 
thoughts or is non-verbal with bodily movements, vocal 
inflection or facial expression carrying the sender’s meaning 
and feeling. 
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Channel of communication is the means whereby 
message movesfrom the source to the receiver. A message 
moves from one place to another. To Donald (1989)  

Two meanings are attached to the concept of 
channel. One can think of the media tools useful for 
transmitting information, meaning and feeling, such 
as; newspapers, magazines, books, televisions, radio 
broadcast and other audio and visual devices. One 
can also consider the sensory channels, those related 
to the human sense. 

For him, channel of communication is not only 
speech oriented but through other sense organs. For instance, 
it can pass through eyes, ears, skin, tongues and even nose. 
Oppapers (2011) points out that every human society has 
developed its indigenous, traditional modes and channels for 
communicationwhich characterize its existence, organization 
and development.  Before a message is sent, the sender should 
ask whether the channel is appropriate for a particular 
purpose. Sending message through inappropriate channels can 
end up in creating confusion or ambiguity to the mind of the 
receiver. Another overt response to sender’s message is 
feedback. This can be verbal and non-verbal. In verbal form, 
it could be simple phrases such as: ewoo!, chai!, agreed, yes, 
okay, no problem, hmmm, no , etc. Non-verbal feedback can 
come inform of voluntary action which comprise nodding, 
sighing, frowning, smiling, quizzing etc. Otagburuagu (2004) 
posits that whatever the form of communication, verbal or 
non-verbal, visual or audio, interpersonal or intrapersonal, 
dominating or incidental, social or transcendental, if it is not 
audience-specific, it does not take into account. 

This paper is interested in non-verbal Igbo traditional 
means of communication. A non-verbal communication 
according to Wilson (1990) is traditional admixture of social 
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conventions and practices which have almost become 
sharpened and blended into veritable communication modes 
and system and which have almost become standard practices 
for society. Non-verbal communication is also known as 
action communication. It is believed that action speaks louder 
than voice and this is where most Igbo traditional means of 
communication system belong. Traditional means of 
communication according to Akpabio (2003) are man media, 
oral media, informal media, informal channel of 
communication and communal media. 

In all Igbo states and communities, there are ancient 
methods of communication that refuse to go into extinction no 
matter the influence of westernization and colonization. They 
seem to be inherent in people because they transmit 
information from age to age and from generation to 
generation without keeping a single script. These types of 
communication have refused to extinct, thereby need to join 
hands to transfer the knowledge to the new generation to 
sustain the Igbo cultural heritage.  

This paper is not only interested in non-verbal means 
of communication but basically in two modes of non-verbal 
means of communication namely; animal mode and 
iconographic mode. Iconography according to Okeke and 
Obasi (2014) has to do with items representing something 
else. In other words, they are items or elements that pass 
across information. They do not transfer information by 
words. For Hybel and Weaver (1989), cited by Okeke and 
Obasi (2014), words are not used in passing across the 
information. They further identify four basic principles of 
non-verbal communication, which are:  

a) It is culture dependent, that is, much of non-verbal 
cues we use in communication are passed unto us by 
parents and older members of the communities. 
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b) It may conflict with our verbal messages to the extent 
that our intentions may be misinterpreted. This 
happens when one says one thing, while one’s action 
sends a completely different message. This situation 
can give rise to a mixed message. 

c) It is largely unconscious, that is, in most situations; 
we are unaware of some of the non-verbal cues that 
we employ in getting across our messages to hearers. 

d)  It is important in revealing our attitudes, emotions, 
and feelings to the person, or persons with whom we 
are communicating or the subject matter of the 
discourse. 

Animals and iconographic modes of communication are pure 
traditional means of communication and have refused to go 
into extinction. Traditional means of communication 
according to Akpabio (2003) are man media, oral media, 
informal media, informal channel of communication and 
communal media. Another name that can be applied to 
traditional communication is indigenous communication 
system. It is a communication done in most rural areas 
through traditional channels. They are done almost every day. 
Kendra (2011) supports by saying Every day, we respond to 
thousands of non-verbal cues and behaviors including 
postures, facial expressions, eye gazes, gestures and tone of 
voice. Nevertheless, animal and iconography are traditional 
means of communication which are observed on daily basis.  

Iconography is based on community historical 
background, their experiences as well as circumstances. 
Iconographic communications are in uniform in most Igbo 
states. They disseminate information according to community 
belief. Some of them include:  
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Owl (ikwighikwighi):  

It is a bird of prey with large eyes, a facial disc, a hooked beak 
and typically a loud hooting call. Owl is also known as spirit 
animal. Igbo people call it “ajonnunu” which can be translated 
as “bad bird”. Harris (nd) puts it thus: 

The owl spirit animal is emblematic of deep 
connection with wisdom and intuitive knowledge. 
When the spirit of this animal guides you, you can see 
the true reality, beyond illusion and deceit. Owl also 
offers for those who have it as a personal totem of 
inspiration and guidance necessary to explore the 
unknown and magic of life. 

 Looking at Harris point, one can observe that owl is not an 
ordinary bird. For him, owl can connect someone with 
wisdom and intuitive knowledge, and this can lead to a 
question by asking how could it be possible? 

In general Igbo world-view, when owl perch on somebody`s 
house or on a tree near any house and cries, it symbolizes 
death. The people see the cry of owl as a bad omen which 
announces the imminent death of a close relative or someone 
living in that vicinity. According to Igbo cosmology, owl is a 
messenger that can only disseminate information about death. 
The people do not take the cry of owl for granted because 
when it cries out, if there is no proper measure taken to avert 
death, it will not take time for someone to depart. Owl 
disseminates true information and it is one of the animals that 
communicate to Igbo people. 

Chameleon (Ogwumagala):  

This is a small reptile which belongs to the family of 
chamaeleonidae and one of the known lizard families able to 
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change color and project its long tongue. Chameleons are 
adapted for climbing and for visual hunting. 

They live in warm habitats that range from rain forest to 
desert condition. Some chameleon species are able to change 
their skin coloration. Different chameleon species are able to 
vary their coloration and pattern through combinations of 
pink, blue, red, orange, green, black, brown, light blue, 
yellow, turquoise and purple. Some parts of Igbo society, 
according to Mr. Anthony Obeta from Imilike, Enugu State 
people see it as a reptile sent by divinity to disseminate 
information about death. That is the reason people put curse 
on it anytime it appears. When they see it, the next step is to 
throw sand on it with the proclamation that “no one will die 
among the people living around”. The people said that 
anytime one meets chameleon coming directly, the person 
will lose a close relation but whenever someone sees it 
crossing a road, the death will occur but not to a relation. In 
that area, the appearance of chameleon is also to send the 
message of death. 

Cockerel/Rooster (Okeopka):  

This is a male mature chicken less than one year old. It is 
believed that it has not been castrated. A cockerel can also be 
referred as a young rooster. Though the time when a chicken 
transition from being a cockerel to a rooster is a bit 
ambiguous, but a rooster is a well fully matured chicken 
which can mate with hens. Cockerels have combs on their 
heads with longer and more decorative tail feathers. In Igbo 
culture, a rooster has been and still a sacred bird which can be 
used for spiritual purposes. The people ritually, sacrifice 
rooster to their gods believing that it has the ability to 
disseminate information very fast to the ancestors. It portrays 
in Achebe (1984:12) thus: “When Unoka had gone to consult 
Agbala, he stood before the priestess and said, before I put 
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any crop in the earth, I sacrifice a cock to Ani, the owner of 
all land.” The people also believe that Ikenga which is an 
“alusi” of southeast of Nigeria requires consecration before 
religious use with offerings which include the sacrificial blood 
of a rooster for the spirit. In support to this, Greer (2008:135) 
opines that “Tiwah festival involves the sacrifice of many 
animals including the rooster as offerings to the Supreme 
God.” 

• Diviners also use roosters for divination with the 
intent of communication between the gods and man in which 
the diviner observes a cock and pecking at grain. Gurdon 
(1904) puts that khasi people believe, the rooster is sacrificed 
as a substitute for man, it is been thought that the cock when 
sacrificed, bears the sin of the man. It is also observed that so 
many religions like Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, 
Samaritanism, Judaism, Islam, Shintoism, Taoism, 
Zoroastrianism and African traditions use roosters for spiritual 
communication to spirits; gods or God.  

• Rooster communication does not end in a spiritual 
means only but time- wise. Rooster keeps time more than 
human beings. Roosters indicate time ranging from 3; 00am 
and 5; 00am and dawn. To Igbo people, cockcrow indicates 
time for them. It communicates to the people exactly what the 
time is at a particular crow without looking at clock. This is 
the reason the Igbo people always conclude their early 
morning movement thus; anyiga-apu ma okeokpa 
nkembukwaa” which means by 3; 00am or ‘’ mgbeokeọkpa 
nke abuọkwara’’ which is 4.00am. Roosters are perfect time 
communicators in Igbo society. 

Dog (Nkịta):  

Dog is a mammal that has been domesticated for 
many thousands of years ago. Dogs are the eyes of the blind 
and ears of the deaf. Dog brings joy and companionship to 
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people even to a lonely person. Dogs can make somebody 
smile when it noticed that you are totally down and out of 
mind. Dog is one of domestic animals that does not care about 
the nationality, color of the skin, language, whether you are 
rich or poor. Some people call it man’s best friend. It is a 
social animal that can play with the owner and the rest of the 
family members. Dog performs a lot of functions in terms of 
communication. For MrsNwinya from Izzi, Ebonyi State,  

Dog searches for something and rescue people, tracks 
thieves both in the day and at night, it communicates 
through barking. Anytime dog barks simultaneously, 
it shows that there is strange thing around, identifies 
the movement of evil spirits like witches and wizards. 

Dog easily communicates to people around when there is 
danger. Hunters use dog when hunting because it has the 
ability to indicate animals in bush and equally communicates 
to its master without delay. Dog has different styles to 
disseminate information, it sometimes uses its tail or even 
barks when the need arises. 

Palm frond (ọmụnkwụ):  

Palm frond is the most succulent branch of palm tree. 
Palm fronds can be obtained by chopping the uppermost log 
segment of a palm trunk. Palm is a crucial iconographic 
material in Igbo traditional communication. The Igbo people 
use palm frond in different manners to disseminate different 
information according to community historical background 
and belief. In some parts of Igbo society, if palm frond is 
placed on any piece of land, it signifies warning to everybody. 
It indicates that there is dispute or that the land belongs to a 
deity. In such case, nobody is allowed to enter there because it 
stands as a symbol of authority and any disobedience will bear 
the consequence that may come out of it. Any tree tied with 
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palm frond, nobody touches the tree or the fruits. When a 
trader dies, the palm frond will be tied on the shop or stall to 
announce the departure. When someone died in a home, palm 
frond will be tied on the door where the diseased is laid. 
Ugochukwu from Nri in Anambra State said in an oral 
interview that: 

In Igbo traditional religion, if somebody wants to 
offer a sacrifice to gods either in the market square 
or at any road junction, the person will tie palm 
frond round his head or hold it on his mouth just to 
inform people that he is on a sacred mission to avoid 
greeting of any type. 

Wine tappers use palm frond as a sign post to communicate 
people that palm wine is sold around there. In some parts of 
Igbo society, if any group of youths tie palm frond round their 
heads, it tells people that there is a painful and premature 
death and are showing grief. 

Igbo kola nut (Ọjị Igbo):  

Igbo kola nut is quite different from other types of 
kola nut. It is different because Igbo people revere this type of 
kola nut for so many reasons. It is equally very prominent in 
Igbo culture. It is very prominent because in welcoming a 
visitor, in ceremonies and religious life, the kola nut 
celebration is always found to be the first thing to be used to 
communicate the gods (Achebe 1984 :14)  

Okonkwo presented a kola nut to Nwakibe and 
alligator pepper, he broke it, saying: We shall all live, 
We  pray for life, children, a good harvest and 
happiness, you will have what is good for you and I 
will have what is good for me. 
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In Igbo society, kola nut is the only nut that symbolizes peace 
and unity. Kola nut has different lobes or pieces fused 
together without physical force binding them together. The 
number of lobes that a kola nut contains communicates 
different things. Apakama, (2010) avers that “The kola nut 
without any lobe is called ọjịOgbi, a dumb kola nut which is 
not fit for consumption and indicates a bad omen”. In Igbo 
society, any kola nut without lobes cannot be eaten because its 
communication indicates there is evil on the way. Kola nut 
with two lobes is also considered as bad omen. They cannot 
be eaten and cannot be used for any good thing. Below are 
different communication modes from the remaining lobes of 
kola nut in Igbo culture. 

a. Three lobes: ‘ọji Dike’ or ọjịIkenga’ which symbolizes 
stability, strength, power and virtue which are cherished 
by both humans and spirits. 

b. Four lobes:  Signifies four Igbo native market days known 
as afọ, nkwọ, eke and orie. They symbolize approval from 
the spirit of all the market days. 

c. Five lobes: ‘ọjị ọmụmụ’ which signifies productivity and 
wealth needed for the survival of Igbo people. 

d. Six lobes:  Disseminate generosity and participation of the 
spirit of the land. It is the spirit  s that eats the sixth lobe 
therefore must be thrown outside.  

e. Seven, eight lobes and ỌjịUgo: are very rare and are 
called for a lot of ceremonies. 

Communication with kola nut is mainly on socio-cultural 
aspect of Igbo people.  

Red cap and Feathers:  

In Igbo traditional setting, males and females can put 
different patterns of cap but not red cap. Red cap indicates a 
titled man depending on their geographical location. It is so 
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because there are different title names such as ọzọ title, 
Onowu, nze, onyishiarụa, agadagidi, ichie, ozioko etc. Their 
names come according to dialectal variance but all is given 
high honour. Their differences are indicated with feathers. 
Three types of feathers the titled men normally use according 
to Okeke and Obasi (2014) are eagle feather, vulture feather 
and rooster feather. Any man that places Eagle feather on a 
red cap entails that he deserves highest honour in the society 
because the feather indicates the type of position he acquires. 
In the other way, vulture and rooster feathers are mostly used 
by native doctors in their shrine during sacrifices. 

Summary and Recommendation 
Having examined the Igbo traditional means of 

communication, it is observed that despite the westernization 
and modernization, so many modes of communication refuse 
to go into extinction which proves that some cultural traits are 
natural. It is clearly pointed out that communication is of two 
forms known as verbal and non-verbal. Non-verbal is divided 
into four, comprising of instrumental, symbolic, animal and 
iconography. This paper basically dealt on animal and 
iconographic modes of communication and also observed that 
all the communication modes are as early as human race. Both 
verbal and non-verbal means of communication started with 
the creation of man. 

Notwithstanding that some modes have gone into 
extinction, many of them refused to leave man, and thereby 
need more attention to sustain the Igbo cultural heritage. 
When the researcher was collecting the data, it was also 
observed that most parents rebuke and beat their children 
when they speak Igbo language in their various homes. Now 
in a home where their native language is prohibited, how do 
the parents transfer their cultural heritage to their children? 
The answer is that both Igbo culture and language are 
endangered. It is recommended that those  
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Igbo parents who force their children to speak foreign 
languages; particularly English should be reoriented on the 
impacts of what they are doing to avoid all these ethical 
abuse. In a society where an indigenous language which is the 
most vital aspect of culture is abandoned, how can the people 
transfer their cultural heritage to new generation? This is one 
of the reasons some younger ones in the society cannot read 
the language of a red cap designed with eagle, vulture or 
rooster feathers by any titled man. Some of the English 
spoken children do smuggle seats with the titled men in 
occasions or ceremonies because they don’t know the value 
and meaning of what the titled men are putting on. 

Moreover, the people do not have the belief that kola 
nut does not hear English language, now a child that cannot 
speak Igbo language; wouldn’t the person attend any socio-
cultural gathering in Igbo land? Will he bless the kola nut 
with English language or wouldn’t he participate in any 
cultural activities in Igbo land? The paper fully recommended 
that every family that thinks that communication on Igbo 
language is timid, should stop that negative notion because it 
is best to communicate with your indigenous language from 
welcoming a child into the world than introducing it to 
another ethnic language, thereby denying their trait. Igbo 
parents should try to use their indigenous language at home 
because it is the means by which culture is controlled, created, 
preserved and conserved. It is a vehicle of power that gives 
people identity and also a bond that links culture. If you 
prohibit a child from the indigenous language, the child will 
not understand when those animals or iconographic materials 
are communicating to them, therefore, “subakwaranu 

ụmụakaunu Igbospeak Igbo to your children.. 
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Notes 

1. Okunna, C.S. in Introduction to Mass Communication 
(1999)supports thatcommunis is a latin noun which 
means common in English language. 

2. Ault, A. Warren, K. &  Edwin, E. in Introduction to 

Mass Communication, (1965)  defines communication 
as the art of making things common. 

3. Huss, R. in Fundamentals of Communication. (2002) 
for him, communication is a process of understanding 
and sharing of meaning. 

4. Olekaibe, C.C. “Traditional Means of Communication 
in Igbo Land: Effects of            
Westernization/Christianity”. (2012) sees 
communication as a sequence of dynamic event. 

5. Blake, R. &Haroldsen, E. in A Taxonomy of Concept 

in Communication. (1975) observe communication as 
the transmission of information by use of symbols, 
words, pictures and others. 

6. Diringer, D. in The book before printing;Ancient, 

medieval and oriental. (1982) claims that 
communication started even before we knew how to 
write or spell it. 

7. Crystal, D. In A dictionary of linguistics and 

phonetics, (1997)for him, communication is the 
transmission and reception of information. 

8. Okogbe, T.P. “Communication Needs Exceptional 
Person: The problems and prospects of the Mentally 
Retarded” (2002) communication takes place only 
when one's mind acts upon its environment and 
another mind is influenced. 

9. Giles, H; Bourhis, R.Y. & Taylor, D.M in Towards a 
theory of language in ethnic group Relations. (1977) 
emphasized on the theory of ethno linguistic groups 
vitality. 
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10. Charles, U.O. in Contemporary Issues in 

Communications and National Development. (2008) 
indicates that communication can be verbal or non-
verbal. 

11. Donald, W.K. in Interacting in Group Theory and 

Practice, Colorado (1989) discussed on the media 
tools such as newspapers, magazines etc and other 
audio and visual devices. 

12. Oppapers.comTraditional Communication. in 
http//:www.traditionalcommunication.html. (2011) 
insist that every human society has developed its 
indigenous and traditional modes and channels for 
communication. 

13. Otagburuagu, E.J. New perspective in business 

communication. (2004) saysthat communication must 
be audience-specific. 

14. Wilson, D. in taxonomy of traditional media in 

Africa: Theory and application (1998)opines on the 
sharpened and blended veritable communication 
modes and system. 

15. Akpabio, E. in African Communication System: An 

introduction system: (2003) discussed on media 
system of traditional means of communication. 

16. Okeke, C.O &Obasi, G.T. “Semantic Content of Igbo 
Traditional non-verbal modes of Communication”. 
(2014) explain iconography as items representing 
something. 

17. Hybels, S. & Weaver, L. (1989) Cited by Okeke and 
Obasi “Semantic Content of Igbo Traditional non-
verbal modes of Communication”. (2014)  identify 
four basic principles of non-verbal communication. 

18. Kendra in https://www.forbes.com>pictures>resp. 
(2011) clears how people respond to thousands of 
non-verbal cues and behavior. 
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19. Harris, E. in www./spiritanimal.info/owl-spirit. on the 
article emphasizes on how owl spirit animal is 
emblematic of deep connection with wisdom and 
intuitive knowledge. 

20. Achebe, C. in Things Fall Apart. (1984)shows how 
Igbo people use cock to communicate to Ani the 
owner of all land. 

21. Greer, C. D. in Religions of Man: Facts, Fibs, Fears 

and Fables. (2008)the involvement of the Tiwah 
festival involves the sacrifice of many animals 
including rooster. 

22. Gurdon, M. “Notes on the Khasis, Syntengs and allied 
Tribes”. (1904) shows the Khasi people's belief on 
sacrificing rooster as a substitute for man. 

23. Apakama, L.M. “ Kola nut Celebration : A sure way 
to Global Peace’’ (2010) explains the significance of 
Igbo coolants and the meaning of their lobes 
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